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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Saratoge National Historical Park
Stillwater, New York

July 25, 1949

Kemorandum
Tos The Superintendent, Saratoga NHP
Froms The Historian, Saratoga NHP

Subject: Plan of Ground Cover Restoration

I wish to state that I am in full agreement with the plan of
ground cover restoration suggested on pages 4 and 5 of Historian Melvin
Jd. Weig's memorandum of April 19, 1949. I believe that the ground cover
of the area should be restored as closely as possible to its condition on
October 8, 1777, the point when the area had been opened up to its greatest
extent in 1777. Under this plan, only the cultivated fields of 1777, the
camping areas of both armies and the fields of fire cleared before the
fortified lines of both armies would be kept open. It is my opinion that
the forest of 1777 was a major factor in the scemes of the battles of Freeman's
Farm, and that it was probably the decisive factor which aided the Americans
first to check the Britishedvance and then to defeat.

I have also found frome xperience that the present-day visitor
receives an entirely erroneous coneeption of the Battles of Saratoga, simply
because the region is so widely cleared today. Even after a careful ex=
planation of the ground cover of the area in 1777, it is doubtful if the
modern visitor has enough imagination or experience to envision the forest

CLEL. w/ sl

Charles W. Snell
Park Historian
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Saratoge National Historical Park
Stillwater, New York:

A REPORT ON THE GROUND COVER

AT

SARATOGA NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK ON

OCTOBER 8, 1777

by

Charles W. Snell
Historian
Saratoga National Historicel Park

INTRODUCTION

The most important contemporary authority on the ground cover
at Saratoga National Historical Park at the time of the Battles of Saratoga,
September 19th and Octocber 7th, 1777, is the three maps of Lit. Wm. C. Wilkinson,
Asst. Engineer in Burgoyne's army in 1777. The three maps are erréi’bled
respectively, l. "The Encempment Position of the Army Under His Excy. Lt. Gl.
Burgoyne at Sword's and Freeman's Ferm on Hudsons River near Stillrater, 1777,
with two additional overlays showing the lst, 2nd, 3rd and 4th positions of the
British forces on September 19, 1777); 2. "Plan of the Encampment and Position
of the Amy under His Excelly. Lt. General Burgoyne at Swords House on Hudson's
River near Stillwater on Sept. 17th, with the Positions of that part of the Army
engaged on the 19th. Sept. 1777, engraved by VWm. Faden, Published at London,
Feb. 1, 1780"; 3. "Plan of the Encampment and Position of the Amy under His

Excelly, Lt. General Burgoyne at Braemus Heights on Hudson's River near Stillwater,
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on the 20th. Sept. with the Position of the Detachment &c. in the Action

of the 7th of Octre & the Position of the Army on the 8th. Octr. 1777.
Engraved by Wm. Faden. Published a t London, Feb. 1, 1780." The British

maps have also been supplemented by two contemporary American meps, namely,
Colonel Rufus Putnam's "An Orthographical-view of the American end British
Armies on the 7Tth and 8th of October, 1777," and Richard Varick's "Sketch

of the American cemp and Position on Se_pt. 12, 1777, at Bemis Heights. It
should be understood that the above-mentioned maps have formed the chief basis
for the "Final Field Study Map for the Historical Base Map, Saratoga National

Historical Park," July, 1949, on which the ground cover has also been indicated.

It is the objective of this report to correlate the }naterial
on the ground cover of the region to be found in all availabl.e contemporary
diaries, journals, memoirs, and letters of participants in the two battles
of Saratoge, 1777. By doing this we are given some check on the accuracy of
the map work of the British engineer, Lt. Wm. C. Wilkinson, and are also able
to fill in gaps in our informetion in many cases, even to the point of indi-
cating the exact cB)ps, types of fences existing in the area in 1777, as well
as the type of forest. To render this report as complete as possible, the
writer has also included in each case, the treatment of the problem given by

the chief secondary authorities on the subject.

I. GENERAL DESCRIPTIONS OF THE BATTLE, BRITISH AND
EVERICAN BNCAMPMENT AREA, 1777

Contemporarys

1. Col. Wilkinsons Jemes Wilkinson, then a young Colonel and Adjutant

to General Gates, has left the following general descriptioh of the ground

cover of the regions
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"Phe intermediate space between the adverse armies on the low
grounds of the river was open and in cultivation; the high land was
clothed in its native woods, with the e xception of three or four
small, newly opened and deserted famms, separated by intervals of
wdodland, and bordering on the flanks of the two armies, most remote
from the river; the principal of these was an oblong field, belonging
to a person of the neme of Freeman...eThe intervening forest rendered
it utterly impracticable to obtain a front view of the American
position, or any part of the British except, its left near the river." 1

Secondary Accountss

1. Silliman: Professor Sillimen visited the battlegrounds in 1819 and left
the following description of the area:

"A great part of the battlefield was occupied by lofty forest trees,
principally pine, with here and there a few cleared fields, of which the
conspicuous in these sanguinary scenes was called Freeman's farm...Such
is nearly the present situation of these heights, only there is more
cleared land; the GIGANTIC trees have been principallg fslled, but a
considerasble number remeinas witness to posterity."

2, Neilson: Charles Neilson, the early local historian of the Burgoyne
Cempaign, writing in 1844, described the gemeral region thus:

"The following is a description of the ground and its vicinity,
selected by General Getes, for the encempment of the American Army.
On the right bank of the Hudson, ebout three miles above Stillwater,
and gbout 25 miles north of Albany, are extensive alluvisl flats,
gboutrlf a mile in width at the centre, and tapering towards their
extremities, until they form a narrow defile of only sbout 30 rods
in width, between the river and the river hills. In the rear of those
flats, and even down to their margin, with the exception of here and
there & small clearing, and those in the rough, was at that time a
dense forest, and in meny places for some distance back, the land was much
cut up with deep ravines." ¥

3. Lossing: Benjamin Lossing, a famous American historien, visited the
battlegrounds in 1848 and gave the following description of the general ground
covers

At the time of the Rewolution, the whole country in this vieinity
was covered with a dense forest, having only an occasional clearing of
a few acres....Fronting the river, a high bluff of rocks and soil, covered
with stately oaks and maples presented en excellent place on which to plant
C_Americari_')fortifications to commend the passage of the river and the narrow
valley below. The bluff is still there, but the forest is goneeess® 4




4, Nickerson: Hoffman Nickerson, in his account of the Burgoyne Campaign,

written in 1928, wrote:

"In 1777 the alluvial bottom lands along the river were already
¢lear of trees and for the most part under cultivation. The pluffs,
on the other hand, and the plateau wers covered with woods of pins,
oek, and maple, broken only here and there by clearings whose owners
have for the most part fled from their cabins at the epproach of the
invasion. Back from the river it was only in those clearings that the
regular fomeation of European soldiers was possible. On the higher
ground the soilwas sandy. In the ravines it was a sticky clay.™

The three British maps by Lt. Wilkinson and contemporary and
secondary sources are thus generally agreed that ground cover of the battle
area in 1777 was heavily forested, olearings being the exception rather than

the rule.

IT. DESCRIPTIONS QF SPECIFIC AREAS,
CONTEMPORARY AND SECONDARY.

A. TREEMAN FARM AREA; September 19th, 1777 (6F, Saratoge National Historical
Base Lap, 1941 and 1949)

Contemporary American Descriptions

1. James Wilkinson: In a letter to General St. Clair, dated September 21,

1777, Colonel Wilkinson gives the following description of the Freeman Famm

area: -"The field was covered by a deep forest on all sides. It was an

n 6

excellent trapeses

In his Memoirs, Wilkinson e laborstes on his descriptions

"Po shew me where the action commenced, he @’Iajor MorrisD leaped
a fence into the abandoned field of Freeman, choked up with weeds, and
led me to the cabin which had been occupied by the British picketesos." 7
"The British line was formed on an eminence in a thin pine wood,
having before it Freeman's farm, an oblong field stretehing Irom the
centre towards its right, the ground in front sloping gently down to
the verge of this field, which was bordered on the opposite side by a
close wood; the sanguinary scene lay in the cleared ground, between
The eminence occupied by the enemy and the wood just describedsess™ 7




2. Brigadier=-General John Glover: 1In a letter to General William

Heath, dated September 21, 1777, General Glover, in describing the battle

area, remarks "but the Woods & Brush was so thick® thet it was impossible

to carry off British cennonteken by the Americans.™®

3« Blake: Lt. Thomas Biake, serving in the First New Hampshire Regiment,
wrote in his diary;

"Sept. 19, about 12 o'clock the first New Hampshire Regiment,
marched out to meet the enmemy. We met them about one mile from
our encampment...+In this engagement the enemy had two field
pleces in a field, which we took three or four times, but as it
was in m they were not removed."

4. Dearborn: Major Henry Dearborn, commender of the light :infantry
atteched to Morgan's Corp of Virginia riflemen wrote: Sept. 19: I moved

out of the woods to a cleared field," 10

5. Woodruff: Samuel Woodruff fought in the Battles of Saratoga and
revisited the area in 1827. At this date he left an account of the battles
and in describing the first battle wrote: "The ground on which this battle

(of the 19th) was fought was principally covered with standing wood, "1

6, Wakefield: Captain Wakefield's Diary: ™I shall never forget the
opening scene of the first day's conflict. The riflemen and light
infantry were ordered forward to cléar the woods of Indians. ‘
Arnold rode up, and his sword, pointing to the enemy emerging from
e woods into an opening partially covered with stumps and fallen
timbereess +&

Contemporary British Accounts:

1. Lieutenant General John Burgoyne: In his letter to Lord George

Germain, dated October 20,. 1777, from Albany, Burgoyne gave the following

account of the Freeman farm areas



(September 19th) ™On the first opening of the wood I formed
the troops. A few cammon shot dislodged the enemy at a house
from whence the picquets had been attacked...".3

2. Forbes: Major Forbes, a participant in the Battle of September 19th,
gave the following testimony in the House of Commons:

"3.Qs What command had you on the 19th of September?
A. I commanded the picquets of the British.
4.,Q. Was you attacked on the march, and with what degree of vigour?
A. I was attacked with great vigour from behind railed fences, and
a house, by a body of riflemen and light infantry.
6.Q. Do you remember General Burgoyne bringing up the English line to
support you, and forming at the first opening of the wood?
A. I do.

AREA JUST NORTH OF FREEMAX FARM

8.Q. Where did Burgoyne post the 9th regiment?
A. As soon as they came out of the wood, they filed off to the
right, and were drawn off at a small distance from the left
of General Fraser's corps, with orders to occupy two houses,
one company in each, and defend them to the last extremity.'i4

3. Earl of Harrington: The Earl of Harrington served as aide de camp

to General Burgoyne, and gave the following testimony in the House of Commons:

“41,Q. Which column was first attacked? (on September 19th)

A. The advanced party, consisting of the picquets of the centrs
column, being sent forwards, under command of Major Forbes,
to explore the way by which that column was to pass, fell in
with a considerable body of the rebels, posted in a house and
behind fences,sssbut on finding that the woods guite round
them were filled with the enemy,.eseLd

4. Earl of Balcarres: The Earl of Balcarres commanded the light ing

fantry and was.with General Fraser's column on the 19th of September. His
tostimony throws some light on the general area north of Freemen Farm:

*'34.Q. Was the combination of the march such, as, that notwith-
standing the passage of the ravines and the thickness of the
woods, . (Sept. 19th) that the column of General Fraser's
march, and that of the British line, led by General Burgoyne,
were in a situation to support each otherse.?

Ae +oothey arrived at their respsctive posts with great precision
in point of time,..f 6
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5. Lemb: Sergeant Roger Lamb, a soldier in Burgoyne's army, wrotes

Sept. 19th "And in about an hour the advanced party, con-
sisting of the picquet of the centre column, commanded by Major
Forbes, fell in with a considerable body posted in houses and
behind fences."17

6. Hadden: Lieut. James Hadden was with Burgoyne's column on the 19th
of September and serving in the British artillery.

"About 2 o'clock in the afternoon the British Regiments arrived
opposite Freemens House thro which I was order'd to fire a Shot...the
Troops passed a small bridge (over a hollow way or large gutter ap-
parently mede by heavy falls of Rain) and took post at the skirt of &
wood beyond itees

"The Enemy being in possession of the wood almost immediately at-
tacked the Corps which took post beyond two log Huts on Freemens Farm...

", ..Five companies of the 24th Regt. were advanced into the wood
in their fronte.."

"During this attack the 20th Regt. was thrown into the wood on the
left of the corn field and repulsed the Enemy..."18(This field of corn

v s 60 on "Fimal Study Map)

7. Digby: Lieut. William Digby of the 53rd Regiment of Foot was with
Fraser's column on ‘the 19th and on the 20th of September was cemped on Freeman's
farm field. He mentions the same corn field east of the  Freeman farms (6G)

"Sept. 20th...Contiguous to our ground was a fine field of
Indian cornyeese™

On the 19th he wrote: "We moved in 3 columns, ours to the
right on the heights and farthest from the river in thick woods. 19

8+ Anburey: Lieut. Thomas Arburey was a young officer serving in the
24th Regiment, which was with Fraser's column; his company, with several
others, was sent to aid Burgoyne's center column on the 19th of September.
Anburey wrotes

" eeMajor Forbes, fell in with a considerable body of the enemy,

posted in a house and behind fences,...but the woods being full of men,
Wz




Contemporary German'Accounts:

l. Pausch: Captain Pausch commanded the German artillery serving in
Burgoyne's army. On the 19th of September, he was advancing with General
Riedesel's column along the river bank. Pausch'was th‘en ordered to accompany
the detachment that General Riedesel took to the relief of Burgoyne's column.
After arriving near the scene of the battle, Pausch’ "descended & hill (ravine)"
and was ordered by Burgoyne "to attack the enex'ny on the right flank...this we

were prevented from doing both by the woods and the swamps behind which the

enemy were hidden." As Pausch neared Burgoyne's column, Pausch wrote: "My

wagon master....was sent shead to f£ind a way through a cornfield,...”" (This

was the same field referred to by Digby and Hadden, field 6G on Final Study Map.)

After driving the Americans "into the woods, we received orders to fall back

and camp in a piece of woods in our rear @ehind the Freeman Farm Housé:_), near

a road which leads from the Hudson to Freeman's house and farm."
On September 20th the British began to fortify and Pausch again refers
to the field of corn as follows:

"Farther to the right, and across a valley or ravine which divides
our line, Cb_hat is, the German and British line regiments from Fraser's
corpd] begins the English camp (bf Fraser). This extends farther to
the right, in front of a piece of woods, and through a large field of
Indian corn to Freeman's house." (Field 6G, again.) el

2+ Riedessl: General Riedesel commended the German troops that ac-
companied Burgoyne's ermy. In a letter to the Duke of Brunswick, dated 21
October 1777 from Albany Riedesel wrote:

"On the 19th at 1 ofclock in the afternoon, as I was about to exemine
a brigge in a marsh, I heard all at once loud musket fire on my right,
which was General Burgoyne's advanced guard, so the enemy had attacked
in the marsh and right in the middle of the woods." Riedesel went to
the aid of Burgoyne and wrote that the enmemy '"was driven from a hill
through a valley and wood,"22 -




In his Memoirs, Riedesel wrote of the Freeman farm aresa:

“"The enemy were posted on the corner of the woods, having on
his right flank for defense a deep muddy ditch, the bank of which
had been rendered inaccessible by stones, underbrush end barricades.
In front of this corner of the forest, and entirely surrounded by
dense woods, was & vacant space, on which the English regiments were
drawn up in a line. The struggle was for the possession of this
vacant space, on which...Freeman's Farm was situated."23

Secondary Accounts of the Freeman Farm Area on September 19th.

l. Chastellux: 1In 1780, the Freunch author, Francois Jean, Marquis de
Chastellux, visited the battlefield and left the following account of the
Freeman Farm areas

"If you descend again from this height, proceeding toward the
north, you are presently in the midst of the woods near FREEMAN'S
FARM and on the ground where the actions of the 19th of September
and the 7th of October happened. I avoid the word FIELD OF BATTLE,
for these two engagements were in the woods, and on ground so inter-
sected and covered, that it is impossible either to conceive or
DISCQVER THE SMALLEST RESEMBLANCE BEIWEEN IT AND THE PLACE GIVEN TO
THE PUBLIC, BY GENERAL BURGOYNE."

(Williem L. Stone's note to this remark, "This is not accurate.
A person femiliar with the ground, and with Burgoyne's maps before
him, would have no difficulty whatever. If this is so in 1895, how
much more in 1780.")24

2. Silliman: (1819)

"This wes on Freeman's farm, a field which was then cleared
although surrounded by forest. "2

3. - Hoyt: (1825) 1In 1825 General Epaphras Hoyt visited the battlefield
and, guided over it "by ome of the heroes of the battle of Oct. 7th," wrote:

"Cgfter leaving the Breymenn Redoubt) we passed on southerly
over the ground where stood the two block houses... Turning easterly
through a copse of wood, reached a road in the rear of Freeman's
field. Along this road, still flanked by woods, Burgoyne formed the
9th, 2lst (gtc{)...on the 19th of September, while Major Forbes,.s.
pressed into the field, was attacked by Morgan near Freeman's hut,
and driven back to the British line in the woods, and Morgan, in
turn, bpoken and forced back in the woods, south of the field...




"Continuing southerly in the road, &nd crossing a small ravine,
we entered Freeman's bloody field...At the time of the battle the
field was an oblong of from seventy to eighty rods in length, east
and west, by about thirty in breadth, inclosed by a worm fence, and
surrounded by woods. Near the centre is an elevation extending from
Leggert's house nearly at right angles across the field, upon which
a hut eand small barn were situated, near the latter the elevation
terminated at a narrow ravine extending parallel to the field.

South of this ravine are other elevations sloping off gently to level
ground south, the whole thencovered with woods in which the Americans
were drawn up in the first part of the battle of the 19th of September."26

4. Sperks: (1830) In 1830, the eminent historian Jared Sparks visited

the Saratoge Battlefield. He was guided over the area by Major Ezra Buel, a

participant in the battles, and left the following account of the Freeman

Farm areas

5.

"The guide (Tajor Buel) first pointed out to me the ground on
which Burgoyne drew up his men before the action (Sept. 1§9). It
was then covered with wood but has since been in part cleared ewey.
He previously showed me the spot where the advance guard of Morgan's
corps met the left flanking guard of Burgoyne...This was in the
midst of a thick woods in the ravine along the right margin of which
the road passed G:his was the road Burgoyne followed to Freeman's
Farm Sept. 19th), end more than half a mile from Freeman's House...
firing was heard in the woods nearby a mile from Freeman's House.
This proceeded from an encounter between Frazer's Division...and the
advenced guard of a regiment commanded by Cilley...he Cgilley] metess
Frazer in the woods...Burgoyne had drawn out his division across the
plain...Scammel was then stationed between Gates' Tamp and Freeman's
House, several hundred yards from the latter (fo the left of Morgan,
and attempted to join Morgan). They proceeded until they came into
an open field, about a hundred yards from Freeman's House on an
elevated ridge of ground, with thick bushes on their left...there was
8 heavy discharge of musketry from the bushes in the left along
Scammel's whole line. These bushes had entirely concealed the enemy.e..
The fighting was prineipally to the west of Freeman's house and ex-
tended more then helf a mile in that direction..."s’

Neilson: (1844)

"In front of Freemen's cottage was an oblong clearing, skirted
by an open wood, about 60 rods in length from east to west, contain-
ing 12 or 15 acres, and sloping to the east and south.” ¢
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left the

8.

wrotes

9.

Lossings (1848)

"Freeman's farm, was a small cultivated clearing...The farm
was an oblong clearing in front of the cottage, about 60 rods from
east to west, skirted by thick woods and sloping south. (ihe bat-
tling regiments) were separated by a thick wood and a narrow
clearing... The Americans were sheltered by the intervening wood,
the British were within an open pine forest." <9

Stone: (1877)
Williem L. Stone, a femous student of the Burgoyne Campaign,
following description of the Freeman Farms

"Colonel Morgen,...owing to the dense wood, unexpectedly fell
in with the centre column...

"When he (Riedesel) arrived on the scene, the Americans were
posted on a corner of the woods, having on their right flank a
deep muddy ravine, the brink of which had been rendered inaccessible
by stones and underbrush. In front of this corner of the forest,
and entirely surrounded by dense woods, was & vacant space, on which
the English were drawn up in & line...this clearing s known then,
as it is to this day, as Freeman's Farm.

"The ground being mostly covered with Woods. o M50

Brandow: (1919) John Brandow, author of The Story of 0ld Saratoga,

"Burgoyne formed his line of battle in the woods on the north
side of a clearing owned by one Isaac Freeman. It contained 12 or
15 acres and extended east and west about 60 rods."

"Fraser having formed his junction with Burgoyne, the chief
struggle was now on Freeman's clearing and in the open woods just
to the left. Woods...on the north side...woods on the soubh side.*Sl

Nickerson: (1928)

"Burgoyne chose to turn westward. The new direction led them
up & steep draw draining into the Great Ravine, then along the flat
and densely wooded strip of tebleland which forms the watershed be-

-tween the Great Ravine and the North Branch (of 1liill Creek). After

marching sbout half a mile they halted. Some 500 yards to the
southward across the North Branch their patrols ceme upon an sban-
doned clearing. A picket was posted on the empty cabin on its
knoll. 1In the woods the main body formed in line to their lefte...
"About 12 or 15 acres of the summit eamd of the lower shelf of
the plateau to the eastward hed been cleared by a farmer by the

-11-



name of Freeman, whose empty cabin stood among the weeds of his
abandoned farm. From east to west the clearing was not quite
350 yards across. In the closely wooded countrye...'°%

Summary:
On the basis of the above evidence, thé Freemen farm area on the

,i 19th of Sept. may be described as a worm-fenced oblong field stretching

( gbout 350 yards east and west, and containing between 12 and 15 acres. The

n two log huts or cabins on the farm and the field were sbandoned, the field
being full of weeds. To the east of the Freeman fa’fm (at 6G on the Final
Study Map) lay a large field of Indian corn. Just to the north of Freeman's
farm lay an open pine forest, much as it is today, while the area to the
west and south was densely coversed with forest emnd underbrush. ‘his evidence

thus seems to fully substantiate the three meps of Lt. Wm. C. Wilkinson.

The most important point to.be noted, however, is that the present field

marked as the "Freeman Farm Clearing®™ at 6B, 6D, 7D, on the 1941 Historical

Base Map for Saratoge Nationel Historical Park, is not the Freeman field at

all. The above evidence, the Wilkinson maps, and the secondary meps of
Neilson, Lossing, Stone, Brandow, and Nickerson, all support this conclusion

and indicate that the real Freeman field lay in 6F on Saratoga Historical

Base Map 1941 or the Final Study Map. The Wilkinson troop movement meps,
contemporary and secondary accounts of thetattle of September 19th do not
make sense if the field at 6E, 6D, 7D is assumed to be the Freeman field,

as it would move the entire battle much too far to the left to correspond
with either the evidence or logic. The Freeman field seems to have run east
and wes’(;, crossing the northern end of the elevation on which the Balcarres

Redoubt was to be later erected.



B. CHANGES IN THE GROUND COVER OF THE FREEMAN FARM AREA, September 20 to
October 7th, 1777.

On the 20th of September the British army encamped and began to fortify
their position and the Balcarres Redoubt was erected in the Freeman Farm area.
Submitted below is the contemporary and secondary evidence pertaining to
chenges made in the ground cover at that time.

Contemporary American Accounts:

1. Colonel Wilkinson: Col. Wilkinson was in the vicinity of the

Balcarres. Redoubt at the time of the American attack upon it om October 7th

and left the following accounts

"I then proceeded to the scene of remewed action, which em-
braced Burgoyne's right flank defense, and extending to his left,
crossed a hollow covered with wood, about 40 rods to the entrench-
ment of the light infantry (Balcarres Redoubﬁj;...Cfightiné] between
the enemy, behind their works, and our troops entirely exposed, or

partially sheltered by trees, stumps, or hollows, at various distances
not exceeding 120 yards, foo

Contemporary British Accounts:

1. Belcarres: The Earl of Balcarres testifiedras follows before the

House of Commons:

"44.Q. Was not General Fraser's corps continually at work duri
ng

the interval ebove-mentioned (Sept. 20-Oct. 7), in securing

their own posts, and opening the fromt to oppose the enemy?
A. They were, 9%

2. Lamb: Sergeant Lemb served in Fraser's corps and encemped in the

Freeman Farm area Sept. 20 to Oct. 7, 1777.

"20th C§f Sept{) The Army moved forward, and took post mnearly
within-: cannon shot of the Americans' fortified camp. Here the

English strengthened their camp by cutting down large trees, which
served for breastworks." 99

3. Digby: Lt. Digby also served in Fraser's corps and encemped in the
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Freeman Farm area. (Note his reference to camping near a large field of

Indian corn, Sept. 20. P. 7)

"Sept. 23. It was said we were to strengthen our camp...,
and accordingly began to fell trees for that purpose."36

Contemporary Germen Accounts:

1. Riedesel: General Riedesel wrote on Sept. 20th:

"At the same time for the defense of the right wing, a
redoubt (Fhe Balcarreg) was thrown up on the late battlefield
near the corner of the woods, that had been occupled by the
enemy, this side of the ditch,"of

Secondary Accounts:

1. Hoyt: (1825)

"Passing the small ravine south of Leggett's barn Czhis
barn stood on the elevation just north of the small ravine and
was the site of the two Freemen huts. See Hoyt!'s account of that
elevation, p. 1§) we rose an elevation, the post with another
knoll a 1little further west, strongly fortified, and the woods
cleared off by Burgoyne after the battle of the 19th. These
elevations were occupied by Lord Balcarras' light infantry...."

Hoyt also mentions an ebattis before the Balcarres redoubt

and states that;

"The grounds adjacent, at the time of the battles, were
covered with wood. 90

2. Neilson: (1844) Charles Neilson follows Colonel Wilkinson's

account of the American attack on the Balcarres redoubt Oct. 7th:

"This...contest ﬁas now carried on between the British
behind their works, and the Americans entirely exposed, or

partially sheltered by trees, stumps, or hollows at various
distances.... o9

3. Stome: (1877) Williem L. Stone speaks of "an Abattis" before

the Balcarres redoubt on the 7th of October.40
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4, Brandow: (1919) John Brandow, in describing the fortifying of the
Balcarres redoubt, writes:

"Thousands of trees were cut to give free play to the artillery."4l

5. Nickerson: (1928) Hoffmaen Nickerson follows Colonel Jemes Wilkin-
son and Neilson in his account of the American attack on the Balcarres re-
doubt Oct. 7: ‘

"The Americans continued a hot-fire fight at close range,
sheltering themselves as best they could bshind trees or stumps,

or in the hollows of ground within a hundred and twenty yards of
the enemy." =%

Summary:

The Wilkinson maps, contemporary and secondary accounts are agreed that,
as & result of the British fortifying the Freemen Farm areas, the original
clearing was greatly enlarged and extended. Trees were felled before the
British lines to open up cleared fields of fire, probebly 120 yards before
the works, also to construct the defenses and the sbattises as well. The
Final Study Mep thus indicates the ground cover in the Freeman Farm area on

“ October 7th, the time when that area had been opened up to its fullest extent.

C. THE BREYMANN REDOUBT AREA, September 19th and October 7tkL, 1777.

Contemporary American Accountss

1. Wilkinsons Col. Wilkinson has left the following general description
of the area to the west and northwest of the Freeman Farm area on September 19ths
"These (:A_mericaxﬂ rogiments advanced through the woods, took

ground on the left of Morgan,...our right being secured by thickets .
and ravines (in the Freeman Farm aref)e.es1f these columns (Learned's
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and Fraser's, which had kept its ground to cover Burgoyne's righﬁ)
had met at an earlier hour of the day, something decisive must have

taken place, the ground being somewhat open and on the right flank °
of the enemy."

Col. Wilkinson was also an eye-witness of the American attack on the

Breymann redoubt on October 7th and stated: "This right flank defense of the

enemy, occupied by the German torps of Breyman...extended about 250 yards

across an open field." 43

2

Colonel Putnam: Colonel Rufus Putnam was also a participant in the

assault on the Breymann redoubt and left the following account of the ground

cover:

"(Octe Tthle..in front of these works was a clear open field
bounded by a wood at the distance of about 120 yards. In the skirt
of this wood I was posted....the right and left of these works were
partly covered by thin wood and the rear by a thick wood. 1Ihe
moment orders were given to storm, I moved rapidly across the open
field & entered the works in frontesssIe.s.moved out of these worksee.
into the woods towards the enemies' inclosed redoubt, on the right
flank of their main encempment (the Balcarres redoubt). 44

Contemporary German Accounts:

1.

Letter of a German Officer: In a letter home, a Gsrman officer

serving in Burgoyne's army, wrote that on the 7th of October the Breymann

redoubt was lost and "His corps (Ereymann'é) became dispersed, the greater

part of them, however, retreating into the forest..."45

Secondary Accounts:

1.

Chastelluxs (1780)

®This action (@t the Breymann redoubt Oct. 7th) was very
brisk, to which the fir trees (Pines) which are torn by musquet and
cannon shot, will long be as testimomy."48
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2. Hoyt: (1825) General Hoyt states that there were "woods in the rear"
47

of the Breymann redoubt.

3. Sparks: (1830) Morgan Lewis, then Quarter-Mester in Gates' army,

told Sparks that Arnold "passed through the woods to the rear of the enemy's
right, where there were no works. "8
4, Neilson: (1844) DNeilson, egain following Colonel Wilkinson, wrote:

The Breymann redoubt "extended about two hundred yards across an open field,"4?

5. Stone: (1877) William L. Stone wrote that the Breymann redoubt "gzr

tended two hundred yards across 8&n open field,"90

Summarys

The general area to the west and northwest of Freeman's farm, which was
held by Fraser's column on the 19th of September, and occupied, in part, by the
Breymann redoubt on October 7th, seems to have been much more open and cleared
than the Freeman farm area. Colonel Wilkinson's account is substantiated by
the British maps of Lt. Wm. C. Wilkinébn. The Breymann redoubt had light

forests on either flank and a heavy forest in the rear and north on October 7th.

D. BATTLE AREA, FIRST PHASE, October Tth, 1777.

On October 7th the British sent a flanking column of 1500 men and ten
cannon to the southwest of Freemen's farm, reaching the vicinity of 8A, 8B, 8C on
aned PTYT )
the 1941AHistorical Base Map for SNHP. After reaching this area the British

halted and were soon attacked by Gates' forces. The following are descriptions

of this area:
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Contemporary American Accounts:

1. Colomnel Wilkinson: Colonel Jemes Wilkinson was an eye-witness of

the first phase of the battle of Oct. 7th and has left the following account

on the ground cover of that area:

"I proceeded over open ground C}n front of the left wing of the
American cam§3,...and ascending a gentle acclivity in front of the
guard, I perceived about helf a mile from the line of our encampment,
seversl columns of the enemy, 60 or 70 rods from me, entering a wheat
field which had not been cut, and was separated from me by a small
rivulet (the Middle Raving)....Foragers then procesded to cut the
wheat or standing straw and I soon after observed several officers,
mounted on the top of a caebin, from whence with their glasses they
were endeavouring to recomnoitre our left, which was concealed from
their view by intervening woods."

Colonel Wilkinson then returned to camp and recorded the following con-

versation with General Gates:

"What is the nature of the ground?...Their front is open, and
their flanks rest on woodse...,their right is skirted by a lofty
height."

Wilkinson then reports the following conversation with Colonel Morgan:

"They (}he BritiséD were formed across a newly cultivated field,
their grenadiers with several field pieces on the left, bordering on
a wood and a small ravine formed by the rivulet before alluded to;
their light infantry on the right, covered by a worm fence at the
foot of the hill before mentioned, thickly covered with wood; their
centre composed of British and Germen battalions."

Wilkinson returned to the spot where the British were drewn up, and ac-
companied Dearborn, who was about to attack the British light infantry on the
right of the British liue;

"Dearborn at the moment, when the enemy's light infantry were
attempting to change front,...leapt the fence...Yet headed by...the

Earl of Balcarras, they...rallied end reformed behind a fence in the
rear of their first position.™

After driving in the right wing of the British force, Wilkinson reached
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the area where the British left, the gremadiers, had been stationed. Here he

found the wounded Major Acland leaning against a "worm fence.' 91

2. Major Dearborns Major Dearborn has left the following account of his

part in the attacks

Oct. 7th "After ascending the woody hill to a small field about
500 yards to the right of the enemies main line, we discovered a body
of the British light infantry, handsomely posted on a ridge 150 yards
from the edge of the woods where we then were....The enemy gave way.
Pursued which brought us into the open field in the rear of the right
of the enemies main lins.

"Morgan's corps passed into a skirt of wood and advanced towards
the rear of the enemy's left wing while my corps advanced directly in
the rear of his right wing and immediately came in contact with his
field pieces covered by & body of Germans. I advanced and took
possession of 2 12 pounders and 2 6 pounders.

"The Enemy, after passing through a skirt of woods, formed in a
field. Here Fraser received a mortal wound...v <

3« Blake: Lt. Thomas Blake, of the First New Hampshire Regiment, wrote
in his diary:
"Oct. Tthe A detachment of the enemy marched out upon the left

of our army,s.e«.and posted themselves on & small height in a cleared
field about a quarter of a mile from our advanced guard.'o99

4, Woodruff: Samuel Woodruff fought in the battle of October 7th and
fifty years later revisited the scene. In the following account he describes
what seems to be the field on the British lefts

"The principal part of the ground....October 7th is known by
the neme of Freeman's farm. It was then covered by a thin growth
of pitch-pine wood without underbrush, excepting one lot of about
six or eight acres, which had been cleared and fenced. On this spot
the British grenadiers under...Major Aclands.... (Thus it would
seem that this field is probably the one on the left of the British
line Oct. 7th, first phase, and not Freeman's field)%%

5. Matton: (1835) General Ebenczer Matton visited the battlefield in

1835. He served in the Battles of Saratoga in Captein Furnival's Artillery
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Company and has left the following description of the British left:

"We advanced to a height of ground which brought the enemy in
view, and opened fire. the enemy sartillery however was too strongs)
We then advanced into the line of infantry....In our front there was
8 field of corn, in which the Hessians were secreted. o°

Contemporary British Accounts:

1.

2.

General Burgoynes Burgoyne wrote of the battle of Oct. 7ths

Moot was judged advisible to make a movememt to the enemy's
left, not only to discover whether there were any possible means of
forcing a passage should it be necessary to advance, or of dislodging
him for the convenience of & retreat, but also to cover a forage of
the army....I formed the troops within three-quarters of a mile of
the enemy's left, and Captain Fraser's rangers, with Indians and
Provincials, had orders to go by secret paths in the woods to gain
the enemy's rear,...®o6

Bloomfield: Ceptain Bloomfield served in the royal artillery and was

stationed on the left centre of the British line in the first phase of the

battle of October 7th. There he was wounded and taken prisoner by the Ameri-

canse.

3e

The following testimony was given before the House of Commonss

"25. A. The ground on which the artillery was posted was a clear
spot, in a great measure surrounded by woods, the skirts
of which on our left was distant about two hundred yards
where the attack first began. The two medium twelve-
pounders were posted on g small eminence, nearly in the
center of this cleared spot between the German picquets
and a detachment of the Hesse-Hanau regiment. On the
enemy's column approaching (the artillery opened fiqé)...
notwithstanding which, they drew up along the skirts of
the wood behind trees,...soon after this I heard firing
on the right towards a cleared spot, separated £rom us by
a wood on which the light infantry were posted on very
commanding ground. On their retreating, as also the 24th
rogiment who was drawn up in the wood on our right, the
enemy made their appearance on an eminence on our right,
and cut off the retreat of the artillery."o7

Digbys

"...soon after (one o'clocE} which, we gained an eminence
within half a mile of their camp, where the troops took postjee.
About 3 o'clock, our heavy éuns began to play, but the woods
around being 50 thick...."?
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4, Pell: Joshua Pell, a British officer, fought in the second battle.

He regcorded in his diary:

Oct. 7th. "Teking their (British) rout thro'the wood on the
Right of Freeman's Farm.

Contemporary German Accounts:

1. Pausch: Captain Pausch was with the British flanking column on
Oct., 7th, commending 2 six-pounders. He was stationed on the British left
flank. The following is his description of his march from the British en-
trenched camp to the first battle area Oct. 7th.

"Leaving the Brunswick entrenchment (fhe Breymamn redoubX)
on our right and finally behind us, we followed a road which led
to a house and farm not far distant. This house we also left on
our right, and at length reached some underbrush and bushes. Here,
on the left of this road, we found an outpost composed of subalterns
of the Grenadiers Battalion von Breymenn, which we passed. We fol=-
lowed the road for fully half an hour, during which we halted
several times (ipr scouting and building bridng}...we continued to
march for the length of time above mentioned when we found ourselves
in front of the extended left wing of the hostile army, of which,
however, we could not see anything whatever, on account of the dense
woods and the distance. Hers we found a small cultivated end open
field entirely surrounded by woods, and at one end of which stood
8 snall habitation entirely deserted by its former occupants. Its
roof had been converted into an observatory from which all the ad-
Jjutants, engineers...were gazing through their glasses. Nothing,
however, could be discovered....Meanwhile, on a piece of ground
somewhat elevated and commending an advantageous and clear position,
I posted my two 6 pound cannon."

"At the same time," wrote Pausch, ™word was sent into the en-
trenchments of Breymann end Fraser, and the foragers ordered to cut
down the corn stalks yet standing in our rear." Soon after this the
American attack begans PAt this junction, our left wing retreated...
thereby causing a similar rout among our German commend, which was
stationed behind the fence in line of battle....Bach man for himself,
they made for the bushes....They had all run across the road into
the field end thence into the bushes, and had teken refuge behind the
trees....Their (the German) right wing was thus in front of the house
I have so often mentioned, but all was in disorder....In the meantime,
on our right wing, there was stubborn fighting on both sides, our
rear, meanwhile, being covered by a dense forest, which just before
had protected our right flank. The road by which we were to retreat

lay through the woods and was already in the hands of the enemy, who
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2.

3.

accordingly intercepted us. Finding myself,...alone,...and with

no way open but the one leading to the house where the two 12
pound cannon stood,...l had no alternative but to make my way along
it with great difficulty if I did not wish to be stuck in a DAMNED
crooked road.”

"After safely reaching the house...l _presently ceme across a
little earth-work:....I still could see (from the earth-work) as
far as the plain and clearing reached, the road, on which I had
marched to this second position, open, and a chance, therefore, to
retreat....I found the rosd occupied by the enemy....the bushes were
were full of them; they were hidden behind trees...Seeing all was
irretrievably lost...I called to my few remeining men to save them-
selves, I myself, took refuge through (behind) a fence, in a piece
of dense underbrush on the right of the road....

General Riedesel: In his Memoirs, General Riedésel wrote:

“"All crossed...the right flank in a large circuit through the
woods. The first picket ericaé}, which was met near Waisser's
house, was driven in, and the eminence, on which it stood occupied.
Toward three in the afternoon, the Ydgers discovered near a house,
that lay a little in advance and was separated from them by a ditch
(Raving), a small body of Americans."

"e.o.finally at 4 PM they attacked his CEprgoynefE) left wing
soon forcing the English grenadiers, who were stationed in the woods at
this point, to retreat.”ot

In his lefter of October 2l¢iwto the Duke of Brunswick, Riedesel wrote:

"We marched off to the right in 3 columns, drove the enemy from
a retrenched house and took possession of & hill opposite a school-
house, behind which on a hill their left wing was stationed. We
formed our line as well as the lay of the land permitted, placing
our colurns on the hills. The English grenadiers stood on the left
wing in the woods....The enemy...attacked the English grenadiers in
the woods on the flank and rear....Tnis command, however, made a good
retreat into the woodse...' °%

German Officer:

"Toward 3 ofclock in the afternoon the enemy were driven from
several positions and the corps marched up to Weisser's House. The
enemy meanwhile remained quiet, being hidden from view by W00ds. ... 63
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Secondary Accounts:

1.

2.

3

Hoyt: (1825)

"We continued our route across Nelson's farm on an eminence,
in advance of Gates' camp, the frequent post of Morgan's rifbmen,
and passing a ravine and open field beyond, we reached a wood
where his regiment was drawn up, on the right of Gates's Iine,s.."

"The British line (Qct. 7t@ extended from this point (crowmng
a height) westerly about & third of a mile, crossing two open fields
and an intervening copse of wood, to some high ground within view....
On the south, in front of the line, the ground falls off to a rill,
then covered with brushes..' o=

Sparks: (1830)

"The action of the 7th Oct. begen nearly a mile to the south-
west of Freeman's house, and not more than three-quarters of a mile
from the Americen Camp. The spot is now in sight of Nelson's house
on the high ground in the camp, but at that time it was doubtless
hidden by the intervening woodSeece.' oY

Neilson: (1844)

™One of Gates' aids proceeded about half a mile to a small
rise of ground, (near Asa Chatfield's house) where he discovered
them (-_he BrltlSD about 60 rods in advance, in a wheat field, and
foragers in the act of cutting the wheat or standing straw; and
several officers mounted on the top of a cabin (Joseph Munger's,)
from whence, with their glasses, they were endeavouring to recon-
noitre the American left, which was concealed from their view by
the intervening woods."

"sbout 2 in the afternoon, the Britisn line of battle was
formed across a newly cultivated piece of ground; their grenadiers,
under Lajor Ackland, and their artillery...,occupied a rise of
ground on the left, bordering on a wood and coversed in front by the
head of the middle ravine; their light-infantry under Lord Balcarreas,
in a southwestern dirgction, and on their extreme right, and covered
by & rail fence;....(Cermans in the center).' :

"As he @1lle§) approached near a brush fence" on the British
left, and on the British right Neilson also mentions amnother fences
"The British were rallied and reformed by the Earl of Balcarras
behind a fence in the rear of their first position."

t
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4, Lossincs (1848)

"de proceeded to a rise of ground covered with woods, half a
mile from Fort Neilson (near the house of Asa Chatfield), where he
discovered the British in a wheat field cutting straw, and several
officers on the top of a cabin (Joseph Munger's) with & spy glasSees.

n

"The grenadiers under Major Ackland, and the artillery, under
Major Williams, were stationed on the left, upon a gentle eminence
on the borders of a wood and covered in front by Mill Creek or Middle
Ravine."©f

5. Stones: (1877) William Stone also follows Colonel James Wilkinson
and Charles Neilson's account of the first phase of the action October 7th:
"The British advanced..., entered a wheat field 200 yards

southwest of the site of the action of the 19th, deployed into line,
and began cutting wheatees."

Stone also mentions & "brush fence™ in this area, 68

6. Brandow: (1919)

"They @he Britiszlj moved towards the southwest about 2/3s of
a mile and deployed in an open clearing and sat down while a detail
of drivers...foraged in a wheat field. This place is the southern
slope of a rise of ground just north of the middle ravine.™

Brandow also mentions fences on the British rignt and lefts

"Dearborn with his men leaped the fence and charged @lcarres' méE.
"Balcarras rallied and formed them again behind a second fence."

Brandow quotes Col. Wilkinson's description of the position of the
British grenadiers on the left flank, the wounded men being “propped up against

stumps of trees"while Major Acland lay "in the angle of a worm fence."

"The British in retreating to their defenses were hotly pursued
through the woods by the Americans,"69

7. MNickerson: (1928)

"Here they (Ehe British) halted on & gentleswell of land north
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of the Creek Cﬁiddle Raviqé), deployed into line with their left
near the road, and sat down in a wheat field. The generals...
mounted to the roof of an sbandoned cabin, from which they peered
at the woods in the vain attempt to see something of the rebel
PosSitiONeses

"The position of the 1500 was weak...they were dangerously
extended, for the desire to hold & little rise on their right had
strung them out over a front of more than a 1000 yards. It was
true that this rise, like a similar hummock on which their left
stood, had been cleared for cultivation and therefore gave a cer-
tain scope for artillery....Both flanks rested upon woods admirably
calculated to shelter an advancing enemy. '

Nickerson also mentions fences on the British left and right:

Major Acland "lay helpless in one of the angles of a 2igzag
rail fence.,"

"Balcarras, however, unlike Acland, was still stending and
menaged to rally them behind a rail fence a little to the rear,"70

Summary s

The area from the Froeman farm area southwest to the battle arsa of
October 7th, first phase, seems to have been largely in woods, crossed only
by the crudest wagon tracks. In the érea where the second battle began, just
north of the middle ravine, lay two small open and cultivated fields, separated
by heavy forest, and each field being entirely surrounded by dense woods. The
two fields were fenced by worm fences, and the crop: in the small field on the
British left was wheat. Just south of the middle ravine, were several small
fields and farm houses, but the rest of the ground between the middle ravine
and the American left was densely forested, the British being unsble to ob-

tain any view of the American works on their recomnoitring expedition.

E. HEIGHTS JUST NORTH OF THE GREAT RAVINE, September 18th and October 8th.

Contemporary American Accounts:
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1.

Varicks On September 18, Richard Varick, Aide de Cemp to General

Arnold, went on a scouting expedition in the area just north of the Great

Ravine. Varick wrote General Schuyler the following accounts

2e

8‘

"I joined the Genl. (Arnéld) about 2% miles from Camp in the
Woods, from there we Marched to the West of Mr. Taylers House @he
House where Fraser die@, Where the left Division of our Infantry
discovered a party of the Enemy of 32 or 33 digging Potatoes in a
Corn Field &bout North West from Mr. Taylers House & South of an
Encampment of theirs....As the Woods was thick & Very Brushy...he
ordered his Troops to return on the Ground Where I found him---It
is exceeding Good fighting Ground due West from the House where we
had our Bricks from last Yesr.

About 400 of the Enemy came out about 2 o'clock to build the
Bridge on this Side Mr. Taylers. We were in Hopes they would have
proceeded down Where We should have surrounded them. They lay in
full View of Us for 2 or 3 Hours-& had part of their Troops posted
in the Line from Taylers House to the Road, but the Wood was too
thick North Ward for Even an Attempt to surround them."'-

Colonel Viilkinsons

"On the 8th CO_ctobej'_-) in the morning the whole army except
the cemp guerds, moved forward and took possession of the enemy's
abandoned campe....The heights on which Burgoyne had condensed his
force were strong by nature and had been improved by art; the
great ravine which now covered his front, ran parallel with the
intrenchments of his late camp, and several small drains, covered
with saplings and brushwood, emptied their waters into the great
ravine from the rear of those entrenchments, the ground in front
being an open pine plain....?v2

Putnams Colonel Rufus Putnam noted on his Orthographic View of the

American and British Cemps in the area of the Great Ravine:s "British Redoubts

having in front a deep hollow ground full of Trees and Logs which prevented

an attack on the British army that day (October 8th, 1777)."7°

4.

Lincolns General Benjemin Lincoln was wounded while scouting in the

area north of the Great Ravine. In 1797 he wrote the following letter to

Genoral Williasm Heaths



Oct. 8th "The right CEpericgé} accordingly moved; and on
showing durselves in front of their lines, they immediately
abandoned their works, and retired to rising ground, covered
with & thick wood, a little to the rearsese”

"In attempting to execute this order, I fell in with a
body of the enemy!s troops, in a thick woods, detached to cover
their right while I was absent at headquarters. I entered an
open cart path, which led through the woods, rode in it some
distance, and did not discover any troops till I passed an angle
in the road."’4

Contemporary German Accounts:

1. General Riedesel: On the 19th of deptember Riedesel, with his

division, was advancing along the river. They were repairing a bridge
across the Wilbur basin stream, when they heard firing on the right.
Riedesel then wrote:

"Not deeming it prudent to teke the next way through the
woods, he (General Philligg) rode back, and followed the track
of the right wing or second column...the latter (Bermen troops)
occupying the heirhts around Tayler's house on the other side
of the ditch and those in the wood on the cross road where
Captain Fredersdorf stood with his two companies.®

Secondary Accounts:

1. Nickerson: (1928)

"@&t. 8@E}Burgoyne's Tories and his German riflemen skir-
mished with the American outposts back and forth among the
birches of the Great Ravine."76

Summary:

The Heights just north of the Great Ravine, prior to the British oc-
cupation, appear to heve been densely wooded. After the British occupation,
during which time three redoubts were constructed in this area, and on
October 8th when the British army withdrew to this place, the Heights, to
some extent, were cleared. The greatest part of this area, however, even on
October 8th, is still shown as being covered with forest on the maps of
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Lt. ¥m. C. Tiilkinson.

F. PLATEAU JUST SCUTH OF WILBUR BASIN, WHICH FORMED THE LEFT WIKG OF THE
BRITISH CAi’P. September 20th to CGctober 7th.

Contemporary American Accounts:

1. Colonel Vilkinson:

Oct. 8th: "Several small drains...emptied their waters into
the great revine from the rear of those intrenchments (fhe British
lines abandoned on the left wing in the morning of the 8@5} the
ground in front being an open pine plain....™?7 T

2. Warren: Captain Benjamin Warren served in the 7th Lassachusetts
Regiment of the fmerican army and was stationed on the right wing. On the

8th of October he recorded in his diary:

"The General cameeand marched us up the Cgiqu} Road in the low
land, till we came within fifty rods of the enemy's lines. Formed
on a Great height; a small cannonesde ensued on both sides. They
being in their lines, and we in the open field."78

Contemporary German Accounts:

l. Pausch: On September 15th Laptain Pausch was advancing slong the
river bank with Riedesel's column. Pausch wrote:
"We came across a demolished bridge over a swampy ditch."
Shortly after repairing this, they ceme to another demolished bridge, soon
firing was heard to the right. Pausch was then ordered up a hill to the right

and to the front. A small detachment was sent to "a hill in our front, sparsely

covéred with trees and brushwood." Pausch was then ordered to accompany

Riedesel, who was marching to relisve Burgoyne. Pausch wrote:

Y. semarched for about & quarter of an hour in the direction
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of the firing. We then formed in line of battle, I placing the two
cannon in the road which led into the woods. Tne fences, which lay
to the left, I had already quickly thrown downee.e." @His seems o
indicate that the small field shown on Vilkinson's map and the Final
Study Map (%}ﬁ) was fenced_.j :

On September 20th Pausch rejoined the left wing and was stationed on

the river bluffs. He wrote at that tive: ™The left wing of our army, under

Gen. Riedesel, rests on a mountain opposite the right wing of the enemy, and

is also in a forest."

"Between our left wing and the enemy's right are a swamp and a

very deep ravine, covered with heavy bushes and trees,...”

On September 2lst Pausch notes that they are clearing fields of fire
in front of the British lines:

"There was an alarm this morning among the men who were chopping
trees in the woods for the purpose both of making a clearing in front
of the army, and of opening up a communication between the pickets and
outposts.” 19

2+ Riedesel: On the 19th Gensral Riedesel marched from the river to the
aid of Burgoyne's column. In his Memoirs the Gemeral noted "he (Riedesel)
hastened as quickly as possible on a road, 1%,— English miles long, through the
woods till he arrived on an eminence from the top of which he could see the
engagement of the right wing."80
In his letter of October 2lst to the Duke of Brunswick, he also

wrote: "I marched 8hrough the wood up the mountain and found to my greatest

-t~

amazement that I stood right on the flanks of both armies. "5l
The General described the fortified camp of the left wing of the
British army as follows:

"The entire C]'_ei‘g') front was protected by a deep marshy ditch,
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with an undergrowth of wood along its sides, seid ditch running
close to the line in the centre and winding off around the right

. flank...sTo the left the ditch emptied itself in the valley near
the declivity of hills, at the distance of 300 paces on the other
side of the chain of sentries. Behind the ditch, palisades and
barricades of immense trees, cut down, rose up, for trees were
close at hand. In the valley about 400 paces beyond the other
bridge No. 3, the angle of the forest extended along the Hudson,
and ran up through the hollow so far as the declivity of the hill
and behind said angle in the edge of the forest, the Americans had
stationed their most advenced outposts.”

"Near the water, about 400 paces from bridge No. 3, was a
eorner of the forest extending down the hills, behind which the
enemy had his outposts™

On September 2lst General Riedesel describes the consbtruction of
a road on the plateau before the left wings

"At daybreak of the 2lst, ordered 1000 working men, under the
supervision of 2 engineers, to cut a road through the woods in the
direction where the Americans were supposed to be encamped....The
working party, after masking a road} he left wing as far as the™

ditch, were attacked."

By September 23rd the troops were cleafing a field of fire before

the lines on the left wing: "Sept. 23; In front of the lines in the woods,

trees were felled to within a distance of one hundred paces."

"At 9 in the evening of the same day ngpt. 28@5} an outpost
of the Hesse Hanau regiment near the river was surprised and driven
by & party of 50 men who had come suddenly upon them through a
field of corn (Wheati)! (This would be the field at 9N, Final Study
Mep:) LY

"The Americans sent patrols around the right wing of the Eng-
lish, and even had the audacity to come up close behind hegdquarters
in the centre. On the lst of Uctober, a few English soldiers, who
were digring potatoes in a field 500 paces in the rear of Headquarters,
Were suddenly surprised, the enemy, Who suddenly 1Ssued TTOm The WoodSe..."82
CTis wovld be the €aldat M Fiuval stody Map,

In the letter of Yctober 21‘%5 to the Duke of Brunswick, Riedesel wrote

of this periods

"As the greatest part of the army stood in the middle of a wood,
all the trees were cut down and rows and layers of trees and earth
made. .. s the enemy was on all sides of us, in woods which were unknown
to us." ©9
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3¢ Germen Officers

"On the 2DFh of September we took up a position as near as
possible to the enemy's intrenchment...being separated from them
by forests and ravines.,"

®0n the 2lst the enemy decidedly objected to our hewing paths
through the forest to our advanced outposts.”

"Then we cut down several thousand trees, not only to give our
cannon more play room, but also to increase the efficiency of their
range." °%

\
Secondary Accounts:

1. Nickerson: (1928) Nickerson describes this area in connection with
General Burgoyne's advance on September 19ths

"With the rest of his army Burgoyne proposed to attempt the
difficult task of advancing through the woods....Having crossed the
C@reaiDRavine{ the centre column found itself upon a wagon track
running east and west. To the southward extended a plateau on
which the pinewood was thinner than that through which they had
been marching, but over it no track led forward....Burgoyne chose
to turn westward,m

"On paining the plateau (Pept. 19th), Riedesel saw at once
that the white sandy track before him led through a pinewood
thinner and more open then most of the near by woods. 6o

Summary s
The plateau just south of Wilbur Basin and on which the British later

constructed the left wing of their entrenched cemp appeared to have been

less neavily forested than the areas just ncrth and south on September 19th,
the plateau being described as being covered with "a thin pine forest.®™ There
were also seversl cultivated fields in this area; Pausch mentions passing
fences on the 19th; the crop of this field is unknown, but it was apparently
fenced. The crop of the field just north-west of Burgoyne's headquarters was
‘at least in part potatoes; the field along the Hudson at 9N contained wheat.

9M "OM
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After the British began the construction of their fortified camp, the area
was further opened up as trees were used in the construction of the forti-
fications and a field of fire at least 100 yards long was cleared before the
lines. The area south of the plateau and Mill Creek, as well as to the south-
east, was densely forested. The contemporary accounts of the fields, the
building of a road, and the general forest cover, thus all substantiate the

maps of Lt. Wilkinson in this ares.

G. THE GENERAL AREA BETWEEN THE AMERICAN AND BRITISH CAMPS

Contemporary British Accounts:

1. Anburey: Lt. Anburey, camped by the Balcarres redoubt, wrotes

"The enemy, in front of our quarter guard, within hearing,
are cutting trees and meking more works."

2. Digby: Lt. Digby was also camped at the Balcarres redoubt:

Sept. 20th "...we could distinctly hear them Cihe Americané)
in the wood between us felling trees;"

Sept. 29th ™About day break our picquet was fired on from.
the wood in front,..."

Contemporary German Accounts:

1. Pausch: Stationed on the left wing of the camp, Captain Pausch wrote:

"One can see nothing of their C@nericaé} camp or entrenchments
owing to the dense forests which hide them." 8%

2. Riedesels By & ruse of accompanying doctors to the American outposts,
Riedesecl wrote in his Memoirs, Captain Gerlach attempted to see the American
position,

Tout gained nothing, as a dense wood, prevented him from seeing
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anything...a2lthough he had been 2000 paces beyond the outposts

of the BEnglish. Ihe same day General Riedesel went out recon-
noitring on an expedition with the Yggers. His intention was to
explore the course of the ditch (in front of the left wing), and

he succeeded in gaining the other side, but the bank was so steep

and covered With such dense Thickets that nobody could gettarough."89

3. German Officers:

"...We took up a position as near as possible to the enemy's
intrenchment...being separated by forest and ravines.® 90

Contemporary American Accounts;

1l., Col. %ilkinson:

Both armies encamped "and the forest resounded under the strokes
of the axe."91

Secondary Accounts:

1. Neilson: (1844)

*The dense forest that intervened between the center of the
(Bmerican) cemp and the battlefield..."92

2. Brandow: (1919)

"These ravines (@ill Creek, Kiddle Kavine, ete.) being thickly
wooded, filled with fallen timber and tangled brushwood, and with
sides very steep, were practically impassable for large bodies of
men equipped for battle, and of course were easily defended.”

"...the thick woods effectively screened each camp from the other."93

3. Nickerson: (1928)

"Even today, after the deforestBtion of a century and a half, no
part of Gates' position can be seen from anywhere within half &€ mile
southward of this ravine (the Great Ravine). In the woods of 1777 no
distent view whatever could be had."

"The woods and dense undergrowth completely screened each side
from the other." 9%
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Summazz:

The general area between the two hostile camps was covered with the

densest forest, completely hiding each cemp, except possibly along the Hudson.

H. RIVER PLAINS, AREA OF WILBUR BASIN.

Contemporary British Accounts:

1. Burgoyne:

"The army lay upon their arms the night of the 19th, and the
next day took & position nearly within cannon shot of the enemy,
fortifying their right, and extending their left to the brow of the
the heights, so as to cover the meadows through which the great
river runs,ees"90

2. Anburey: On September 19th Anburey writes that the center and
right wing advanced through "the woods," while the left wing advanced along

the river through "the meadows."96

Secondary Accounts:

1. Hoyt: (1825)

"Smith's house (the Tayler Hbu§§5...is now) situated in a
handsome meadow bordering on the Hudson, the same embraced by
Burgoyne's hospital camp.™97

2, Stone: (1877)

Oct. 8th " Burgoyne left his position, now utterly untenable,
end defiled on to the meadows by the rivert..."98

Summary:
Part of the land between the Hudson River and the river bluffs by

¥Wilbur Basin was in meadows.
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I. GROUND COVER BEFORE THE RIGHT, LEFT AND CENTER OF THE AMERICAN CAMP,
September 13 to October 8, 1777.

Contemporary Americen Accounts:

1. Colonel Wilkinson: Colonel Wilkinson describes the ground cover

around the American Cemp as follows:

"..ohis CEgtesE) front was covered from the right to the left
of the centre, by a sharp ravine running parallel with his line
end closely wooded: from thence to the knoll at his extreme left,
the ground was level and had been partially cleared, some of the
trees being felled and others girdled, beyond which in front of
his left flank, and extending to the enemy's right, there were
several smell fields in very imperfect cultivation, the surface
broken and obstructed with stumps and fallen timbereees °v

2. Glover: In a letter to General William Heath, dated September 21,
1777, Brigadier-General John Glover wrote:
™Ve are making every mnecessary preparation to receive them,

by falling Trees, & Abeteeing the passes between the North River
% Saratoge Lake about 6 miles distance, 00

3. Wild: Sergeant Ebenezer Wild served in Captain Hancock's Company
of Colonel Joseph Voses™ Regiment (the First Massachusette). Vose'!s Regiment
made up a part of Gemsral Johm Glover's Brigade, which served in both battles
of Saratoga. In his Journal Sergeant Wild noted: September 11, "camped in a
field." gg; Bemis deights; studying evidence contained in Wild's journal and
Richard Varick's letters to Philip Schuyler, dated September 22, 1777, which
mutually support each other, the writer believes Glover's brigade was camped
on the plateau jus:;EZd below Fort Neilson untii the 22nd of Sebtember. this
theory disagrees with the troop positions as shown on Richard Koke's maf of
the First Battle of Freeman Farm, which indicates that Glover éamped along the

river bluffs on the 19th of September. Wild's journal and Varick state, how-

ever, that Glover did not move to this position until the 22nd of September.
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If the writer's theory is correct, then the field referred to above may well
be the original Neilson Farm clearing.)

"Sept. 16. A very large party of our men have been to work
to dsy cutting down trees and building a breast work in front of our
encampment.

"Sept. 18. Regt grounded their arms, and went and got tools
and went to work building a breast work in front of our encampment.

"Sept. 19. Ve marched from our camp and manned the works
above us (Fort Neilsonf).*101
4, Varick: Richard Varick, aide de camp to General Arnold, wrote the
following accounts of the ground cover in the area of the Ameriéan camp to
ngeral Schuyler:
Sept. 12, 1777...%The lead line AA represents the Valley in

front of our Camp on the North of which is a thin wood, & I think
full as high Ground as we possess on the South.»

Sept. 16. ™le have a picket on Very high Ground which commands
our Camp except where Morgan lies, however the Trees fallen between
that Ground & our Camp will prevent a Coup de Mein from that Quarter."

Sept. 22. "The Woods round us are cut & cutting down to form sn
Abbattis against a Charge of Bayonets or sudden Surprise.” (iIn a
letter that day Varick remarked, "Glover's Brigade is removed to the
Rear of Nixons Cemp & in the lower works.™)

Sept. 22. ™A work is thrown up & Abbattis of fallen Trees in
the Vioods North of Pattersons Brigade. -~

Contemporary British Accounts:

1. Captain Money: Captain Money served as Deputy Quarter Master Gensral

in Burgoyne's army. The followingz testimony on the nature of right and left
wings of the Americen cemp was given in the House of Commonss

"35.Q. Was you not often employed between the day of that action
@ept.'l%m and the a ction of the 7th of October to recon-
noitre?

A, I was.



36.Q. Tias you able to obtain a view of the enemy's position?

A. I obtained a view of the position of the right of the rebel
entrenchments.

37.Q. Vhat was the nature of their position to the right, with re-
gard to entrenchments?

A. They were posted on a hill that came very near the river. On
the top of the hill was & strong breastwork, at the foot an
abbatis.

39.Q. Could you obtain a view of the left wing of the enemy?

A. I never sew the left wihg of the enemy's entrenchments till I

was taken prisoner( Oct. 7th) and conducted through their works.
45.Q. Had you an opportunity, after you was prisoner, to see the left
of the enemy's entrenchments?

A. I had.
46,Q. Was the ground within cannon shot of the left open and commanding
it?

A. A1l the ground I saw was cleared and entrenched.

48.Q. Had we gained possession of that ground, and been able to erect
batteries of our heaviest guns, would not the whole line of the
enemy been enfiladed?

A, The ground alluded to was entrenched, and commanded the whole
of the rebel cemp and linese.e.. "+

2. Kingston: Lt. Col. Kingston served as Deputy Adjutant General and
Secretary to Burgoyne:

"75.Q. From your conversation with the chief engineer, and from
other circumstances, have you reason to know, that every
possible means was used after the action of the 19th, to
obtain a knowledge of the ground on the enemy's left?

A. I had frequent conversations with the chief engineer on
that subject. I believe his attention was given to that
point almost every day, and a knowledge of that ground I
understood to be very difficult to be obtained. 1U%

3. Anburey: Lt. Arburey wrote:

"The nature of the country is peculiarly unfavorable in respect

to military operations, it being difficult to reconnoitre the enemy,

end obtain any intelligence to be relied Ofles s s W10

Contemporary German Accounts:

1. Captain Pausch:

Sept. 20th "The (BEmericep) right wing, resting on a mountain,
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has the Hudson for an appagement....The adjacent, though not large
plain, and also the road to Albany, are defended by strong detach-
ments as far as the river. In the thickets, in the overgrown gorges,
and in the ravines at the foot of the mountain, are also strong de-
tachments....One can.see nothing of their cemp or entrenchments owing
to the dense forests which hid them."

"The left wing of the enemy, according to report, reaches far
beyond our right wing and outnumbers it. They are said to be encamped
behind thick woods in an abattis..."1UO

2. General Riedesel: In a letter of Uctober 2lst to the Duk9 of Bruns-

wick, Riedesel wrote:

"The enemy stood on steep hills in fortifications, with a swamp
and sbattises in front."107

3. Baroness Riedesel: In the iemoirs of the Baroness Riedesel is con-

tained the following letter written from Stillwater, October 18th, 1777, and
signed by Riedesel and 211 the German officers:

"This Céperican righi) wing was protected in front by a large,
marshy ravine, and behind, its lines were screened by an abatis.
The left wing extended on to a heightg, upon the top of which stood
a school house, and its left flenk was likewise screened, on the
side of the hill, by felled trees. 108

Secondary Accounts:

1. Chastellux: (1780)

"In front of them (the American river redoubtgj is a deep
ravine which runs from the west, in which is a small creek. This
ravine takes its rise in the woods, and all the ground on the
right of it is extremely thick set with wood.™

Writing of the American left, Chastellux noted:

"Towards the northwest, you come out of the lines to descend
another platform, which presents a position the more favourable,
as it commands the surrounding woods, and resists everything which
might turn the left flank of the army."109
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Neilson: (1844)

"The front of the (émerlcaﬁ) camp was covered from the right
to teft by a deep ravine, running nearly parallel with the line,
and a great part of the way by a dense forest.

"From a little left of the fort (ﬁeilsoﬁ) and for some dis=-
tance west, large trees were felled in every direction, which
presented an almost insurmountable barrier. iiv

Lossings: (1848)

"He Cﬁpmiﬁ) owned a portion of the heavy timbered heights
near hime..."

"On the summit of the heights, 3/4s of a mile northwest of
Bemis's, the father of Yr. Neilson owned a clearing of a few
acres when the War broke OUG,sssm

"The front of the C@nerlcaiD camp was covered by a deep
ravine skirted by a dense forest, running nearly parallel with
the lines, from the river hills westward "

"For some distance west of the fort (ﬁbilsoﬁ) large trees
were felled, and presented a strong abatis toward the enemy."Ill

Stone: (1877)

"The (Americem) left wing extended onto a heights 3/4s of &
mile further north, its left flaunk being also protected on the
hillside by felled trees, or SLASHINGS.

"The (Americag) right winé occupied & hill nearest the river,
and was protected in front by a wide, marshy ravine, and behind
this by an abattis.”

Brandows: (1919)

"The whole szericaﬁ) camp was fortified by strong batteries
and breastworks as well as by natural defenses of ravines and thick

Wo0dS.eesIn addition to the breastworks the left and front on the
Heh ground were made difficult of approach by an abatis formed of
trees felled with their tops outward."llo

" Nickerson: (1928)

"Along its actual trace the main line of (American) resistance
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was two miles long, but since the centre and most of the right
were hard to approach, the actual distance to be defended was
far shorter. In front of Fort Neilson, the most exposed point,
& beginning had been made in clearing the ground. Some of the
trees were still standing, although girdled and dead. The
trunks of the others had fallen and lay every which way among
the stumps.' 114

Summarys

The ground cover in the area of the American camp must be worked-out
generally, based on contemporary written accounts, as the maps of Lt. V.
C. Wilkinson indicate that area only in a most general way and with some
inaccuracy, while the known American maps show even less of the ground cover
than the British. Written accounts, however, suggest that most of the region
was heavily forested prior to the American occupation, with the exception of
the Neilson farm, and perhaps one or two others. In the process of constructing
breastworks, abattises, and clearing fields of fire, the open area was un-
doubtedly greatly extended. The evidence indicates that the regions in front
of the rizht, center and left of the American camp were demsely forested.
Cleared fields of fire of about 100 yards before the lines, the camping area,
and the cleared region to the west of Fort Neilson have been indicated on the
new map.

III. EFFECT OF THE FORESTS ON THE STRATEGY AND TACTICSDURING THE TWO
BATTLES OF SARATOGA.

Extracted below are remarks of contemporaries in the two battles,

showing the effect of the ground cover on the course of the fighting.

American Contemporary Accounts:

1. Col. Wilkinson: Writing of the action on September 19th, Wilkinson

noteds
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"This battle was perfectly accidental; neither of the generals
meditated an attack at the time....The thickness and depth of the
intervening wood (in the Freeman Farm ares) concealed the position
and movements of either army from its adversary.'llo

~

Contemporary British Accountss

1l. Burgozne:

"On the day following (Egptember 20@55, it was known from
prisoners and deserters, that the enemy were in a post strongly
fortified; but from the thiclmess of the wood, it was impossible

to catch a view of eny part of their position."

" ..and from...the strength and darkness of the surrounding
woods, it had not yet been practicaeble to gain any competent
knowledge of their positiomn. "

Writing of the decision made on September 20th to entrench rather’
than attack, Burgoyne remarkeds:

M. ..that enemy too in a position of which no further knowledge
could be obtained than that it was covered by an intrenchment and
sabattis, and the approach to be made through g thick wood, without
any avenue Out.ees"

"Upon this principle I submit the plan annexed (Plan No. V).
It will also shew the nature of the ground between the two armies,
and serve to explain the difficulties the witnesses express of
taking a view of the enemy' s leffteees

"As for any other intelligence than what could be obtained by

gye-sight it was generally contradictory,...l never saw any instance

of service where it was so difficult to obtainm information, 110

2, Earl of Harrington: The Earl of Harrington, aide de camp to Bur-

goyne, gave the following testimony in the House of Commons on the action of
September 19th in the Freeman Farm area:

"47.Q. Were not different attempts made by the General's orders to
charge the enemy with bayonets, and did not these attempts
fail by the heaviness of the enemy's fire and thickness of
the woodg?

A. There were many attempts made for that purpose, and they all
failed except the last, when the British troops finally
drove them out of the field."
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The Earl of Barrington also speaks of the "thickness of the woods"

interfering with British movements in the first phase of the battle of “ctober 7‘th.117

3. Captain Money: Captain Money, Deputy Adjutant General and Secretary

to Burgoyne, taken prisoner October 7th, testified as follows before the House
of Commons:

"49,Q. Did you every hear, in conversation with the rebel officers,
that General Arnold, forseeing that inconvenience, had
marched out of his lines, and attacked without orders from
General Gates (gn Oct. 7th)?

A, I did hear that Gemeral Arnold had marched out on the 7th of
October, without orders from General Gates. I did also hear
that he advised going out to meet Gemsral Burgoyne on his
march, and engaging him before he approached their lines;
and the reason he gave was thisy If General Burgoyne should
ever come near enough their lines to be able to make use of
his artillery, that he would certainly possess himself of
their camp; that their troops in that case would never stand
any where; but if, on the other hand, the rebels should be
defeated in the woods, the troops would, after that, have
confidence in their works, for whnich reason Arnold advised
risking an action in the woods before Gemsral Burgoyne came
near enough to see their works.'i1O

4. BEarl of Balcarres: The Earl of Balcarres, in spesking of the action

of September 19th, noted:

"26.Q. Prom the nature of the country, was it possible to discern the
enemy's position or movements, to form anmy judgment what at-
tacks were in force, and what were feints?

A. T think not.

42.Q. TFrom the nature of the country, and the situation of the
enemy's out-posts, was it possible to recommoitre their
position?

A. From the nature of the country, the difficulties attending
reconnoitering must have been very great.":iv

5. Lt. Col. Kingston:

"68.A. Add to this, the country was a very thick wood, and the
situation of the rebel camp, I believe, could not by any
means be recomnoitred within that space of time (Dept. 19th
to 20thj."
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Speaking of October 7th:

"78.Q. Did you conceive that the chief purpose of that
movement (of the flanking column) was to attain
a knowledge of the left of the enemy's position,
and if expedient to attack them there? .
A. I understood it was."

Contemporary German Accounts:

l. General Riedésel: Writing of the period September 2Cth to October 7th

to the Duke of Brunswick, Riedesel stated:

"The enemy was on all sides of us, in woods which were unknown
to us. L2l

2. German Officer: A German officer wrote of the action of September 19th:

"On September 19th, both armies encountered each other in a
swamp. The neighborhood, which consisted of wooded knolls, ravines,
morasses, etc., was the cause of amazing mistakes on both sides.

Secondary Accountss

1. DNeilson: (1844) Charles Neilson, in writing of the battle of
September 19th, remarks:

"Neither of them Cgénold or Fraser) was able, on account of
the woods, to perceive the movements of his enemy, L1<6

2. Lossing: (1848) Writing of the action in the Freeman Famarea
September 19th, Lossing states:

"So dense was the forest and so uneven the ground, that 1
neither party fairly comprehended the movements of the other,...." 2¢

3. Nickerson: (1928)

"The thick woods and the activity of the rebel outposts had
completely prevented them (the British) from recomnoitring the
hostile position, L4v




Summarys:

The dense and heavy forests that covered the battle area of 1777 had a
decisive effect on both the strategy and tactics adopted by the American and
British armies in the two battles of Freeman Farm, September 19th and Octo-
ber 7, 1777. On the 19th Burgoyne advanced through an unknown forest which
screened an unknown American entrenched cemp. Burgoyne's troép dispositions
were made in an attempt to advance safely through the foresﬁ. At the same
time, the forest screened Burgoyne's movements from Gates so it can be said
that the "fog of war™ which covered the first battle was actually the great
American forest. The ground cover also had an important effect on tactics.
The European military training was designed for warfare in open areas, of
which there were very few in the battle- area of 1777. Thus the forest
rendered useless to a great extent the specialized training of the British
army and at the same time gave the Americans something of an advantage, for
they had been long schooled in forest warfare. The forest thus hindered and
made very difficult the elsborate and intricate movements of trained bodies
of troops; it also hindered the movement of the fine train of artillery that
Burgoyne possessed and greatly limited its effective range. This also may
be considered a definite advantage to the American cause, as the British
train of artillery was much stronger and better than that which the Americans
possessed.

The ground cover again exerted a decisive effect in the second battle on
October 7th. While the British possessed some knowledge of the ground and
defenses of the American right wing, the forest so effectively écreened the

Americen left wing that even after eighteen days of attempts to recomnoiter
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it, Burgoyne finally found it necessary to attempt a reconnaissance in force.
It was Burgoyne's movement with 1500 men and ten cannon, with this purpose in
mind, that brought on the second battle. The fact that the area where the
second battle opened was surrounded by dense forest enabled the Americans to
strike easily the flanks and rear of Burgoyne's force, the ground cover
failing to stop the Americaens, as the British had probably thought. It
again cut down the range of the British cannon and the ground cover made it
almost impossible for the retreating British to carry their artillery back

with them in their retreat to the Balcarres redoubt.

IV. GENERAL SUMMARY AND CONCILUSION.

As has been stated, the chief contemporary source for the new Final
Field Study Historical Base Map, which also indicates the Ground Cover of
the Park in 1777, has been the three maps of Lt. Wilkinson. After studying
these three maps, it would appear that Map No. 1 is the original mep by
Wilkinson, and No. 2 and No. 3 were engraved later by Faden and based on
No. 1. No. 2 and No. 3 are much more elaborate than No. 1, being based in
part on information Burgoyne may have picked up after his surrender. Maps
No. 2 and No. 3, however, contain glaring topographical errors which are
not found on the Wilkinson Map No. 1, such as two separate stream systems
connecting up in a way that is impossible, and indicating river hills in
areas where the ground is perfectly flat. It should be noted that the
Wilkinson Map No. 1 avoids these mistakes and probably indicates all that

| the British actually knew at the time of the battles of Saratoga. Thus it

//( can be said that VWilkinson Map No. 1 has been the chief source for the new
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Final Field Study map, while Maps No. 2 and 3 have been used to supplement it
when they checked with No. 1 or with contemporary written accounts. Inter-
preting Naps No. 2 and 3 without an actual check of the ground mey account
for the mistake of placing the large field at K11, K12, L11, L12 on the 1941
Historical Base Map, where such a field would be on the roughest possible
terrain, while the perfectly flat and fertile land along the river is indi-
cated as being heavy forest. It is the writer's opinion that the Wilkinson
Map No. 1 checks very well with the contemporary written accounts of the
Ground Cover, entrenched British positions, and the troop movements in the
first and second battles of Freeman's Farm.

Freeman Farm Field

One of the most important points to be raised in this study is the
location of the FREEMAN FARM CLEARING. It is the writer's considered
opinion that the 1941 Historical Base Map f;r Saratoge National Historical
Park is very seriously in error when it placed this field at 6D, 7D, 6E,
instead of at 6F. The following are the writer's reasons for this opinion:

1. We know thet the Freeman Field and House were at the center of
fighting in the first battle; all contemporary written evidence and the
Wilkinson Maps agree to this. The Wilkinson Maps definitely locate the
Freeman House, and the 1941 Historical Base Map agrees with them as to its
location. Lt. Hadden, Major Forbes, Captain Pausch and Gensral Riedesel were
all at Freeman's Farm during the first battle, and all agree that the House
was in the center of a fenced field, and that the chief fighting took place
in the vicinity of the Freeman House. koreover, the Wilkinson troop movement
maps indicate that Riedesel's relief force and Burgoyne's British line regi-

ments never reached the vicinity of the field at 6D, 7D, 6E in the first battle,
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but rather that this area was held late in the day by General Fraser's
regiments. It is also General Riedesel, who saw the Freemen Farm on Sep-
tember 19th, who states that the Balcarres redoubt was erected in the very
area where he had been fighting on September 19th.

2. The American Colonel, James Wilkinson, states that the field was
full of weeds, although fenced; that it was an oblong field stretching from
the British center towards its right. The maps of Lt. Wilkinson show the
Freeman House in the center of a fenced area, full of stumps and dead trees,
in short, an area not under cultivation at the time of the battle, and run-
ning from the British center, across the northern end of the elevation on\
which the Balcarres redoubt was later erected, to the British right. The
field at 6D, 7D, 6E is shown on the 1941 Base Map eand Lt. Wilkinson's Maps
fenced and definitely under cultivation; this entire field is on the British
right and nowhere near the British center or the area of heavy fighting.

3. Colonel Wilkinson, Hoyt and Neilson, the latter two writing while
there were still living men who had fought in the battles, all state that
the Freeman Field ran east and west, with the ground sloping to the south
and east. The field at 6D, 7D, 6E runs almost north and south, rather than
east and west, and the ground of this field slopes east and north, rather
than east and south. Lt. Wilkinson shows an oblong field rumning east and
west at 6F, and the ground at that point does slope east and south.

4. All secondary authorities, Sparks, Neilson, Hoyt, Lossing, Stone,
Brandow and Nickerson, indicate on their meps and in their written descrip-
tion of the area that the Freeman House stood in the midst of its own field

at a point which would be 6F on the 1941 Historical Base Map and the new

L
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Final Field Study Map, July 1949. Mr. Ellsworth of Ketchum Corners, whose
grandfather bought the house still standing at 6F from Mr. Leggert, and who
spent his whole boyhood at this house, told the writer that the "Battle Well"
in his day stood on the esast slope of the elevation on which the northern
end of the Balcarres redoubt was later erected, near the point where the
creek cuts the elevation in two. This agrees with Brandow's map. Mr. Ells-
worth also stated that he could remember the digging of the well that has
been marked by New York State as the present "Battle Well."

5. Lt. Wilkinson indicates on his maps that it was a custom of the
times for the farmers to cultivate the land right up to their very door
steps, each building being shown right in the middle of the surrounding
field. The question then comes to mind, if the 1941 Historical Base Mep
is correct in placing Freeman's clearing at 6D, 7D, 6E, why was Mr. Freeman
the only unfortunate farmer in the entire area who had to walk almost a
quarter of a mile to work every day from his house to his field? In addi-
tion to this, the Wilkinson Maps and even the 1941 Historical Base Map
indicate that two separate buildings stood at the field at €D, 7D, 6E.

% Thus it would appear that this field belonged to/ﬁompletely different

i farmer, with his own cabin and barn.

fleasurement of the Fields

A serious defect of the 1941 Historical Base lMap, aside from the
omission of entire fields and the placing of others on rough ground, is
that most of the fields are indicated in such a manner that it is impossible
to give any form to the field, to tell where the field and forest actually

begin and end, or to use the map for the purpose of taking measurements to
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lay out such fields on the ground. When problems of this nature arose, the
wiiter was forced to teke his measurements from the Lt. Wilkinson NMaps.

In order to correct this situation, the cultivated fields have been
marked in very carefully with regard to their exact size and shape. Their
size and shape were determined as follows: using a light teble, the writer
traced in the streams from the Topographic Map, Saratoga National Historical
Park, scale 800 feet to the inch. The approximate site of each field was
then determined from obvious landmarks on both the topographical mep and
Lt. Wilkinson's Maps. After this, one of Lt. Wilkinson's Maps, with the
approximate scale of 800 feet to the inch, was slipped under the tracing,
the field lined up and traced in exactly from the British map. When the
British maps indicated that a field covered an entire knoll, the writer
copied its outlines, enlarging or reducing the field as the case required,
while keeping the same shape. It is believed that this process has given
us the approximate size and shape of each field with the greatest degree of
accuracy that is possible 172 years after the battles of Saratoga.

Fields and Fences

Lt. Wilkinson's maps and contemporary written accounts of all specific
fields mentioned indicate that probably all of the cultivated fields of 1777
were fenced. No special symbol has been indicated on the Final Field Study
Map for fences, in the interest of marking the extent of each field as
accurately as possible. It should, therefore, be kept in mind that all
cultivated fields, with some pasture land, were fenced. The fence used

commonly throughout this area in 1777 seems to have been the worm or rail

fence.
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The following is & list of the fields of which specific information has

teen found in contemporary evidence as regards fences and cropss
1. Field on the British left, first phase of the Battle of October 7th
gC~ :
(at 7C, 1941 Historical Base Map): This field was fenced with a worm fence;

its crop was wheat.

2. Field on the British right, first phase of the Battle of October 7th
(at gg:.194l Historical Base lfap): This field was also fenced with a worm
fence; its crop is unknown.

3. FREEMAN FARM CLEARING AT 6F: This field was fenced with a worm
fence; it had been ebandoned so that it was full of weeds on September 19th.

4, TField northwest of Burgoyne's headquarters (at é%): Lt. Wilkinson's
Map indicates that it was fenceds its crop was at least in part potatoes.
(Varick mentions picking potatoes in a corn field, so there may have been
some other crop planted along with the potatoes.)

5. Field south of Burgoyne's headquarters (at 8%5: This small field
was probably fenced: its crop is unknown.

6. Field along the Hudson river bank (at 1%&5: This field contained
"ecorn". (To & German, such as Riedesel, the product grown in Europe known
as "corn" is what we call wheat, and does not mean maize or Indian corm.
Thus, if the Gemeral spesks of corn, he may possibly mean Indien corn, but
more likely means wheat.)

7. TField just east of Freemen clearing (at 6G): This field was fenced;

its crop was Indian corn.

Amorican and British Entrenched Cemps

The Wilkinson Meps have been followed in indicating the British troop
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positions; the exact location of the works covering the center of Fraser's
camp and the front of Burgoymne's line regiments, together with Riedesel's
troops, must await archeologicel exploration.

The 1941 Bistorical Base Map has been followed in indicating the posi-
tion of the Americen entrenched camp; further archeological research is
necessary to determine the exact location and nature of the American lines.
Thus the American emntrenched cemp is marked ip/as exactly as possible, but

it must still be considered to be a general outline.

Submitted by

CLL. nontr

Charles W. Snell

Historian

Saratoga National Historical Park
July 25, 1949
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