00 \O\-\3

,20
>TA.

PROPERTY OF LIBRARY
DIVISION OF CULTURAL
RESOURCES, NARO

NEE

A PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE GERLAGH » PLAN &
OF SARATOGA ( SCHUYLERVILLE ), NEW YORK 1777

by
Stephen G. Strach

Park Technician
Saratoga National
Historical Park



OQverly For'Qe Verlach "plan” <« Sadton



" INTRODUGTION

During the early part of February, 3981, I was ehargad.wiﬁh ‘the t&ak» n
of reorganizing the photographic files of‘ﬁaratog& Natiana&*ﬁi&ﬁ@ri&&l -
Park, While re-examining each fila, a n@gativa impreasian ar an old map
was rediscovered in a grouping of miscmllansous phatogwaﬁha‘ Hpan close
scrutiny the photographic map was found to depict a highly detailed plan
of Saratoga ( modern-day Schuylserville ), New York as it appeared &uring»
the first half of October, 1777, while occupied by the army of Lieutenant
General John Burgoyne., It was at Saratoga that General Burgoynm met his :
demise and was forced to surrender his army on October 17, 1777 to Ameri-
can Forces led by Major General Horatio Gates after a nine-day siege. I
imm&diataly realized that this map offered a unique view of thaklaﬁt days
of the Campalgn of 1777 in Northern New York Province ﬁhat aea 7vmd,mwrm f; fj
than just passing noti@e, Hence this report. o

THE MAP

The photagraphic mag measures gppreximataly s inchas by 8 zn&hes and{jf
is in a poor state of condition having several bad creases probably o
caused by years of careless and improper storage and handling, A tapn
piece measuring about 2% inches by ¥ inch at its longest and widest
dimensions is missing from the upper right corner of the phat@grayn.
Fortunately, the missing section did nut contain any vital data. ﬁo f
evidence of c¢ropping is present. : v - L

As previously stated the map has baan ph@tographioally repr@dmmad as§f;_.;
a negative impression in black and white tones. Ovnrall tones 3&33@3& .
that the original map which the yhctagraph raproﬁuaes was. lightly’handmzf
colored. Undoubtedly, the original map was also much larger in size
it must be recognized that the photographic copy ia a vam%ly ré_ ;
production of the ariginal plece. To what degree the ph@bographie'e@y# o
has been reduced or to guess at what size the original map was is at |
present impossible lacking precise information or clues, . v y

All titles and legends appearing on the map are in the Wrandh e
language and easily translatable due to a high degree Of avarall el&' ty; f;
In the upper 1aft corner the rmllawing genar&l title appaars. ,; ot

" PLAN de la ?asition de ltArmee sous 1aa Orﬁras dm son Exaallmn
Lieutenant General Baurgaym a SARATOGA qﬂ&nbl sur Iia Ratraﬁ.te 'dm”',f r'e!
Feme it L




a notation ﬁhat ﬁhia " ?LAN " yas dmuwn &n aampﬁbygﬁap
Deputy Quarter Master Ganara;.ﬁ)mhna, fr@m thia paint“_(j

ORIGIN OF THE NAP

Attached to the rediscovered map was a latter fram R@
Supervisor of Historic Sites, N. P’S‘, Waahingtan, B*G.
1940 directed to Franaia Wilshin, Junior Raaea&ehf@ﬁ;r
National Historical Park, which re&d& as fall@waé‘ il

" Through the courtesy of Br. Hana ﬁuhh wa ar@5 :
photostatic copy of a map of Saratoga Baﬁtlefield, tha‘li
was found by Mrs. Huth last winter during an uxumi“ﬁi¢n  k
papers of General Riedesel at the home of F er. ‘7;, t
Eisenach, Germany. As far as we knaw ﬁhia map is n _f_
in the Saratoga cellaction of tha K.?*S,“ ‘ L

General mmﬁaex@ housed :m 191;0 at ‘the mm
then near Eiaanad&, Germany., A haok qnti%lwd  ‘
the American Ravslution, tranalaﬂﬁd7by ,7}' fﬁ

the University of North Carolina Press, ﬂhmga
further 1light on Mrs. Huth's visit and findings at the
estate. Because of its interest t8 the present stu&y; she g
extracts from the preface to Brown's book are of s ome intarast‘~‘ o

" In 1937 Mrs, Huth visited the Rotenhans at Sahlasa Nauanhaf, thair o :
estate near Eisenach, and was given the oppcrtunity to tranaariba ﬁna -
Riedesel manuscripts, which had survived the plundering arzf:ﬂ'
'Lauxerbaah, the ance&ﬁral seat of Baran von Riadaaal, in‘ﬁn jrevw ut en




now presumably lost. Mrs. Huth's transeriphs ar ﬁha &enman @rig nal
therefore, seem to be the only available copias wf ﬂha gr@f usly
unpublished writings.i..."®

It was during such a visit as desaribaﬁ abeva hhaﬁ,Mraﬁ
obviously secured the yhatographie copy of the Gerlach " Pw

existing copy of the original Gerlach " PLAK " knawn :
world and as such deserves immediate special aenﬁiﬁﬁz‘af:
tong-term conservation to ensure that it will provide a

Knowing that Dr. and Mrs, Huth had close assoclati
Library of Congress, I wrote to the Library s:t‘ Gtmgreaal
Map Division with the faint hope that perhapa the*s‘ owned
photographic copy of the Gerlach " PLAN " or perrhaxaa o
" PLAN." On March 13, 1981 I received a response to my ing
Richard W. Stephenson, Head mbrarim, Refewxma md Biblic
Section, Geography And Mﬁp Biviaion, Libyary;“r Co
infamat:iva nature a aepy of Mr.. Stephammma :m:




' GEOGRAPHY AND MAP DIVISION

Desr Mr. Sterch:




Taking Hr. stmh@mm*a mgg ‘

American Revc:}lution, Ibs Origin md Purpase,
0f The Li‘brary or Con&mas 33 { J‘u.ly 1976 No,

copy of the M&rbm*g " m'iega M:las..." his inmmgmun
totally reliable, As Pizu Guthorn ata.t:en t«hat mtr map :t.




bears a second name in the extreme lower right corner é§ £hﬁ{,
H.C. Degeling, who might have either copied and or refined
sketch or actual field map executed by Gerlach, Most maps drawn

All efforts to locate an H.C. Dagsling on ﬁha avaiiablaj,' ﬁ,”
the Brunswick soldiers on Campalgn in 1777 failed to yield

an individual by this name, Henee, b&aausa ef the reri
map there is a good posﬁibility that ona H G. B@geling*
after the year 1777, but prbbably not more ﬁhan 10 years
access to Gerlachl!s original und,prabably rough field me
and refined it for the use of Gemeral Riedesel afﬁar tha
return to Brunswick in 1783, neapite this, the true pr@‘
the map should praperly belmng to Gerlaah' . ‘

TQGA‘“V

The very first obaavvatian ﬁhat ana will %& 3trnak :
viewing the Gerlach " ?LAH " ig the vaat amawaﬁ nr aat
the clarity with which the same aypaara‘ Primr to the o
" PLAN " only one other map of Sarabaga for ﬁha ﬁe Lod
to exist entitled: ; L ~

COMPARISON TO THE NILKIN&ON_MAP F 3 

" PLAN OF THE POSITION whinh the ARNI under ﬁ@. ﬁﬁﬁﬁa BURGO
SARATOGA "

Itts first and anly genaral appaaran&a w&s i Q@E




square,

WILKINSON MAP:

ed field aurvw had ‘been conﬁuc é 7
considered * Gampaign " aandiﬁiama»,,
To act}ms‘h ‘each mp%a sealﬁ inm equal,wmapnﬂ




indebted for the prﬁsanﬁ rmaarﬂ¢ ﬂ@w v$r; whﬁ, aa
independently and relayed to a mmdar&i? 5ﬁminhte 8
Survey Map the variances will be. found to be anhuai
be further noted that khe Paces uaaafin tha Gmrlﬁ
stride Paces aquallﬁgg 24 feot per Pmm
{ Geometrical ) could. alao &qual 5 sot
the Gerlach " PLAN." @ :

eppear on one and not the ahhar and the Mame isg'h
physical features. The entire system of ‘establishe
depicted by Gerlach is eSpemlallx naﬁﬁw@rthyﬁaa'mn
on the Wilkinson map or at 19&&% ‘appear to b re
Where applicable, the mﬂ.mta diffex'e ‘ s twee
noted one at a time in the next aoat

All points considered, it wwuld ppaar,ﬁhatf
a later date thﬁ.n 1777, but eartaimy;by 1779

between ﬁhe actual draftlng of aadh tiniahad‘map, may
~explanation for the existing &&Gﬁaﬁmﬂwgin.&ﬁt&il be twe

specific feature within a givan %loak. Ela&ka nnt raf@
A~1 and A-2 iuﬁisate that ﬁhmra are nm apaoiﬁia raﬁﬁur&




BLOGK4C~1 , | S ¢ _gHW@ .
#ﬁwwAppr@ximata positian @r aurroundina Am@riaam For
D-1- | e 2 5
#H»~Appraxim&te poaiti@n of 8urrnunding Amsr&Qan F%raaa
BE-1 , : ' ,';' |
#1-=Depicts the property of Archibald McNeil, who settled here
about 1775 and operated an important ferry, which 1ink®& ﬁh& o
main road from Fort Edward on the east bank af tha Hi n
~the main road to ﬁlbany, whiah eminated at 3aratcga,anﬁ

occupied by part of Burgoynm*s Loyaliah P@reas'
1777, . e
#2-=Site of modern-day Horhhumbarland ﬁridg& and of

Mn&ailts Farry. . ~ ‘

befara being reealleﬁ ﬁ@ Sarataga.;g;V,:ﬂf
#hwabocaticn of the rmad on thn east bank ar ﬁha

ing to the west bank of uha Hudson in ﬁLGGK F«E. K@wevwr, F;
Burgoyneis decision was a logical one as part of the rmad laadkf 
ing south from Battenkill on the east bank of the Huaaon River :
was not as wide nor as in good condition as that on tha waat ,
bank. when.cmnﬁidering Burgaﬂn&*a larga artill&ry'traim‘ his G




G~1 does not appear cm; the mlkinson m&p.

#“*@meﬁ-mﬁm pesiti:m of surmunding Amrﬁ.am F@mea* ,

#lm-Appmximate poaitian of smaun&ing Ameriae.n F@mea.

NOTE: BLOCKS B-2 and C=2 #:a 1 do xmt aarreapmnd wi,th Wilkmon, S0
who shows them in a tighter position due east and lmls
them as representing Colmml Daniel Margan*a R:iflemem.

De2mm , ~

#1-~An extensive and well cult:ivamd fam of undem:mined mex*-
ship. A total of L 5tmmt:u:ma 1s epeident » does n
appear in the Wilkimon map 'y : Ly s

#2~~Dep3.cts the westemmmos‘b area of St&x*k'ﬂ Knob.. m’ﬂ: da "~at;ed by_ o
Wilkimcm.. L .

| #1 --Starkta Kncb. Hat aepiatad by wilkiusan. ;

#1 ~=The Marshall Houam I:n 1777 i:h:ta hnuse was ' ; Peter
Lansing of Albany, who had Dbuilt it in 1?75.. mt is no
who occupied the house in 1777. A Marahall F&mily menb
bought the property in 181 7. Today the hmxae is mwf
Bullaerd. Note that 3 stmamaa m ahwm The amu_
 house only roughly eowosycmd& to wmkmm's p:l.ammn o
only depicts 1 structure on the oppomta side of the ?ﬁ&ﬁa'
#2-=This circular symbol represents the circular stockade imilt o
September 28th, 1777 by elements of the Royal Naval Detachment
| asrving with Burgoyne's Army. The structure was :i.mandad w ,
protect the head of the Bridga or Bahtaaux Qrm a’a“&ak“ ﬁah g
. depicted by Wilkinson, :
#3~-Br1tiah Bridge of Batteaux. fl'hia was of ol
bridges tﬁah tha ammsh bui}.t ‘wver the mma Fé:tvar dmm the v




~ Campaign of 1777. Thm pamim‘mr Miagafwm |
2326, 1777. 1t ww diammtlad by the tha on ap%mba
| 155h of the aamm yaar* Wilkina@nts plaaammnﬁ;mr  bridge
only roughly corraaponﬁs to Gerlach's loeation.
#l~~Possibly the Burton House now located on U.S. Route l
( North Broad Street ) just inside the Village of 8ehuwlerv111a
line. Local tradition states that the house was standing in
1777. The notation appearing here reads " Hospital Grand "
denoting that this building and possibly the unidentified
structure appearing just to the southwest were utilized as the
main British field hospital. Note the small unidentified unit
( PROBALLY German ) that is stationed immsaiaﬁaly north of the
~ Burton House to protect the hospital. Wilkinson depicts a
' single building in this gpnﬁwal viainiby tha# mighh r@ughly
~ eorreapmnd to Garla@h*a plaaamant‘ L
#5~~A fortified position probably of Briﬁiah nona%ruekimn y@riad =
Anguat 12th ﬁa Septambar 1aﬁh, 17?7¢ Not d@pimt&& by Wilkinson.f
#6m~?robab1« location of ﬁha first Britiah bridge thrown over the :
_;Huduan River on Augua@ 13th-16th, 1?77. This bridga was S
. constructed of flimsily built rafts, Poorly built, this bridge
 was swept away during a rain storm on August 1?th. Kmﬁ aapi«tadl
by Wilkinsen. z ‘

i8~«Amarican Hilitia p@aitien ﬁatebar 12ﬁhu17ﬁh, AT
#9~~Amariean Militia p@aihion Gatahar 11ﬁh~1?ﬁh, 1777, Wi
doea not depicﬁ ﬁhia paaieion nﬂr #hat ﬂn #ﬁ abav@.

#1~a13 the fortified camp or tne Bvitiah &ﬁvanaad corpa Auguat 13th-
~ September 13th, 1777. Not depicted by Wilkinson.

#2--The Battenkill, This section is not depicted by Wilkin&an.(

#3--An unidentified structure and farm occupied by American Militia.

#n~~ammrican Militia position 0atobar~11th~1?ﬁh, 1?7?* Neither #3
nor #l are d@picted by Wilkinaani . |

BLOCK .~1 . |




" %a:r: tho Garlac:h' " ?m |

the course ar the areek sharp‘iy heading amth W an ma. nwb»*
depicted by Gerlach and then sharply heading north again -
roughly re-entering the Gerlach map in BLOCKS Awl and A=3,
The only explanation for this obvious error ( actually the
only one really found ) is that Gerlach wished to show as
mich of this important geographical feature as was possible
within the total scope of his auwe‘,y. of cauraa, it m .ght
 also be possible that the wume c»r ‘the amak: did change
 sometime during the 1ag‘ﬁ 200 ' '

#1~-Appmximata position of auz*munding A:mmaan ﬁ‘nmaa. ‘!thia
_ position does not correspond with Wilkinsc sement,
ahm mm m a tish‘bs e poai’cs.m dw

‘ g: Tha ma awemd by ELG £~3, B*-Ba X
on the mlks.mon map._ L

#1-«1»031%;10;1 held ‘by‘ Gmdim Soldiers Ootober 1 e«mm Tth, 1777,
placement only roughly cavmaponds to Wilkinsom 8, wha ahw&
them in a position immediately north of tl"m road immad of a
. short distance south, : ~ o s =
- #2-=Position held by Provineial smeﬁ.@m 1 m:mlia'bﬁ ) Gm'{m‘bar i
- 10th=17th, 1777. This position does not aarmsponﬂ to .
Wilkinson!s placement, who shows them at BLQGK Bul;. #1;1{
#BWA. fortified position held hy the Bmmswiak J‘agew o
( Arquebusiers ) October 10th-17th, 1777. Roughly f
%o Wilkinson!s placement, who depicts tzhm m a mnwmwi
positicm aouﬁh of ‘the roaa ina‘gaa& af n@rth ax ,ﬁ. .

BLOCK E-3




BLOCK P P3

BLOCK G=3

: #1-~Schuylerts ( ﬁh& Gantinen&a f ;’, ~ ; :
~ structures. mwl'y eoz*respmaﬁ with hhaﬁ_;waitien
depicted by Wilkinson. | .
#2w~8ritish Baggage Park, Yot ﬁhawn by wilkmnaan¢‘,‘ ”
#3--Portified position defended by an unnamed unit. The pwimm
roughly corresponds to one shown by wilkinson, who dﬁpiaba ﬁne
Regiment Von Rhetz defending this position by implioat&mn anly-
#;-~Fortified line, Gunfiguraticn is raughly the same as that -
depicted by Wilkinson. ;
#5~~20ﬁh Regiment of Foot. Paaitio& aerrespanés to w11k7
#6»»German Grenadiers, Position roughly carre&panda o Wil
Gerlach shows them rurthar sauﬁh of the arassroaﬁa %&
Wilkinson depicts. : : . L =
#7~»h7ﬁh Regiment of Foot. ?asitianing does not 0avraapmmdjwiﬁh‘
‘Wilkinsonts. : e
#8~~Van Barneris German Lighb xnrantry. Positian roughly
~ eorresponds to w&.z,kinsm!a, but wilkimm depimw th unit
_ north of the crossroads instead of south as Gerlach haﬁ'ahawn‘
#ga-wlﬁmmwiek Regiment von ahetsz. raamtan aawaapmaa mmriﬁ
ﬂilkinaon'a.‘ G : ~ ~ L
#Hauéan& Ragimant of Foot. Poaitian o@rreapends withfWil
_ Wilkinson or the engraver of his map mistakenly dupl
 20th Ragimant of Foot in thin posibian* ?@ohably a pr
typmgraphioal errar.f ' | | |

~'#1wwﬁwit&ah Artilleryg?a&k P@sitian ea@respvnds
#2~=Brunswick ngimanﬁ von. Speﬁht. Position eorr,_pan s t
Wilkinson's, o
#3==Brunswick Regiment von Riedesel. Poaihian aarrﬁagcnda ﬂo
Wilkinsonts, f ,:;_
#ii~-Hesse~Hanau Infantry Regimant. Po&itia& aurrﬁaponda ﬁm‘
Wilkinson's., ,« Conis ',~~~;~
#5--An unidentified fam with x;‘mw stmmms‘ Not deple
ﬂilkinaqna," :

#1--A large cultivatad area. Garrsépon&s ta Wilkinaan‘ who sho
mach. 1argar area under cultivabion;‘“‘ ' o i




#2**.&1’03?5.883‘1 Militia ( General Fellowm Gem&;zd )a. L
#3,", ft " ] ; " - tii: - a

_ depioted in #2 and #3 eormapsmd te Wilkinson
#i=~Two structures and a&jaining fields, Not sho
#5-~Two structures and ad joining fields. Nﬁt shm by W
#6--A single structure. Not shown by Wilkinsan.

BLOCK B-li
#1--Fish Creek. Not shown by Wilkinson.

#2-~Approximate position o;t‘ surrmmding Am/arican F‘erees. Kat
shown by Wilkinson. i ;

#3-=A bridge whieh nearly eormapenﬁa te th.at whi.
Creek near the modern-day junction ef Reu‘ha 32 and M
Road. Not depieted by wilkinsan. - |

BLOCK C-li
#1-=Fish Creek. ch*msponda with wilkinaam

#2--British Artillery. Pasmien aorr&sp@nda wiﬁh,
: depieta 2 guns., . :
#B«British Grenadiers, Mai.mm d'
~ Wilkinson's, who a}mwa the Qrsmdiax‘s ﬁé

. wall instead. - - S
#l4~~British Artillery. ?esiticn oox*reapd&‘
: depicts 3 guns, in s L
#Sanappmximate position a:r surmunding} Amex
ecmspends with wnkimama plmamm

NOTE: The aves covered by BLOCKS A<l, B
appear on the wilkiman :aag.

BLOCK D-l .
#1--The Main British Posit:l.on at 33:*&3@3& < V‘ietoz'?wmaawf}:

Tract )-~southern-most point., L
#zmﬁurgoyne ts Headquarters. Position aarraspmda with Hi L
~ but configuration of the fortified line ammding H.
different from that depiotad by Bilkim;” 6o
illust:ra‘bimn. : .

#z;,.....cultivatad fields probably owned by General 3&w1em
~ aomsponda to wilkinsan, who depiaﬁa mah I&rgar mé.




BLOGK D |
#2-- Burgoynn's~nﬁaaquamte; . Position aorreapmn&a it
Wilkinson's, but the awnriguratian of: the ram@xrma‘
aurruunding HoQe is dirfarent in aaoh mup.

75 Pa033 ;7

75 Paces

75 pases (

Wilkinson's confi

120 feet

~NOTE: The two abcva oanriguratinns have anﬁ baan arawn




shows Ly guns at this pca:infz. ; .
#1,-British Light Infantry. Position does not camsp a to
Wilkinson. o

; #”5*A@9roximatekposition of surr

ding American

Note that the central hmwa has twa winga» Ths mnfi,~ r.
the house is the same on the Wilkinaun mp. [
#2-aTne Schuyler House Garden. Poaiticn earmspon&s w:i.%:h :

“but the physical &aycmh &o&a not. '

3 stmatuma.




Ooyy«apanda tc Hilkinaﬁ‘
#ﬂﬁ»Faur 3truetureaaubarn&

f atruaturea.,,

BLOCK F &

by Hilkinaon* : - ~
#l--British Batteaux. Not dapin'hati by wummm.g
#5-=Mouth of Fish Creek. Corresponds to w13kin3an.(~   ;_
HO Island. Roughly aarraaponaa to Wilkinsam,“
#1-- Island. Not depicted by Wilkinson.

Islend. Eough&y aorraspenﬁs with?w&
‘Ialana‘ on.




by Wilkinson.




PLAN or 1HE POSITION which the ARMY under L GEN*BURGOINE, took at SARATOGA

Jeale of Yards

AR 3 N g { A - .

The map drawn by Lieutenant William C. Wilkinson, 62nd Reg

and Assisbant Engineer.
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| commsmu

In olosing this rayarh, T waul& iike ta maka the followin
recormendations with regard o the &@rlach " ?L&ﬁ " :,jﬁjﬁgi

1. As Sarstoga Kation&l Hiatariaal Park now awna what wwuld wpn
the only copy of the Gerlach " PLAN," it is raaammen&ed that .
immediate steps be taken to preserve the photograph. A gha#agraﬁhic
conservation specialist == either from H&rper's Ferry Unit or the‘~“
private sector -~ should be contacted anﬂ a&low@& to examir the
photograph to determine ahe beaﬁ means of preaarving ﬁh'
record of 177?. ]

2. As a matter of preserving ﬁha% this uniqum phmt@graﬁhjﬂaa r_
photograph of the original in our possession should be taken
probably by the conservation apecialiab ) as soon as pasaih
immediata deteﬂ{nt to any furﬁhar damaga to th&v Ry

attempt to reconfirm our baliaf ﬁhat the aarladh bl Lﬁ§~“ &a‘ﬁh‘
precise af the two mapa,,: .

5. Finally, we







APPENDIX

at the Hessisches Eitaatsamhiv
5. "PLAN or i:he szmm of mmc armm**

6. A map of " Prinaeas &ma, xwfalk, m Na
1781 . "~=original mamuscript map af:? Pheam'
of Congress? Signed b-y“r. &w}.mh”“ .




in Nnrth America 1776“1783. Nothing is at present known ar &a#la&h*ag‘s
engineering train:l.ng. It might be 3umiaed tha.‘a this foiaar m&y

Chicago, 19?3, Pp. 10«-11., &mrgaﬁnﬁ.th, An 1 ,
Dictionary, London, 1779 ( Ottawa, 1969 ), Pe 193. o

7. Thomas Anburey, Travels Thro The Interior Pari:s Qf &mmm a e
Volma, Mndon, 1789 ( New Yox*k, 1%9 ), 2: 11.. o L




