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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Saratoga National H istorical Park 
Stillw ater, New York

U N IT E D  STATES

July 25, 1949

Memorandum

To: The Superintendent, Saratoga NHP

From* The Historian, Saratoga NHP 

Subject: Plan of Ground Cover Restoration

I  wish to state that I  am in  fu l l  agreement with the plan o f 
ground cover restoration suggested on pages 4 and 5 o f H istorian Melvin 
J. IVeig’ s memorandum o f A p ril 19, 1949. I  believe that the ground cover 
o f the area should be restored as closely  as possible to i t s  condition on 
October 8, 1777, the point when the area had been opened up to it s  greatest 
extent in  1777. Under th is plan, only the cultivated f ie ld s  o f 1777, the 
camping areas o f both armies and the f ie ld s  o f f ire  cleared before the . 
fo r t if ie d  lines of both armies would be kept open. I t  i s  my opinion that 
the forest o f 1777 was a major factor in  the scene o f the b a tt le s  o f Freeman 
Farm, and that i t  was probably the decisive factor which aided the Americans 
f i r s t  to check the Britishadvance and then to defeat.

I  have also found f romexperience that the present-day v is ito r  
receives an en tire ly  erroneous conception o f the Battles o f Saratoga, simply 
because the region is  so widely cleared today. Even a fter a careful ex­
planation o f  the ground ccwer o f the area in  1777, i t  is  doubtful i f  the 
modern v is ito r  has enough imagination or experience to envision the forest 
o f 1777.

c£jL ia/A u s
Charles Vf. Snell 
Park H istorian
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Saratoga National H istorica l Park 

Stillw ater, New York-

U N IT E D  STATES

A REPORT ON THE GROUND COYER 

AT

SARATOGA NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK ON 

OCTOBER 8, 1777

by

Charles W. Snell 
Historian

Saratoga National H istorical Park

INTRODUCTION

The most important contemporary authority on the ground cover 

at Saratoga National H istorical Park at the time o f the Battles o f Saratoga, 

September 19th and October 7th, 1777, i s  the three maps o f Lt. Yfin. C. Wilkinson, 

Asst. Engineer in  Burgoyne’ s army in  1777. The three maps are entitled  

respectively, 1. "The Encampment Position o f the Army Under His Excy. Lt. G l. 

Burgoyne at Sword’ s and Freeman’ s Farm on Hudsons River near S tillw ater, 1777, 

with two additional overlays showing the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th positions o f the 

B ritish  forces on September 19, 1777”; 2. "Plan o f the Encampment and Position

o f the Army under His Excelly. Lt. General Burgoyne at Swords House on Hudson’ s 

River near S tillw ater on Sept. 17th, w ith the Positions of that part o f the Army 

engaged on the 19th. Sept. 1777, engraved by YJm. Faden, Published at London,

Feb. 1, 1780”; 3. "Plan o f the Encampment and Position o f the Army under His

Excelly, Lt. General Burgoyne at Braemus Heights on Hudson’ s River near Stillw ater,

-  / -



on the 20th. Sept, with the Position o f the Detachment &c. in  the Action  

of the 7th o f Octr* & the Position of the Army on the 8th. Octr. 1777*

Engraved by Win. Faden. Published a t  London, Feb. 1, 1780.” The B rit ish  

maps have also been supplemented by two contemporary American maps, namely, 

Colonel Rufus Putnam’ s ”An Orthographical View o f the American and B ritish  

Armies on the 7th and 8th o f October, 1777^” and Richard Varick 's ’’Sketch 

of the American camp and Position on Sept. 12, 1777, at Bemis Heights. It  

should be understood that the above-mentioned maps have formed the ch ief bas is  

for the ’’F inal Field Study Map fo r the H istorical Base Map, Saratoga National 

H istorical Park,” July, 1949, on which the ground cover has a lsob e en  indicated.

I t  is  the objective of th is  report to correlate the material 

on the ground cover o f the region to be found in  a l l  availab le  contemporary 

d iaries , journals, memoirs, and le tte rs  of participants in  the two b a tt le s  

of Saratoga, 1777. By doing th is we are given some check on the accuracy of 

the map work o f the B rit ish  engineer, Lt. Win. C. Wilkinson, and are also  able 

to f i l l  in  gaps in  our information in  many cases, even to the point o f indi­

cating the exact c6£ps, types o f  fences existing in  the area in  1777, as well 

as the type of fo rest. To render th is  report as complete as possib le, the 

w riter has also included in  each case, the treatment o f the problem given by 

the chief secondary authorities on the subject.

I .  GENERAL DESCRIPTIONS OF THE BATTLE, BRITISH AND 
AMERICAN ENCAMPMENT AREA, 1777~

Contemporary? 1

1. Col. Wilkinson; James Viilkinson, then a young Colonel and Adjutant 

to General Gates, has le f t  the follow ing general description o f the ground 

cover o f the region*
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"The intermediate space between the adverse armies on the low 
grounds o f  the r ive r was open and in  cu ltivation ; the high land was 
clothed in it s  native woods, with theexception of three or four 
small, newly opened and deserted farms, separated by in tervals of 
wBodland, and bordering on the flanks of the two armies, most remote 
from the river; the principal of these was an oblong f ie ld , belonging 
to a person o f the name o f Freeman»«.«The intervening forest rendered 
i t  u tterly  impracticable to obtain a front view of the -flmerican 
position, or any part of the B ritish  except,its l e f t  near the r iv e r ." *

Secondary Accountst

1. Silliman? Professor Sillim an v is ited  the battlegrounds in  1819 and le f t  

the follow ing description o f the area?

"A great part o f the b a t t le f ie ld  was occupied by lo fty  forest trees, 
prin c ipa lly  pine, with here and there a few cleared f ie ld s ,  o f which the 
conspicuous in  these sanguinary scenes was called  Freeman* s farm .. . Such 
is  nearly the present situation o f these heights, only there is  more 
cleared land; the GIGANTIC trees have been p rin c ipa lly  fe lled , but a 
considerable number remain a s  witness to posterity ." *

2. Neilson; Charles Neilson, the early  local h istorian  o f the ^urgoyne 

Campaign, w riting in  1844, described the general region thus?

"The follow ing is  a description o f the ground and it s  v ic in ity , 
selected by General Gates, fo r the encampment o f the American Army.
On the right bank o f the Hudson, about three m iles above S tillw ater, 
and about 25 m iles north o f Albany, are extensive a llu v ia l f la t s ,  
abouthalf a mile in  width at the centre, and tapering towards their  
extremities, un til they form a narrow d e file  of only about 30 rods 
in  width, between the r iv e r and the r iv e r h i l ls .  In  the rear of those 
f la t s ,  and even down to th e ir  margin, with the exception oi  here an5*
•fchere a small clearing, and those in  the rough, was at that time a 
dense fo rest, and in  many places fo r  some distance back, the land' was much 
cut up with deep rav ines." ^

3. Lossingt Benjamin Lossing, a famous American h istorian , v is ited  the 

battlegrounds in  1848 and gave the follow ing description o f the general ground 

cover?

"At the time o f the Revolution, the whole country in  th is  v ic in ity  
was covered with a dense forest, having only an occasional clearing of 

a few acres .. . .Fronting the river, a high b lu f f  o f rocks and so il, covered 
with stately  oaks and maples presented an excellent place on which to plant 
(Am ericajQ fortifications to command the passage o f the river and the narrow 
valley  below. The b lu f f  is  s t i l l  there, but the forest is  g o n e .. . ."  ^
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4. Nickerson: Hoffman Nickerson, in  his account of the Burgoyne Campaign,

written in  1928, wrote*

”In 1777 the a llu v ia l bottom lands along the r iv e r were already  
c lea r  o f trees and fo r  the most part -under cu ltivation» The b lu f fs ,  
on the other hand, and the plateau were covered with woods o f pine, 
oak, and maple, broken only here and, there fay clearings whose owners 
have fo r  the most part fled  from th e ir cabins at the approach o f  the 
invasion! Back from the r iv e r i t  was only in  those clearings that the 
regu lar formation o f European soldiers was possible. On the higher 
ground the so il was sandy. In the ravines i t  was a sticky c lay .” ®

The three B ritish  maps by Lt. Wilkinson and contemporary and 

secondary sources are thus generally agreed that ground cover o f the ba tt le  

area in  1777 was heavily forested, olearings being the exception rather than 

the rule.

I I .  DESCRIPTIONS OF SPECIFIC AREAS, 
CONTEMPORARY AND SECONDARY.

A. FREEMAN FARM AREA* September 19th, 1777 (6F, Saratoga National H istorical
Base Map, 1941 and 1949)

Contemporary American Descriptions

1. James Wilkinson: In a le t te r  to General St. C la ir , dated September 21, 

1777, Colonel Wilkinson gives the follow ing description of the Freeman Farm 

area* ’’The f ie ld  was covered by a deep forest on a l l  sides. I t  was an 

excellent t ra p .. . . ” °

In his Memoirs, Wilkinson e laborates on h is description:

"To shew me where the action commenced, he (Major M orris) leaped 
a fence into the abandoned f ie ld  o f Freeman, choked up with weeds, and 
led me to the cabin which had been occupied by the B rit ish  p ick et.. . . 11 7 

’’The B rit ish  line  was formed on an eminence in  a th in  pine wood, 
having before i t  Freeman* s farm, an oblong f ie ld  stretching from the 
centre towards it s  righ t, the ground in  front sloping gently down to 
the verge o f th is  f ie ld ,  which was bordered on the opposite side by a 
close woodj the sanguinary scene lay in  the cleared ground, between 
the eminence occupied by the enemy and the wood just described.. . . ” 7
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2. Brigadier-General John Glover; In a le tte r to General William  

Heath, dated September 21, 1777, General Glover, in  describing the battle  

area, remarks '*but the Woods & Brush was so thick^ that i t  was impossible 

to carry o f f  B rit ish  cannon t  aken by the Americans.

3. Blake: Lt. Thomas Blake, serving in  the F irs t  New Hampshire Regiment, 

wrote in  his diary*

”Sept. 19, about 12 o 'c lock the f i r s t  New Hampshire Regiment, 
marched out to meet the enemy. We met them about one mile from 
our encampment. . . . I n  th is  engagement the enemy had two f ie ld  
pieces in  a f ie ld ,  which we took three or four times, but as i t  
was in  the woofsT* they were not removed.” ®

4. Dearborn: Major Henry Dearborn, commander o f  the ligh t 'in fantry  

attached to Morgan's Corp o f V irg in ia  riflem en wrote* Sept. 19: *1 moved 

out of the woods ~bo a cleared f i e ld » ”

5. Woodruff: Samuel Woodruff fought in  the Battles of Saratoga and 

rev isited  the area in  1827. At th is date he le f t  an account o f  the batt le s  

and in  describing the f i r s t  ba ttle  wrote: ”The ground on which th is  battle  

(o f  the 19th) was fought was p rincipa lly  covered with standing wood.11̂

6. Wakefield: Captain W akefield 's Diary: " I  shall never forget the 
opening scene o f the f i r s t  day's con flic t. The riflemen and ligh t  
infantry were ordered forward to cldar the woods o f Indians.
Arnold rode up, and his sword, pointing to the enemy emerging from 
a woods into an opening p a rt ia lly  covered with stumps and fa lle n  
tim ber...«*'12

Contemporary B ritish  Accounts:

1. Lieutenant General John Burgoyne* In his le tte r  to Lord George 

Germain, dated October 20,- 1777, from Albany, Burgoyne gave the following  

account o f  the Freeman farm area*
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(September 19th) ^On the f i r s t  opening of the wood. I formed 
the troops. A few cannon shot dislodged the enemy at a house 
from whence the picquets had been attacked.. . ”13

2. Forbes: Major Forbes, a participant in  the Battle of September 19th,

gave the following testimony in  the House o f  Commons:

"3.Q. What command had you on the 19th o f September?
A. I  commanded the picquets o f  the B ritish .

4.Q. Was you attacked on the march, and with what degree o f vigour? 
A. I  was attacked with great vigour from behind ra iled  fences, and 

a house, by a body o f riflemen and ligh t infantry.
6.Q. Do you remember General Burgoyne bringing up the English lin e  to 

support you, and forming at the f i r s t  opening of the wood?
A. I do.

AREA JUST NORTH OF FREEMAN FARM

8.Q. Ylhere did Burgoyne post the 9th regiment?
A. As soon as they came out of the wood, they f i le d  o f f  to the 

righ t, and were drawn o ff  at a small distance from the le f t  
of General F raser's  corps, with orders to occupy two houses, 
one company in  each, and defend them to the la s t  extremity.

3. Earl o f Harrington: The Earl o f Harrington served as aide de camp 

to General Burgoyne, and gave the follow ing testimony in  the House o f Commons:

“41.Q. Which column was f i r s t  attacked? (on September 19th)
A. The advanced party, consisting o f the picquets o f the centre 

column, being sent forwards, under command of Major Forbes, 
to explore the way by which that column was to pass, f e l l  in  
with a considerable body o f the rebels, posted in  a house and 
behind fences,• . .but on finding that the woods quite round 
them were f i l le d  with the enemy,. .  ."¿s

4. Earl o f Balcarres: The Earl o f Balcarres commanded the lig h t  in? 

fantry and was-with General F raser's  column on the 19th o f September. His 

testimony throws some ligh t on the general area north o f Freeman Farm:

*'34.Q. Was the combination o f the march such, as, that notwith­
standing the passage o f the ravines and the thickness o f the 
woods,. QSept. 19th) that the column o f General F raser's  
march, and that of the B ritish  lin e , led by General Burgoyne, 
were in  a situation to support each o ther...?

A. ...th ey  arrived at th e ir respective posts with great precision  
in  point o f time,



5 Lamb: Sergeant Roger Lamb, a so ld ier in  Burgoyne’ s army, wrote:

Sept. 19th "And in  about an hour the advanced party, con­
sisting  o f the picquet o f the centre column, commanded by Major 
Forbes, f e l l  in  with a considerable body posted in  houses and 
behind fences."1?

6. Hadden: Lieut. James Hadden was with Burgoyne’ s column on the 19th 

of September and serving in  the B ritish  a r t i l le ry .

"About 2 o ’ clock in  the afternoon the B ritish  Regiments arrived  
opposite Freemans House thro which I  was order’ d to f i r e  a Shot. ..the  
Troops passed a small bridge (over a hollow way or large gutter ap­
parently made by heavy f a l l s  of Rain) and took post at the sk irt  o f a 
wood beyond i t . . .

"The Enemy being in  possession o f the wood almost immediately at­
tacked the Corps which took post beyond two log Huts on Freemans Farm...

" . . .F iv e  companies of the 24th Regt. were advanced into the wood 
in  their fro n t .. . "

"During th is attack the 20th Regt. was thrown into the wood on the 
l e f t  o f the corn f ie ld  and repulsed the E n e m y . T h i s  f ie ld  o f corn 

* is  6G on "Final Study Map“)

7. Digby: Lieut. W illiam Digby o f the 53rd Regiment o f Foot was with

Fraser’ s column on the 19th and on the 20th o f September was camped on Freeman’ s

farm f ie ld . He mentions the same corn f ie ld  east o f the-Freeman farm: (6G)

" Sept. 20 th ...Contiguous to our ground was a fine f ie ld  o f  
Indian corn,. . . "

On the 19th he wrote: "We moved in  3 columns, ours to the 
right on the heights and farthest from the r iv e r  in  thick woods."^9

8. Anburey: Lieut. Thomas Ariburey was a young o ffic e r  serving in  the 

24th Regiment, which was with Fraser’ s column; his compary, with several 

others, was sent to aid  Burgoyne’ s center column on the 19th of September. 

Anburey wrote:

" ...M a jo r Forbes, f e l l  in  with a considerable body of the enemy, 
posted in  a house and behind fences,. . .but the woods being fu l l  o f men,
-----n-go----------------------------------------------  --------------------------------------------------• • •
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Contemporary German1 Accounts:

1. Pausch: Captain Pausch commanded the German a r t il le ry  serving in  

Burgoyne's army. On the 19th o f September, he was advancing with General 

Riedesel*s column along the rive r bank. Pausch'was then ordered to accompany 

the detachment that General Riedesel took to the r e l ie f  o f Burgoyne’ s column. 

After a rriv ing  near the scene o f the ba ttle , Pausch "descended a h i l l  feavine^" 

and was ordered by Burgoyne "to attack the enemy on the right flan k ...T h is  we 

were prevented from doing both by the woods and the swamps behind which the 

enemy were hidden." As Pausch neared Burgoyne's column, Pausch wrote: "My 

wagon m aster.. . .was sent ahead to find  a way through a oo rn fie ld ,. . . "  (This 

was the same f ie ld  referred to by Digby and Hadden, f ie ld  6G on Final Study Map.) 

A fte r driving the Americans "into the woods, we received orders to f a l l  back 

and camp in  a piece of woods in  our rear (behind the Freeman Farm House), near 

a road ■which leads from the Hudson to Freeman’ s house and farm."

On September 20th the B ritish  began to fo rt ify  and Pausch again re fers  

to the f ie ld  o f corn as fo llows:

"Farther to the right, and across a va lley  or ravine which divides 
our lin e , (that is ,  the German and B ritish  line regiments from Fraser’ s 
corpQ begins the English camp (b f  F raser). This extends farther to 
the righ t, in  front of a piece o f woods, and through a large f ie ld  of 
Indian corn to Freeman's house." (F ie ld  6G, aga in .)¿1

2. Riedesel: General Riedesel commanded the German troops that ac­

companied Burgoyne's army. In a le tte r  to the Duke o f Brunswick, dated 21 

October 1777 from Albany Riedesel wrote:

"On the 19th at 1 o ’ clock in  the afternoon, as I  was about to examine 
a bridge in  a marsh, I heard a l l  at once loud musket fire  on my right, 
which was General Burgoyne's advanced guard, so the enemy had attacked 
in  the marsh and right in  the middle o f the woods." Riedesel went to 
the aid  of Burgoyne and wrote that the enemy "was driven from a h i l l  
through a va lley  and wood."22
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In his Memoirs, Riedesel wrote o f the Freeman farm area:

"The enemy were posted on the comer of the woods, having on 
his right flank fo r  defense a deep muddy ditch, the bank o f which 
had been rendered inaccessible by stones, underbrush and barricades. 
In front of this corner of the fo rest, and entirely  surrounded by 
dense woods, was a vacant space, on which the English regiments were 
drawn up in  a lin e . The struggle was fo r the possession o f th is  
vacant space, on which.. .Freeman*s Farm was situated ."23

Secondary Accounts o f the Freeman Farm Area on September 19th.

1. Chastellux: In 1780, the French author, Francois Jean, Marquis de 

Chastellux, v is ited  the b a t t le f ie ld  and l e f t  the follow ing account o f the 

Freeman Farm area:

" I f  you descend again from th is height, proceeding toward the 
north, you are presently in  the midst o f the woods near FREEMAN'S 
FARM and on the ground where the actions of the 19th o f September 
and the 7th o f October happened. I  avoid the word FIELD OF BATTLE, 
fo r these two engagements were in  the woods, and on ground so in ter- 
sected and covered, that i t  i s  impossible either to conceive or 
DISCOVER THE SMALLEST RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN IT AND THE PLACE GIVEN TO 
THE PUBLIC, BY GENERAL BURGOTNE."

(William L. Stone’ s note to this remark, "This is  not accurate. 
A person fam iliar with the ground^ and with Burgoyne’ s maps before  
him, would have no d iff ic u lty  whatever. I f  this is  so in  1895, how 
much more in  1780.")2 4

2. Silliman: (1819)

"This was on Freeman’ s farm, a f ie ld  which was then cleared 
although surrounded by fo re s t ."2°

3. Hoyt: (1825) In 1825 General Epaphras Hoyt v is ited  the b a t t le f ie ld  

and, guided over i t  "by one of the heroes o f the battle  o f Oct. 7th," wrote:

" (A fte r  leaving, the Breymann Redoubt} we passed on southerly 
over the ground where stood the two block houses... Turning easterly  
through a copse o f wood, reached a road in  the rear o f Freeman's 
f ie ld .  Along th is road, s t i l l  flanked by woods, Burgoyne formed the 
9th, 21st (e tc Q .. .o n  the 19th o f September, while Major F o rbes ,... 
pressed into the f ie ld ,  was attacked by Morgan near Freeman’ s hut, 
and driven back to the B ritish  lin e  in  the woods, and Morgan, in  
turn, broken and forced back in  the woods, south of the f i e ld . . .
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“Continuing southerly in  the road, and crossing a small ravine, 
we entered Freeman* s bloody fie ld .«. «At the time of the battle  the 
f ie ld  was an oblong of from seventy to eighty rods in  length, east 
and west, by about th irty  in  breadth, inclosed by a worm fence, and 
surrounded by woods. Near the centre is  an elevation extending from 
Leggert's house nearly at right angles across the f ie ld ,  upon which 
a hut and small barn were situated, near the la t te r  the elevation  
terminated at a narrow ravine extending p ara lle l to the f ie ld .
South o f th is  ravine are other elevations sloping o ff  gently to level 
ground south, the whole thenoovered with woods in  which the Americans 
were drawn up in  the f i r s t  part o f the battle  of the 19th o f September

4. Sparks: (1830) In 1830, the eminent h istorian  Jared Sparks v is ited  

the Saratoga B a tt le fie ld . He was guided over the area by Major Ezra Buel, a 

participant in  the battles , and l e f t  the following account of the Freeman 

Farm area:

"The guide (Major Buel} f i r s t  pointed out to me the ground on 
which Burgoyne drew up his men before the action (Sept. 1^). I t  
was then covered with wood but has since been in  part cleared away.
He previously showed me the spot where the advance guard o f Morgan’ s 
corps met the l e f t  flanking guard o f Burgoyne... This was in  the 
midst o f a thick woods in  the ravine along the righ t margin of which 
the road passed (th is  was the road Burgoyne followed to Freeman’ s 
Farm Sept. 19th), and more than h a lf a mile from Freeman’ s House... 
f ir in g  was heard in  the woods nearby a mile from Freeman’ s House.
This proceeded from an encounter between Frazer’ s D iv is ion .. .and the 
advanced guard of a regiment commanded by C ille y ...h e  (C ille y ) m et... 
Frazer in  the woods...Burgoyne had drawn out his d ivision  across the 
p la in .. . Scammel was then stationed between Gates' Camp and Freeman’ s 
House, several hundred yards from the la t te r  (to  the le f t  o f Morgan, 
and attempted to jo in  Morgan). They proceeded until they came into 
an open f ie ld ,  about a hundred yards from Freeman's House on an 
elevated ridge o f ground, with thick bushes on their l e f t . ..there  was 
a heavy discharge of musketry from the bushes in  the l e f t  along 
Scammel's whole lin e . These bushes had entire ly  concealed the enemy.. .  
The figh ting was principally  to the west of Freeman's house and ex­
tended more than h a lf a mile in  that direction.

5. Neilson: (1844)

”In front o f Freeman* s cottage was an oblong clearing, skirted  
by an open wood, about 60 rods in  length from east to west, contain­
ing 12 or 15 acres, and sloping to the east and south." ^8

«26
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6,. Lossing: (1848)

"Freeman1s farm, was a small cultivated c lea rin g .. » The farm 
was an oblong clearing in  front o f the cottage, about 60 rods from 
east to west, skirted by thick woods and sloping south. Qhe bat- 
t lin g  regiments) were separated by a thick wood and, a narrow 
c learin g .. .  The Americans were sheltered by the intervening wood, 
the B rit ish  were within an open pine fo re s t .1' ^

7. Stone? (1877)

W illiam  L. Stone, a famous student o f the Burgoyne Campaign, 

l e f t  the follow ing description o f the Freeman Farm:

"Colonel Morgan,. . .owing to the dense wood, unexpectedly f e l l  
in  with the centre column.. .

"When he (Tjiedesel) arrived on the scene, the Americans were 
posted on a corner o f the woods, having on th e ir right flank a 
deep muddy ravine, the brink of which had been rendered inaccessible  
by stones and underbrush. In  front of this corner o f the fo rest, 
and entirely  surrounded by dense woods, was a vacant space, on which 
the English were drawn up in  a l in e . . .t h is  clearing £5 known then, 
as it  is  to th is  day, as Freeman* s Farm.

"The ground being mostly covered with woods...

8. Brandow? (1919) John Brandow, author of The Story o f Old Saratoga, 

wrote:

"Burgoyne formed his lin e  of battle  in  the woods on the north 
side o f a clearing owned by one Isaac Freeman. I t  contained 12 or 
15 acres, and extended east and west about 60 rods.*1

"Fraser having formed his junction with Burgoyne, the chief 
struggle was now on Freeman’ s clearing and in  the open woods just  
to the le f t .  Woods...on the north side...woods on the south s id e .*31

9. Nickerson: (1928)

"Burgoyne chose to turn westward. The new direction led  them 
up a steep draw draining into the Great Ravine, then along the f la t  
and densely wooded strip  o f tableland which forms the watershed be­
tween the Great Ravine and the North Branch (o f  M ill Creelg). A fter  
marching about h a lf a mile they halted. Some 500 yards to the 
southward across the North Branch their patrols came upon an aban­
doned clearing. A picket was posted on the empty cabin on it s  
knoll. In  the woods the main body formed in  line  to their l e f t » . . .

"About 12 or 15 acres o f the summit and o f the lower shelf o f 
the plateau to the eastward had been cleared by a farmer by the
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name of Freeman, whose empty cabin stood among the weeds o f his 
abandoned farm« From east to west the clearing was not quite 
550 yards across« In  the closely wooded country....^32

Summary:

On the basis  o f the above evidence, thé Freeman farm area on the 

19th o f Sept, may be described as a worm-rfenced oblong f ie ld  stretching 

about 350 yards east and west, and containing between 12 and 15 acres. The 

two log huts or cabins on the farm and the f ie ld  were abandoned, the f ie ld  

being fu l l  o f weeds. To the east o f the Freeman farm (a t 6G on the Final 

Study Map) lay a large f ie ld  of Indian corn. Just to the north o f Freeman’ s 

farm lay an open pine fo rest, much as i t  i s  today, while the area to the 

west and south was densely covered with fo rest and underbrush. xhis evidence 

thus seems to fu lly  substantiate the three maps o f Lt. Him. C. Wilkinson.

The most important point to,be noted, however, is  that the present f ie ld  

marked as the ’’Freeman Farm Clearing” at 6E, 6D, 7D, on the 1941 H istorical 

Base Map fo r Saratoga National H istorical Park, is  not the Freeman f ie ld  at 

a l l .  The above evidence, the Wilkinson maps, and the secondary maps o f 

Neilson, Lossing, Stone, Brandow, and Nickerson, a l l  support th is conclusion 

and indicate that the rea l Freeman f ie ld  lay in  6F on Saratoga H istorical 

Base Map 1941 or the Final Study Map. The Wilkinson troop movement maps, 

contemporary and secondary accounts o f  the battle of September 19th do not 

make sense i f  the f ie ld  at 6E, 6D, 7D is  assumed to be the Freeman f ie ld ,  

as i t  would move the entire ba ttle  much too far to the le f t  to correspond 

with either the evidence or log ic . The Freeman f ie ld  seems to have run east 

and west, crossing the northern end o f the elevation on which the Balcarres 

Redoubt was to be la te r  erected.
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B. CHANGES IN THE GROUND COVER OF THE FREEMAN FARM AREA, September 20 to
October 7th, 1777.

On the 20th of September the B ritish  array encamped and began to fo r t ify  

their position and the Balcarres Redoubt was erected in  the Freeman Farm area. 

Submitted below is  the contemporary and secondary evidence pertaining to 

changes made in  the ground cover at that time.

Contemporary American Accounts:

1, Colonel Wilkinson: Col. Wilkinson was in  the v ic in ity  o f the 

Balcarres Redoubt at the time o f the American attack upon i t  on October 7th 

and le f t  the following accounts

" i  then proceeded to the scene of renewed action, which em­
braced Burgoyne’ s right flank defense, and extending to  h is le f t ,  
crossed a hollow covered with wood, about 40 rods to ihe entrench- 
ment of the ligh t  infantry (Ba1carres Redoub0  j . . . (£ ighting] between 
the enemy, behind their works, and our troops entirely  exposed, or 
p a rt ia lly  sheltered by trees , stumps, or hollows, at various distances 
not exceeding 120 yard s .*33

Contemporary B ritish  Accounts;

1. Balcarres; Ihe Earl of Balcarres t e s t if ie d ’ as follows before the

House o f Commons;

”44.Q. Was not General Fraser's corps continually at Work during
the in terval above-mentioned Q>ept. 20-0ct. 7 ), in  securing 
their own posts, and opening the front to oppose the enemy? 

A. They were."*54

2. Lamb; Sergeant Lamb served in  Fraser’ s corps and encamped in  the

Freeman Farm area Sept. 20 to  Oct. 7, 1777.

"20th (o f Sept/) The Army moved forward, and took post nearly 
within-cannon shot o f the Americans’ fo r t if ie d  camp. Here the 
English strengthened th e ir camp by cutting down large trees, which 
served fo r breastworks.” ^5

3. Digby; Lt. Digby also served in  Fraser’ s corps and encamped in  the
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Freeman Farm area. (Note his reference to camping near a large f ie ld  of 

Indian corn, Sept. 20. P. 7)

"Sept. 23. I t  was said we were to strengthen our camp..., 
and accordingly began to f e l l  trees for that purpose.

Contemporary German Accounts}

1. Riedesell General Riedesel wrote on Sept. 20th:

"At the same time fo r the defense o f the right wing, a 
redoubt Qhe BalcarreijQ was thrown up on the la te  b a t t le f ie ld  
near the corner o f the woods, that had been occupied by the 
enemy, this side of the ditch.

Secondary Accounts:

1. Hoyt: (1825)

"Passing the small ravine south of Leggett's barn (¿his 
barn stood on the elevation ju st north o f the small ravine and 
was the site o f the two Freeman huts. See Hoyt's account o f  that 
elevation, p. iQ  we rose an elevation, the post with another 
knoll a l i t t l e  further west, strongly fo r t if ie d , and the woods 
cleared o f f  by Burgoyne a fte r ' the ba ttle  o f the 19th. These 
elevations were occupied by Lord Balcarras' ligh t in fan try .. . . "

Hoyt also mentions an abattis before the Balcarres redoubt 

and states that:

"The grounds adjacent, at the time o f the b a tt le s , were 
covered with wood."So

2. Neilson: (1844) Charles Neilson follows Colonel W ilkinson's 

account o f the American attack on the Balcarres redoubt Oct. 7th:

"T h is .. .  contest was now carried on between the B ritish  
behind th e ir works, and the Americans entirely  exposed, or 
p a rt ia lly  sheltered by trees, stumps, or hollows at various 
distances...."¿ 9

3. Stone: (1877) William L. Stone speaks o f "an Abattis" before  

the Balcarres redoubt on the 7th o f O ctober.^
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4. Brandow; (1919) John Brandow, in  describing the fo rt ify in g  of the

Balcarres redoubt, w rites:

"Thousands o f trees were cut to give free play to the a r t i l l e r y . " ^

5. Nickerson: (1928) Hoffman Nickerson follows Colonel James W ilkin­

son and Neilson in  his account o f the American attack on the Balcarres re­

doubt Oct. 7:

"The Americans continued a h o t-fire  figh t at close range, 
sheltering themselves as best they could behind trees or stumps, 
or in  the hollows o f ground w ithin a hundred and twenty yards"oi* 
the enemy.

Summary:

The Wilkinson maps, contemporary and secondary accounts are agreed that, 

as a resu lt o f the B ritish  fo rt ify in g  the Freeman Farm area, the o rig in a l 

clearing was greatly enlarged and extended. Trees were fe l le d  before the 

B ritish  lin es  to open up cleared fie ld s  o f  f i r e ,  probably 120 yards before 

the works, also to construct the defenses and the abattises as w e ll. The 

Final Study Map thus indicates the ground cover in  the Freeman Farm area on 

October 7th, the time when that area had been opened up to it s  fu lle s t  extent.

C. 3HE BRBYMANN REDOUBT AREA, September 19th and October 7th, 1777.

Contemporary American Accounts: 1

1. Wilkinson: Col. Wilkinson has l e f t  the follow ing general description  

of the area to the west and northwest of the Freeman Farm area on September 19th:

"These (American) regiments advanced through the woods, took 
ground on the le f t  o f M organ ,...our right being secured by thickets . 
and ravines (In  the Freeman Farm area ]).. .  . I f  these columns (Learned* s
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and F raser 's , which had kept i t s  ground to cover Burgoyne's righjT) 
had met at an e a r lie r  hour of the day, something decisive must have 
taken place, the ground being somewhat open and on the right flank ’ 
of the enemy.1’

Col. Wilkinson was also an eye-witness o f the American attack on the 

Breymann redoubt on October 7th and stated: "This right flank defense o f the 

enemy, occupied by the German corps o f Breyman.. .extended about 250 yards 

across an open f ie ld ."  43

2. Colonel Putnam: Colonel Rufus Putnam was also a participant in  the 

assault on the Breymann redoubt and le f t  the following account o f the ground 

cover:

"Q c t .  7 t h } . . . in  front o f these works was a c lear open f ie ld  
bounded by a wood at the distance o f about 120 yards. In the sk irt  
of th is wood I was posted.. . .the righ t and l e f t  o f these works were 
partly  covered by thin wood and the rear by a thick wood. The 
moment orders were given to storm, I moved rapidly across the open 
f ie ld  & ente.red the works in  fro n t .. . . I...moved out o f these works... 
into the woods towards the enemies' inclosed redoubt, on the right 
flank o f their main encampment (the Balcarres redoubt). 44

Contemporary German Accounts:

1. Letter o f a German O fficer: In a le tte r  home, a German o ff ic e r  

serving in  Burgoyne's army, wrote that on the 7th o f October the Breymann 

redoubt was lost, and "His corps (^reymann* s ) became dispersed, the greater 

part o f them, however, retreating into the fo re s t . .."45

Secondary Accounts: 1

1. Chastellux: (1780)

"This action ([at the Breymann redoubt Oct. 7th) was very 
brisk , to which the f i r  trees (Pines) which are torn by musquet and 
cannon shot, w i l l  long be as testimony."46
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2. Hoyt: (1825) General Hoyt states that there were nwoods in  the rear”

47o f the Breymann redoubt.

3. Sparks: (1830) Morgan Lewis, then Quarter-Master in  Gates* army,

told  Sparks that Arnold "passed through the woods to the rear o f the enemy’ s 

right, where there were no works.

4. Neilson: (1844) Neilson, again following Colonel Wilkinson, wrote:

The Breymann redoubt " extended about two hundred yards across an open fie ld .

5. Stone: (1877) W illiam  L. Stone wrote that the Breymann redoubt "ex- 

tended two hundred yards across an open f ie ld .

Summary:

The general area to the west and northwest o f Freeman* s farm, which was 

held by Fraser’ s column on the 19th of September, and occupied, in  part, by the 

Breymann redoubt on October 7th, seems to have been much more open and cleared  

than the Freeman farm area. Colonel Wilkinson* s account is  substantiated by 

the B ritish  maps o f Lt. Win. C. Wilkinson. The Breymann redoubt had lig h t  

forests on either flank and a heavy fo rest in  the rear and north on October 7th.

D. BATTLE AREA, FIRST PHASE, October 7th, 1777.

On October 7th the B ritish  sent a flanking column o f 1500 men and ten 

cannon to the southwest of Freeman’ s farm, reaching the v ic in ity  of 8A, 8B, 8C on 

the 1941^Historical Base Map for SHHP. A fter reaching this area the B ritish  

halted and were soon attacked by Gates* forces. The following are descriptions 

o f this area:
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Contemporary American Accounts;

1. Colonel Wilkinson: Colonel James Wilkinson was an eye-witness o f  

the f i r s t  phase o f the ba tt le  o f Oct. 7th and has l e f t  the follow ing account 

on the ground cover of that area:

" I  proceeded over open ground (in  front o f  the l e f t  wing o f the 
American cam p),...and ascending a gentle acc liv ity  in front of the 
guard, I perceived about h a lf a mile from the line  o f our encampment, 
several columns o f the enemy, 60 or 70 rods from me, entering a wheat 
f ie ld  -which had not been cut, and was separated from me by a small 
rivu le t (j;he Middle Ravine).. . . Foragers then proceeded to cut the 
wheat or standing straw and I  soon a fter observed several o ffic e rs ,  
mounted on the top o f a cabin, from whence with their glasses they 
were endeavouring to reconnoitre our le f t ,  which was concealed from 
th e ir view by intervening woods.”

Colonel Wilkinson then returned to camp and recorded the follow ing con­

versation with General Gates:

"What is  the nature o f the ground?... Their front is  open, and 
their flanks rest on woods.. . , their righ t is  skirted by a lo fty  
height."

Wilkinson then reports the following conversation with Colonel Morgan:

"They (the B rit ish ) were formed across a newly cultivated f i e ld , 
their grenadiers with several f i e ld  pieces on the le f t ,  bordering on 
a wood and a small ravine formed by the rivu let before alluded to; 
their ligh t in fantry on the righ t, covered by a worm fence at the 
foot o f the h i l l  before mentioned, thickly covered with wood; their  
centre composed o f B ritish  and German b a tta lio n s ."

Wilkinson returned to the spot where the B ritish  were drawn up, and ac­

companied Dearborn, who was about to attack the B ritish  ligh t infantry on the 

right o f the B ritish  lin e :

"Dearborn at the moment, when the enemy* s ligh t  in fantry were 
attempting to change fro n t ,. . .  leapt the fence...Y et headed by. ..the  
Earl o f Balcarras, th e y .. .r a l lie d  and reformed behind a fence in  the 
rear o f th e ir f i r s t  position . "

A fte r driving in  the right wing o f the B ritish  force, Wilkinson reached
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the area where the B ritish  le f t ,  the grenadiers, had been stationed. Here he 

found the wounded Major Acland leaning against a "worm, fence." 51

2. Major Dearborn» Major Dearborn has l e f t  the following account o f  his 

part in  the attacks

Oct. 7th "A fter ascending the woody h i l l  to a small f ie ld  about 
500 yards to the right o f the enemies main lin e , we discovered a body 
of the B ritish  ligh t infantry, handsomely posted on a ridge 150 yards 
from the edge o f the woods where we then w ere.. . .  Die enemy gave way. 
Pursued which brought us into the open f ie ld  in  the rear of the right 
of the enemies main line .

"Morgan's corps passed into a sk irt o f wood and advanced towards 
the rear of the enemy's l e f t  wing while my corps advanced d irectly  in  
the rear o f his right wing and immediately came in  contact with his 
f ie ld  pieces covered by a body o f  Germans. I  advanced and took 
possession o f 2 12 pounders and 2 6 pounders.

"The Enemy, a fte r passing through a sk irt  o f woods, formed in  a 
f ie ld . Here Fraser received a mortal wound. ..52

3. Blaket Lt. Diomas Blake, o f the F irst New Hampshire Regiment, wrote 

in  his diary:

"Oct. 7th. A detachment of the enemy marched out upon the le f t  
o f our army,...and posted themselves on a small height in  a cleared  
f ie ld  about a quarter of a mile from our advanced guard.

4. Woodruff: Samuel Woodruff fought in  the b a tt le  o f October 7th and 

f i f t y  years la te r  revisited  the scene. In the follow ing account he describes 

what seems to be the f ie ld  on the B ritish  le ft *

"The principal part o f the ground.. .  .October 7th is  known by 
the name of Freeman's farm. I t  was then covered by a thin growth 
o f pitch-pine wood without underbrush, excepting one lo t  of about 
six or eight acres, which had been cleared and fenced. On this spot 
thè B ritish  grenadiers under.. .Major A c lan d ...."  (Thus i t  would 
seem that th is f ie ld  is  probably the one on the le f t  o f the B ritish  
line  Oct. 7th, f i r s t  phase, and not Freeman's f ie ld )54

5. Matton: (1835) General Ebenezer Matton v is ited  the b a t t le f ie ld  in  

1835. He served in  the Battles of Saratoga in  Captain Furn ival's  A rt ille ry
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Company and. has le f t  the following description o f the B ritish  le f t :

"We advanced to a height o f ground which brought the enemy in  
view, and opened f i r e .  (The enemy a r t il le ry  however was too strong^} 
We then advanced into the lin e  of in fan try .. . . In  our front there was 
a f ie ld  of corn, in  which the Hessians were secreted."55

Contemporary B ritish  Accounts:

1. General Burgoyne: Burgoyne wrote o f  the ba tt le  of Oct. 7th:

" . . . I t  was judged advisib le  to make a movement to the enemy's 
le f t ,  not only to discover whether there were any possible means o f  
forcing a passage should i t  be necessary to advance, or of dislodging 
him fo r  the convenience o f  a retreat, but also to cover a forage of 
the army.. . . I  formed the troops within three-quarters o f a mile o f 
the enemy's le f t ,  and Captain F raser 's  rangers, with Indians and 
Provincials, had orders to go by secret paths in  the woods to gain 
the enemy's rea r,...*® ®

2. Bloomfield: Captain Bloomfield served in  the royal a r t i l le ry  and was 

stationed on the l e f t  centre o f the B ritish  line  in  the f i r s t  phase o f the 

battle  o f October 7th. There he was wounded and taken prisoner by the Ameri­

cans. The following testimony was given before the house o f Commons:

"25. A. The ground on which the a r t ille ry  was posted was a c lear  
spot, in  a great measure surrounded by woods, the skirts  
o f which on our le f t  was d istant about two hundred yards 
where the attack f i r s t  began. The two medium twelve- 
pounders were posted on pi small eminence, nearly in the 
center o f  this cleared spot between the German picquets 
and a detachment o f the Hesse^Hanau regiment. On the 
enemy's column approaching (the a r t i l le ry  opened f i r e ) . . .  
notwithstanding which, they drew up along the sk irts o f  
the wood behind t r e e s , . . .  soon after this I  heard fir in g  
on the right towards a cleared spot, separated ¡from us by 
a wood on which th e "ligh t in fantry were posted on very 
commanding ground. On th e ir retreating, as also the 24th 
regiment who was drawn up in  the wood on our right, the 
enemy made th e ir appearance on an eminence on our right, 
and cut o ff  the retreat o f the a r t i l l e r y . " ^

3. Digby:

" .. .s o o n  a fter (one o 'c lock ) which, we gained an eminence 
within h a lf a mile o f their camp, where the troops took p o s t ;. . .
About 3 o 'c lock , our heavy guns began to play, but the woods 
around being so th ick .. . . "
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4. Pe llt Joshua P e ll ,  a B ritish  o ffic e r , fought in  the second battle

He recorded in  h is  diary:

Oct. 7th. 11 Taking their (B rit ish ) rout thro* the wood on the 
Right o f Freeman's Farm.

Contemporary German Accounts:

1. Pausch: Captain Pausch was with the B ritish  flanking column on 

Oct. 7th, commanding 2 six-pounders. He was stationed on the B ritish  l e f t  

flank. The following is  his description o f his march from the B ritish  en­

trenched camp to the f i r s t  battle  area Oct. 7th.

"Leaving the Brunswick entrenchment Qhe Breymann redoubt) 
on our righ t and fin a lly  behind us, we followed a road which led  
to a house and farm not fa r  distant. This house we also l e f t  on 
our right, and a t  length reached some underbrush and bushes. Here, 
on the le f t  o f  this road, we found an outpost composed o f subalterns 
of the Grenadiers Battalion von Breymann, which we passed. Y/e fo l ­
lowed the road for fu lly  ha lf an hour, during which we halted 

several times (¿or scouting and bu ild ing bridge 's )., .we continued to 
march fo r the length of time above mentioned when we found ourselves 
in  front of the extended l e f t  wring o f the hostile  a n y , o f which, 
however, we could not see anything whatever, on account of the dense 
woods and the distance. Here we found a small cultivated and open 
f ie ld  en tire ly  surrounded by woods, and at one end of which stood * I
a snail habitation entire ly  deserted by i t s  former occupants. Its  
roof had been converted into an observatory from which a l l  the ad­
jutants, engineers.. .were gazing through their glasses. Nothing, 
however, could be discovered.. . .Meanwhile, on a piece of ground 
somewhat elevated and commanding an advantageous and clear position,
I  posted my two 6 pound cannon."

"At the same time," wrote Pausch, “word was sent into the en­
trenchments of Breymann and Fraser, and the foragers ordered to cut 
down the oorn stalks yet standing in  our re a r .** Soon a fte r  th is the 
American attack began: "At this junction, our l e f t  wing re treated .. .  
thereby causing a sim ilar rout among our German command, which was 
stationed behind the fence in line  of b a tt le . . . .Each man fo r himself, 
they made fo r the bushes.. . .They had a l l  run across the road into 
the f ie ld  and thence into the bushes, and had taken refuge behind the 
t re e s .. . .  Their Qhe German) right wing was thus in  front of the house
I have so often mentioned, but a l l  was in d isorder.. . .  In the meantime, 
on our righ t wing, there was stubborn fighting on both sides, our 
rear, meanwhile, being covered by a dense fo rest, which just before  
had protected our right flank7~ The road by which we were to retread  
lay through the woods and was already in  the hands o f the enemy, who
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accordingly intercepted us. Finding myself, . . .a lon e ,. . .and with 
no way open but the one leading to the house where the two 12 
pound cannon s to o d ,. ..I  had no alternative but to make my way along 
i t  with great d iff ic u lty  i f  I did not wish to be stuck in  a DAMMED 
crooked road."

"A fter safely  reaching the house.. . Lp resen tly  came across a 
l i t t le  earth-work . . . . .  I  s t i l l  could see (from the earth-worE) as 
fa r  as the p la in  and clearing reached, the road, on which I had 
marched to th is second position, open, and a chance, therefore, to 
r e t r e a t . . . . I  found the road occupied by the enemy.. . .the bushes were 
were fu l l  of themj they were hidden behind t re e s . . . Seeing a l l  was 
irre trievab ly  l o s t . . . I  ca lled  to my few remaining men to save them­
selves, I  myself, took refuge through (behind) a fence, in  a piece 
o f dense underbrush on the right o f the road .. . .

2. General Riedesel; In his Memoirs, General Rieddsel wrote:

"A ll crossed...the right flank in  a large c ircu it  through the 
woods. The f i r s t  picket (Ajn.eri.can), which was met near Waisser* s 
house, was driven in, and the eminence, on which i t  stood occupied. 
Toward three in  the afternoon, the YSgers discovered near a house, 
that lay a l i t t l e  in  advance and was separated from them by a ditch 
R a v in e ), a small body o f Americans."

" . . . f in a l ly  at 4 PM they attacked his (Burgoyne\£) l e f t  wing 
soon forcing the English grenadiers, who were stationed in the woods at 
th is point, to re tre a t."

In his le t te r  of October 23jfch*to the Duke of Brunswick, Riedesel wrote:

"Vie marched o f f  to the right in  3 columns, drove the enemy from 
a retrenched house and took possession o f a h i l l  opposite a school- 
house, behind which on a h i l l  their l e f t  wing was stationed. We 
formed our line as w ell as the lay o f  the land permitted, placing 
our columns on the h i l l s .  The English grenadiers stood on the l e f t  
wing in  the woods....The enemy.. .  attacked the English grenadiers in  
the woods on the flank and re a r . . . .  This command, however, made a good 
retreat into the woods...."62

3. German O fficer:

"Toward 3 o ’ clock in  the afternoon the enemy were driven from 
several positions and the corps marched up to W eisser's House. The 
enemy meanwhile remained quiet, being hidden from view by w oods....
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Secondary Accounts:

1. Hoyt: (1825)

"We continued our route across Kelson’ s farm on an eminence, 
in  advance o f Gates’ camp, the frequent post o f Morgan’ s riflemen, 
and passing a ravine and open f i e ld  beyond, we reached a wood 
where h is  regiment was drawn up, on the right of Gates’ s l i n e , . . . "

" The B ritish  lin e  (Oct. 7tf£) extended from th is point (crowning 
a height) westerly about a th ird  o f a mile, crossing two open fie ld s  
and an intervening copse o f wood, to some high ground w ithin view. . . .  
On the south, in  front o f the lin e , the ground f a l l s  o f f  to a r i l l ,  
then covered with brush .. . . ,r^  ——

2. Sparks: (1830)

"The action o f the 7th Oct. began nearly a mile to the south­
west o f Freeman’ s house, and not more than three-quarters o f a mile 
from the American Camp. The spot is  now in  sight o f Nelson’ s house 
on the high ground in  the camp, but at that time i t  was doubtless 
hidden by the intervening w o o d s ....11 ̂

3. Neilson: (1844)

"One o f Gates' aids proceeded about h a lf a mile to a small 
rise  of ground, (near Asa C hatfield ’ s house,) where he discovered 
them (the B r it ish ), about 60 rods in  advance, in  a wheat f ie ld ,  and 
foragers in  the act o f cutting the wheat or standing straw; and 
several o ffic e rs  mounted on the top of a cabin (Joseph Munger*s,) 
from whence, with th e ir glasses, they were endeavouring to recon­
noitre the American le f t ,  which was concealed feom their view by 
the intervening woods.111

"About 2 in  the afternoon, the B ritish  line o f battle  was 
formed across a newly cultivated piece of ground; their grenadiers, 
under Major Ackland, and their a r t i l le r y . . . , occupied a rise  o f  
ground on the le f t ,  bordering on a wood and covered in  front by the 
head o f the middle ravine; th e ir  ligh t-in fan try  under Lord Balcarras, 
in  a southwestern direction, and on their extreme right, and covered 
by a r a i l  fence;. . . .  (Germans in  the center) .U

"As he Q i l le y )  approached near a brush fence" on the B ritish  
le f t ,  and on the B rit ish  r igh t Neilson also mentions another fence: 
"The B rit ish  were r a ll ie d  and reformed by the Earl o f Balcarras 
behind a fence in  the rear o f their f i r s t  position.
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4 Los sine;; (1848)

"de proceeded to a r ise  of ground covered with woods, h a lf  a 
mile from Port Neilson (near the house of Asa C hatfie ld ), where he 
discovered the B rit ish  in  a wheat f ie ld  cutting straw, and several 
o ffic e rs  on the top o f a cabin (Joseph lu n ge r 's ) with a spy g la s s . . . . "

"The grenadiers under Major Ackland, and the a r t i l le ry ,  under 
Major Williams, were stationed on the l e f t ,  upon a gentle eminence 
on the borders o f a wood and covered in  front by M ill Creek or Middle 
Ravine." e7 ‘

5. Stone; (1877) W illiam  Stone also follows Colonel James Wilkinson

and Charles N eilson 's account o f the f i r s t  phase o f  the action October 7th;

"The B ritish  advanced..., entered a wheat f ie ld  200 yards 
southwest o f the site  of the action o f  the l9th, deployed into lin e , 
and began cutting wheat.. . . "

Stone also mentions a “brush fence*1 in  th is area.68

6. Brandow; (1919)

"They (the B ritish ) moved towards the southwest about 2/3s of 
a mile and deployed in  an open clearing and sat down while a detail 
o f d r iv e rs .. . foraged in  a wheat fie ld . This place i s  the southern 
slope o f a r ise  o f ground ju st north o f the middle ravine."

Brandow also mentions fences on the B ritish  right and le ft *

"Dearborn with his men leaped the fence and charged (Balcarres ' men). 11 
"Balcarras r a ll ie d  and formed them again behind a second fence."

Brandow quotes Col. "Wilkinson's description o f the position  of the

B ritish  grenadiers on the l e f t  flank, the wounded men being "propped up against

stumps o f trees"while Major Acland lay " in  the angle o f a worm fence. "

"The B rit ish  in  retreating to th e ir defenses were hotly pursued 
through the woods by the Americans."69

7. Nickerson; (1928)

"Here they (the British), halted on a gentlejwell o f land north
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of the Creek (Middle Ravine^), deployed into lin e  with their le f t  
near the road, and sat down in  a wheat f ie ld .  The gen era ls ... 
mounted to the roof o f an abandoned cabin, from which they peered 
at the woods in  the vain attempt to see something o f the rebel 
position .. . . 11

"The position o f the 1500 was weak...they were dangerously 
extended, for the desire to hold a l i t t l e  rise  on th e ir righ t had 
strung them out over a front o f more than a 1000 yards. I t  was 
true that th is r is e , lik e  a sim ilar hummock on which their l e f t  
stood, had been cleared for cu ltivation  and therefore gave a cer­
ta in  scope for a r t i l le r y . . .  .Both flanks rested upon woods admirably 
calculated to shelter an advancing enemy."

Nickerson also mentions fences on the B rit ish  l e f t  and right:

Major Acland "lay  helpless in  one o f the angles o f  a zigzag 
r a i l  fence."

"Balcarras, however, unlike Acland, was s t i l l  standing and 
managed to ra lly  them behind a r a i l  fence a l i t t l e  to the rear.

Summary:

The area from the Freeman farm area southwest to the battle  area of 

October 7th, f i r s t  phase, seems to have been la rge ly  in  woods, crossed only 

by -the crudest wagon tracks. In the area where the second battle  began, just 

north o f the middle ravine, lay  two small open and cultivated fie ld s , separated 

by heavy fo rest, and each f ie ld  being en tire ly  surrounded by dense woods. The 

two fie ld s  were fenced by worn fences, and the crop: in  the small f ie ld  on the 

B ritish  l e f t  was wheat. Just south o f the middle ravine, were several small 

fie ld s  and farm houses, but the rest o f the ground between the middle ravine 

and the American l e f t  was densely forested, the B ritish  being unable to ob­

tain  ary view of the American works on th e ir reconnoitring expedition.

E. HEIGHTS JUST NORTH OF THE GREAT RAVINE, September 18th and October 8th.

Contemporary American Accounts:
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1. Varick: On September 18, Richard Varick, Aide de Camp to General 

Arnold, went on a scouting expedition in the area ju st north o f the Great 

Ravine. Varick wrote General Schuyler the following account:

" I  joined the Genl. {Arnold) about 2g- miles from Camp in  the 
Woods, from there we Marched to the West o f Mr. Taylers House (the 
House where Fraser d ie ^ ,  Where the l e f t  D ivision o f our Infantry  
discovered a party o f the Enemy o f 32 or 33 digging Potatoes in  a 
Corn F ie ld  about North West from Mr. Taylers House & South of an 
Encampment of t h e i r s . . . .As the Woods was thick & Very Brushy...h e
ordered his Troops to return on the Ground Where I found him---- I t
is  exceeding Good figh ting Ground due West from the House where we 
had our Bricks from la s t  Year.

About 400 o f the Enemy came out about 2 o’ clock to bu ild  the 
Bridge on th is Side Mr. Taylers. We were in Hopes they would have 
proceeded down Where We should have surrounded them. They lay in  
fu l l  View o f Us fo r 2 or 3 Hours-& had part o f their Troops posted 
in  the Line from Taylers House to the Road, but the Wood.was too 
thick North Ward for Even an Attempt to surround them.

2. Colonel Wilkinson:

”0n the 8th (Octobe_r) in  the morning the whole army except 
the camp guards, moved forward and took possession o f the enemy's 
abandoned cam p....The heights on which Burgoyne had condensed his 
force were strong by nature and had been improved by art; the 
greab ravine which now covered h is front, ran p a ra lle l with the 
intrenchments o f his late  camp, and several small drains, covered 
with saplings and brushwood, emptied their waters into the great 
ravine from the rear of those entrenchments, the ground in  front 
being an open pine p la in .. . . 2

3. Putnam: Colonel Rufus Putnam noted on his Orthographic View o f the 

American and B ritish  Camps in  the area o f the Great Ravine: "B ritish  Redoubts 

having in  front a deep hollow ground f u l l  o f  Trees and Logs which prevented 

an attack on the B ritish  army that day (October 8th, 1777)."^®

4. Lincoln: General Benjamin Lincoln was wounded while scouting in  the 

area north o f the Great Ravine. In m ?  he wrote the following le tte r to 

General William Heath:
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Oct. 8th “The right (American) accordingly moved; an£ on 
showing burselves in  front o f th e ir lin es , they immediately 
abandoned their works, and re tired  to r is in g  ground, covered 
with a thick wood, a lit t le ~ to  the re a r .. . . "

"In  attempting to execute th is order, I f e l l  in  with a 
body o f the enemy’ s troops, in  a thick woods, detached to cover 
their right while I  was absent at headquarters. I  entered an 
open cart path, which led  through the woods, rode in  i t  some 
distance, and did not discover any troops t i l l  I passed an angle 
in  the road.

Contemporary German Accounts:

1. General Riedesel: On the 19th o f  September Riedesel, w ith his 

division , was advancing along the rive r. They were repairing a bridge  

across the Wilbur basin stream, when they heard fir in g  on the right.

Riedesel then wrote:

"Not deeming i t  prudent to take the next way through the 
woods, he (general Ph illips ') rode back, and followed the track  
of the right wing or second column...the la t te r  (german troopiT) 
occupying the heights around Tayler* s house on the other side 
of the ditch and those in  the wood on the cross road where- . n c
Captain Predersdorf stood with h is two companies.”10

Secondary Accounts: 1

1. Nickerson: (1928)

tf̂ c t . 8thjBurgoyne's Tories and'his German riflem en skir­
mished with the American outposts back and forth  among the 
birches of the Great Ravine."76

Summary:

The Heights just north of the Great Ravine, p rio r to the B ritish  oc­

cupation, appear to have been densely wooded. A fter the B rit ish  occupation, 

during which time three redoubts were constructed in  th is  area, and on 

October 8th when the B ritish  army withdrew to this place, the Heights, to 

some extent, were cleared. The greatest part o f this area, however, even on 

October 8th, i s  s t i l l  shown as being covered with fo rest on the maps of

-27-



Lt. ‘Van. C. Wilkinson.

F. PLA.TEAU JUST SOUQS OF 'WILBUR BASIN, WHICH FORMED THE LEFT WIITG OF THE
BRITISH CAMP. September 20th to October 7th.

Contemporary American Accounts:

1. Colonel V.llkinson:

Oct. 8thi "Several small d ra in s .. .emptied, their waters into 
the great ravine from the rear of those intrenchments (the B ritish  
lines abandoned on the l e f t  wing in the morning o f the 8th) the 
ground in  front being an open pine p la in ....'"77

2. Warren: Captain Benjamin Warren served in  the 7th Massachusetts 

Regiment o f the American army and was stationed on the right wing. On the 

8th o f October he recorded in  his diary:

"The General came and marched us up the (R iver} Road in  the low 
land, t i l l  we came w ithin f i f t y  rods o f the enemy*s lin e s . Formed 
on a Great height; a small cannonade ensued on both sides. They 
being in  th e ir lin es , and we in  the open f i e ld . "^8

Contemporaiy German Accounts:

1. Pausch: On September 19th -Captain Pausch was advancing along the 

r iv e r bank with R iedese l's  column. Pausch wrote:

"We came across a demolished bridge over a swampy d itch ."

Shortly a fte r  repairing th is , they came to another demolished bridge, soon 

f ir in g  was heard to the righ t. Pausch was then ordered up a h i l l  to the right 

and to the front. A small detachment was sent to " a h i l l  in  our front, sparsely  

covered with trees and brushwood." Pausch was then ordered to accompany

Riedesel, who was marching to re lieve Burgoyne. Pausch wrote:

"...marched fo r  about a quarter o f an hour in the direction
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of the fir in g . We then formed in  lin e  o f  b a tt le , I  placing the two 
cannon in  the road which led into the woods. Tne fences, which lay  
to the le f t ,  I had alreacfy- quickly thrown down.. . . "  ¿¿his seems to 
indicate that the small f ie ld  shown on Vdlkinson's map and the Final
Study Hap (8i&) was fencedH  

tJ
On September 20th Hausch rejoined the l e f t  wing and was stationed on 

the river b lu f fs .  He wrote at that time: ‘"The l e f t  wing of our army, under 

Gen. Riedesel, rests on a mountain opposite the right wing o f the enemy, and 

is  also in  a fo re s t ."

"Between our le f t  wing and the enemy’ s r igh t are a swamp and a 
very deep ravine, covered with heavy bushes and t r e e s , . . . "

On September 21st Pausch notes that they are clearing fie ld s  o f f i r e

in front of the British lines:

"There was an alarm th is morning among the men who were chopping 
trees in  the woods for the purpose both o f  making a clearing in  front 
of the army, and o f opening up a communication between the pickets and 
outposts.11

2. Riedesel: On the 19th General Riedesel marched from the river to the 

aid o f Burgoyne’ s column. In his Memoirs the General noted "he fRiedeseT) 

hastened as quickly as possible on a road, 1-jj English miles long, through the 

woods t i l l  he arrived on an eminence from the top o f which he could see the 

engagement of the right wing."®®

In his le tte r  o f October 21st to the Duke o f Brunswick, he also  

wrote: " I  marched through the wood up the mountain and found to my greatest 

amazement that I  stood right on the flanks o f both armies.

The General described the fo r t if ie d  camp o f the l e f t  wing o f the 

B ritish  army as fo llow s:

"The entire (Xei7̂ ) front was protected by a deep marshy ditch,
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with an undergrowth o f wood along it s  sides, said ditch running 
close to the line  in  the centre and winding o f f  around the right  

. f lan k ....T o  the l e f t  the ditch emptied i t s e l f  in  the va lley  near 
the decliv ity  o f h i l ls ,  at the distance of 300 paces on the other 
side o f the chain of sentries. Behind the ditch, palisades and 
barricades o f immense trees, cut down, rose up, for trees were 
close at hand. In the valley  about 400 paces beyond the other 
bridge No. 3, the angle o f the fo rest extended along the Hudson, 
and ran up through the hollow so far as the decliv ity  o f the h i l l  
and behind said angle in  the edge o f  the fo rest, the Americans had 
stationed their most advanced outposts."

"Near the water, about 400 paces from bridge No. 3, was a 
eomer o f the forest extending down the h i l l s ,  behind which the 
enemy had his outpost.41

On September 21st General Riedesel describes the construction of 

a road on the plateau before the le f t  wing;

"At daybreak o f the 21st, ordered 1000 working men, under the 
supervision of 2 engineers, to cut a road through the woods in  the 
direction where the Americans were supposed to be encamped.. . . The 
working party, a fter making a roadffihe le f t  wing as fa r  as the 
ditch, were attacked." ]

By September 23rd the troops were clearing a f i e ld  o f f ir e  before 

the lines on the l e f t  wing; "Sept. 23; In  front o f the lines in  the woods, 

trees were fe lle d  to within a distance o f one hundred paces."

"At 9 in  the evening of the same day (Sept. 28th) an outpost 
of the Hesse Hanau regiment near the rive r was surprised and driven 
by a party of 50 men who had come suddenly upon them through a 
f ie ld  of corn ( w h e a t ( j E n i s  would be the f ie ld  at 9N, Final Study 
MapT]

"The Americans sent patrols around the right wing of the Eng­
lish , and even had the audacity to c ome up close behind headquarters 
in  the centre. On the 1st o f October, a few English so ld iers, who 
were digging potatoes in  a f ie ld  500 paces in  the rear of Headquarters, 
were suddenly surprised, the enemy, who suddenly issued from the woods.. 
CTZit be tkct Ctfj Ptu*. / sf’od̂
In the le tte r  o f October 21st to the Duke of Brunswick, Riedesel wrote 

o f th is period;

"As the greatest part of the army stood in  the middle o f a wood, 
a l l  the trees were cut down and rows and layers o f trees and earth 
made...  . the enemy was on a l l  sides o f us, in  woods which v.ere unknown 
to u s ."

»82• •
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3. German Officer

"On the of September we took up a position as near as
possible to the enemy’ s intrenchment.. .being separated from them 
by forests and rav ines.11

“On the 21st the enemy decidedly objected to our hewing paths 
through the fo rest to our advanced outposts."

“Then we cut down several thousand trees, not only to give our 
cannon more play room, but also to increase the efficiency o f their 
range.*1 84

Secondary Accounts:

1. Nickerson: (1928) Nickerson describes th is  area in  connection with 

General Burgoyne’ s advance on September 19th:

"With the rest o f his army Burgoyne proposed to attempt the 
d if f ic u lt  task o f advancing through the woods.. . .Having crossed the 
^JreaQRavine^f the centre column found i t s e l f  upon a wagon track  
running east and west. To the southward extended a plateau on 
which the pinewood was th inner than that through which they had 
been marching, but over i t  no track led forward.. . . Burgoyne chose 
to turn westward.11

"On gaining the plateau Qept. 19tli}, Riedesel saw at once 
that the white sandy track before him led through a pinewood 
thinner and more open than most o f the near by woods. "85

Summary:

The plateau just south o f Wilbur Basin and on which the B ritish  la te r  

constructed the l e f t  wing o f th e ir  entrenched camp appeared to have been 

le ss  heavily forested than the areas just north and south on September 19th, 

the plateau being described as being covered with "a th in  pine forest.®  There 

were a lso  several cultivated fie ld s  in  this area; Pausch mentions passing 

fences on the 19th; the crop of th is  f ie ld  is  unknown, but i t  was apparently 

fenced. The crop of the f ie ld  just north-west o f Burgoyne’ s headquarters was 

at least in  part potatoes; the f ie ld  along the Hudson at 9N contained wheat.
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After the B ritish  began the construction of their fo r t if ie d  camp, the area 

was further opened up as trees were used in  the construction of the fo r t i ­

fications and a f ie ld  of f i r e  at least 100 yards long was cleared before the 

lin es . The area south of the plateau and M ill Creek, as w ell as to the south­

east, was densely forested. The contemporary accounts of the f ie ld s , the 

build ing o f a road, and the general fo rest cover, thus a l l  substantiate the 

maps o f Lt. Wilkinson in th is area.

G. TEE GENERAL AREA BETWEEN THE AMERICAN AND BRITISH CAMPS

Contemporary B ritish  Accounts?

1. Aribureyî Lt. Ahburey, camped by the Balcarres redoubt, wrote:

"The enemy, in  front o f our quarter guard, w ithin hearing, 
are cutting trees and making more works.” 86

2. Digby: Lt. Digby was also camped at the Balcarres redoubt:

Sept. 20th " ...w e  could d istin ctly  hear them (¿he Americans) 
in  the wood between us fe ll in g  tre e s ;"

Sept. 29th ”About day break our picquet was fired  on from- 
the wood in  fro n t ,. . .

Contemporary German Accounts:

1. Pausch: Stationed on the l e f t  wing of the camp, Captain Pausch wrote:

"One can see nothing o f their (American) camp or entrenchments 
owing to the dense forests which hide them." 8B

«

2. Riedesel: By a ruse o f accompanying doctors to the American outposts, 

Riedesel wrote in  his Memoirs, Captain Gerlach attempted to see the American 

position,

‘"but gained nothing, as a dense wood, prevented him from seeing
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anything.. .although he had been 2000 paces beyond the outposts 
o f the English! The same day General Riedesel went out recon­
noitring on an expedition with the Yagers. His intention was to 
explore the course of the ditch (Tn front of the l e f t  w ing), and 
he succeeded in  gaining the other side, but the bank was so steep 
and covered with such dense thickets that nobody could getthrough."®9

3. German Officer:

"...7/e took up a position as near as possible to the enemy's 
intrenchment.. .being separated by forest and ravines." 90

Contemporary American Accounts;

1. Col. "ilk inson :

Both armies encamped " ana the forest resounded tinder the strokes 
o f the axe."91

Secondary Accounts:

1. Neil son: (1844)

"The dense forest that intervened between the center o f the 
(American) camp and the b a t t le f ie ld . .."92

2. Brandow: (1919)

"These ravines (M ill Creek, Middle Ravine, e tcQ  being thickly  
wooded, f i l le d  with fa lle n  timber and tangled brushwood, and with 
sides very steep, were p ractica lly  impassable fo r  large bodies of 
men equipped fo r b a tt le , and o f course were easily  defended."

" . . .th e  thick woods e ffec tive ly  screened each camp from the other."®®

3. Nickerson; (1928)

"Even today, a fter the deforestation o f a century and a h a lf , no 
part of Gates' position can be seen from anywhere within h a lf fi mile 
southward o f th is ravine (the fcreat RavineJ. In the woods o f 1777 no 
distant view whatever could be had."

"The woods and dense undergrowth completely screened each side 
from the other."^4
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Summary:

The general area between the two hostile  camps was covered with the 

densest fo rest, completely hiding each camp, except possibly along the Hudson.

H. RIVER PLAINS, AREA OF WILBUR BASIN.

Contemporary B ritish  Accounts:

1. Burgoyne:

rtIhe army lay upon "their arms the night of the 19th, and the 
next day took a position nearly w ithin cannon shot o f the enemy, 
fo rt ify in g  their right, and extending their l e f t  to the brow of the 
the heights, so as to cover the meadows through which the great 
river runs,..."9 5

2. Anburey: On September 19th Anburey writes that the center and 

righ t wing advanced through "the woods," while the l e f t  wing advanced along 

the r ive r through "the m ead o w s .6

Secondary Accounts:

1. Hoyt: (1825)

"Smith’ s house (¿he Tayler H ou se )...is  (now) situated in  a 
handsome meadow bordering on the Hudson, the same embraced by 
Burgoyne’ s hospital camp.*97

2. Stone: (1877)

Oct. 8th " Burgoyne le f t  h is  position, now utterly  untenable, 
and de filed  on to the meadows by the r iv e r . . . .

Summary:

Part o f the land between the Hudson River and the river b lu ffs  by 

Yfilbur Basin was in  meadows.
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I .  GROUND COVER BEFORE THE RIGHT, LEFT AND CENTER OF THE AMERICAN CAMP,
September 13 to October 8, 1777.

Contemporary American Accounts}

1. Colonel Wilkinson: Colonel Wilkinson describes the ground cover 

around the American Camp as fo llow s;

" . . .h i s  (Gates£ ) front was covered from the right to the le f t  
o f the centre, by a sharp ravine running p a ra lle l with his line  
and c lose ly  wooded: from thence to the knoll at his extreme le f t ,  
the ground was leve l and had been p a rt ia lly  cleared, some of the 
trees being fe lle d  and others gird led , beyond which in  front of 
his le f t  flank, and extending to the enemy* * s righ t, there were 
several small f ie ld s  in  very imperfect cu ltivation, the surface 
broken and obstructed with stumps and fa lle n  timber.. . .  "^9

2. Glover; In a le t te r  to General W illiam  Heath, dated September 21,

1777, Brigadier-General John Glover wrote;

*We are making every necessary preparation to receive them, 
by fa l l in g  Trees, & Abeteeing the passes between the North River 
is Saratoga Lake about 6 miles d istance.*'100

3. Wild; Sergeant Ebenezer W ild served in  Captain Hancock’ s Company

o f Colonel Joseph Vose’s’’“ Regiment (the F irst Massachueette).  Vose's Regiment

made up a part o f General John Glover’ s Brigade, which served in  both ba ttle s

o f Saratoga. In his Journal Sergeant Wild noted; September 11, "camped in  a

f i e ld . "  (Zt Bemis Heights; studying evidence contained in  'W ild's journal and

Richard Varick 's le tte rs  to Ph ilip  Schuyler, dated September 22, 1777, which

mutually support each other, the w riter believes Glover’ s brigade was camped
east

on the plateau just/and below Fort Neilson until the 22nd o f September. ,J-his 

theory disagrees with the troop positions as shown on Richard Koke's map of 

the F irst Battle o f Freeman Farm, which indicates that Glover camped along the 

r ive r b lu ffs  on the 19th of September. W ild 's  journal and Varick state, how­

ever, that Glover did not move to this position until the 22nd o f September.
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I f  the w rite r ’ s theory is  correct, then the f ie ld  referred  to above may w ell 

be the orig ina l Neilson Farm clearingT)

"Sept. 16. A very large party of our men have been to work 
to day cutting down trees and bu ild ing a breast work in  front o f our 
encampment.

"Sept. 18. Regt grounded their arms, and went and got tools 
and went to work bu ild ing a breast work in  front of our encampment.

"Sept. 19. We marched from our camp and manned the works 
above us (Fort Neil son?3.

4. Varick: Richard Varick, aide de camp to General Arnold, wrote the 

follow ing accounts of the ground cover in the area o f  the American camp to 

General Schuyler:

Sept. 12, 1777...'■"The lead line AA represents the Valley in  
front of our Camp on the North o f  which is  a thin wood, & I think 
fu l l  as high Ground as we possess on the South.*

Sept. 16. ®We have a picket on Very high Ground which commands 
our Camp except where Morgan l ie s ,  however the Trees fa llen  between 
that Ground & our Camp w i l l  prevent a Coup de Main from that Quarter."

Sept. 22. " The Woods round us are cut & cutting down to form an 
Abbattis against a Charge o f  Bayonets or sudden Surprise .H (_in a 
le t te r  that day Varick remarked, "G lover's Brigade is  removed to the 
Rear o f Nixons Camp & in  the lower works.~tr)

Sept. 22. ”A work is  thrown up & Abbattis of fa l le n  Trees in  
the Woods North of Pattersons B rigade.1 11

Contemporary B ritish  Accounts:

1. Captain Money: Captain Money served as Deputy Quarter Master General

in  Burgoyne's army. The following testimony on the nature of righ t and le f t

wings of the American camp was given in  the House o f Commons:

"35.Q. Was you not often employed between the day o f that action  
Qlept. 19tK} and the ac tion  of the 7th o f October to recon­
noitre?

A. I was.
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36. Q. Vías you able to obtain a view o f the enemy’ s position?
A. I obtained a view o f the position of the right of the rebel 

entrenchments.
37. Q. Y/hat was the nature o f their position to the righ t, with re­

gard to entrenchments?
A. They were posted on a h i l l  that came very near the river. On 

the top of -the h i l l  was a strong breastwork, at the foot an 
abbatis.

39.Q. Could you obtain a view o f the l e f t  wing of the enemy?
A. I never saw the l e f t  wing o f the enemy’ s entrenchments t i l l  I  

was taken prisoner ( O c t .  7 thT) and conducted through their works.
45. Q. Had you an opportunity, a fte r you was prisoner, to see the l e f t

of the enemy's entrenchments?
A. I had.

46. Q. Vías the ground w ithin cannon shot of the l e f t  open and commanding
it?

A. A ll  the ground I saw was cleared and entrenched.
48.Q. Had we gained possession o f that ground, and been able to erect 

batteries of our heaviest guns, would not the whole line of tiie 
enemy been enfiladed?

A. The ground alluded to was entrenched, and commanded the whole 
of the rebel camp and l in e s . . . . * ’105

2. Kingston* Lt. Col. Kingston served as Deputy Adjutant General and 

Secretary to Burgoyne:

"75.Q. From your conversation with the chief engineer, and from 
other circumstances, have you reason to know, that every 
possible means was used a fte r  the action o f the 19th, to 
obtain a knowledge of the ground on the enemy* s le ft?

A. I had frequent conversations with the chief engineer on 
that subject. I  believe his attention was given to that 

' P °in~k almost every day, and a knowledge of that ground 1
understood to be very d ifficu lt  to be obtained. '*10%

3. Anburey: Lt. Ahburey wrote*

"The nature o f  the country is  pecu liarly  unfavorable in  respect 
to m ilitary  operations, i t  being d if f ic u lt  to reconnoitre the enemy, 
and obtain ary in telligence to be re lied  on.. . . ”105

Contemporary German Accounts* 1

1. Captain Pausch*

Sept. 20th "The (American^ right wing, resting on a mountain,
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has the Hudson fo r an appagement.. . . The adjacent, though not large  
plain , and also the road to Albany, are defended by strong detach­
ments as fa r  as the river. In the thickets, in  the overgrown gorges, 
and in  the ravines at the foot o f the mountain, are also strong de­
tachments.. . . One can, see nothing of their camp or entrenchments owing 
to the dense forests which hid them.1*

" The l e f t  wing o f the enemy, according to report, reaches fa r  
beyond our right wing and outnumbers i t .  They are said to be encamped 
behind thick "woods in  an a b a tt is .. .  "lub

2. General Riedesel: In a le tte r  o f  October 21st to the Duke o f Bruns­

wick, Riedesel wrote:

"The enemy stood on steep h i l ls  in  fo rt ific a t io n s , with a swamp 
and abattises in  fro n t .”107

3. Baroness Riedesel: In the Memoirs o f the Baroness Riedesel is  con­

tained the following le t te r  written from Stillw ater, October 18th, 1777, and 

signed by Riedesel and a l l  the German o ffic e rs :

"This (American righ t) wing was protected in  front by a large , 
marsly ravine, and behind, i t s  lin es  were screened by an abatis.
The le f t  wing extended on to a height^, upon the top o f which stood 
a school house, and it s  l e f t  flank was likewise screened, on the 
side o f the h i l l ,  by fe lle d  trees."105

Secondary Accounts:

1. Chastellux: (1780)

"In  front of them (the American river redoubles) i s  a deep 
ravine which runs from the west, in  which i s  a small creek. This 
ravine takes it s  r is e  in  the woods, and a l l  the ground on the 
right o f i t  is  extremely thick set with woodT" *

Writing of the American le f t ,  Chastellux noted:

"Towards the northwest, you come out o f  the lin es  to descend 
another platform, which presents a position the more favourable, 
as i t  commands the surrounding woods, and re s is ts  everything which 
might turn the le f t  flank o f  the army."109
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2. Nei Isom (1844)

"The front o f the (American) camp was covered from the right 
to l e f t  by a deep ravine, running nearly p a ra lle l with' the lin e , 
and a great part o f the way by a dense forest«

"From a l i t t l e  l e f t  o f  the fo rt  (Heilsojn) and fo r  some d is­
tance west, large  trees were fe lle d  in  eveiy direction, which 
presented an almost insurmountable b a rr ie r . "HU

3. Los sing: (1848)

"He QjemijD owned a portion o f the heavy timbered heights 
near him.. . . "

"On the summit o f the heights, 3/4s o f a mile northwest of 
Bemis’ s, the father o f Vr. ^eilson owned a clearing o f a few 
acres when the war broke p u t , . . . 11

"The front o f the (American) camp was covered by a deep 
ravine skirted by a dense fo rest, running nearly p a ra lle l with 
the lin es, from the river h i l ls  westward."

"For some distance west o f the fo rt  {Neilso^ ) large trees  
were fe lled , and presented a strong abatis toward the enemy. " H i

4. Stone: (1877)

"The (American) l e f t  wing extended onto a heights 3/4s o f a! 
mile further north, it s  l e f t  flank being also protected on the 
h ills id e  by fe lle d  trees, or SLASHINGS.

"The (America*!) right wing occupied a h i l l  nearest the river, 
and was protected in  front by a wide, marshy ravine, and behind 
this by an ab a tt is ."

5. Brandow: (1919)

"The whole (^merica^) camp was fo r t if ie d  by strong batteries  
and breastworks as well as by natural defenses o f ravines and thick 
woods.. . .  In addition to the breastworks the le f t  and front on the 
hfefo. ground were made d if f ic u lt  of approach by~an abatis formed o f 
trees fe lle d  with their tops outward."113 6

6. Hiekerson: (1928)

"Along it s  actual trace the main line  o f (American) resistance
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was two miles long, but since the centre and most o f the right 
were hard to approach, the actual distance to be defended was 
fa r  shorter. In front o f Fort Neilson, the most exposed point, 
a beginning had been made in  clearing the ground. Some o f the 
trees were s t i l l  standing, although gird led and dead. The 
trunks o f the others had fa lle n  and lay every which way among 
the stumps.1 1111^

Summary:

The ground cover in  the area o f the American camp must be worked out 

generally, based on contemporary written accounts, as the maps o f I't. Vfin.

C. Wilkinson indicate that area only in  a most general way and with some 

inaccuracy, while the known American maps show even le ss  of the ground cover 

than the B ritish . Written accounts, however, suggest that most o f  the region 

was heavily forested p rio r to the American occupation, with the exception of 

the Neilson farm, and perhaps one or two others. In the process o f constructing 

breastworks, abattises, and clearing fie ld s  o f f i r e ,  the open .area was un­

doubtedly greatly extended. The evidence indicates that the regions in  front 

o f the right, center and l e f t  o f the American camp were densely forested.

Cleared f ie ld s  o f  f i r e  o f about 100 yards before the lin es , the camping area, 

and the cleared region to the west of Fort Neilson have been indicated on the 

new map.

I I I .  EFFECT OF THE FORESTS ON THE STRATEGY AND TAC TICSDGRING THE TWO
BATTLES OF SARATOGA.

Extracted below are remarks o f contemporaries in  the two battles , 

showing the e ffec t o f the ground cover on the course o f  the figh ting. 

American Contemporary Accounts:

1. Col. Vtilkinson: Writing o f the action on September 19th, Wilkinson

noted:
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"This battle  was perfectly accidental] neither of the generals 
meditated an attack^at the t im e . . . .The thickness and depth o f the 
intervening wood (in  the Freeman Farm area^ concealed the position  
and movements o f either army from it s  adversary, " l ib

Contemporary B ritish  Accounts*

1. Burgoyne:

"On the day fo llow ing (September 20th), i t  was known from 
prisoners and deserters, that the enemy, were in  a post strongly  
fo r t if ie d ; but from the thickness o f  the wood, i t  was impossible 
to catch a view o f any part o f th e ir position .H

" . .  . and from. ..th e  strength and darkness o f  the surrounding 
woods, i t  had not yet been practicable to gain any competent 
knowledge o f  th e ir position .**

Writing o f the decision made on September 20th to entrench rather' 

than attack, Burgoyne remarked:

" . .  . that enemy too in  a position o f which no further knowledge 
could be obtained than that i t  was covered by an intrenchment and 
abattis, and the approach to be made through thick wood, without 
any avenue out.. . . "

“Upon th is princip le I  submit the plan annexed (Plan Ko. V ).
I t  w i l l  also shew the nature o f the ground between the two armies, 
and serve to explain the d if f ic u lt ie s  the witnesses express of 
taking a view o f the enemy’ s l e f t . . . "

"As fo r  ary other in telligence than what could be obtained by 
eye-sight i t  was generally contradictory,. . . I  never saw any instance 
o f service where i t  was so d i f f ic u lt  to obtain i n f o r m a t i o n . D

2. Earl o f  Harrington: The Earl o f Barrington, aide de camp to Bur­

goyne, gave the follow ing testimony in  the House o f Commons on the action of 

September 19th in  the Freeman Farm area:

"47.Q. Were not d ifferen t attempts made by the General*s orders to  
charge the enemy with bayonets, and did not these attempts 
f a i l  by the heaviness o f  the eneny*s fire  and thickness o f  
the woodff?

A. There were many attempts made fo r that purpose, and they a l l  
fa ile d  except the la s t , when the B rit i sh troops fin a lly  
drove them out of the f ie Id . "
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The Earl o f -her ring ton also speaks o f the "thickness of the woods" 

in terfering  with B ritish  movements in  the f i r s t  phase o f the battle  o f  °ctober 7th,

3. Captain Moneyt Captain Money, Deputy Adjutant General and Secretary 

to Burgoyne, taken prisoner October 7th, te s t if ie d  as follows before the House 

of Commons:

"49.Q. Did you every''’hear, in  conversation with the rebel o ffic e rs ,  
that General Arnold, forseeing that inconvenience, had 
marched out of his lin es , and attacked without orders from 
General Gates (on Oct. 7th)?

A. I  did hear that General Arnold had marched out on the 7th of 
October, without orders from General Gates. I  did also hear 
that he advised going out to meet General Burgoyne on his 
march, and engaging him before he approached th e ir lin es; 
and the reason he gave was tn is : I f  General Burgoyne should 
ever come near enough their lines to be able to make use o f  
his a r t i l le ry ,  that he would certainly possess himself of 
their camp; that their troops in  that case would never stand 
any where; but i f ,  on the other hand, the rebels should be 
defeated in  the woods, the troops would, a fte r  that, have~ 
confidence in  their works, fo r which reason Arnold advised 
risking an action in  the woods before General Burgoyne came 
near enough to see their works.

4. Earl o f Balcarres: The Earl o f Balcarres, in  speaking o f the action  

of September 19th, noted:

"36.Q. Prom the nature o f the country, was i t  possible to discern the 
enemy * s position or movements, to form any judgment what at­
tacks were in  force, and what were fe in ts?

A. I  think not.
42.Q. From the nature o f the country, and the situation o f the 

enemy’ s out-posts, was i t  possible to reconnoitre their 
position?

A. From the nature of the country, the d if f ic u lt ie s  attending 
reconnoitering must have been very great. "13-9

5. Lt. Col. Kingston:

"68.A. Add to th is , the country was a very thick wood, and the 
situation of the rebel camp, I  be lieve , could not by any 
means be reconnoitred within that space o f time (~b~e.pt. l~9th 
to 20tKTTn

117
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Speaking of October 7th:

"78.Q. Did you conceive that the chief purpose o f that 
movement (o f  the flanking column) was to attain  
a knowledge o f  the l e f t  o f  the enemy’ s position , 
and i f  expedient to attack them there?

A. I  understood i t  w as."120

Contemporary German Accounts:

1. General Rieddsel: Y/riting o f the period September 20th to October 7th

to the Duke of Brunswick, Riedesel stated:

" The enemy was on a l l  sides o f us, in  woods which were unknown 
to us. "J-^l

2. German O fficer: A German o ffic e r  wrote o f the action of September 19th:

"On September 19th, both armies encountered each other in  a 
swamp. The neighborhood, which consisted of wooded knolls, ravines, 
morasses, e tc ., was the cause of amazing mistakes on both s id e s ."122

Secondary Accounts: 1

1. Neilson: (1844) Charles Neilson, in  w riting of the b a tt le  of 

September 19th, remarks:

"Neither o f them (Arnold or Frasex) was able, on account o f  
the woods, to perceive the movements o f his enemy.

2. Lossing: (1848) Writing of the action in  the Freeman Famarea

September 19th, Lo6sing states:

"So dense was the forest and so uneven the ground, that 
neither party fa i r ly  comprehended the movements o f the o ther,. . . . "  24

3. Nickerson: (1928)

" The thick woods and the activ ity  of the rebel outposts had 
completely prevented them (the B rit ish ) from reconnoitring the 
hostile  pos ition .nF2i5
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Summary:

The dense and heavy forests that covered the battle  area o f  1777 had a 

decisive e ffec t on both the strategy and tactics adopted by the American and 

B ritish  armies in  the two battles of Freeman Farm, September 19th and Octo­

ber 7, 1777. On the 19th Burgoyne advanced through an unknown forest which 

screened an unknown American entrenched camp. Burgoyne’ s troop dispositions  

were made in  an attempt to advance safely  through the forest. At the same 

time, the fo rest screened Burgoyne*s movements from Gates so it  can be said  

that the "fog o f war* which covered the f i r s t  ba ttle  was actually the great 

American fo re st . The ground cover also had an important e ffect on tactics. 

The European m ilita iy  tra in ing was designed fo r  warfare in  open areas, o f  

which there were very few in  the b a tt le - area o f 1777. Thus the forest  

rendered useless to a great extent the specialized train ing o f the B ritish  

army and at the same time gave the Americans something of an advantage, fo r  

they had been long schooled in  forest warfare. The fo rest thus hindered and 

made very d i f f ic u lt  the elaborate and in tricate  movements o f trained bodies 

of troops; i t  also hindered the movement o f  the fine tra in  of a r t i l le ry  that 

Burgoyne possessed and greatly  lim ited it s  e ffective  range. This also may 

be considered a defin ite advantage to the American cause, as the B ritish  

tra in  o f a r t i l le r y  was much stronger and better than that which the Americans 

possessed.

The ground cover again exerted a decisive e ffec t in  the second battle  on 

October 7th. While the B ritish  possessed some knowledge of the ground and 

defenses o f the American righ t wing, the fo rest so e ffective ly  screened the 

American l e f t  wing that even a fter eighteen days o f attempts to reconnoiter
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i t ,  Burgoyne f in a lly  found i t  necessary to attempt a reconnaissance in  force. 

I t  was Burgoyne* s movement with 1500 men and ten cannon, with th is purpose in  

mind, that brought on the second b a tt le . The fact that the area where the 

second battle  opened was surrounded by dense forest enabled the Americans to 

strike easily  the flanks and rear of Burgoyne*s force, the ground cover 

fa i l in g  to stop the Americans, as the B rit ish  had probably thought. I t  

again cut down the range of the B ritish  cannon and the ground cover made i t  

almost impossible for the retreating B rit ish  to carry their a r t i l le ry  back 

with them in  th e ir retreat to the Balcarres redoubt.

IV. GENERAL SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION.

As has been stated, the chief contemporary source fo r the new Final 

Field  Study H istorical Base Map, which also indicates the Ground Cover of 

the Park in  1777, has been the three maps o f Lt. Wilkinson. A fter studying 

these three maps, i t  would appear that Map No. 1 is  the o rig ina l map by 

Wilkinson, and No. 2 and No. 3 were engraved la te r by Faden and based on 

No. 1. No. 2 and No. 3 are much more elaborate than No. 1, being based in  

part on information Burgoyne may have picked up a fte r  his surrender. Maps 

No. 2 and No. 3, however, contain g laring topographical errors which are 

not found on the Wilkinson Map No. 1, such as two separate stream systems 

connecting up in  a way that is  impossible, and indicating river h i l ls  in  

areas where the ground i s  perfectly  f la t .  I t  should be noted that the 

Wilkinson Map No. 1 avoids these mistakes and probably indicates a l l  that 

the B ritish  actually knew a t the time of the battles  o f Saratoga. Thus i t  

can be said that Wilkinson Map No. 1 has been the chief source fo r  the new
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Final F ield  Study map, while Maps No. 2 and 3 have been used to supplement i t  

when they checked with No. 1 or with contemporary written accounts. Inter­

preting Maps No. 2 and 3 without an actual check o f the ground may account 

fo r the mistake o f placing the large f ie ld  at K ll,  K12, L l l ,  L I2 on the 1941 

H istorical Base Map, where such a f ie ld  would be on the roughest possible  

terra in , while the perfectly  f la t  and fe r t i le  land along the river is  ind i­

cated as being hea-?y forest. I t  is  the w rite r 's  opinion that the Wilkinson 

Jjlap No. 1 checks very w e ll with the contemporary w ritten  accounts o f the 

Ground Cover, entrenched B ritish  positions, and the troop movements in  the 

f i r s t  and second battles  o f Freeman’ s Farm.

Freeman Farm Field * 1

One o f the most important points to be raised in  th is study is  the 

location of the FREEMA.N FARM CLEARING. I t  is ' the writer* s considered 

opinion that the 1941 H istorical Base Map fo r  Saratoga National H istorical 

Park is  very seriously in  error when i t  placed th is f ie ld  at 6D, 7D, 6E, 

instead of at 6F. The follow ing are the w rite r ’ s reasons for th is  opinions

1. We know that the Freeman Field  and House were at the center of 

fighting in  the f i r s t  b a tt le ; a l l  contemporaiy written evidence and the 

Wilkinson Maps agree to th is . The Wilkinson Maps defin ite ly  locate the 

Freeman House, and the 1941 H istorical Base Map agrees with them as to it s  

location. Lt. Hadden, Major Forbes, Captain Pausch and General Riedesel were 

a l l  at Freeman’ s Farm during the f i r s t  b a t t le , and a l l  agree that the House 

was in  the center o f  a fenced f ie ld ,  and that the chief fighting took place 

in  the v ic in ity  o f the Freeman House. Moreover, the Wilkinson troop movement 

maps indicate that R iedesel’ s r e l ie f  force and Burgoyne’ s B ritish  line  reg i­

ments never reached the v ic in ity  o f the f ie ld  at 6D, 7D, 6E in  the f i r s t  ba ttle ,

46 -



but rather that th is area was held late  in  the day by General Fraser’ s 

regiments. I t  is  also General Riedesel, who saw the Freeman Farm on Sep­

tember 19th, who states that the Balcarres redoubt was erected in  the veiy 

area where he had been fighting on September 19th.

2. The American Colonel, James Wilkinson, states that the f ie ld  was
i /

fu l l  o f weeds, although fenced; that i t  was an oblong f ie ld  stretching from 

the B rit ish  center towards it s  righ t. The maps o f Lt. Wilkinson show the 

Freeman House in  the center o f  a fenced area, fu l l  o f stumps and dead trees, 

in  short, an area not under cu ltivation  at the time o f the b a tt le , and run- 

ning from the B ritish  center, across the northern end o f  the elevation on 

which the Balcarres redoubt was la ter erected, to the B ritish  right. The

f ie ld  at 6D, 7D, 6E is  shown on the 1941 Base Map and Lt. Y/ilkinson’ s Maps ^ .»•

fenced and de fin ite ly  under cu ltivation; th is entire f ie ld  is  on the B ritish  

right and nowhere near the B ritish  center or the area of hea-vy fighting.

3. Colonel Wilkinson, Hoyt and Neil son, the la tte r  two w riting while

there were s t i l l  liv in g  men who had fought in  the b a tt le s , a l l  state that

the Freeman Field  ran east and west, with the ground sloping to the south 

and east. The f ie ld  at 6D, 7D, 6E runs almost north and south, rather than 

east and west, and the ground of th is  f ie ld  slopes east and north, rather 

than east and south. Lt. Wilkinson shows an oblong f ie ld  running east and 

west at 6F, and the ground at that point does slope east and south.

4. A ll  secondary authorities, Sparks, Neilson, Hoyt, Lossing, Stone,

Brandow and Nickerson, indicate on their maps and in  their w ritten  descrip­

tion  o f the area that the Freeman House stood in  the midst o f i t s  own f ie ld  

at a point which would be 6F on the 1941 H istorical Base Map and the new
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Final F ie ld  Study Map, July 1949. Mr. Ellsworth of Ketchum Corners, whose 

grandfather bought the house s t i l l  standing at 6F from Mr. Leggert, and who 

spent his whole boyhood at this house, to ld  the w riter that the ®Battle 1/7611" 

in  his day stood on the east slope o f the elevation on which the northern 

end o f the Balcarres redoubt was la te r  erected, near the point where the 

creek cuts the elevation in  two. This agrees with Brandow*s map. Mr. E lls -  

| worth also stated that he could remember the digging o f the w ell that has 

been marked by New York State as the present "Battle W e ll."

5. Lt. Wilkinson indicates on his maps that i t  was a custom o f the 

times fo r the farmers to cu ltivate the land right up to their very door 

steps, each build ing being shown right in  the middle o f the surrounding 

f ie ld .  The question then comes to mind, i f  the 1941 H istorical Base Map 

is  correct in  placing Freeman’ s clearing at 6D, 7D, 6E, why was Mr. Freeman 

the only unfortunate farmer in  the entire area who had to walk almost a 

quarter o f a mile to work every day from his house to his fie ld?  In  addi­

tion to th is , the Wilkinson Maps and even the 1941 H istorical Base Map 

indicate that two separate build ings stood at the f ie ld  at 6D, 7D, 6E.
I a
| Thus i t  would appear that th is f i e ld  belonged to/completely d ifferen t  

I farmer, with his own cabin and barn.

Measurement of the Fields

A serious defect of the 1941 H istorical Base Map, aside from the 

omission o f entire f ie ld s  and the placing o f others on rough ground, is  

that most o f the f ie ld s  are indicated in  such a manner that i t  is  impossible 

to give any form to the f ie ld ,  to t e l l  where the f ie ld  and forest actually  

begin and end, or to use the map fo r  the purpose o f taking measurements to



/

lay out such fie ld s  on the ground. "When problems o f this nature arose, the 

w riter was forced to take his measurements from the Lt. YTilkinson Maps.

In order to correct th is situation, the cultivated fie ld s  have been 

marked in  very carefu lly  with regard to their exact size and shape. Their 

s i ze and shape were determined as fo llows: using a lig h t  table, the w riter 

traced in  the streams from the Topographic Map, Saratoga National H istorical 

Park, scale 800 feet to -the inch. The approximate s ite  o f  each f ie ld  was 

then determined from obvious landmarks on both the topographical map and 

Lt. Y/ilkinson's Maps. A fter th is , one o f Lt. Wilkinson’ s Maps, with the 

approximate scale o f 800 feet to the inch, was slipped under the tracing, 

the f ie ld  lined up and traced in  exactly from the B ritish  map. 'When the 

B ritish  maps indicated that a f ie ld  covered an entire knoll, the w riter  

copied i t s  outlines, enlarging or reducing the f ie ld  as the case required, 

while keeping the same shape. I t  is  believed that th is process has given 

us the approximate size and shape o f each f ie ld  with the greatest degree of 

accuracy that is  possible 172 years a fte r  the ba ttle s  o f Saratoga.

Fields and Fences

Lt. Wilkinson’ s maps and contemporary w ritten  accounts o f a l l  specific  

f ie ld s  mentioned indicate that probably a l l  o f  the cultivated fie ld s  of 1777 

were fenced. No special symbol has been indicated on the Final F ield  Study 

Map fo r  fences, in  the in terest o f  marking the extent o f each f ie ld  as 

accurately as possible. I t  should, therefore, be kept in  mind that a l l  

cultivated fie ld s , with some pasture land, were fenced. Ihe fence used 

commonly throughout th is area in  1777 seems to have been the worm or r a i l  

fence.
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The following is  a l i s t  o f the fie ld s  o f which specific  information has 

been found in  contemporaiy evidence as regards fences and crops:

1. F ield on the B ritish  le f t ,  f i r s t  phase of the Battle of October 7th
gc-

(a t  7C, 1941 H istorical Base Map): This f ie ld  was fenced with a worm fence; 

it s  crop was wheat.

2. F ie ld  on the B ritish  right, f i r s t  phase o f the Battle o f October 7th
« 6-

(a t  7B, 1941 H istorical Base Map): This f ie ld  was also fenced with a worm 

fence; it s  crop is  unknown.

3. FREEMAN FARM CLEARING AT 6F: This f ie ld  was fenced with a worm 

fence; i t  had been abandoned so that i t  was fu l l  o f weeds on September 19th.

, «A4. F ield  northwest o f Burgoyne’ s headquarters (a t  6#-): Lt. Yfilkinson’ s 

Map indicates that i t  was fenced; it s  crop was at least in  part potatoes. 

(Varick mentions picking potatoes in  a corn f ie ld ,  so there may have been 

some other crop planted along with the potatoes.)
J

5. Field south of Burgoyne’ s headquarters (at 81JL): This small f ie ld  

was probably fenced; i t s  crop is  unknown.

6. F ield along the Hudson river bank (at 10M): This f ie ld  contained 

’'corn”. (To a German, such as Riedesel, the product grown in  Europe known 

as “’corn" is  what we ca ll wheat, and does not mean maize or Indian com.

Thus, i f  the General speaks o f  corn, he may possibly mean Indian corn, but 

more lik e ly  means wheat.)

7. F ie ld  just east of Freeman clearing (a t 6G): This f ie ld  was fenced; 

it s  crop was Indian corn.

American and B ritish  Entrenched Camps

The Wilkinson Maps have been followed in  indicating the B ritish  troop
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positions;; the exact location of the works covering the center o f F raser's  

camp and the front o f  Burgoyne's lin e  regiments, together with Riedesel* s 

troops, must await archeological exploration.

The 1941 -historical Base Map has been followed in  indicating the posi­

tion  of the American entrenched camp; further archeological research is  

necessary to determine the exact location and nature o f the American lin es . 

Thus the American entrenched camp is  marked ip/as exactly as possible, but 

i t  must s t i l l  be considered to be a general outline.

Submitted by

Charles W. Snell 
Historian
Saratoga National H istorica l Park 
July 25, 1949
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