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Management Summary

In 1947, the National Park Service (NPS) acquired the Schuyler Estate. The
legislation adding it to Saratoga National Historical Park (SARA) passed in 1948. From
1950 to 1960 the National Park Service carried out extensive architectural work in an
attempt to "restore” the house to its 1787 to 1804 appearance. It seems that most of the
funds procured by SARA for Schuyler House at this time were channeled into the
structure and not the furnishing of the house. Nonetheless, it appears that furnishing and
opening the house were park goals. It seems that Superintendent Irving J. Ellsworth was
actively engaged in seeking furnishings or sources of furnishings. In a memo from
Ellwsorth to the Regional Director he writes:

It seems probable that a few pieces of period furniture will be available locally as
donations whenever our protection and operation problems approach solutions. I
believe a considerable quantity of furniture will be available as donations
whenever heat becomes available for the building and plans can be made for a
formal opening. The PCP now in preparation for furnishings may be revised from
the original estimate as donations are accepted.’

Local groups, in particular the Old Saratoga Historical Association (OSHA),
rallied to furnish the house and open it to the public.” Regarding OSHA's commitment to
opening the house Ellsworth wrote:

Recently, the Historical Publicity Group, Schuylerville, N.Y. reorganized and
changed the name of the organization to Old Saratoga Historical Association.
Members of this Association and others in Schuylerville have expressed much
interest in seeing the Schuyler House opened for visitors by next summer. With
our present limited funds and personnel realization of this objective seems
remote; although, by early next year we believe much of the major structural
rehabilitation will have been accomplished and the building will be ready for
interior finish and furnishings...Old Saratoga Historical Association members
would probably be glad to learn of some method that would advance the time
when the General Philip Schuyler House could be opened for visitor use. There
has been mention of organizational interest in operation under cooperative
agreement.3

By 1953, the NPS and OSHA formed a cooperative agreement for the operation
of the Schuyler House. By 1955 OSHA was purchasing objects towards the furnishing of

! Memo from Irving J. Ellsworth to Regional Director, 18 April 1951, Resource Management Records,
1940-1970, Box 3, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.

? OSHA started in the late 1940s as a community group based in nearby Schuylerville, New York. This
original group, named the "Historical Publicity Group," was created to inform local residents of
Schuylerville's role in revolutionary history. By the early 1950s, this group had evolved in numbers,
acquired a charter, and became the Old Saratoga Historical Association.

3 Memo from Irving J. Ellsworth to Regional Director, 31 July 1951, Resource Management Records,
1940-1970, Box 3, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.
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the house. OSHA purchased and still owns most of the furnishings in the house. In 1961
Museum Curators Vera B. Craig and Worth Bailey wrote Schuyler House Furnishing
Plan, 1777-1795, Saratoga National Historical Park specifying historic furnished
interiors for each room in the house and kitchen wing.

The intent of the 1961 Schuyler House Furnishing Plan was to guide the
furnishing of the house to the period of 1777-1795, which spans the occupancies of Philip
Schuyler and his son John Bradstreet Schuyler. All but one of the primary documents
upon which they based their plan is unrelated to this period, however. These documents
include a 1796 list of objects removed from the house upon the death of John Bradstreet
Schuyler; a partial inventory of Philip Schuyler II's furnishings in 1837; the 1865
inventory of Philip Schuyler II's Pelham-on-Sound, New York, house; and a 1917
inventory of that same house at the time of his daughter Fanny Schuyler's death.

These primary sources span 100 years and unfortunately do not include an
inventory of Philip Schuyler's Saratoga estate either while he was living in Schuyler
House or upon his death in 1804. This key inventory is not in any of the current
repositories containing Schuyler-related primary documents.® Finally, the authors' idea
that the scant list of John Bradstreet Schuyler's possessions accurately reflects the
furnishings once placed in the house by his father is problematic. The house was
extensively renovated in preparation for John Bradstreet Schuyler's move into the house
in 1787 which suggests that it was also entirely refurnished at that time.

The current Historic Furnishings Report was undertaken concurrently with the
writing of an updated General Management Plan (GMP) and a Comprehensive
Interpretive Plan (CIP) for SARA. The final drafts of the Historic Structure Report
(HSR) and Cultural Landscape Inventory (CLI) have also recently been completed. This
confluence of updated resources provides the opportunity for this HFR to integrate
furnishings with current structural and grounds research.

Maureen Phillips' final draft of "Historic Structure Report: Philip Schuyler
House" was written in partial response to the proposal that the interpretive period for the
house be established as 1777-1787, a period most closely associated with the battles of
Saratoga and Philip Schuyler's occupation of the house. Phillips' findings determine that
interpreting the house to before 1787 is problematic as much of the building's twentieth-
century treatment was based upon circa-1787 features.

Because of the unfortunate lack of documentary and physical evidence, the house
is currently interpreted as a graceful but generic and depersonalized late-eighteenth-
century interior. As late-eighteenth-century domestic life (that is unrelated to the
Schuyler family) lies outside the park's mission, the current draft GMP recommends-that
Schuyler House interpretation shift to "place emphasis on Philip Schuyler's military,
civic, and entrepreneurial roles and include information on the Schuyler family's use of
the estate."”

This recommendation, while putting into question the current 1961 Schuyler
House Furnishing Plan, aims to reinterpret Schuyler House to ensure that its
interpretation supports the mission and founding tenets of the park. This is entirely

* According to the park, there was an inventory filed but it may have been misfiled. The Chancery Decree
was recently found mixed in with other unrelated New York State papers.

* "General Management Plan: Saratoga National Historical Park" (Boston: Northeast Region, Boston
Support Office, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, DRAFT, September 2002), 61.
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possible, as Schuyler House--with its dual function as an ancestral country house and hub
of Philip Schuyler's business enterprise with physical and chronological links to the
revolutionary landscape--can be interpreted to offer visitors insight to the military,
economic, and social realities of the time.

The proposed treatment options at the end of this Historic Furnishings Report
explore general considerations for the future installation at Schuyler House and outline
four possible future treatment options. SARA and OSHA should consider the options as
a springboard for the development of an implementation plan; these options are not "set
in stone." Discussion of these options may evolve an additional option that best serves
the park. The options presented do not provide specific information as to where
individual objects or exhibits are located in a room--rather they present general
possibilities. The options range from updating the current furnished installation based on
current scholarship to giving space over to formal exhibits.

The first option represents the least amount of change as it updates the current
installation based on recent scholarship in the fields of decorative arts and social history.
The current installation is the result of three decades of the NPS' dedicated and fruitful
partnership with OSHA. While it is possible to update and refine the current installation,
it must be acknowledged that this option is least supported by current NPS standards.
The other two options adhere more closely to the NPS' current standards for minimal
conjecture in the use of historic furnishings while supporting the draft GMP
recommendation for interpretation at Schuyler House.

Historic Furnishings Report: Philip Schuyler House, Saratoga National Historical Park 3
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National Park Service Administrative Background®

Background/Establishment of Site and History of NPS Use

The National Park Service acquisition and establishment of the Schuyler House as
part of Saratoga National Historical Park was the culmination of an eight-year effort by
the NPS and the Lowber family which ended in 1950. War and an inexperienced,
fledgling park administration, which had only been authorized in 1938, hampered the
acquisition decision.

The initial discussion regarding the transfer of the property to the NPS began in
the winter of 1942 when George Lowber, along with his sister Jessie Marshall, the co-
owner and occupant of the Schuyler House, approached Warren Hamilton, the
superintendent of SARA, about offering his historic home to the government. Hamilton
wrote of this in a memo to the superintendent at Morristown on July 31, 1943:

Last winter Mr. George Lowber expressed himself as being of the opinion

that the Schuyler Mansion be placed in proper hands to preserve the

structure. This generous and public-spirited attitude prompted him to

action this last week. He became quite ill recently because of kidney trouble

and other complications. His doctor informed him an operation was

necessary. Being in his late sixties, he decided to straighten up his affairs |
and prepare a will before going to the hospital in the event he did not recover.

He expressed his intentions to his minister and a local attorney was engaged

to draw up the papers.’

George Lowber was able to deed half interest in the house to the government, while his
sister, Jessie Marshall, held the remaining half. Hamilton continued in the memo:

It was further disclosed that Mr. Lowber's sister, who is an invalid and

not expected to live long, is apparently not able to make a will in her present
physical and mental condition . . . Under these circumstances it is

not possible to determine what she would want to do with her share

in the property.8

George Lowber survived the surgery, but in August of 1943, his sister Jessie Marshall
passed away intestate. While the NPS assumed that Mr. Lowber was the only heir, it
turned out that he was not. He ultimately received half of his sistet's remaining half (or
an additional quarter of the house), while the remaining quarter went to some distant
nieces and nephews.

Concurrently, the NPS was preparing for review of the property by the Interim
Committee of the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and
Monuments. This committee's recommendations would then be forwarded to the

8 This section adapted from Rebecca Hammell's report "NPS Administrative Background," 1 August 2000.
7 Warren Hamilton to Morristown NHP Superintendent, 31 July 1943, New York State, National Park
Service Records, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.

? Ibid.
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Secretary of the Interior who would then make a recommendation to Congress. One of
the staunchest supporters of the NPS acquisition of Schuyler House was President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. In a memo dated October 12, 1943 to A. E. Demaray,
Associate Director of the National Park Service, Roosevelt inquired about the acquisition
of the Schuyler House. On November 5, 1943, Harold Ickes, Secretary of the Interior,
replied to the President. He detailed what had transpired to date and closed with the
following:

If the complete title to the Schuyler Mansion property is offered to

the United States as a gift it may, with your approval, be accepted by me
as Secretary of the Interior under the provisions of the National

Historic Sites Act, approved August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666).”

The President responded on November 9, 1943 saying that he was "delighted with [the]
report in regard to the Schuyler Mansion" and hoped that "the gift [would] go through."'°

Despite the President's support for the site, the proposed acquisition underwent
scrutiny and research. Local attorneys executed deed searches, and the Jr. Historic
Technician, Francis Wilshin, had to verify that Philip Schuyler actually had lived in the
house. Fortunately, many of the critical records concerning the Schuyler family had been
preserved at the New York Public Library which had evacuated much of its collections to
sites outside of the city for the duration of the Second World War.

On March 27, 1944, The Interim Committee of the Advisory Board on National
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments "recognized the historical importance of
the Philip Schuyler House in its relation to the Saratoga Campaign, the battle of Saratoga,
and the surrender of General Burgoyne at Saratoga (now Schuylerville), and
recommended that legislation be sought to authorize its acquisition by donation as an
integral part of Saratoga National Historic Park."!! Also as part of this memo, it was
suggested that Mr. Lowber change his will to create a trust arrangement that would
ultimately make the authorization process easier. Lowber never did and on May 31, 1946
died at the Mary McClellan Hospital in Cambridge, New York. At the reading of the will
on June 6, 1946, the NPS discovered that he had not altered the deed and bequest. It
remained the same as when written in 1943 prior to Lowber's kidney surgery.

Under the terms of the will, an undivided half came to the government. Of the
remaining one half, St. Stephen's Protestant Episcopal Church was given one quarter of
the estate; nephew Henry L. Coffin received one eighth; and two great nephews, John and
Robert Coffin each received one sixteenth. On July 21, 1947, attorney John Ostrander,
who represented St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, completed the transfer of property to
the United States Government. He wrote:

 Memorandum from Harold Ickes, Secretary of the Interior to President Roosevelt, S November 1943,
National Park Service Records, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.

19 Memorandum from President Roosevelt to Harold Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, 9 November 1943,
National Park Service Records, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.

' Memorandum from Interim Committee of the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites,
Buildings and Monuments, 27 March 1944, National Park Service Records, Archives, Saratoga National
Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.
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I am enclosing herewith the Deed from the St. Stephens Protestant Episcopal
Church of the Village of Schuylerville to the United States of America dated July
21, 1947 conveying the one-eighth interest of said church to the United States of
America for the inclusion of said premises in the Saratoga National Historical
Park, these premises more commonly known as the 'Schuyler Mansion. '

The last of the three deeds from the remaining heirs was received on July 24, 1947, a
little over a year after the will was read.

Simultaneously, the NPS began the process of introducing a bill for inclusion of
the Schuyler House property in Saratoga National Historical Park. Unfortunately, a
wrinkle in the plan occurred in the fall of that year when Ralph Cooper, an Albany
attorney who was researching the property wrote the following in a letter dated October
27,1947:

In my opinion, there was an error in computing the quantity of property which
Mr. Lowber devised to the St. Stephens Church. Before his sister died, he had
conveyed an undivided 1/2 interest to the United States leaving his sister with the
other 1/2. At her death 1/2 of that 1/2 or 1/4 went to Mr. Lowber and the other
1/4 went to the Coffin heirs. Hence the share devised to the Church was 1/4
Whi(gl should have been conveyed to the government instead of an undivided
1/8.

In November, Superintendent Ellsworth returned the deed to Ostrander who agreed to
make the necessary corrections. Ostrander also agreed to take responsibility for the
recording charges. Ellsworth was concerned that the abstract would have to be recertified
and was unsure of how and who might be responsible for the charges."

In 1948 the NPS made efforts to survey the property and assess the needs of the
house. Questions considered during the course of the year include condition of
outbuildings, water connections, septic disposal, electrical hook-ups and road access. By
June of 1948, the question of the remaining fractional interest was still unresolved. NPS
Regional Engineer O'Neil wrote to George Martin, topographic engineer at SARA on
June 8:

It is our understanding that with the exception of a fractional interest held by

one of the churches in Schuylerville all other interests in the Schuyler

property have been deeded to the Government and although these deeds have not
been yet accepted there is no real reason why we cannot enter upon the property
for survey purposes. However, if . . . survey work at this time would tend to
aggravate undesirable public relations there is no objection to your delaying a

12 Memorandum from John Ostrander, Attorney to SARA, 21 July 1947, National Park Service Records,
Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.

131 etter from Ralph Cooper, Attorney to SARA, 27 October 1947, National Park Service Records,
Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.

14 Memorandum to Coordinating Superintendent at Morristown NHP, 18 December 1947, National Park
Service Records, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.
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survey of the Schuyler property until . . . work at Saratoga Battlefield is
completed.15

The records held at SARA do not clearly indicate whether Ostrander was having
difficulty handling the re-recording of the Church's interest, but by April of 1949, a local
group had formed calling itself "The Historical Publicity Group." They evidently visited
Superintendent Ellsworth regarding the future opening of the Schuyler House to the
public. Ellsworth drafted a reply that he sent to Thomas Allen, NPS regional director, in
a memorandum. On April 4, 1949, Allen responded:

The information in your suggested answer is substantially accurate, but we
are a little worried because we are not quite sure what the question intends

or implies. Answering the question is perhaps a bit complicated because the
Government has not accepted any of the deeds which it has been tendered,
especially because the Act of June 22, 1948, authorizes the secretary to accept
all or any part of the property, and we could therefore actually accept the
deed we have without waiting for the deed from the church, although we do
not wish to do so at the present time.'®

Ellsworth answers Allen's concerns in a memo dated April 8, 1949. In it, he too,
is perplexed at why over sixteen months had elapsed since Ostrander was asked to re-
record the fractional interest of the church.'” Meanwhile, the Historical Publicity Group
(the predecessor of OSHA) was anxious to see the house opened and so had appointed a
committee to investigate the delay. The pressure provided motivation to Ostrander. By
May 23, the remaining one-eighth from St. Stephen's was conveyed to the United States.

The full packet of deeds, abstracts and petitions for the NPS acquisition of
Schuyler House was filed with the government in July of 1949. All was not complete,
however. Possessory rights reports were also required. Additional problems arose with
the New York Power and Light Corporation, which had an interest in the property as part
of public access right of way. Finally, on May 2, 1950 Assistant Regional Director Lisle
made formal written notification to Superintendent Ellsworth that the Schuyler House
officially belonged to the National Park Service.'®

Documentation Pertaining to Structure

In 1951, Charles W. Snell, Park Historian completed 4 Report on the History,
Construction and Social Use of the Philip Schuyler Summer House at Schuylerville (Old
Saratoga), N.Y. This report documents the state of the house structure prior to
renovation, and also chronicles the research conducted to justify and support the historic

'* O'Neil, Regional Engineer to George Martin, Topographic Engineer, 8 June 1948, National Park Service
Records, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.

' Memorandum from Superintendent Ellsworth to Thomas Allen, Regional Director, 4 April 1949,
National Park Service Records, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.

' Memorandum from Superintendent Ellsworth to Thomas Allen, Regional Director, 8§ April 1949,
National Park Service Records, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.

'* Memorandum from Assistant Regional Director Lisie to Superintendent Ellsworth, 2 May 1950, National
Park Service Records, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.
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furnishing of the house. The report systematically shows that there were no inventories
found documenting Philip Schuyler's use of the house, nor were there any furnishings
located that originally been in the house.

Documentation concerning the physical state and NPS alterations to the Schuyler
House is abundant. Much of the research and writing, however, were done after the
repairs or restoration work were finished in the form of completion reports. In 1959
Henry A. Judd of the Eastern Office of Design and Construction wrote Historic
Structures Report, Architectural Data Section, Part I, Preparatory to the Restoration of
the Philip Schuyler House.

Two letters written in 1950 describe the plans for ongoing stabilization. What
was actually accomplished at this time is not clear. On May 5, 1950, Superintendent
Ellsworth sent a memo to the Regional Director, outlining problems plaguing the
Schuyler House from the outset: the basement was overly damp, the roof and windows
were in poor condition, the foundation required re-pointing and proper drainage, and
chimneys were deteriorating rapidly.® The house also had no heating system other than
the fireplaces. An underground heating system was considered at this time but never
installed.

On May 10, 1950 Ellsworth received a response from the Regional Architect
encouraging him to attempt only those projects needed for stabilization and not those
considered rehabilitation.”” Drainage improvements, re-roofing, and chimney renovation
were approved at this time, however. In addition to the former repairs, the NPS
completed the exterior repair and replacement of windows and moldings, the replacement
of exterior shutters, and the replacement of rotted siding on the kitchen.

In 1951 funds were allotted to scrape and paint the house. Certain eaves and
shake shingles were also replaced at this time. By 1956 extensive repair work had
occurred, including some undertaken by park staff (1950-1955) and later some with
Judd's supervision (1956-1959). The situation was further complicated by a continual
shortage of funding and by persistent pressure from OSHA, which was anxious to have
the house furnished and opened for tours after nine years of NPS ownership.

Between 1956 and 1964 extensive repair and restoration work occurred to restore the
house back to its 1804 plan. After much structural investigation and primary research,
the NPS restoration team removed all interior plaster and nogging, replaced several
windows, and restored the main stairs to their 1804 position. The team also removed a
rear tier of rooms, removed a front piazza, and recreated "father's office." The team also
completed significant structural repairs to the kitchen and re-built the kitchen fireplace.

In 1960, John Luzader, Ivan Ellsworth, Henry Judd, and Edward Larrabee wrote a
collaborative report entitled Historic Structures Report, Part I, Schuyler House,
Saratoga National Historical Park that documents work accomplished through 1959.
However, no such completion report exists for work done after that date.

Work done in 1959 and 1960 must be discerned from the handwritten field books
of Harry Martin, the restoration carpenter at the time.”! This later work included the

1 Memorandum from Superintendent Ellsworth to Regional Director, S May 1950, National Park Service
Records, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stiliwater, NY.

2 Memorandum from Regional Architect to Superintendent Ellsworth, 10 May 1950, National Park Service
Records, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.

21 Harry Martin, Field Books, 28 July 1959-15 November 1960. Uncatalogued, National Park Service
Records, Archives, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.
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finishes of the second floor rooms, the framing of "Father's Office" and rear porches, and
the replacement of windows and trim. It also included the painting and restoration of the
kitchen.

There are a number of reports documenting the landscape and outbuildings
including several archeological reports and a three-volume interpretive and historic
grounds report. John Cotter performed the earliest archeological work at the Schuyler
House in 1958. Edward Larrabee completed the first dig for which SARA has
documentary evidence in 1959. The resulting report is entitled Report of Archeological
Excavations Conducted at Schuyler House, Saratoga National Historical Park, June 8
through June 29, 1959. This report closely examines the area immediately surrounding
the kitchen and nearby adjacent areas. Archeological investigations in the Schuyler
parking lot area in 1960 did not reveal anything conclusive and David Starbuck
completed the next archeological report on the Schuyler House grounds in 1987.

What is significant is the sheer amount of material unearthed during the course of
the site's various archeological investigations. There are an estimated 40,000 sherds in
the park collections and nearly half of these were unearthed from the Schuyler House
site. No comprehensive analysis of this material has been done to date. Study and
analysis of this material would be a definite aid in further understanding the lifestyle of
the people who lived on the estate from pre-historic times to 1943 (when residence at the
Schuyler House ended).

Interpretively, the park is operating under the recommendations of John Reynolds'
1970 Interpretive Prospectus: Saratoga National Historical Park, Saratoga. This
document specifically recommends that the Schuyler property be used to interpret both
Philip Schuyler as well as the surrender. In detailed terms this report encourages lively
and active interpretation both inside and outside the house:

The Story of Schuyler, the man, will be told inside the house. The house
should serve as the basic mechanism for portraying the many facets of
Schuyler's life. The visitor should be able to wander through Schuyler's
life by wandering through the house. In order to make this possible,
reproduction furniture should be used as much as possible. Genuine
antiques cannot be used. Individual rooms could be made to appear as

if they were actually in use. The dining room table should be set; the
kitchen filled with smells of food. . . . Special attention should be given to
the tying together of the Schuyler property and the battlefield, and the
connection of Schuyler with the American Army. . . . Activities outside
the house, but pertaining to the life style of the times, will be part of the
scene. Cultivation of the garden, baking in the brick ovens are examples .
. . The surrender of Burgoyne's army should be the major theme on the
outside of the house. . . . A new building should be added to provide space
for information, ticket sales, and literature and interpretation. This
building should be a functional reconstruction, modeled after an out-
building that existed on the site at the time Schuyler lived there. . . .The
present cooperating agreement with the Old Saratoga Historical
Association should be renegotiated in the near future to incorporate the
new concepts of living history and demonstrations. An understanding
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should be reached to alter their concepts regarding the furnishings to
permit the acquisition of reproduction items to allow more free access to
the rooms.?

Aspects of this ambitious plan were indeed realized. Living history programs and
demonstrations were presented at the Schuyler House by OSHA in the 1970s and 1980s.
Numerous daily activities included baking bread in the brick ovens, spinning, candle
dipping, drying herbs from the garden, and a weekly children's program.

In 1999, funding became available for an updated Comprehensive Interpretive
Plan (CIP), which was to consider current and alternative plans for interpretation of the
Schuyler House site within the larger framework of SARA. The last NPS Master Plan
done at SARA was completed in 1969.

Stephen Strach's three volume treatise The Saratoga Estate of Philip Schuyler,
1745-1839: An Interpretive and Historic Grounds Report, written in 1986 is a rich
source of raw data, particularly in some of the bibliographic citations. To date, much of
the material in Strach's study is largely undigested and has not been applied to the site.

In 2003 a Cultural Landscape Inventory was completed. The inventory found
that the Schuyler Estate site does not retain sufficient historic integrity to convey
American Revolutionary significance, as it reflects the aftermath of the Saratoga
Battles.”> The inventory also states that the Schuyler Estate landscape does not retain
sufficient historic integrity to convey its significance for its association with Philip
Schuyler.** The 1777 house is restored to its 1804 appearance and retains integrity for
the 1763 to 1804 period.”> However, Stevens concludes by stating that "Because of the . .
. reduction of size of the original estate, and encroachment of modern development, the
Schuyler Estate landscape does not retain historic integrity through the qualities of
setting, materials, feeling, and association sufficient to convey its historic association to
the life of Philip Schuyler."*®

Maureen Phillips' "Historic Structure Report: Philip Schuyler House" was written
in partial response to the proposal that the interpretive period for the house be established
as 1777 to 1787, a period most closely associated with the battles of Saratoga and Philip
Schuyler's occupation of the house. Phillips' findings determine that interpreting the
house to pre-1787 is problematic because much of the twentieth-century restoration was
based upon circa-1787 with some post-1787 features. In conclusion, she recommends
that primary character-defining features be defined as those dating from 1777 to 1804,
and secondary character-defining features be defined as those associated with the 1950s
NPS restoration.”” The HSR also acknowledges that the new General Management Plan

22 John Reynolds, Interpretive Prospectus: Saratoga National Historical Park, Saratoga (U.S. Department
of the Interior, 1971), 19.

2 Chris Stevens, Cultural Landscape Inventory (Brookline, MA: Olmsted Center for Landscape
Preservation, 2002), Part 3, 1.

# Ibid.

® Ibid., Part 3, 2.

% Tbid.

2" Maureen K. Phillips, Draft Historic Structure Report: Philip Schuyler House, Saratoga National
Historical Park, Schuylerville, New York, Volume 1 (Lowell, MA: Building Conservation Branch,
Northeast Cultural Resources Center, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, DRAFT
September 2002), 301.
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(GMP) and the Long Range Interpretive Plan (LRIP) will help further analyze the
appropriate period of significance for the Schuyler House.*®

A new GMP is in final draft form and a LRIP is in the process of being written for
SARA. Both of these documents have necessitated a more thorough investigation of the
Schuyler House to help determine the appropriate period of significance of the building
in relation to the other resources of the park.

The draft GMP has not proposed any revisions regarding the period of
significance for Schuyler House. Nonetheless the draft GMP preferred Management
Alternative (D) carries clear interpretive implications for the Schuyler House. It
recommends that the park's overall interpretive focus is the period of the Burgoyne
Campaign while aiming to "expand partnerships to place the park in its broader historic
context."”? Towards this end, "the house would be preserved . . . . Interpretive media
would place emphasis on Philip Schuyler's military, civic, and entrepreneurial roles and
include information on the Schuyler family's use of the estate."*

In 2001, Laurel Racine wrote an "Interior Treatment Assessment for General
Management Plan: Schuyler House, Saratoga National Historical Park." The assessment
briefly summarizes and analyzes past research efforts and sources available to inform the
interior treatment of Schuyler House.
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NATIONAL REGISTER SIGNIFICANCE: SCHUYLER HOUSE, SARATOGA
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

I. Summary of National Register Statement of Significance
A. Established Areas of Site Significance

The Schuyler House was entered on the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP) on October 15, 1966. However, recent attempts to locate the written nomination
over the last five years have failed. The National Register office is currently closed; and
SARA does not have a copy of its NRHP. Therefore, it is impossible to comment on the
content of the document at this time. The park should seriously consider updating (or
replacing) the now-missing NRHP for the Schuyler House. Using current National
Register criteria for evaluation, the site meets Criterion B: Person, for its direct
association with Philip Schuyler.

Schuyler was a wealthy and influential eighteenth-century landholder and
entrepreneur from New York. He served as Major General in the American Revolution,
and later served as senator of New York from 1789 to 1791 and 1797 to 1798. Schuyler
built Schuyler House in 1777. Schuyler most likely designed the house and oversaw its
construction. He lived in the house from 1777-1787, using the building as a country
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residence and as the hub of an extensive eighteenth-century settlement from which he
administered his various business concerns. It is also documented that Schuyler
entertained such distinguished guests as George Washington, Samuel Chase, Governor
George Clinton, and Alexander Hamilton at the Schuyler House. During Philip Schuyler
II's occupation, it is said that the Marquis de Lafayette stayed there.’'

While the house was restored in the twentieth century to its 1787-1804
appearance, the configuration of the first- and second-floor spaces is close to how it was
when Philip Schuyler lived in the house. The room known as "Father's Office," while
most likely added to the house in 1787, may have been used by Philip Schuyler between
1787 and 1804. The interior and exterior of the house has been restored (as it was
possible) to their 1787 to 1804 appearance, and thus do not relate to Philip Schuyler's
"period of documentable" occupation.

B. Potential New Areas of Site Significance
No potential new areas of site significance.
C. Areas of Site Significance Considered and Rejected
No new areas of site significance were considered and rejected.

D. Collections as a Feature of the Site

The reproduction and period objects currently located in Schuyler House should
not be considered contributing features of the site. Few contribute to the significance of
the house under any of the National Register criteria. The few items with a Schuyler
family provenance include a gateleg table, mahogany chest of drawers, linen press, dress,
pair of stockings, pair of shoes, hearth crane, and wooden bread bowl. These items
potentially support Criteria B: Person as they may have furnished the house when Philip
Schuyler lived there. ,

The table and the chest of drawers were both given to OSHA by Mr. Herbert
Malcolm, a direct descendent through Philip Schuyler's daughter, Catherine, who married
Samuel Bayard Malcolm in 1802. The gold silk gown, donated by a Mr. Francis
Chambers of Philadelphia, is described on the catalog card as: "Gold satin gown worn by
Madame Schuyler at a reception for the Marquis De Lafayette when he revisited America
during the 1820's."*? As Philip Schuyler I's wife Catherine Schuyler died in 1803, it is
most likely that it was Philip Schuyler II 's wife Grace Hunter who wore the dress. The
crane standing in the kitchen was found by Peter Young in an area believed to have been
the site of one of the previous Schuyler residences. The bowl is believed to have
belonged to Philip Schuyler's grandfather, Johannes Schuyler. All of these items are
exhibited as part of the Schuyler House interpretive display.

31 This has never been confirmed.
32 The Marquis De Lafayette's visit had never been confirmed.
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II. Additional Areas of Significance for Site Collections

Archeology Collections

Criterion D: Information Potential

Area of Significance--Lifestyle of Philip Schuyler
National Significance

The archeological collection is the least used and interpreted part of the entire
SARA collection. Between 40,000 and 50,000 fragments have been excavated from
numerous digs on site, yet no interpretive analysis has been applied to these objects. This
is most true for the work done at the Schuyler House, particularly the digs completed in
the 1950s in the artifact-rich areas adjacent to the house. Rebecca Hammell, Historic
Furnishings Researcher and Curator of SARA between 1998 and 2000 examined seven
full cases of fragments from this dig and other boxes of unwashed and uncatalogued
materials removed during the digs done in the late 1980s.

Examination of the items removed in the 1950s revealed a rich assortment of
glass and ceramics appropriate to Schuyler's period including mochaware, early blue and
white Chinese export porcelain, Queensware, creamware, pearlware, tin-glazed
earthenware, stonewares, redware, bottle glass, parts of two folded-foot baluster wine
glasses, and parts of glass decanters. Anecdotally this information is useful, but a full-
scale interpretation of the entire bulk of material would be invaluable to understanding
the evolution of occupation at Schuyler House through the late-eighteenth, early-
nineteenth, and twentieth centuries.
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Historical Data

ANOTE ON SOURCES

The researcher reviewed all finding aids for repositories including Schuyler-
related historic documents and correspondence. These repositories include the New York
State Library, the New York State Archives, the Albany Surrogate Court, the Albany
County Hall of Records, the New York Public Library (NYPL), Historic Hudson Valley,
the New-York Historical Society, the Surrogate Court of Westchester County, the Albany
Institute of History and Art, the Montgomery County Historical Society, and Morristown
National Historical Park. Several of these repositories have few documents of relevance
for the Historic Furnishings Report.

The researcher reviewed the holdings of the Albany Institute of History and Art,
New York State Library, and Albany and Westchester Surrogate Courts. The researcher
reviewed relevant segments of the NYPL holdings on microfiche. Secondary research
focused upon the historic and economic context of General Philip Schuyler's Saratoga
patent.

ANALYSIS OF CONSTRUCTION, HISTORIC OWNERSHIP, OCCUPANCY,
AND USE OF STRUCTURE

Philip Schuyler Occupation--1777-1787

By 1763 Philip Schuyler had inherited several thousand acres of family land
within the Saratoga Patent. By 1767 Philip Schuyler had constructed a large and elegant
house at the family country seat in Saratoga near the banks of the Hudson River at Fish
Creek. The Saratoga estate was the hub of Philip Schuyler's varied business enterprises
and he spent much time managing his operations there.

After the outbreak of hostilities between Britain and the colonies in 1775,
Congress appointed Philip Schuyler to Major General and assigned him command of the
New York Department of the Continental Army. He was relieved of command in
August 1777. The British army was defeated in the second battle of Saratoga on
October 7, 1777. On October 10th, Burgoyne and his men burned Schuyler's estate,
destroying his residence and most other buildings on the Saratoga property.

In spite of this considerable financial loss, Schuyler ordered the construction of
another house, and by the end of November had built "a comfortable house for the
reception of [his] family."® At this time he also wrote to his friend John Jay:

As I shall shortly be altogether out of public life, I am eamnestly engaged
in building me a house at this place, that I may be as far out of the noise
and hustle of the great world as possible. I am confident (provided we

repel the enemy), that I shall enjoy more true felicity in my retreat, than
ever was experienced by any man engaged in public life. . . . My hobby-

33 philip Schuyler to Congress, 4 November 1777, Box 33, Reel 29, Philip Schuyler Papers, New York
Public Library, New York, NY.
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horse has long been a country life; I dismounted once with reluctance, and
now saddle him again with a very considerable share of satisfaction . . .
and hope to canter him on to the end of the journey of life.**

The house that Burgoyne burned was a mansion--an elegant residence described
as "much superior to many gentlemen's houses in Canada."® By contrast, the
house that Schuyler built to replace it in 1777 was austere, with small casement
windows, unpainted siding, and an unfinished and untrimmed interior. Schuyler
described the house as "only a frame house," and while he had a detached kitchen
wing built off the northeast corner of the house circa 1780, no major renovations
were made until 1787.

Philip Schuyler

Philip John Schuyler (1733-1804) was born November 22, 1733. He was the
eldest surviving son of Johannes Schuyler, Jr. and Cornelia Van Cortlandt. His parents
were among the elite of Albany. His father and uncle's wealth was based on merchant
trade, public service, and land development. The Schuyler family originated from
Amsterdam but was not related to the original Dutch "patroons.” Within two generations
of arriving in America, however, the Schuylers were allied by marriage to the most
powerful landholding families in the colony.

As a child and young adult Schuyler lived at his parents' city home in Albany and
on his aunt's farm at the "Flats," a family estate located four miles from Albany. When
he was born, the Albany house had been his family's ancestral home for close to seventy
years. Located on the southeastern corner of State Street and South Pearl Street, it was
built by Philip Schuyler's grandfather between 1659 and 1667. The Flats was located
along the Hudson River near the northern border of what is today the village of Menands.
The land originally was part of Rensselaerswyck. His Aunt Margareta Schuyler lived at
the Flats and presided over her many nieces and nephews when they visited. Margareta
Schuyler was particularly well connected socially and apparently was a guiding influence
for young Philip Schuyler.

Philip Schuyler lost his father on the eve of his seventh birthday and lost several
uncles during the 1740s. In 1745 his uncle Philip Johannes Schuyler was killed and his
house (the first Schuyler family house to be built on the Saratoga patent) was burned by a
party of French and Indian raiders. Young Schuyler grew up with his younger brothers
and was schooled at home. From 1748 to 1751 he was sent to New Rochelle to be
educated by Peter Stouppe--a French Protestant minister. While in New Rochelle, he
began to show symptoms of gout and pleurisy, conditions that would plague him for the
rest of his life. During the summer of 1751, he was sent to the western part of New York

to gain experience in the dwindling fur trade as well as learn how to negotiate with
Mohawk traders.

2 Philip Schuyler to John Jay, 6 November 1777, Correspondence and Public Papers of John Jay 1764-
1781, Vol. I (New York, 1890), 168, cited in Phillips, HSR, 3.

** Thomas Anburey (British 24th Regiment of Foot), Travels through the Interior Parts of America
(London, 1789), 2 volumes, Vol. I, pp. 404-405, cited in Phillips, HSR, 5.
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In September 1755, twenty-one-year-old Philip married Catherine Van Rensselaer
(1734-1803), daughter of Colonel Johannes Van Rensselaer and Angelica Livingston.
This marriage solidified Philip Schuyler's social prominence as he had married into the
most influential landholding family in the colony of New York. Catherine was four
months pregnant when they married, and a few months later the first of their fifteen
children, Angelica, was baptized in the Albany Dutch Reformed Church. At that time,
the young family was living with Philip Schuyler's mother in his childhood home at State
and Pearl Streets.

In 1755, Schuyler was commissioned a Captain in the provincial forces of New
York and ordered to lead a militia company that was to build fortifications north of
Albany. In 1756, he accompanied Colonel John Bradstreet to Oswego, New York, where
he learned the business of military supply. Bradstreet became the young couple's close
friend and Philip's mentor. Bradstreet was a British officer who had been stationed in
Albany by the crown to procure supplies and transport them to the frontier. Bradstreet
served at Oswego, Halifax, and Ticonderoga during the Seven Years War during which
he repeatedly distinguished himself. In 1758, he led an expedition that captured Fort
Frontenac (located in Kingston, Ontario); in 1764 he led an expedition against the
western Indians and negotiated a treaty with them at Detroit during Pontiac's Rebellion.

Once home in Albany, in 1756 Schuyler was elected to the common council as
assistant alderman for the first ward of Albany. At this time he was able to obtain the
contract to operate the ferry that connected Albany with Greenbush. He also held a
provincial appointment as commissioner of the excise (import tax) and procured supplies
and provisions for Bradstreet as well. In 1758 Philip Schuyler returned to active military
service. As an officer in the British supply train, he took part in attacks on Ticonderoga
and in Bradstreet's capture of Fort Frontenac. Stationed for the most part at Albany, he
served in Bradstreet's quartermaster's department for the remainder of the war and after.

By 1761, Schuyler had begun to gather resources that would enable him to build
his own estate and mansion in Albany, the later site of Schuyler Mansion. In March,
Schuyler went to England to broker settlement of Bradstreet's quartermaster's accounts,
leaving Bradstreet with his family and in charge of the construction of his new home.
Schuyler returned to Albany at the end of 1762. By 1765 Bradstreet had settled
permanently in Albany.

Philip Schuyler was elected to the New York General Assembly in 1768. The
Assembly was openly hostile to British rule, and it was here that Schuyler began to
emerge as a leader of the opposition to British restrictions and taxes. After the outbreak
of hostilities between the colonies and the crown in 1775, Schuyler was appointed Major
General of the New York Department in the Continental Army under General George
Washington. After the fall of Ticonderoga to General Burgoyne in July 1777, Schuyler
delayed the British push toward Albany by obstructing their path with the Northern
Department's retreat. This strategy came under criticism in Congress leading to
Schuyler's replacement by General Horatio Gates. While Schuyler was later court-
martialed for negligence in the loss of Fort Ticonderoga, he was eventually acquitted and
decorated with highest honors.

Following the defeat of the British in the second battle of Saratoga on October 7,
1777 the British retreated and General Burgoyne burned Schuyler's estate in Saratoga on
October 10th. Schuyler never regained the military stature that he had prior to the battles
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of Saratoga. Nonetheless he continued to serve in the New York Senate after the
revolution; continued to manage his business enterprises from his estate in Saratoga; and
put great energy into developing inland lock navigation as the president of the West and
East Inland Lock Navigation Companies. In 1779, City of Albany assessments proved
that Philip Schuyler was the wealthiest man in the city in terms of real and personal
estate. In 1803 Catherine Schuyler died. Schuyler died soon after in 1804.

According to the reminiscences of his daughter Catherine Van Rensselaer
Schuyler, the General was an early riser who believed seven hours of sleep were adequate
for any healthy man. His day began with prayer. He would then spend a few hours
reading, reviewing fiscal calculations, or land surveys. Once members of his family had
risen, he would read prayers to the household and after breakfast he would review and
write corre:spondence.36

In 1785 Alexander Coventry, described Philip Schuyler as a:

spare, thin man, more like a cent per cent man, than a military man. He was
plainly dressed, and his appearance so much against him, that when I was
introduced I looked around the room to see if there were not some other person. I
soon found that however cool his behavior might appear, he meant to be my
friend, and as such, I would much prefer him to any person I had ever met. His
words were few, but in them there appeared a de%ree of sense and wisdom which
surprised me, surpassed anything I had met with.>’

The following answers were recorded at Philip Church's home in Angelica, New
York, by Philip Schuyler's grandson Philip Church in response to questions submitted by
the historian Benson J. Lossing on June 6, 1859.® While the questions themselves are
lost, the answers impart an evocative portrait of the General >

1) His height about 5 ft 11 inches

2) Weight 160 lbs-of a thin well proportioned figure

3) Complexion, brown - Eyes black - Do not know color of his hair, as he
wore powder-

4) He ate Moderately, and slept very little

5) His chief amusement, playing Backgammon

6) Voice - Rapid but clear

1) Went into his library before SAM, stayed until 12 engaged in writing and
reading

* Don R. Gerlach, Philip Schuyler and the Growth of New York, 1733-1804 (Albany: The State University
of New York, 1968), 42.
*7 Unpublished manuscript diary "Memoirs of An Emigrant, the Journal of Alexander Coventry, M.D. In
Scotland, the United States and Canada during the Period 1783-1831," Schuyler Family Papers, The New
York State Library, Manuscripts and Special Collections, Albany, NY, Vol. 1, 73-76, 82, cited in Stephen
G. Strach, "The Saratoga Estate of Philip Schuyler 1745-1839: An Interpretive and Historic Grounds
Report" (Eastern National Park and Monument Association, 1986).
** Philip Church's (1778-1861) parents married in 1777. It is thus likely that Philip Church knew his
§grandfather fairly well.

? Philip Church to Benson J. Lossing, 6 June 1859, Schuyler Family Papers, New York State Library,
Manuscripts and Special Collections, New York, NY.
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8) I believe with the Dutch Reformed

9) Said grace at meals

10)  Did not allow guests to interfere with his duties

11)  Manner - warm & gentlemanly

12)  Never walked with a cane

13)  Wore small clothes & boots - a large hat made of feathers, very light &
cool, water proof sent to him from England by his eldest daughter
Angelica Church

14)  Kept Carriages, and remarkably beautiful fine horses

15)  When I knew him he rode out in a Sulky

16)  Never smoked cigars, but a very long pipe, placing the bowl of the pipe on
the table, and smoking whilst he read or wrote

17)  He did not chew

18)  Only Backgammon, & not for money

19)  Entered with great pleasure into children's amusements

20)  Was peculiarly neat in his personal appearance

Catherine Schuyler

Catherine Schuyler was born on November 4, 1734 into one of the most
influential landholding families in colonial New York. The daughter of John Van
Rensselaer, proprietor of the Lower Manor of Rensselaerwyck and Angelica Livingston
grandniece to Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, the fourth patroon, Catherine belonged to the
tightly woven network of provincial aristocracy. As a young woman Catherine was
known for her beauty, intellect, and firmness of will.*

While it is clear that Catherine Van Rensselaer and Philip Schuyler were within
the same social circle in Albany, the details of their courtship are vague. They were
married on September 7, 1755. The marriage was a sudden one, ordered by Catherine's
father, as she was four months pregnant at the time. Marrying into the Van Rensselaer
family was a propitious event for young Schuyler, further linking him into the political
and economic seat of the province. From the age of twenty-one through forty-seven
Catherine bore fifteen children (she bore one set of twins and one set of triplets). Seven
of Catherine and Philip's children died at birth or during infancy, while eight of them
lived into adulthood.

Unfortunately, there are no extant correspondence, accounts, or journals by
Catherine Schuyler. It is clear, however, from the copious letters written to her by her
husband, that she was literate and oversaw everyday household matters from disciplining
slaves to overseeing the management of livestock. A letter written to the Schuylers by
Schuyler's secretary John Lansing Jr. requests Catherine's opinion:

Mary is much at a loss as to the Disposition of the Milch cows, which are
daily milked by some Rascal before the Men she sends for that purpose

* Susan L. May, Catherine Schuyler: The Study of an Individual for the Understanding of an Era (Albany,
NY: Schuyler Mansion State Historic Site, 1983), 3.
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get to them She requested me to beg Mrs. Schuyler's Direction on the
Subject.*

While it is difficult to confirm, Catherine Schuyler likely was very involved in
decorating both of the Schuylers' homes. A letter from Catherine's brother-in-law,
John Cochran, once accompanied a sample of "damask D1aper .which if Mrs.
Schuyler likes can be made with a Border for table Linnen. "2 A letter from
Philip Schuyler to his daughter Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton on December 21,
1802 indicates that Catherine Schuyler had selected an entire dining service and
chairs from the merchant James Chestney.*

Catherine Schuyler frequently traveled with her husband to Philadelphia,
New York City, and back and forth between Albany and Saratoga. During the
summer of 1777, she visited Schuyler House three times to remove furniture from
the house in anticipation of a British invasion.

Local history commemorated Catherine Schuyler as a heroine of the Revolution.
During the late-nineteenth century, as the Colonial Revival Movement gathered legends
and myths, it was said that she burned the family wheat-fields on the Saratoga estate
rather than have them fall into British hands during the Battle of Ticonderoga. It seems
unlikely that Catherine Schuyler was present at Schuyler House during the battles of
Saratoga.*® Fighting was intense at this time in eastern New York and the house had
been emptied of its furnishings. Also, there are many first-hand accounts of wheat
growing there when the British arrived. Catherine died on March 7, 1803 at the age of
67.

The Schuvler Children

Philip Schuyler and Catherine Schuyler had fifteen children. Five girls and three
boys lived to maturity and all would eventually marry. While it can be assumed that all
the Schuyler children visited or stayed at the Saratoga Estate, not all would have
occupied the house. The following is a list of Philip and Catherine Schuyler's children
with their age ranges from 1777 when the present house was built, to 1787, when the
property was turned over to son John Bradstreet Schuyler. In 1777, the children ranged
in age from 2 to 21.

The chart below is to inform the reader of the Schuyler family composition during
Philip Schuyler's residency at Saratoga:

Angelica [married July 1777; did not live in current house]
Elizabeth (Betsy) [age 20-23; married December 1780 and left the family]
Margaret (Peggy) [age 19-25; married June 1783 and left the family]

John Bradstreet Schuyler [age 12-22; married 1787]

Philip Jeremiah [age 9-19]

“! Don R. Gerlach, Philip Schuyler and the American Revolution in New York, 1733-1777 (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1964), X1V, XV.
*> See May, 13.
* Philip Schuyler to Mrs. Alexander Hamilton, 21 December 1802, Princeton University Library,
‘lxlanuscrlpt Collections, Princeton, NJ cited in May, 13.

See Strach, Volume 1, 8, 9.
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Rensselaer [age 4-14]
Cornelia [age 2-12]
Catherine [infancy to age 6]

Distinguished Guests of Schuyler House

In Seeing America and its Great Men: The Journal and Letters of Count
Francesco dal Verme 1783-1784, the Count confirms that George Washington slept at
the Saratoga home of Philip Schuyler. Apparently, the Count dal Verme met George
Washington at his Newburgh, New York, headquarters in July 1783 as Washington was
preparing to visit the area north of Albany. The Count was invited to join the General on
his tour and kept a journal detailing the whole event. On July 18, the Count, General
Washington, and their party lodged at Philip Schuyler's home in Albany. His journal
entry dated July 20, 1783 records their visit to the Saratoga estate:

After breakfast we set out on horseback with Philip Schuyler, the Mayor,
and others. When we had gone twelve miles we got into a boat and crossed
the Mohawk River to see the great falls which are seventy feet in height a
thousand in width. Passed by the place where General Burgoyne first
engaged the American forces. Arrived at Saratoga at six in the evening (35
miles). Dinner and lodgings at Philip Schuyler's house. The road is almost
always in the midst of woods, but generally good.*

Unfortunately, there is no description of where the party slept or what they ate.
However, in Alexander Coventry's diary entry of September 11, 1785, two years
later, Coventry records that "a servant boy, a negro, stood in the room during our
supper."*® Legend states that the Marquis de Lafayette was a guest at the Schuyler
House in 1824 or 1825."

Dutch Settlement of New York: From Patroon to Landed Aristocrat

Catherine Schuyler's family descended from Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, the fourth
patroon to settle what would become the state of New York. While Philip Schuyler did
not descend from a patroon family, his landed wealth a century later followed the
settlement and development patterns established by these early great landowners.

The Dutch were eager to establish a foothold in America because of its extensive
natural resources, and from 1621 to 1638 the Dutch West India Company had a chartered
monopoly of fur exportation from New Netherland. Under the terms of the Charter of
Freedoms and Exemptions, the States General of the Netherlands authorized the Dutch
West India Company to grant lands and feudal rights in America to proprietors (Patroons)

% Elizabeth Cometti, ed. trans., Seeing America and Its Great Men: The Journal and Letters of Count
Francesco dal Verme 1783-1784, 13, cited in Strach Volume 2.

“ Unpublished manuscript diary "Memoirs of An Emigrant, the Journal of Alexander Coventry, M.D. In
Scotland, the United States and Canada during the Period 1783-1831," Schuyler Family Papers, The New
York State Library, Manuscripts and Special Collections, Albany, NY, Vol. 1, 75,76, cited in Strach,
Volume 2.

47 This has never been confirmed.
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who would undertake to transport and establish in the New World at least fifty adult
settlers.*® In the early-seventeenth century, colonists who preferred commercial ventures
that yielded immediate profits settled land around New Netherland. ThlS led many of
them to enter the fur trade, often neglecting farming or storekeeping.*’

English conquest of New Netherland in 1664 brought no immediate changes in
the fur trade; officials still collected export duties, and the internal traffic in furs remained
open. Similar to the Dutch West India Company, English governors granted vast real
estate holdings to a few proprietors during the 1680s and 1690s. These landholders
developed agriculture only slowly but did an active business with northem fur trappers
for pelts they sold in Canada or New York City through their agents.”® Under British
rule, British leaders viewed these wealthy landowners as aristocrats and land was the
reward given for loyalty or service.!

As the fur trade declined, it was not at first clear what would assume the
preeminent role in the regional economy. A scattering of settlements, with very few
towns in the interior, hampered efforts to integrate markets and distribution systems
during the first decades of English rule. As profits from the fur trade fluctuated and
declined by the middle of the seventeenth century, settlers began to aggregate property
for agricultural purposes rather than subdivide town land.*?

It was around this time when Philip Pieterse Schuyler (Philip Schuyler's great
grandfather) began to accumulate his landholdings. By the 1670s he had acquired
possession of three properties: "the great flat" (the farm that Kiliaen van Rensselaer had
highly prized and that stretched two miles along the Hudson on a fertile plain four miles
north of Albany); the land of Bastiaen de Winter; and a parcel lying immediately across
the Hudson from "the great flat.">® The Schuyler patriarch continued to purchase large
and valuable tracts of land into the late-seventeenth century from patroon families that
had lost money in the fur trade and were not yet prepared to farm the land they owned.

In spite of Philip Pieterse Schuyler's accumulation of land, his primary concern
apparently was always Albany's trade. Schuyler's concerns reflected the Dutch tradition
of civic pride and investment in the city's corporate and political structures. By the
middle of the seventeenth century, sixty percent of Holland's population was settled in
urban centers.”* There, an individual derived status from their political strength in the
urban milieu. The English who took possession of New Netherland did not share these
values. They came from a country with a weaker town tradition where by the middle of

the seventeenth century only fifteen to twenty percent of the population lived in cities. 3
In England, one's power was derived from one's landholdings.

By the eighteenth century, this difference in value system seems to have affected

the second generation of wealthy Dutch New Yorkers. It seems that they viewed

* Michael Kammen. Colonial New York (New York: Oxford University Press, 1975).

# Cathy Matson. ""Damned Scoundrels' and 'Libertisme of Trade': Freedom and Regulation in Colonial
New York's Fur and Grain Trades," The William and Mary Quarterly, Third Series, July 1994, 392.

** Tbid., 394.

*! Tbid.

*2 Donna Merwick, "Dutch Townsmen and Land Use: A Spatial Perspective on Seventeenth-Century New
York," The William and Mary Quarterly, Third Series, January 1980, 72.
* Tbid., 75.
> Ibid.
% Ibid.
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themselves as landed aristocracy as much as businessmen. By the mid-eighteenth
century, the Van Rensselaers saw themselves as gentry or "lords of the manor."*® Philip
Schuyler seems to have imagined himself the same way when he wrote in 1775, "I care
not what others may do, as for me and my house, [emphasis added] we will serve our
country."’

Enterprise and Development of Philip Schuyler's Land

By the time Philip John Schuyler came of age he was wealthy. In addition to a
portion of the Saratoga patent, an extensive settlement in the upper Hudson River region
consisting of 3,000 acres, he inherited one-third of his grandfather's estate. He would
also inherit between 10,000 and 20,000 acres of land property through the wills of both
his parents.”® This would include the St. Lawrence Valley, land from the Mohawk Valley
to Claverack, and lands on the lower Hudson.” He also administered the Claverack
property that his wife had inherited from her father, in addition to the business affairs of
his son-in-law Stephen Van Rensselaer.®

Schuyler used his land and water rights to generate income. He processed the
land's raw resources of fish and timber, transforming them into saleable commodities. He
built grain, flax, and saw mills on Fish Creek. He leased his land to tenants who he also
hired to work his mills or grow crops. Claims made in 1777 detail the crops destroyed in
August by the Army of the United States which include 664 bushels of wheat, peas, oats
and potatoes; 400 wagon loads of hay; and twenty-eight acres of flax, corn, beans,
squash, and hemp.®!

In order to maintain and improve his shipping routes, Schuyler had several river
crafts. This made it possible for him to maintain close connections between the upper
and lower reaches of the Hudson Valley. As head of the Northern and Western Inland
Lock and Navigation companies from 1793 to his death, he was interested in improving
land values, trade, and transportation.62

Philip Schuyler's estate at Saratoga was the most developed of his settlements.
Here he built his Georgian-style brick mansion in 1766, three sawmills, a linen mill, and
a grist mill. There was a settlement of at least 1,200 people at Saratoga and a store.®
Settling an estate offered another business possibility to the commercially-oriented
landowner--it created an instant demand for daily necessities. Meeting this demand

% Ibid., 78.

57 The Schuyler Mansion at Albany, Residence of Major-Philip Schuyler, 1762-1804, by The Spirit of '76
(New York, 1911, opp. 3.), cited in Matson, 77-78.

%8 See Gerlach, Philip Schuyler and New York, 4.

%% Schuyler owned several parcels in the Mohawk Valley, each varying in size from 1,300 to 5,500 acres--a
total of at least 17,800 (Sung Bok Kim, "A New Look at the Great Landlords of Eighteenth-Century New
York," The William and Mary Quarterly, Third Series, October 1970, 581-614).

¢ See Gerlach, 38.

61 " An Estimate of the Damage Sustained by the Hon. ble Major Genl. Schuyler by Hay Grain Al being
Destroyed by the A. of the U S at Saratoga, Box 1," Accounts: Military 1775-1782, Archives, Saratoga
National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.

2 See Gerlach, 38.

% His flax mill earned Schuyler a medal from the Society for the Promotion of the Arts, New York City,
Reel 1, Philip Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library, New York, NY, cited in Strach, Vol. I, appendix
on Farming.
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generally devolved upon the original landowner who set up storehouses, which offered
him profit not only from the sale of merchandise to the farmers but also from the
acquisition of the farm produce in exchange for merchandise. At the same time the store
itself, the only tangible link with the outside economic world for many farmers, became
an inducement for more people to settle nearby.64

Philip Schuyler and Canal Building

During the Revolutionary War, it was necessary to ship troops and equipment to
inland New York. After the war ended vast inland natural waterways became a symbol
for commercial independence from the British.® Philip Schuyler had long been
interested in improving water navigation for trade and military purposes. He speculated
on achieving a water connection between the Hudson and the "great western seas" and
had seen the new canals in England in 1761.°® After the Revolutionary war, Schuyler
worked intensively to improve inland navigation in the State of New York. From the
hundreds of letters he wrote to colleagues, businessmen, and engineers, it is clear that he
made inland lock navigation a priority. By the early 1790s, Schuyler had the title to
thousands of acres of land as well as extensive water rights in New York. While
improved canals would benefit him personally, as transportation would become cheaper
and more efficient, he was also public-spirited and was one of the chief patrons of
internal improvements in the state.

In 1792 a joint committee in the New York State legislature reported favorably
upon the opening of navigation between the Mohawk and Oswego waterways. At this
time, the committee approved the incorporation of two companies, the Northern and
Western Inland Lock and Navigation Companies. Schuyler formed one of these
companies and Elkanah Watson the other. Once the two companies had merged,
Schuyler became president and Watson became director. Over the years, the joint
operation (still defined as the Northern Company and the Western Company) opened
navigable waterways from Albany to Lakes Seneca and Ontario, as well as improved the
waters between the Hudson and Lake Champlain. The Northern Company began work
on a canal near Stillwater in 1793 and made limited improvements between Fort Edward
and Lake Champlain. Ultimately this endeavor failed and the company was dissolved.
The Western company had more success but it struggled for more than a decade to
improve the Mohawk route to the west.

Wealthy landholders, merchants, and bankers were the most prominent backers of
the Western company. The Western Company excavated canals, constructed locks, and
cleared obstacles from the Mohawk River. The projects were often so extensive that they
suffered from shortage of funds and expertise to complete them. Nonetheless, navigation
of the Mohawk was improved significantly. Boats as long as sixty feet carrying sixteen
tons of goods supplanted those carrying only one ton. The cost of transport between

% See Kim, 596.

% Ronald E. Shaw, Erie Water West: A History of the Erie Canal 1792-1854 (Lexington, KY: The
University of Kentucky Press, 1966), 11.
% Ibid., 15.
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Albany and Seneca Lake was reduced from $100 to $32 a ton and that from Albany to the
Niagara by half.*’

Against these successes there were many challenges that the Western Company
could not overcome. The portage around Cohoes Falls between Schenectady and Albany
was completely beyond its resources. Low water in the Mohawk frequently made the
shallower areas impassable. For this project, the Western Company secured the services
of an Englishman, William Weston, who unfortunately could not oversee the project until
1795. For this reason, Schuyler felt compelled to superintend the canal operations in
spite of his increasing enfeeblement by gout, his duties in the state senate, and without, as
he wrote to Weston in 1793, "the least practical experience in the business."®® It was
during this project that Schuyler and ElkanahWatson quarreled over Schuyler's salary and
his "tyrannical manner," ultimately causing Watson to withdraw from company affairs.*’
De Witt Clinton, who held only one share of stock but spoke for the Republican
supporters of his uncle Governor George Clinton, accused Schuyler of using the canal to
benefit his Federalist friends, "to enlist the passions of a party on the side of hydraulic
experiments."”°

Problems with labor plagued the Western Company. Labor was often in short
supply and at times had to be imported from other states and Ireland. Some of the Irish
employed became embroiled in riots with each other and the neighboring townsmen. An
attempt was made to hire Indians in 1796 but they quit after two days. The annual
"sickly time" so decimated the ranks of the laborers that the blockhouse of Fort Schuyler
was turned into a hospital.”’

Knowledge of construction was limited and forever evolving. First wood, then
brick, and then stone were used for the locks, some of which had to be rebuilt four times.
A satisfactory mortar was not devised until 1803 when Benjamin Wright discovered
limestone near Oneida Lake. Tolls along the Western Company waterways rose steadily
as the financial condition of the company worsened.

The Western Company remained profitless from the outset. Although ill health
increasingly limited Schuyler's direction of company affairs, he served as president until
1803, promising to "exert what remains of my ability to promote the Interest of the W.
Canal company and that of the Community, for they are mutual."”* The accounts of the
company were finally closed when the state purchased its property for the Erie Canal in
1820. Both the difficulties and the dreams of the inland lock navigation companies were
in microcosm those of the Erie Canal. Their failures foresaw that building a canal
through the Mohawk Valley was beyond the resources of private enterprise alone.

¢ Ibid., 18.

5 Philip Schuyler to William Weston, 16 April 1793, Philip Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library,
New York, NY.

% See Shaw, 19.

7 Ibid., 19.

7! Ibid.

7 Philip Schuyler to John Murray, 22 January 1803, Philip Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library,
New York, NY.
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Slaves at the Schuyler Estate

Philip Schuyler's account inventories and census records reveal that he and
members of his family owned slaves and that slaves were integral to the development of
the Saratoga estate. Numbers of slaves owned by Philip Schuyler are fairly well
documented at the Schuyler Estate in Saratoga between 1771 and 1798. Schuyler's
accounts document he owned at least four male slaves in 1769, thirteen male slaves and
five female slaves in 1771, six male slaves in 1776, and the 1790 Albany census reveals
he owned thirteen.” In 1790, Schuyler's son, John Bradstreet Schuyler owned fourteen
slaves, while an 1800 Albany census states that Philip Schuyler owned eleven slaves.”
When Schuyler's son John Bradstreet Schuyler inherited the Schuyler House in 1787,
eleven of his father's slaves came with the property. From the lists of slaves' names
provided in the Schuyler family accounts, it seems that some of the slaves were family
groups. Philip Schuyler referred to his slaves in a variety of ways as "our slave,"
"Negroes," as well as "Family Servants," and "workers."

It is not clear where the Schuyler slaves lived on the estate. In 1900 Brandow
identified a large woodhouse and slave quarters immediatel;f north of the present
Schuyler House kitchen wing and south of the service road.”” In 1958 and 1960 Edward
Larrabee, a park archeologist, exposed a buried foundation and artifacts in this location.”®
Larrabee also confirmed that the building had appeared in the same location in maps
dated 1777, 1820, and 1837. By 1857 this building had been removed.” While it is clear
that a building existed in this location no evidence was found to prove that it had ever
been a slave quarters.”®

J.W. Moore in 1960 excavated the parking area in hopes of finding the remains of
dormitories that had housed bondservants and slaves prior to the revolution.” Moore's
excavation revealed nothing. While slaves that worked in the fields or felling trees may
have lived apart from the Schuyler House and kitchen wing complex, it is possible that
the house slaves lived above the circa-1780 kitchen wing or in the basement. There is no
documentary evidence of this, however. It is probable that the Schuyler family had an
African or African-American cooks or domestic slaves preparing food, serving food, and
doing laundry. There is a documented reference to "a servant boy, a negro” standing in
the dining room during supper on September 11, 1785.%

Correspondence indicates that slaves served throughout the Schuylers' holdings.
As teamsters they accompanied freight between Albany and Saratoga. They also
performed farming operations, managed livestock, built roads, served as mill workers,
lumberjacks and gardeners; and escorted members of the Schuyler family between

” Accounts from 1769, 1771, 1776, Philip Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library, New York, NY,

cited in Strach, Volume 1, 91-93.

7 See Gerlach.

: David R. Starbuck, "Saratoga National Historical Park: Archeology Progress Report (March 1989)," 20.
Ibid.,13.

77 Ibid.

7 Ibid., 28.

7 Ibid., 16.

89 "Unpublished manuscript diary "Memoirs of An Emigrant, the Journal of Alexander Coventry, M.D. In

Scotland, the United States and Canada during the Period 1783-1831," Schuyler Family Papers, The New

York State Library, Manuscripts and Special Collections, Albany, NY, Vol. 1, 76, cited in Strach, Volume
1.
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Albany and Saratoga.®' They were thus an integrated presence at the estate and were key
to developing it and all of the enterprise associated with it.

While Schuyler provided slaves with medical care, shoes, and clothing, it is safe
to state that many slaves chafed against their captivity and found their situation
unbearable. On October 26, 1782 Schuyler posted a notice in an Albany newspaper
owned by Balantine and Webster announcing a "Runaway Negro," a male slave named
Nicholas. A letter the General wrote to his wife Catherine reveals how slaves were
ultimately viewed as a financial investment:

This morning I received Mr. Robertsons letter of Wednesday last
announcing the intentions of Jacob and Cuff. I believe we shall in the
future have so much trouble from those fellows and so little service, that I
believe It would be best to part with them and If you approve of It I wish
you to advertise them for sale and to get what you can for them. . . . I do
not think it will be prudent to take them out of gaol, but of this you are the
best judge as being on the spot.®

In 1804, one month after Schuyler's death, seven slaves were manumitted
according to the terms of his will. While it is clear that Schuyler and his family owned
several slaves, one did not have to be a slave-owner to purchase slave labor. Owners,
who temporarily had no use for the services of their slaves rented them to avoid the cost
of their subsistence and also derived income from what was a form of invested capital.®

Slaves in New York

Enslaved Africans were an integral part of eighteenth-century life. They
performed a large part of unskilled and menial labor in colonial New York where they
probably comprised the major portion of household servants, field hands, and workers of
little or no training.** The census figures for the eighteenth century show that slaves were
more than ten percent of the population. In 1698 and in 1771, slaves in New York and
Westcglslester counties comprised more than sixteen percent of the population in New York
State.

Slaves lived in close proximity to their masters and mistresses. Because of this,
control of such a large slave population was of great concern and colonial governments
instituted laws to curb slaves' behavior at all times. Fear of uprisings resulted in multiple

8 In 1763, one person recalled that Schuyler "...had her [Saratoga] a number of negroes well-acquainted
with felling of trees and managing sawmills;...and while these were employed in carrying on a very
advantageous trade of deals and lumber, which were floated down on rafts to New York, they were at the
same time clearing the ground for the colony the colonel was preparing to establish." (James G. Wilson,
Ed., Memoirs of an American Lady, New York, 1903, Part I, pp. 113-116, cited in Strach, Volume [, 92-
93.

82 philip Schuyler to Catherine Schuyler, 1790, Box 56, Philip Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library,
Manuscripts and Archives Division, New York, NY.

8 Samuel McKee, Labor in Colonial New York: 1664-1776 (New York: Columbia University Press, 1935),
129.

84 The inventory of the estate of Adolph Phillipse of Phillipse Manor in 1749 listed 19 slaves, including six
men, five women, seven boys from one to nine years old and Betty, a three-year-old girl (see McKee, 114.)
8 Ibid., 115.
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laws created to discourage slaves from gathering together as groups. As late as 1756,
African slaves were punished for congregating on Sunday in New York.

Before the passage of the comprehensive slave law in 1792, there were many
indictments and also convictions in New York City and Albany for entertaining and
trading with slaves. The court records indicate that most of the offenses were committed
in homes and not in licensed taverns. Many women were tried and fined for trading with
slaves. Interestingly, these laws not only attempted to control enslaved people, but also
white tenant farmers, indentured servants, and free laborers from interacting on social or
economic terms with slaves.

Slavery in New York was the subject of discussion at the outbreak of the
Revolution. New York City distillers, at a meeting in 1774 in support of the
proceedings of the Continental Congress, unanimously resolved not to distill any
more rum or sell any rum or other liquors for the purpose of carrying on the slave
trade. This was voted down by the Provincial Convention of New York in 1777,
as it was not economically expedient to do s0.%

Ceramics at Schuyler House at the End of the Eighteenth Century

A summary of the artifacts processed in an archeological excavation at the
Schuyler Estate by Hartgen Archeological Associates in 1985 lists a group of "Schuyler
House Reconstructed Vessels." The reconstructed ceramics include creamware, shell-
edged creamware, redware, mochaware (circa 1800-1840), and some much later Chinese
export porcelain (probably circa 1825). The majority of the items from the Philip
Schuyler occupation are pearlware, a fashionable type of English earthenware introduced
by Josiah Wedgwood in 1779. Created by Wedgwood as an improvement on his
Queensware (creamware), the pearlware body included a greater percentage of flint and
white clay, making it more durable. Also, the pearlware glaze contained a blue tint that
made it appear whiter than creamware and more like porcelain. Other ceramics from the
turn of the nineteenth century include redware and mochaware, whiteware, porcelain with
polychrome overglaze, and blue Chinese export porcelain.

This list reveals that the Schuyler family was not only using highly fashionable
and expensive wares, but that they favored English trends. Archeological evidence of
ceramic use at Schuyler Mansion parallels that of Schuyler House revealing that the
Schuyler family used extensive amounts of creamware, particularly the early Royal
pattern, and later pearlware. Fine Chinese porcelain and twist wineglass stems were also
found at the Albany site.

Blue and white Chinese export porcelain sherds were found at both Schuyler
homes. Hartgen Associates reconstructed four such porcelain objects (originally part of a
larger service) from sherds excavated at Schuyler House in Saratoga. During the
eighteenth and early-nineteenth century much porcelain was enameled in Canton for
export to Europe. Underglaze blue decoration was the most popular kind of Chinese
export ware purchased from this area. In comparison to archeological research conducted
at Woodworth Farm and the Taylor Farm (both part of the current battlefield lands),
which unearthed no porcelain sherds at all, it is clear that the Schuylers had the means to
acquire high style domestic goods.

% Ibid.
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John Bradstreet Schuyler Occupation--1787-1795

Alexander Coventry, a young Scottish doctor described John Bradstreet
Schuyler, Philip and Catherine Schuyler's eldest son, on September 11, 1785 in
his journal:

When we first rode up [to the Schuyler Estate in Saratoga] a very
handsome man and one of the prettiest lads I had seen in America, where
the men are not remarkably handsome, came to the door, assisted in
unsaddling the horses, and was so affable, condescending, attentive and
polite, that I conceived him perhaps an Instructor in the family. He was
about the same size as Doctor Cross, with fair hair, fine skin and blue

eyes.t’

In 1787 John Bradstreet Schuyler married Elizabeth Van Rensselaer, daughter of
the patroon. As a wedding present Philip Schuyler gave John the management and
profits of much of his Saratoga property. In a letter to his son offering him the property
he states: "I resign to your care, and to your sole emolument a place on which I have for a
long series of years bestowed much care and attention, and I confess I should part from it
with many a severe pang did I not resign it to my child.®®

Philip Schuyler renovated the house for the newlyweds. In a letter to his daughter
Angelica announcing John and Elizabeth's marriage Schuyler wrote, "They reside at
Saratoga, which I have put into good order, the house which I built there in 1777 I have
altered and repaired. It is now a neat and very commodious box."** Apart from the
addition of an office to the east side of the first-floor reception hall, the renovations were
mainly cosmetic: clapboards were placed over the weather-boarding; the casement
windows were replaced with double-hung sashes; fireplace openings were reduced and
mantels installed; all ceilings were plastered; and interior trim was installed or replaced in
several rooms. While John Bradstreet Schuyler and his family lived in the house at
Saratoga, John managed the estate and its enterprises under his father's supervision. This
is perhaps the reason Philip Schuyler had an office built for himself in the 1787
renovation.

John Bradstreet Schuyler and Elizabeth Schuyler had two sons in Saratoga,

Philip and Stephen. Stephen died in infancy, but Philip grew to adulthood and
eventually inherited the Saratoga estate. Sadly, John Bradstreet Schuyler died in August
1795 of a bilious fever contracted during an expedition for the Inland Lock and
Navigation Company managed by his father. John Bradstreet Schuyler's belongings

87 Unpublished manuscript diary "Memoirs of An Emigrant, the Journal of Alexander Coventry, M.D. In
Scotland, the United States and Canada during the period 1783-1831," Schuyler Family Papers, New York
State Library, Manuscripts and Special Collections, Albany, NY, Vol. 1, 73, cited in Strach, Volume 2.

8 philip Schuyler to John Bradstreet Schuyler, 3 December 1787, Schuyler Papers, New York Public
Library, New York, NY, cited in Charles W. Snell, 4 Report on the History, Construction and Social Use
of the Philip Schuyler Summer House at Schuylerville (Old Saratoga), N.Y. (U.S. Department of the
Interior, National Park Service, April 1951), 20-21.

% Philip Schuyler to Mrs. Angelica Church, 28 May 1788, Olney Collection Historical Manuscript Room,
Yale University Library, New Haven, CT.
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were removed from the Schuyler House and brought to Albany in January 1796.”° After
John's death, Philip Schuyler resumed the management of all business affairs at
Saratoga. He did not, however, resume physical possession of the house and instead
arranged to rent the house and farm to Mr. Richard Davis in November 1795.

Philip Schuyler Occupation I1--1804-1837

The house came into John Bradstreet Schuyler's eldest son, Philip
Schuyler II's, possession in 1804 at the time of his grandfather Philip Schuyler's
death. It is likely that he leased the house even after 1804 because Philip
Schuyler II attended Columbia College prior to moving into the house in 1811.
Philip IT married Grace Hunter in September 1811 and the couple moved into the
house soon thereafter. They lived in the house for twenty-five years during which
time they had nine children. It appears the Saratoga house was their main
residence as all of their children were baptized locally.

The NPS restoration team removed most of the evidence that would shed
light on renovations that took place post-1811. Nonetheless, the current HSR
suggests that Philip II made several alterations prior to 1815. These include
moving the staircase in the reception hall and enlarging the room, erecting a two-
story addition to the rear of the house (the "east tier"), adding a one-story piazza
along the west facade, and remodeling the kitchen wing. These renovations
would have accommodated the couple's large family and also made the house
more commodious for social gatherings and guests. A brief inventory of their
belongings in 1837 confirms that they lived comfortably and fashionably. An
1824 family portrait shows a mix of Empire and Federal furnishings upon which a
well-dressed and polite family group sits.”' Family tradition recounts that the
Marquis de Lafayette stayed with the family in 18252

Philip II was active in the economic development of the upper Hudson River
canal system and the Champlain Canal. He also promoted the construction of water-
powered mills. Unfortunately, his business endeavors suffered in the financial panic of
1837. He was forced to sell his Saratoga property as well as many of his possessions to
settle his debts. His mother, Elizabeth Van Rensselaer, purchased all of the Schuyler

House furnishings from her son so that he and his family would not lose their furnishings.

In November 1837, a trustee of Philip II's Uncle Stephen Van Rensselaer Jr. purchased a

*® The removal of John Bradstreet Schuyler's furnishings is mentioned in two documents written by Philip
Schuyler. The first is a letter from Philip Schuyler to Richard Davis, 19 December 1795, (Philip Schuyler
Papers, New York Public Library, New York, NY) and mentions several furnishings in the body of the

letter. The second ("Acct of Furniture, grane &c. sent by Sundry Sleds to Albany belonging to the Estate of

John B. Schuyler Esqr.," January 1796, Philip Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library, New York, NY)
was written less than a month later and lists John Bradstreet Schuyler's belongings as they left the Schuyler
House.

! Ambrose Andrews, The Family of Philip Schuyler, 1824, watercolor, The New-Y ork Historical Society,
New York, NY.

*? This has never been confirmed.
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portion of Philip II's estate. In January 1839, this trustee sold the house site and
surrounding land to George Strover of Schuylerville.®

Strover/Lowber Family Ownership and Occupation--1839-1950

George Strover was a local Schuylerville businessman and property owner; his
father had served under General Philip Schuyler. Due to the large quantity of extant
Strover and Lowber papers, the fact that these papers are not easily distinguishable in
terms of business or personal, and the lack of historical significance of these families,
little about them is included in this HFR. The Strover and Lowber families occupied the
house for more than a century. During this time, there were no major improvements to
the house which might have altered its fabric. Despite their availability, indoor
plumbing, central heating, and electricity were never installed. It was, however, during
George Strover's ownership (most likely before 1841) that some alterations were made to
the kitchen wing and a chimney was built to vent a heating stove.”® It seems the house
was not altered after this and remained unchanged through the mid-twentieth century.

When Strover died on October 5, 1886, his daughter Priscilla and her husband
John Lowber inherited the house. Their son, George Lowber, was instrumental in
transferring the property to the National Park Service in the 1940s.

National Park Service Ownership and Occupation--1950-Present

In the winter of 1942 George Lowber, George Strover's grandson, approached the
new superintendent of SARA about the feasibility of transferring his home to the NPS.
The park supported the idea and he deeded his half interest in the property to the
government in July 1943. Because of delays caused by title complications and the
Second World War, the final acquisition and incorporation of the Schuyler House as part
of the park was not finalized until 1950.

Once the property was approved, the NPS began much-needed repairs to the
Schuyler House. The house was restored in phases. The first floor of the main house
was opened to visitors for the first time in 1956. By 1963 the NPS had removed the
piazza and east tier, and restored the kitchen and house to their 1787-1804 appearance.

The 1787-1804 restoration date was quite controversial and was decided upon
only after extensive consideration. In September 1957 Superintendent Ellsworth
proposed that the house and grounds be restored to 1804 as this was the date of Philip
Schuyler's death. The NPS regional director who responded quickly rejected this
proposal:

While we agree that this date is appropriate for a cut-off date, we believe
that its strict application in this case would be contrary to the Service
policy stated in Volume 9 of the Administrative Manual . . . : "Itis
ordinarily better to retain genuine old work of several periods, rather than

% Deed from Teunis Van Vechten, Trustee, to George Strover, 3 January 1839, Deed Book GG, p. 504,
Saratoga County Clerk's Office, Ballston Spa, NY. Portions of the deeds are reprinted in Luzader,
"Historic Building Report," pp. 44-45, see Phillips, HSR, 8.

% Gee Phillips, HSR, 9.
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arbitrarily 'restore' the whole by new work, to its aspect at a single period."
In our opinion, the Schuyler House (unlike, say the Neilson House or the
battlefield) is too indirectly connected with the battle of Saratoga to
warrant its being restored to the 1804 date by removing later additions to
its structure.”

While the director of the National Park Service supported this recommendation,
the application of this policy proved problematic. Retention of the post-1804
features proved uneconomical, as it required their almost complete replacement
because of the serious deterioration of these features. Also, criticism by the local
community for the NPS delay in opening the house to the public seems to have
accelerated the decision-making process. Local groups such as OSHA were in
support of commemorating Philip Schuyler by furnishing the house historically.
This pressure, along with the knowledge that restoring all post-1804 features
would be expensive, may have forced the choice of the 1787-1804 restoration
date.

Since the kitchen wing was not renovated in 1787, the restoration of the
Schuyler House to its 1787-1804 appearance returned the kitchen wing to its
original circa-1780 appearance. Further NPS restoration in the 1960s returned the
house back to its 1787 appearance after Philip Schuyler completed the remodeling
of the house for his oldest son, John Bradstreet Schuyler and his new wife. No
known renovations took place between 1787 and Philip Schuyler's 1804 death.

Under pressure to open the house with furnishings to the public, the NPS agreed
to partner with OSHA to accomplish this. In 1961 Vera Craig and Worth Bailey wrote
the Schuyler House Furnishing Plan. The plan specified that all rooms be historically
furnished to the period 1777-1795. The house was subsequently furnished with
replacement furnishings from this period. With Craig's approval, OSHA members
located many of the furnishings and purchased them for the Schuyler House. Most of the
furnishings are thus owned by OSHA, or are loans from prominent museum collections to
OSHA. From the mid-1950s through the late 1980s, OSHA led tours for visitors through
the house. From the late 1980s on the NPS assumed primary responsibility for providing
tours to visitors. The house is currently open to the public from Memorial Day to Labor
Day.

Old Saratoga Historical Association

OSHA started in the late 1940s as a community group based in nearby
Schuylerville, New York. This original group, named the "Historical Publicity Group,"
was created to inform local residents of Schuylerville's role in revolutionary history. The
group began meeting in response to growing tourist interest in the area triggered by the
formation of Saratoga National Historical Park in 1938. By 1948 the Historical Publicity
Group members focused their energies on SARA's delayed acquisition of the Schuyler
House. The group hoped that furnishing the house and opening it to the public would

% Memorandum from Daniel J. Tobin, NPS Regional Director/Region Five, to Regional Director, 27
December 1957, National Park Service Records, Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY.
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bring increased numbers of tourists to the local area and further spread knowledge of
local history.

By 1949 the house still had not been fully purchased by SARA and the Historical
Publicity Group appointed a committee to investigate the delay. This investigation seems
to have spurred final negotiations and the house was purchased in 1950. By the early
1950s the group had evolved in numbers, acquired a charter, and become the Old
Saratoga Historical Association (OSHA). Around this time, OSHA members pressed
SARA to furnish the house as they believed that the story of Philip Schuyler could only
be effectively conveyed through a historically furnished house. This interpretive
approach was a common one for historic house museums at this time.

Between the mid-1950s and 1963 SARA restored the structure to its 1804
appearance, a situation complicated by a continual shortage of funding. In 1953 an
original Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was signed between SARA and OSHA.
OSHA members began giving tours of the Schuyler House as early as the mid-1950s.
Between 1961 and 1970 the group annually raised money to purchase furnishings
according to the 1961 Schuyler House Furnishing Plan by National Park Service Curators
Vera Craig and Worth Bailey. By 1970 OSHA had purchased most of the current
furnishings and a cooperative agreement had been drafted stating that OSHA was
responsible for tour content and operations. The agreement was revised in 1983 and
1988. During the 1980s OSHA donated money to SARA for park staff to operate the
house. OSHA stopped giving tours of Schuyler House in the late 1980s. In 1993 when it
was time to renew the MOA, it was decided to institute a standard loan agreement
instead, which was done in 1994. SARA pays the insurance premiums on the furnishings
as part of the loan agreement.

Historic Furnishings Report: Philip Schuyler House, Saratoga National Historical Park 35



36

Historic Furnishings Report: Philip Schuyler House, Saratoga National Historical Park




EVIDENCE OF ROOM USE AND FURNISHINGS

Overview of Building Chronology

Original Structure

Philip Schuyler built the Schuyler House in 1777. British troops burned his
previous residence after the Second Battle of Saratoga prior to the capitulation. The 1777
house was a gable-roofed rectangular structure measuring sixty feet by twenty-two feet in
plan and was oriented west. A Georgian center-hall plan house, it was one room deep
and two stories tall with a fieldstone foundation, a full cellar, and an attic. According to
the current HSR, it is likely that Schuyler built the new house upon the foundation and
cellar of a nearby building on the Schuyler property that had also been burned by the
British.”® In a November 22, 1777 letter Schuyler described the size and layout of each
room within his newly built house:

Front door in my hands, you will laugh at the plan I will therefore only
describe the rooms. It Containes Three of 20 feet by 22 In the Clear with
a fire place In Each, one of Sixteen feet by twenty In the Clear with a fire
place, one of 18 feet by 10, a closet of 7 feet by nine a pantry of 5 feet by
7 a hall of 14 feet by 10 and a passage With Back door of six feet, besides
a Cellar Kitchen of 20 feet by 18. Boarded outside and lined with brick
which Gen. Burgoynes fire Could not destroy.”’

The 1777 cellar contained a kitchen (Room 004), two storage rooms (Room 002,
Room 003), and a short hall (Room 001). The space functioned as the main kitchen for a
few years prior to the building of the new kitchen wing circa 1780.

The house had two exterior doorways on the first floor. Both opened into the
reception hall (Room 101). The reception hall was at the center of the first floor and
contained the main stairway. To the south of the hall was a parlor with fireplace (Room
102) and to the north was a dining room with fireplace and pantry (Room 103).

The main staircase led up to a second-floor hall (Room 201). To the south of the
hall was a chamber with fireplace (Room 202). To the north of the hall a short passage
led to a closet (Room 201A) and another chamber with fireplace (Room 205). There also
may have been two small, connected rooms to the west of the hall (Room 203, Room
204). However, it is likely that these rooms were built slightly later and that the upstairs
hall extended the full depth of the house. A ladder from the second-floor hall led to a
partitioned room in a large unfinished attic (Room 302).

The flooring throughout the original 1777 house, including that in the cellar, was
made of thick, wide boards secured with tongue-and-groove joints. Nogging (unburned
bricks between framing members) filled most interior walls. The interior of the original
house had little finish. Ceilings were essentially the exposed framing and flooring of the
rooms above, and walls were plaster applied directly to nogging. There was no wall trim

% See Phillips, HSR, 30.
°7 Philip Schuyler to Duane, 22 November 1777, Philip Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library, New

York, NY.
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(including mantelpieces) other than baseboard in the 1777 Schuyler House interior.
Physical investigation reveals that much of the extant baseboard on both main floors of
the house may date to 1777.

Excluding the halls, all windows in first- and second-floor rooms were on the
west wall. These windows presented a symmetrical fagade with twelve windows on the
first floor and six on the second. All were hung with narrow, side-hinged casement
sashes two lights wide and four lights high.”®

Pre-1787 Renovations

Within a few years of the main house's construction in 1777, a detached kitchen
wing was built at the house's northeast (rear) corner. The kitchen wing was constructed
of post-and-beam framing, which was not as nicely finished as the framing in the main
house.” The framing of the wing touched but was not integrated with that of the main
house. It is unclear exactly when this addition was completed. According to the latest
research by Maureen Phillips published in the HSR, however, its probable date of
construction is circa 1780.

The Schuyler House kitchen wing had one floor and a finished garret. On the
main floor was a large kitchen with a fireplace and bake oven (Room 105), a storage
room or pantry (Room 106), and a stair hall (Room 107). There were exterior doorways
on the north and south walls of the kitchen and on the west wall of the stair hall. One
window on the south wall illuminated the kitchen. A narrow staircase led up from the
stair hall to the southwest corner of a passage at the west end of the garret level (Room
206). Two north/south partitions divided the garret into three long rooms--the stair hall
(Room 206) and three chambers for servants in the center and at the east end (Room 207,
Room 208, Room 209). One window on the west wall illuminated the stair hall; there
were no windows in the chambers.

1787 Renovations

In the summer of 1786 Philip Schuyler began to work on extensively renovating
the house in Saratoga for his son, John Bradstreet Schuyler. This date is supported by the
large quantities of building materials that began to arrive at that time, many of them from
merchants in New York City.'% Schuyler recorded the receipt of lumber, nails, glass
panes, and ingredients for paint in 1786 to 1787.'°" While there was little change in the
configuration of the rooms (apart from the addition of an office off the east wall of the
reception hall), this renovation would transform the stark utilitarian structure into an
elegant and finished house on the interior and exterior.

The rustic, unpainted exterior weatherboarding was covered with more refined
clapboards. The narrow 1777 windows were enlarged and given new double-hung sashes
in place of casements. They were also trimmed with new casings and cornices. A new

% See Phillips, HSR, 31.

% 1bid., 42.

"% Ibid., 49.

1! Account entries dated 1 July 1786, 16 October 1786, and 31 March 1787, Philip Schuyler Papers, New
York Public Library, New York, NY.
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window was installed on the second story over the main entrance, and windows were
installed for the first time on the north and south walls. The front entrance received a
new door and architrave.

On the inside, all nogged walls received new coats of plaster directly to the
nogging. It was probably at this time that the original vertical-plank partitions between
the second-floor hall and the second-floor west rooms were lathed and plastered. Chair
rails and cornices were installed in all main first-floor rooms. The second-floor fireplaces
were reduced in size and adorned with mantels.

All ceilings except those in the two second-floor closets were lathed and plastered
for the first time. Schuyler also built an addition onto the east wall of the house. An
office (known as "Father's Office") was centered on the wall with a roofed open porch
located to its south.'® Another porch or enclosed passage was located to the north of the
office. This space provided protection from the elements for persons going between the
house and the kitchen wing.

The three main rooms on the first floor also probably received wallpaper for the
first time in 1787. The walls in all second-floor rooms continued to be whitewashed or
color washed. Evidence shows that the new office was never wallpapered and has
received many coats of wash over the years.'®® Although evidence is somewhat
ambiguous, it appears that the woodwork in each of the three main first-floor rooms was
painted a color complementary to the colors of the wallpapers.

Circa-1815 Remodeling

Between 1811 and 1815 Philip Schuyler II and his wife Grace Hunter made major
alterations to the Schuyler House. On the exterior, a two-story addition was built onto
the east (rear) wall and a two-story-high piazza graced the house's west fagade. On the
interior, the reception hall and second-floor hall in the main house and both floors in the
kitchen wing were completely reconfigured.

The remodeling included the installation of lath and plaster ceilings in the upper
and lower kitchen wing. The office and the porches on the east wall of the house were
removed and a one-room-deep, two-story-high addition was built along the wall. On the
first floor of the addition were three rooms and a hallway identified on 1950s drawings as
a library or "Lafayette's Room," an office, and a schoolroom. On the second floor were
spaces and a hallway labeled simply "room" and "new room."'**

The reception hall and second-floor hall in the main house were completely
reconfigured at this time. In the reception hall, the staircase on the north wall was
removed, as was the wall between the hall and the dining room pantry. Thus, the pantry
space became part of the hall. A downstairs passage south of the staircase led to a new

192 An early floor plan of the Schuyler House found at the New York Public Library has been dated to circa
1787 with later annotations. The later annotations label this office as "Father's Office." Past National Park
Service publications have interpreted the annotations to have been added by John Bradstreet Schuyler, and
"Father's Office" to mean that Philip Schuyler used this space as his office while John Bradstreet Schuyler
and his family lived in the house. Other than this early floor plan, there is no other evidence that supports
this. This HFR, while acknowledging the possibility that this space may have been used by Philip
Schuyler, refers to the room as an "office" rather than "Father's Office."

103 gee Phillips, HSR, 5.

194 There is no documentary evidence supporting that General Lafayette ever visited the Schuyler House.
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doorway that opened into the east tier. A second new doorway on the east wall was
located at the stair landing at the north end of the staircase. The original doorway on the
east wall of the room was blocked and a new open staircase was built along the wall. In
the second-floor hall the staircase now ended at the approximate center of the east wall,
and a new doorway into the new east tier was installed just past the end of the new stairs.

During the circa 1815 remodeling the first floor of the detached kitchen wing was
gutted. The original staircase to the second floor was replaced with one in approximately
the same location on the west wall but in the reverse direction. The storage room in the
northwest corner was replaced with a smaller pantry and the fireplace on the east wall
was reduced in size. The original doorway on the south wall was blocked and a new
doorway that opened into the new east tier was installed at the west end of the wall. A
new window with a double-hung sash replaced the double casement window on the south
wall, and windows with double-hung sashes were installed in the circa-1780 west-wall
doorway and on the north and east walls. The walls were plastered and the room was
given a split-board lath and plaster ceiling. The second-floor garret rooms were also
reconfigured.

Post-1815 to 1950 Alterations

Few alterations were made to the Schuyler House after the circa-1815 remodeling
and before the NPS took possession of the property in 1950. Sometime before he sold
the property to the Strover family in 1839, Philip Schuyler Il installed small casement
windows that illuminated the two east servants' rooms on the second story of the kitchen
wing's east wall. The reception hall, the second-floor hall, the south chamber, and the
kitchen were altered in limited ways during the Strover occupancy (1839-1940). During
this time, there were no major improvements to the house which might have altered its
fabric. Despite their availability, indoor plumbing, central heating, and electricity were
never installed.

Post-1950 to 1963 Alterations

In the summer of 1950, the NPS stabilized and repainted the house's exterior,
foundation, and porches and also improved the drainage around the foundation. Between
1955 and 1963, the NPS carried out an extensive restoration Flan that removed most
structures and outbuildings built during the 1815 renovation. % The intention was to
restore the house to its appearance at Philip Schuyler's death in 1804. While it did this,
the restoration can be described as bringing the house back to its appearance between
1777 and 1815.'%

With the removal of the east tier and the piazza in 1959, the NPS restoration team
was able to determine 1777 and 1787 features. They also were able to locate the 1787

'% One tenant house on the property was quite old and the early timbers of this building were saved. These
timbers were used in the kitchen restoration and in the restoration of the Neilson House.

In all cases the mid-twentieth-century NPS restoration team will be referred to as "the NPS
restoration team" and, unless otherwise noted, refer to the restoration crews that carried out restoration on
Eglﬁe Schuyler House between 1955 and 1963.

The two-story kitchen wing and Rooms 203 and 204 were built sometime after 1777 and before 1787.
The NPS restoration team restored these spaces to their earliest configuration.
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office and porches along the east wall of the house. These structures were reconstructed
in 1960. In 1963, the NPS restoration team reconfigured and restored the kitchen wing.

It also reconstructed exterior bake ovens protected by a shed roof on the east wall of the

kitchen wing.

The NPS restoration reconfigured the entire first floor of the kitchen wing. The
extant fireplace, closet, pantry, staircase, narrow-board flooring, and lath-and-plaster
walls and ceilings were removed. Partitions were erected in their circa-1780 locations,
creating a large kitchen, storeroom, and stair hall. The staircase and the fireplace were
reconstructed and new wide-board flooring was installed. Any post-1804 windows and
doorways were blocked; original doorways were reopened on the south wall of the
kitchen and the west wall of the stair hall; and casement sashes were installed in a
restored window on the south wall of the kitchen. The second floor of the kitchen wing
was not restored; only the window on the west wall was restored and given a
reproduction casement sash.

On the interior of the main house, the most significant changes were made in the
reception and second-floor halls. In these spaces, the NPS restoration team relocated the
main staircase to its pre-1815 location and removed partitions and closets. The NPS also
removed most of the extant plaster and replastered all the walls and ceilings on the first
and second floors. The paint on all the woodwork was thoroughly stripped. All wall trim
and doorway and window casings were either restored or reconstructed. The NPS chose
to use either high quality reproductions or appropriate period door locks and hinges. The
mantelpieces in the dining room and in the north chamber were restored. Those in the
parlor and south chamber were replaced with reproductions.

Post-1963 to Present

Except for significant routine maintenance, the NPS has made few changes to the
Schuyler House since its restoration was completed in 1963.'°7 The exterior of the house
has been repainted at least three times since that date (once in 1995) and the interior of
the main house was repainted from 1998-2000.'°® UV shades were installed in the house
in 2002.

The Falk Inventory and General Information Regarding Schuyler-family
Belongings

Schuyler Mansion, the Schuylers' Albany, New York, home is now a historic
house museum. Like Schuyler House, there are no extant full period inventories or many
Schuyler-family objects to inform the furnishing of the structure. In an effort to better
understand the material surroundings of the Schuyler family, Schuyler Mansion
undertook an analysis of Schuyler family documentary sources in the collections of the
New York Public Library, New York State Library, and Historic Hudson Valley. The
result of this research is a thirty-four page inventory entitled "Philip John Schuyler (1733-

107 vR outine maintenance" includes redoing the electrical service and interior electrical lines in 1991, an
alarm system upgrade in 1990, a roof replacement in 2002, the capping and rebuilding of the kitchen
chimney in 2002, and exterior drainage improvements in 1995.

108 Gee Phillips, HSR, 71.
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1804) Inventory Compiled From Manuscript Sources" by Robert J. Falk completed in
1984. This document is referred to hereafter as the Falk Inventory.

While useful, the Falk Inventory lacks an explanation of the background or
methodology for the project. The Schuyler Papers at the New York Public Library were
the main source of information. The inventory is organized by Chenhall's Nomenclature.
The inventory contains the name of the item, the vendor if known, the value, the source
of the information (mostly New York Public Library, another source abbreviated "SHR-
RAC" which likely refers to "Sleepy Hollow Restorations" [now Historic Hudson Valley]
appeared very occasionally), and the purchase date. Falk's work is impressive, but the list
does not include large items the family clearly owned such as bedsteads, it is unknown if
all the purchases were for the Schuyler family or for business purposes, and it is unknown
for which Schuyler home the items were intended.

Keeping in mind the limitations of the Falk Inventory, this HFR will draw on this
resource when possible because it does provide some insight as to the general lifestyle of
the Schuyler family.'” The greatest amount of extant information is regarding personal
items and dining and food service items. When possible, objects specific to particular
room types such as the kitchen, parlor, and dining room are discussed in those room
studies. The items under discussion are limited to those purchased before 1795 because it
is not clear that any member of the Schuyler family occupied Schuyler House between
John Bradstreet Schuyler's 1795 death and Philip Schuyler II's occupancy starting 1811.

Because many items cannot be assigned to a location in any one house, let alone
any one room, they are discussed in this general introductory section. This discussion is
intended to give the reader a broad sense of the types of moveable objects with which the
Schuyler family, their servants, and their slaves lived and worked.

The furniture listed in the Falk Inventory by no means describes the number of
objects necessary to furnish any one house. Pre-1795 furniture is limited to chairs and
mirrors. In the 1760s the Schuylers purchased six large chairs, sixteen mahogany chairs
(bought in sets of eight on two separate occasions), and one chair from Henry Wendell.
In 1793, the Schuylers purchased eight "red common chairs" from James Chestney. In
1761, the Schuylers purchased three looking glasses and "1 fine middle glass" from
Maydell and Winder.'"

There are few records indicating the textiles purchased and owned by the
Schuyler family. In 1783, the Schuylers purchased "2 1/2 ps curtain callico” from "Alex'r
(Gosacle)." The same year the family made two purchases of carpeting from "Alex'r
Gosack" (possibly the same merchant as the calico), one for twelve yards and a second
for thirty-eight yards.'"!

The entries for lighting devices in the Falk Inventory provide scant evidence
regarding the family's light sources. In 1761, the family purchased two pairs of chased

' Just as this HFR uses the Falk Inventory to shed light on the Schuyler family's general patterns of
consumption and taste, it would be useful to compare the inventory's record of ceramics and glass
purchases to the Schuyler House archeological record.

"% The manuscript documents are in the collection of the New York Public Library. Robert J. Falk, "Philip
John Schuyler (1733-1804) Inventory Compiled from Manuscript Sources" (Albany, NY: Schuyler
Mansion National Historic Site, 1984), p. [3].

""! The manuscript documents are in the collection of the New York Public Library. Falk, pp. [5, 9].
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candlesticks and nozzles (detachable sockets) from Theed and Picket and a chased
snuffer pan and pair of snuffers from Stafford Briscoe.''?

The Falk Inventory discusses objects associated with individuals such as personal
items, clothing, and footwear in a variety of categories. "Personal gear" includes pipes,
handkerchiefs, a penknife, spectacles, spectacles case, three morocco pocketbooks, a fan,
and canes.'"® Ttems in the "Adornment" category are limited to those purchased in the
early 1790s and include hair ribbon, silver spangles, a gold breast pin, earrings, a locket,
and a gold ring.""* Clothing accessories of interest include a cravat purchased in 1772
from John Van Schaick and a pair of glove ties purchased from [saac Hutton in 1794.!"
Charges in the early 1790s indicate that at least one member of the Schuyler family,
Philip Schuyler's daughter Catherine, owned a gold watch which required frequent
attention including a crystal, silk watch string, gold chain, and several repairs.'"®

Schuyler family clothing purchases include items for men and women. Men's
clothing includes two dozen pairs of men's pants, men's buckskin gloves, knit vest coats,
a "soldiers coat" purchased from the Quarter Master General Clothing Store in 1780,
seven pairs of leather breeches, and a "carsimer" (probably cassimere) coat for John
Bradstreet Schuyler purchased in 1785. Cassimere or "kerseymere" was a medium-
weight, soft-textured twilled woolen cloth.’ '7 Other women and men's clothes are listed
as made of fashionable fabrics such as cassimere, lustring (a lightweight plain silk with
high luster), gauze, tabby (plain heavier weight silk), and chintz. It is unclear for which
gender the velvet cape was purchased in 1785.! 18

Hats and footwear generally would have required outside purchase. The variety
of hats listed by the inventory includes a fine beaver hat, chip (straw) hat, white hat,
black skeleton hat, red cap, white caster hat, and two felt hats. Also listed are a wire for a
hat and "making a hatt and silk."""® Varieties of stockings on the list include men's knit
worsted hose, men's white ribbed worsted stockings, men's white silk hose, men's fine
plain worsted stockings, and worsted socks. Footwear on the list include pumps
(nondescript, white satin, black calimenco, and green calimenco), shoes, strong shoes

112 The manuscript documents are in the collection of the New York Public Library. Falk, p. [6].

113 The Schuylers purchased these objects in 1761, 1767-1768, 1791-1794. Items were purchased from
Edward Manby, Robert Livingston, Daniel Hale, and Isaac Hutton. The penknife was for "Robison." The
original manuscript documents are at the New York Public Library. Falk, p. [12].

114 The Schuylers purchased these items in 1792 and 1794. The hair ribbon was for son Rensselaer and the
gold breast pin was for "daughter Catherine." The items were supplied or repaired by Isaac Hutton and
Daniel Hale. The original manuscript documents are at the New York Public Library. Falk, p. {13].

113 The original manuscript documents are at the New York Public Library. Falk, p. [18].

1 The purchase and treatment of the watch was in 1791 and 1793-1794. The initial purchase was from
John Stillas and all subsequent purchases were from Isaac Hutton. The original manuscript documents are
at the New York Public Library. Falk, p. [25].

7 Florence Montgomery, Textiles in America, 1650-1870 (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc.,
1984), 192.

18 These purchases were made between 1761 and 1785. The white lutestring habit, chintz "jesuwit," and
the black habit were made for "Miss Peggy." Makers include Manning & Thomas, Jean Colville, Elizabeth
Douglas, Robert Livingston, John Taylor, Abraham Brouwer, and James Wood. The original manuscript
documents are at the New York Public Library. Falk, pp. [14-15].

119 These purchases were made between 1766 and 1792. Suppliers and makers include Nesbitt Deane,
Samuel Deall, James Taylor, Henry Becker & Son, John W. Wendell & Co., and Daniel Hale. The original
manuscript documents are at the New York Public Library. Falk, p. [16].
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(twenty-four pairs purchased at once, perhaps for use by servants and/or slaves), boots,
strong boots, and double channel boots.'?°

The Falk Inventory provides a narrow window into the Schuyler family's
entertainment. Musical instruments are discussed below in the section on the parlor. In
1761, the Schuylers purchased a magic lantern and "pictures," presumably the transparent
slides shown with the lantern. In 1775, the Schuyler family purchased Playing cards (two
packs one time and "12 1/2 doz" another) from two different sources. '

Cellar
Architectural Overview

The 1777 cellar contained the Schuyler House's only kitchen until the kitchen
wing was constructed circa 1780. The 1777 house had a fieldstone foundation and a full
cellar. The cellar floor was composed of thick random width boards. It is likely that the
foundation and cellar originally belonged to a building burned by the British in 1777.'# 1t
is also probable that the pre-existing cellar was enlarged by Schuyler to accommodate his
new house.'*

The cellar contained three rooms and a short hall. The hall (Room 001), and a
storage room (Room 002) were at the north end of the space. A second storage room was
located in the center of the space off of the hall (Room 003). A kitchen was located at the
south end of the space (Room 004). The main access to the cellar from the exterior was
through a bulkhead opening on the east foundation wall that led to the cellar hall. At
some time later, a second opening was built that opened from a small partitioned area in
the northwest corner of the kitchen. The only access from the interior of the house was
through a 1777 hatchway in the ceiling of Room 003 that opened to the dining room
pantry above.

.In 1777, the cellar contained three windows on the west foundation wall that
dated to 1777 or earlier."** One window opened into the storage room at the north end of
the cellar and a second window opened into the kitchen at the south end. A third window
was located on the west wall of Room 003 (the food storage room), but it is not known if
it was used after 1777 since it was just to the north of the front entrance above. The wall
separating the hall (Room 001) from the food storage room to the west (Room 003) was
constructed of vertical planks on the hall side and nogging on the storage room side. The
wall between the kitchen (Room 004) and the food storage room was made of nogging on
the kitchen side and horizontal planks on the storage room side. The wall between the
food storage room and the storage room to the north (Room 002) was composed of
spaced wooden slats.'?

120 nCalimenco" is a worsted wool fabric with a fine gloss often used for clothing. These purchases were
made between 1767 and 1774. Suppliers and makers include Robert Livingston, Joseph Carpue, and
Thomas Davis. The original manuscript documents are at the New York Public Library. Falk, p. [17].
! The Schuylers purchased these goods from Anderson & Lansing, John Taylor, and Mr. Owen. The
original manuscript documents are at the New York Public Library. Falk, p. [33].

122 See Phillips, HSR, xxxVii.

23 Ibid.

"* Ibid., 37.

'*Philip Schuyler used nogging and vertical planks on the interior to deter vermin (See Phillips, HSR, 35).
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According to Maureen Phillips, the extant cellar windows on the north foundation
wall were installed by 1787, and possibly earlier.'”® A circa-1815 pantry built on the
north wall of the dining room was constructed over one of the window areaways. This
areaway was enlarged to continue to allow light and air in through the window. The
areaway extends along the wall for some distance.'”” The cellar remained unaltered after
1815.

During the NPS restoration, the NPS rebuilt the cellar bulkhead stairs, installed
reproduction sashes in the window openings, and replaced the nineteenth-century bricks

in the cellar kitchen hearth with "antique" bricks.'?®

Room 001--Cellar Hallway

Architectural Description and History

The cellar hall (Room 001) is located at the center of the east side of the Schuyler
House cellar. The east wall of the hall is a foundation wall, while the south and north
walls contain the doorways to the cellar rooms. The west wall is a vertical-plank
partition. The bulkhead exterior entrance opens from a double doorway in the east wall.
A doorway at the north end of the room opens to a storage room (Room 002), one on the
west wall opens to one of the food storage rooms (Room 003), and one at the south end
leads to the cellar kitchen (Room 004). Most of Room 001 dates to the 1777 construction
of the house. The bulkhead, however, was altered during the 1950s restoration and the
bulkhead stairs were rebuilt.

Room Use

Room 001 is a pass-through space that provides access to the storage rooms and
the kitchen area.

Furnishings

As Room 001 is a basement pass-through space, it is unlikely that it contained
many furnishings. There is no documentation as to how this space was furnished.

Room 002--Cellar Storage Room

Architectural Description and History

The cellar storage room (Room 002) is located at the north end of the Schuyler
House cellar. The east, north, and west walls of the room are the fieldstone foundation
walls and the south wall is an open-slat partition. A doorway at the east end of the south
wall opens to the cellar hall and an open-slat doorway at the center of the south partition
leads to the food storage room (Room 003). A brick chimney arch is located at the center

126 1bid., 37.
127 Ipid., 52.
128 1hid., 194.
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of the north wall. Cellar windows are located on either side of the chimney and in the
west foundation wall. Most of Room 002 dates to the 1777 construction of the house."
The 1950s restoration team repaired the chimney and installed reproduction sashes in the
two windows on the north wall.'*

9

Room Use

This room most likely would have stored food and utensils when Philip Schuyler
and his family used the basement as a kitchen. It is unknown how this room was used
under subsequent families' occupations. In general, the pantry or storage room was
incorporated into the kitchen during the late 1700s for storage of pickled vegetables,
fruits, jams, jellies, and kitchen utensils. It was often outfitted with a lock to %uard
against the theft of staples such as flour and more costly items such as spices. Mtis
likely that barrels of salt-pork, beef, oats, wheat, and peas were also stored in these rooms
(two possible vegetable or root cellars were excavated several feet east and southeast of
the house by Edward Larrabee and John Cotter in 1960).*? The latter foods were all
listed in the 1795 estate list of the deceased John Bradstreet Schuyler.'** While the 1795
list details items likely stored in the new kitchen wing, these items were staples of the
eighteenth-century diet and it is likely that a similar variety of goods were stored in the
earlier cellar kitchen.

Furnishings

While it is highly likely this room served as storage, there is no site-associated
evidence suggesting how cellar storage space functioned historically until 1837. Items
listed in the Falk Inventory which indicate the types of storage containers the Philip John
Schuyler family owned in the 1760s (prior to the burning and rebuilding of Schuyler
House) are a large box, two boxes, ten chests, a case, two barrels, two small casks, and a
hamper.'**

As the result of Philip Schuyler II's financial troubles in 1837, there is a partial
"Schedule of Household Furniture" which lists some items from specific rooms in
Schuyler House. Items generally appearing in the cellar include a "Barrell Pork" and "18
1/2 Dozn Carman." Items located in a closet include bottles of port wine, "Hock," pale
sherry, Madeira, champagne, hard cider, and brandy. The hard cider was contained in a
barrel and the six gallons of Madeira were in a cask. The other spirits were in bottles up

2% Ibid., 187.

139 Ibid.

B! Ellen Plante, The American Kitchen: From Hearth to Highrise (New York: Facts on File, 1995), 4.

132 See Starbuck, 16.

'3 Philip Schuyler, "Acct of Furniture, grane &c. sent by Sundry Sleds to Albany belonging to the Estate of

John B. Schuyler Esqr.," January 1796, Philip Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library, New York, NY,
1

%% Items purchased in 1761 and 1767 from Henry Wendell, Ann Davies, and Maydwell and Winder. The
manuscript documents are in the collection of the New York Public Library. Falk, p. [34].
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to a gallon in size (port wine). Also in the closet were "3 Dozn muscat & c.," half a box
of soap, and two dozen wax candles."”

Room 003--Cellar Storage Room

Architectural Description and History

The storage room (Room 003) is located at the center of the west side of the cellar
level of the Schuyler House. The west wall of the room is the foundation wall, the north
wall is an open-slat partition, the south wall is a horizontal-board partition, and the east
wall is brick. A doorway at the north end of the east wall opens from the cellar hall and
an open-slat doorway at the center of the north partition opens to the other storage room
(Room 002). A trap door to the dining room pantry is located in the ceiling to the west of
the doorway from the cellar hall. There are no windows in this room.

An original window on the foundation wall of Room 003 was filled in with small
stones around 1815."%° During the 1950s restoration the open-slat door was moved from
the doorway on the north wall to the doorway between the cellar hall and food storage

I‘OOII’l.137

Room Use

This room most likely would have stored food and utensils when Philip Schuyler
and his family used the basement as a kitchen. It is unknown how this room was used
under subsequent family occupations. In general, the pantry or storage room was
incorporated into the kitchen during the late 1700s for storage of pickled vegetables,
fruits, jams, jellies and kitchen utensils. It was often outfitted with a lock to guard
against the theft of costly staples such as flour and more expensive items such as
spices.13 8 Barrels of salt-pork, beef, oats, wheat, and peas were also stored in these rooms
(two possible vegetable or root cellars were excavated several feet east and southeast of
the house by Edward Larrabee and John Cotter in 1960)."*® The latter foods were all
listed in the 1795 estate list of the deceased John Bradstreet Schuyler."*® As these items
were staples of the eighteenth-century diet, however, it is likely that the same variety of
goods were stored in the earlier basement kitchen.

The hatchway in the ceiling of this storage room into the dining room pantry
above would have been the main means of delivering food to the dining room during
meals from 1777 to circa 1780 when the kitchen wing was constructed.

133 ngchedule of Household Furniture," Schuyler Family Manuscripts, New-York Historical Society, New
York, NY.

136 See Phillips, HSR, 191.

BT Ibid.

138 See Plante, 4.

139 See Starbuck, 16.
140 philip Schuyler, "Acct of Furniture, grane &c. sent by Sundry Sleds to Albany belonging to the Estate of

John B. Schuyler Esqr.," January 1796, Philip Schuyler Papers, New York Public Library, New York, NY,
1.
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Furnishings

Deep shelves are located at the east end of the south wall and hanging frames for
more shelves are located on the east wall. While it seems possible that storage containers
would have rested on these shelves, it is unknown how cellar storage space functioned
historically until 1837. Items listed in the Falk Inventory which indicate the types of
storage containers the Philip Schuyler family owned in the 1760s (prior to the burning
and rebuilding of Schuyler House) are a large box, two boxes, ten chests, a case, two
barrels, two small casks, and a hamper.'*!

As the result of Philip Schuyler II's financial troubles in 1837, there is a partial
"Schedule of Household Furniture" which lists some items from specific rooms in
Schuyler House. Items generally appearing in the cellar include a "Barrell Pork" and "18
1/2 Dozn Carman." Items located in a closet include bottles of port wine, "Hock," pale
sherry, Madeira, champagne, hard cider, and brandy. The hard cider was contained in a
barrel and the six gallons of Madeira were in a cask. The other spirits were in bottles up
to a gallon in size (port wine). Also in the closet were "3 Dozn muscat & c.," half a box
of soap, and two dozen wax candles.'*?

Room 004--Cellar Kitchen
Architectural Description and History

The cellar kitchen is located at the south end of the Schuyler House cellar. The
east, south, and west walls of the room are the fieldstone foundation walls, and the north
wall is brick. A doorway at the east end of the north wall opens from the cellar hall
(Room 001) and a hatchway from the exterior is located at the north end of the west wall.
A brick fireplace is centered on the south wall. Cellar windows are located on either side
of the fireplace and near the south end of the west foundation wall. Most of the cellar
kitchen dates from the 1777 construction of the house.'* The south-wall windows were
installed in the nineteenth century."* During the 1950s restoration, the NPS installed
reproduction sashes in all three windows in the room and replaced a post-1850 brick
hearth with "antique" bricks.'** The entire cellar kitchen (apart from the reproduction
sashes) is whitewashed. The sashes in the south-wall windows are painted cream, and the
sash in the west-wall window is painted white.'*¢

'! Items purchased in 1761 and 1767 from Henry Wendell, Ann Davies, and Maydwell and Winder. The
manuscript documents are in the collection of the New York Public Library. Falk, p. [34].

"2 The "Carman" and "muscat" may be spirits or other beverages but it is not clear because they are not
listed in bottles, they are only listed by the "dozen." "Schedule of Household Furniture," Schuyler Family
Manuscripts, New-York Historical Society, New York, NY.

'** See Phillips, HSR, 194.

1 Thid.

"3 Ibid.

14 Thid.
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Room Use

During the occupation of Philip Schuyler and prior to the construction of the new
kitchen wing, the basement kitchen would have served as a space for food preparation. It
most likely was not used for long given the lack of soot found in the hearth. It may have
served as a general storage area after the new kitchen wing was built.

Many wealthy families in eighteenth-century America had basement kitchens.
Basement kitchens were relatively cool--an advantage in the summer months as the
hearth was in constant use year round."*’ The kitchen was the main site for food
preparation, while the kitchen's hearth was used for much of the cooking.'*® Most likely a
standard variety of meat, vegetables, and desserts were prepared, cooked, and baked in
this space. Meat would have been roasted, fried, broiled, stewed, and sometimes baked
in various pots and pans. Vegetables were generally boiled in a pot directly upon the hot
embers. Pies, puddings, and cakes were baked along the edges of the fire.'* Once food
was prepared and ready to serve, servants passed dishes up through the trap door in the
ceiling of the storage room from 1777 to circa 1780.

Furnishings

The extant hearth in the Schuyler House basement does not contain a bake oven.
This means that it was not easy to bake bread in it, as it was difficult to retain and
regulate the heat for even baking. It is not clear how the basement kitchen was furnished
when Philip Schuyler and his family occupied the house between 1777 and 1787, as there
is no extant inventory for the space.

While the Falk Inventory contains Schuyler purchases which may or may not
have furnished Schuyler House, these purchases indicate the types of items the Schuyler
family owned. Kitchen-related items purchased in 1767 (prior to the burning and
rebuilding of Schuyler House) include a copper pan and half a dozen small pans.'>® There
is no evidence as to how the space was furnished in later decades. Currently, the kitchen
is empty and is not interpreted with historic furnishings.

Room 101--Reception Hall

Architectural Description and History

Part of the original 1777 floor plan, the reception hall is located at the center. of
the first floor of the main house, and runs east to west. Typical of Georgian-style
architecture, the 1777 reception hall extended the depth of the house and had front and
rear exterior entrances. The primary exterior entrance was located in the west wall, and a
staircase to the second floor was located on the north wall. The door in the north wall
opened into the dining room, and another under the staircase opened to a closet. The

147 Gee Plante, 4.

148 External bake ovens such as those around the back of the Schuyler House kitchen wing were also used
for baking.

149 See Plante, 4.

130 The Schuylers purchased both items from John Battleas Dask. The manuscript documents are in the
collection of the New York Public Library. Falk, p. [26].
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door in the south wall opened into the parlor. An external rear door to the reception hall
was located in the center of the west wall.

In 1777, this room did not have any interior trim apart from baseboards; plaster
was applied directly to the brick nogging in the parlor walls and was whitewashed. The
reception hall ceiling, like all other first-floor ceilings, was actually the exposed floor
joists and floorboards of the rooms above. The floor was made up of wide random-width
boards.

In 1787 the hall was renovated along with the rest of the house. An office and
porch were built along the entire length of the house's east wall, and the hall's external
rear door was transformed into an entrance into the new office space. The rest of the hall
remained structurally unchanged. Like the rest of the house, however, the hallway walls
were replastered and trimmed out with baseboards, chair rails, and cornices. Wallpaper
was also hung in the hall and the ceiling plastered. Room 101 remained unchanged until
circa 1815.

Around this time Philip Schuyler II and his family substantially altered the
reception hall. In this renovation the stairway and closet were removed from the north
wall and an enclosed staircase along the east wall of the reception hall was built. All four
1777 doorways were maintained in the reception hall during the renovation. Prior to the
renovation, the stairwell's north wall formed the south wall of the pantry--a small room
off the dining room that contained a trap door. The renovation expanded the size of the
hall northwards by a few feet, and exposed the trap door to public view. The reception
hall remained in this configuration into the 1950s.

In the summer of 1956 the NPS restored the reception hall to its 1777 floor plan.
Although the original staircase had been replaced during the circa-1815 remodeling,
ample evidence was found for most of the details and location for the original staircase.
The one questionable decision was to end the staircase in a very short landing at the top
of a straight run of stairs. It is now thought that the staircase originally ended either one
or two steps lower than the extant reconstructed staircase.””! The appearance of the
original newel post was unknown. When the NPS restored the stairwell, it referenced a
local example and copied a newel gost in the old Dutch Reformed Church parsonage,
built circa 1792 in Schuylerville.'> The restoration of the stairwell also restored the
south wall of the pantry. The staircase and closet on the north wall and the east-wall
doorway date to the restoration, as wel<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>