
I 
..51JR.A Jl 

f historic furnishings study 

I 
december 1976 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I SARATOGA 
I 

JOHN NEILSON HOUSE 

I 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK I NEW YORK 

I SARA 11 

I 
I 

~ 



r 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

HISTORIC FURNISHINGS STUDY 

JOHN NEILSON HOUSE 

SARATOGA NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

NEW YORK 

by 

James D, Mote 

DENVER SERVICE CENTER 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

DENVER, COLORADO 

December 1976 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

PREFACE 

This study is, in a sense, the horse that came after the cart. Work 
on the John Neilson House, including research and restoration, was well under­
way by the time the following study was undertaken. Thus, as might be right­
fully expected, the present study builds on the research that has already been 
completed on the Neilson House: John Luzader's Historic Structure Report~ 
Bemis Heights (1973) and Preliminary Documentary Report on Benedict Arnold 
at Saratoga (1958); Frederik C. Gjessing's Historic Structure Report~ The 
John Neilson House (1958); and, most importantly for this particular report, 
Agnes M. Downey's Furnishing Plan~ The John Neilson House (1960). Downey's 
study is the "cart" that preceded the "horse" of the following pages. 

No documentation for historical furnishings of the Neilson House for 
the period in question (i.e., September-October 1777) has been found.l Hence, 
this furnishings study must rely on comparative evidence. This evidence is 
comprised of extant inventories of possessions of the Neilson's peers of 
that time in the Hudson River Valley (cf. the Appendix) and of information 
regarding historic furnishings from t~e many excellent secondary sources 
available. Downey's original research covered the former category thoroughly 
and thus obviated the need for plowing this fertile field. The latter cate­
gory of resources, those found in secondary works, has been expanded and used 
extensively due to the appearance of numerous new publications in the field 
since Downey did her furnishings plan. In addition, insights into the mili­
tary paraphernalia of the period were gathered in an interview with Col. 
Fred P. Todd, Ret., fo~mer Director of the West Point Museum and of the New 
Wind.c;or Cantonment, New York. Overall guidance and specific suggestions for 
the report were offered by John Luzader, Chief, Historic Preservation Division 
of the National Park Service's Denver Service Center, whose thorough knowledge 
of this historic period has aided this writer on many occa.sions. 

1. Cf. Agnes M. Downey, "Furnishing Plan, The John Neilson House, 
Parts I ~ II, Saratoga National Historical Park" (Stillwater, N. Y.: National 
Park Service, Saratoga NHP, unpubl. MS, 1960), Foreword (hereafter cited as 
"Furnishing Plan, Neilson House"). 

ii 
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INTRODUCTION 

The John Neilson House at Saratoga National Historical Park is a farm 
dwelling of the late 18th century. It was built in 1775 by the 24-year-old 
transplanted farmer from New Jersey, John Neilson, as his first home in the 
Hudson Valley. Modest though it was, the accidents of military movements 
in the Revolutionary War placed this house in the center of the epochal 
struggle between Britain and the American Colonies. The engagement of 
Saratoga in September-October 1777, between British and American armies, 
used Neilson's and other nearby farms and forests for waging war, and John 
Neilson's house became the field quarters for the then glorious, later infamous, 
Major General Benedict Arnold. The two battles of Saratoga fought near Neilson's 
house (September 19, Freeman's Farm; October 7, Bemis Heights) rank as watershed 
occurrences in the American Colonies' struggle for independence, and as major 
battles in the history of nations. Thus, the John Neilson House became an 
·eyewitness to a major American event and assumes, derivatively, proportionate 
importance. 

1 
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I. JOHN NEILSON AND HIS HOUSE 

In 1772, nineteen-year-old John Neilson wandered up the still sparsley 
settled Hudson River Valley from his home in New Jersey in order to make a 
future for himself on the frontier of upper New York State. He came across 
Abner Quitterfield just south of the small hamlet of Saratoga, near Stillwater 
on the Hudson, and settled there to work for this tavernkeeper, who, 
besides his tavern, owned farmlands near Bemis Heights that young Neilson 
tended. Some time later, in 1775, Neilson not only was prosperous enough to 
lease lands near Bemis Heights and establish his own farm but also to marry 
his landlord's stepdaughter. Among those lands that John Neilson leased was 
a lot on Bemis Heights, where he and his wife built a temporary log structure 
to live in while building their permanent dwelling, the present John Neilson 
House at Saratoga NHP. Sometime between 1775 and the summer of 1777 the 
Neilson House was completed. In that year it was drawn into the center of a 
pivotal Revolutionary War battle hardly envisioned in 1775 by the yeoman 
farmer John Neilson. The Neilson House now remains the only Revolutionary 
War structure on the grounds of Saratoga NHP. 

In 1958-59 architectural, historical, and archaeological stucies carried 
out by the National Park Service established the original site and appearance 
of the Neilson House. In 1960 the house was moved to its original site and 
restored to its original appearance. 

While historical, architectural, and archeological investigation provides 
us with most of our knowledge of the Neilson House, there are only a few, scant 
contemporary references to the Neilson buildings. During the Battle of Sara­
toga, for instan~e, a German chaplain visiting wounded prisoners in the American 
camp described the Neilson buildings as being " ... a small house, two log 
farm buildings and a log barn with a belfry." At the same time, the German 
General von Riedesel and his wife both kept journals that identified a "school 
house" or "belfry" at the American position on Bemis Heights, both of which 
references probably had in mind the Neilson barn, which had a belfry, although 
to the Baroness it seemed from a distance to be a schoolhouse.1 

"As a building it is a now rare representative of the early frontier in 
the upper Hudson Valley," is the assessment of the historical architect who 
studied the Neilson House. 2 It is a one-story, one-room, wood-frame structure 

1. Quoted in John Luzader, Historic Structure Report, Bemis Heights, 
September 12 to October 8, 1???, Saratoga National Historical Park, New 
York (Denver: National Park Service, 1973), pp. 9, 37 (hereafter cited as 
Bemis Heights). 

2. Frederik C. Gjessing, "Historic Structure Report, The John Neilson 
House, Architectural Data, Saratoga National Historical Park" (Stillwater, 
N. Y.: National Park Service; Saratoga NHP, unpubl. MS, 1958), p. 1 (here­
after cited as "John Neilson House"). 

2 
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on a stone foundation, nogged with burned and sundried brick. Its dimensions 
are ca. 18-1/2' x 17-1/2'. The exterior walls are of clapboard and it has a 
shingled gable roof. There is a lean-to on the north (back) side ca. 6-1/2' x 
13' with access from the interior of the house. It faces south and has a 
seven-foot-wide porch across the front wall with a door and a window on that 
wall. There is one window in the rear (north) wall, three in the north wall, 
and one in the east wall. This wall also has a six-foot-wide fieldstone fire­
place. Presumably a ladder gave access to an attic, whose floorboards formed 
the ceiling to the main room and whose walls were plastered and whitewashed. 
The baseboard and trim for the doors and windows inside were painted barn-red. 
The exterior of the Neilson House was either unpainted or a barn-red color.J 

3. Gjessing, "John Neilson House," pp. 14-15. 

3 
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II. THE BATTLE OF SARATOGA AND THE NEILSON HOUSE 

The Neilson House, along with Bemis Heights, became quite accidentally 
the center of military actions during the American Revolution. The clash in 
the north between the British and American armies might have come at any of 
several points up and down the Hudson Valley: from as far north, say, as 
Ft. Ticonderoga, to as far south as Albany. In any event, it was inevitable 
that a major battle would take place, for the stakes were high by this second 
year of the American revolt and both sides placed great strategic importance 
in 1777 on the outcome of military activities in the north. How the Neilson 
House came to be at the very center of this decisive battle in the north 
follows in brief outline. 

By the end of 1776, British accomplishments toward subduing the American 
revolt were not unimpressive. Large armies had been assembled in England, 
brought across the water, and maintained in America. The rebels had been 
expelled from Canada. New York City was now secure in British hands. And 
Clinton and Cornwallis were launched on apparently successful drives across 
New Jersey and Rhode Island, respectively, as the year drew to a close.1 

But the campaign to crush the rebellion, though off to a good start, still 
needed one decisive victory over a main contingent of the rebel forces. After 
such a major defeat, the rebels might then be willing to enter into a peace 
settlement. And Britain needed such a settlement in view of the European 
situation. France, Britain's traditional rival, was inching toward interven­
tion on the side of the Colonies and was already supplying covert aid to 
the Americans. At the first sign of American military success, France was pre­
pared to openly espouse t.he American cause. Hence England had to settle its 
American affair quickly in order to be prepared to ward off her old rival.2 

General Sir William Howe's plans for 1777 underwent basic changes between 
November 1776 and the spring of 1777 that helped produce the decisive defeat 
of Britain at Saratoga. Instead of a major thrust against New England, involv­
ing the clearing of the Champlain-Hudson line, followed by an advance against 
Pennsylvania and the Southern Colonies, he eventually recommended that Phila­
delphia, the American capital, be his objective. The northern campaign would 
be, for all practical purposes, a secondary, almost independent undertaking. 

The northern campaign was a renewal of Sir Guy Carleton's 1776 plan 
with modifications authored by Lt. Gen. John Burgoyne. Its objective was to 
gain control of the strategic Champlain-Hudson route, opening communications 
between Montreal and New York City, and making a second army available to the 

1. Piers Mackesy, The War for America, 1??5-1783 (Cambridge, Mass: 
Harvard University Press, 1965), p. 103 (hereafter cited as War for America). 

2. Ibid. 

4 
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commander-in-chief, Howe. After some deliberation, Burgoyne was appointed 
to command the campaign. His immediate objective was Albany, where he came 
under Howe's command. There was "full understanding" that, though Howe would 
cooperate with Burgoyne by acting on the lower Hudson, he could not support 
the latter's advance to Albany.3 

Lord George Germain, the British Colonial Secretary, had sanctioned a 
strategy that lacked coordination. The three scattered British forces--under 
Howe, Clinton, and Burgoyne--were to opel_'ate practically independently. The 
danger of a concentrated American effort against one of these forces seemed 
remote to Germain. The result, predicted in some British quarters (e.g. by 
Clinton), was the disastrous defeat of a major British for<:e at Saratoga.4 

The campaign that Burgoyne proposed and that ended at Saratoga called 
for a force of some 8,000 British and German troops to advance from Canada 
through Lake Champlain. Another secondary force would work its way south by 
way of Oswego and the Mohawk Valley, meeting up with Burgoyne's main force 
at the junction of the two rivers north of Albany. From this point the two 
forces were to move on to Albany together and somehow join forces with Howe's 
army, which was simultaneously operating in the Middle Colonies against Wash­
ington's army. 

Stopping this British assault from the north was the task of the American 
Northern Department. In the early stages, Burgoyne's campaign was weakened 
by a lack of manpower and the rivalry for its leadership between Generals Gates 
and Schuyler. Congress had contributed to this situation the previous year 
by appointing both generals to the North without, however, adequately defining 
their respective commands. Like most general officers of the day, including 
Washington, both Gates and Schuyler appeared as assiduous in courting Congres­
sional favor as in Tepelling the enemy. 5 In J1me 1777 Congres::. declared for 
Schuyler over Gates, only to reverse itself in September when Gates proved 
more acceptable to the many New Englanders than did Schuyler. 

The 8,000 troops under Burgoyne left Canada in mid-June via Lake Champlain. 
The expeditionary force of 900 men under St. Leger left at the same time, via 
Lake Ontario, for the Mohawk Valley and eventual reunion with Burgoyne's forces 
on the Hudson. Ft. Ticonderoga easily fell to the British July 5, buoying 
Burgoyne's hopes for rapid movement toward Albany. But Washington agreed 
with General Nathaniel Greene that Burgoyne's "little advantages" at Ticon­
deroga might bait his vanity and "lead him on to his final overthrow."6 

3. This and the above paragraph reflect Historian John Luzader's views; 
from conversations with the author. 

4. Don Higginbotham, The War of American Independence. Military Attitudes~ 
Policies and Practice~ 1763-1789 (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1971), p. 
175 (hereafter cited as War of American Independence). 

5. Ibid., p. 189. 

6. Ibid. 

5 
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To describe the ensuing three months of Burgoyne's campaign, up to his 
capitulation to Gates in October, is to see Washington's prediction come true. 
After his early success at Ticonderoga in July, Burgoyne's difficulties began 
to mount, his advance slowed, and his military reverses increased. St. Leger's 
column of 900 men was stopped by the garrison of Continental soldiers at Ft. 
Stanwix and had to return to Montreal. The slowness of Burgoyne's march down 
the Hudson, through rough countryside made even slower by trees felled before 
the advancing British column, gave the New England and New York militias time 
to organize and join the rebel army. By September the American Army, now 
under the command of Gates, had swollen to some 15,000 men. These were mostly 
short-term militiamen who were ready to oppose the foreign threat to their 
hearth and home. Reports of Indian massacres also helped to inflame tempers 
against the British. Gates wisely decided to dig in on Bemis Heights and let 
Burgoyne wear himself down on the superior American forces. 

The battles of Saratoga (September 19, Freeman's Farm; October 7, Bemis 
Heights) were Burgoyne's last futile attempts to break through the military 
impasse that had developed around him. In retrospect, they may be seen as the 
final resolution of forces that had been shaping up since British strategic 
planning went awry in late 1776. The action of September 19 at Freeman's 
Farm, while inconclusive tactically, was in effect a serious defeat for the 
British. There was not only a two-to-one casualty ratio in favor of the 
Americans, but more importantly, the British losses, unlike the American, were 
irreplaceable now that their supply lines to Canada had been cut and while the 
route to Albany was still closed. 

The seventeen-day interval between this first engagement and the climax 
at Freeman's Farm found the British troops continually harassed by the Americans. 
Burgoyne, now completely bereft of his original optimism, increa3ingly looked 
to Clinton in New Yo .. .'k City for aid to save hirr: from defeat. No coward in 
battle, Burgoyne, n~vertheless, was now attempting to evade the onus of respon­
sibility for his command (and thus for the looming disaster) by placing it in 
Clinton's lap. Clinton, with icy dispatch, rejected the offer, although he 
did make an abortive diversionary feint up the Hudson in order to draw off 
American pressure from Burgoyne's army.? 

Meanwhile, the American commander, General Gates, was not without his own 
problems in his relations with his staff. The fiery-tempered Gen. Benedict 
Arnold was deeply insulted by Gates's failure to mention Arnold's role in the 
fighting at Freeman's Farm. Arnold requested a pass to join Washington's army, 
Gates granted it, and Arnold, psychologically outmaneuvered, refused to use it. 
Thereupon, Gates relieved him of his command. Gates had now on his hands a 
frustrated and vindictive Arnold, sulking around the American headquarters, 
offering unwanted advice, and adding his malcontentment to that of the Schuyler 
clique in Gates's camp. 

By October 5 it became obvious to Burgoyne that he must undertake some 
sort of action. Some of his staff, Generals Fraser and von Riedesel for 

7. Mackesy, War for America, pp. 138-39. 
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instance, urged him to make an orderly retreat up the Hudson and attempt to 
re-establish communications with Canada. Burgoyne, however, exhibited fool­
hardy optimism. He decided to force his way on to Albany. This required 
dislodging the numerically superior and well-entrenched Americans from their 
lines on Bemis Heights. Gates assessed his adversary correctly, knowing that 
the "old gamester," as he called Burgoyne, would "escape to the front." 

The second engagement of the Battle of Saratoga on October 7 displayed 
valiant fighting by the heavily outmanned British troops, but the Americans' 
victory was foreordained by their numerical superiority. At one point in the 
battle, General Arnold, behaving like a madman, could no longer restrain himself 
from action. He rushed into battle, directed a costly and futile charge against 
the major British fortification, and joined an attack on the German redoubt 
that constituted the right anchor of the British fortified line.B Arnold's 
horse was shot from under him and he was wounded in the leg. 

Continually harassed and fired upon, Burgoyne's troops slowly moved back 
up the Hudson after October 8. Burgoyne still hoped for a miraculous rescue 
by Clinton from New York City and even threatened to break off the peace 
negotations he had entered into with Gates when he got first reports of Clinton's 
short-lived thrust up the Hudson. But on October 17 Burgoyne realized his 
situation was hopeless and signed the Convention of Saratoga. By the generous 
terms of the accord, Burgoyne and his army of 5,700 were to capit~~ate in 
honor and return to England on the condition that they not return to America 
to fight. As it turned out, the American Congress reneged on the terms. The 
army of Burgoyne remained interned until the end of the war, by which time a 
number of the prisoners had fled into the American countryside to remain as 
permanent settlers. 

"Saratoga was the sign for which France had walted; and the Great Powers 
began to enter the arena."9 Thus one historian summed up what has come to be 
the consensus of all: that the British defeat in the fall of 1777 was the 
turning point of British fortunes in America. Gage's campaign in 1775, and 
now Burgoyne's, helped America to become the "graveyard for British reputa­
tions."lO Would the Revolution have folded if Burgoyne had fought his way 
through to Albany? Probably not. In a narrower sense, even if Burgoyne had 
cut through to Albany, total interdiction of communication between New England 
and the rest of her sister colonies would have been impossible. Moreover, 
other rebel colonies would probably not have stood idly by had Burgoyne reached 
Albany and been able to open communication with Howe's forces.ll 

8. Willard M. Wallace, Traitorous Hero. The Life and Fortunes of 
Benedict Arnold (New York: Harper and Bros., Publishers, 1954), p. 156 (here­
after cited as Traitorous Hero). 

9. Mackesy, War for America, p. 141. 

10. Higginbotham, War of American Independence, p. 197. 

11. Ibid., p. 177. 
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In a larger sense, no matter what British military efforts might have 
achieved on a short-term basis, all the operative forces, political and economic, 
probably pointed toward eventual American independence from Britain. But the 
inevitability of American independence, even if granted, does not diminish the 
importance of the battles of Saratoga. Whether inevitable or not, Freeman's 
Farm and Bemis Heights were the military turning points in the struggle, after 
which Britain could no longer retrieve her losses. 

8 
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III. BENEDICT ARNOLD, THE NEILSON HOUSE, AND THE BATTLES OF SARATOGA 

"I am sorry Arnold escaped; I think he had shown himself the most enter­
prising man among the rebels."l Lord George Germain's assessment of Arnold 
the dashing soldier, expressed after Arnold's assault on Montreal, was shared 
in varying degrees by most of Arnold's contemporaries, friend and foe alike. 
The great naval historian Alfred T. Mahan had like praise for Arnold. Mahan 
saw the British capitulation at Saratoga in 1777 as a direct result of the 
year's delay provided in 1776 when the "indomitable energy" and "indomitable 
spirit" of Arnold held up the British push southwards on L·ake Champlain.2 
Judged solely on his military accomplishments, Benedict Arnold probably ranks 
among the ablest tactical generals in American history.J 

Benedict Arnold's actions at Saratoga helped to create this reputation. 
In August 1777, just before rejoining the northern army at Bemis Heights, 
Arnold had been instrumental in raising St. Leger's siege of Ft. Stanwix in 
the upper Mohawk Valley, thus frustrating St. Leger's plan to join up with 
Burgoyne's main forces on the Hudson. After repulsing St. Leger's forces, 
Arnold returned to the headquarters of the northern army in Albany where Gen. 
Horatio Gates had replaced General Schuyler. Relations between Arnold and 
Gates during preparation for the encounter with Burgoyne remained amicable, 
although they were to deteriorate rapidly after the battle of Freeman's 
Farm. As mentioned above, Gates's omission of Arnold's name in his report 
to Congress about the battle precipitated the controversy between the two. 

There is still disagreement regarding Arnold's role in the fighting at 
Freeman's Farm. Conflicting reports and indecisive evidence make it impossible 
to say with assurance how much Arnold was actually inv9lved in the combat in 
the lines. One investigation of all the available evidence suggests that 
Arnold, though directing the battle, was not actively engaged in the battle 
lines; but the question nevertheless remains open.4 In any event, Arnold's 
subsequent anger at Gates merely reflects his own self-esteem and cannot be 
taken as a gauge of his participation in the fight. 

Some unsubstantiated reports held that his dismissal caused unrest among 
many of the troops and that General Poor distributed a petition among the 
officers begging Arnold to return as their leader. Whether this story was 

1. Quoted in Wallace, Traitorous Hero, p. 99. 

2. Ibid.~ p. 119. 

3. Ibid.~ chap. 30, passim. 

4. John Luzader, Preliminary Documentary Report on Benedict Arnold at 
Saratoga (Stillwater, N. Y.: National Park Service, Saratoga NHP, unpubl. 
MS, 1958), pp. 42-44 (hereafter cited as Arnold at Saratoga). 

9 
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apocryphal or not, Arnold did feel buoyed enough to vent his petulance in a 
letter to Gates, advising him indiscreetly on military strategy. Gates was 
now angered sufficiently to dismiss Arnold immediately from his staff. Gates 
turned over the right wing to Gen. Benjamin Lincoln and assumed personal 
control over Arnold's division (September 25).5 

The next two weeks or so before the final battle of the Saratoga Campaign 
(Bemis Heights, October 7) found Arnold, as noted earlier, grumbling about 
the American headquarters, an undesired "guest" officer without official 
attachment to Gates's staff. He probably spent much time with his aides in 
the Neilson House, disconsolate and conspiring against Gates. On the day of 
the final battle it is well reported how Arnold rushed into the lines like a 
madman, fought with abandon, and suffered a serious wound in the assault on 
the Breyman redoubt. But even his role here as the deciding factor in the 
battle remains enshrouded in doubt.6 As with many aspects of his life, a 
clear delineation of Arnold's activity at Saratoga, one that holds true to 
documentary evidence and resists hearsay and legend, is impossible to attain. 

5. Ibid. J p. 36. 

6. Ibid., p. 54. 
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IV. HISTORICAL FURNISHINGS OF THE NEILSON HOUSE 

The historical furnishings of the Neilson House for the period of the 
battles of Saratoga in October 1777 must reflect two basically different 
sets of conditions: (1) the furnishings belonging to yeoman farmers (John 
and Lydia Neilson); and (2) the temporary furnishings used by a general 
officer of the Continental Army (Benedict Arnold) during a campaign in the 
field. 

The Neilsons undoubtedly vacated their house before the northern army 
moved into Bemis Heights and established fortifications. The Neilsons would 
have taken their more valuable, movable possessions out of the house or stored 
them in the lean-to during the time of the army's tenancy. 

The assumption that Benedict Arnold was the officer using these quarters 
is based, to be sure, on meager data. Lacking evidence to the contrary, however, 
one can assume that a letter of Richard Varick, former aide to General Schuyler 
then serving General Arnold, is correct in indicating the Neilson House as 
Arnold'~ quarters. While describing the American encampment to Schuyler, Varick 
pointed out that "Gen'l Arnold is on the highest part of the Hill at the house 
on the Road about North from Head Qurs as also Genl Poor's ... . "1 This descrip­
tion could only refer to the Neilson structures.2 And of the Neilson structures, 
i.e. his house, barn, and the two smaller log structures, the ranking officer 
(Arnold) and perhaps his aides would most likely have requisitioned John Neilson's 
modest house, while Poor probably had to be content with the barn for his 
quarters.3 

The historical furnishings of the John Neilson Ho~se, based primarily on 
comparative data, will be presented for the following rooms: (1) porch, (2) 
common (main) room, (3) lean-to, and (4) attic. 

1. Quoted in Luzader, Bemis Heights, p. 43. 

2. Ibid. 

3. Some have interpreted the Varick letter to mean both Arnold and 
Poor were in the same (Neilson) house. It seems to this writer that the 
intent of Varick's grammar--unclear as his style may be--is to put the word 
"Poor's" in apposition to "Arnold" (in the phrase " ... at the house on the 
Road ... "). Thus his intent is to say: "Arnold's house is on the hill," 
etc., "as is Poor's [house]"; not: "Arnold is in the house on the hill as is 
Poor,'' as is usually interpreted. Supporting this interpretation is the known 
mutual hostility between the two men stemming from a conflict they had had the 
previous year. It is unlikely that Arnold and Poor would have endured one 
another under the same roof. 

11 
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A. Porch 

The porch is 18'9" long (i.e., approximately the length of the house), 
6'9" wide, and 6'10" high.4 No documentation for the original Neilson fur­
nishings for the porch has been found.5 Porch furniture of this period would 
probably have consisted of only two pine benches, a water keg, and a gourd 
dipper hung on the wa11.6 Benches from that region and time could have been 
(1) 39" long, 9" wide, and 15" high, or (2) 54" long, 9" wide, and 15" high.? 
A contemporary keg for drinking water on the porch would measure ca. 26" high 
and 18" in diameter (Downey, p. 8). Above the water keg would hang a water 
gourd (ca. 15" long). Split firewood might have been piled against the wall. 

B. Common (Main) Room 

The common room had exposed ceiling joists and plaster walls. The walls 
and ceiling were whitewashed, though slightly yellow. The baseboard, window 
trim, and doors were painted the same red as the exterior of the house. The 
fireplace's exact appearance is conjectural, according to the architectural 
report. It was located roughly in the center of the south wall. Most probably 
it was constructed of fieldstone and had a brick chimney. The floor was pine. 
The common room's size was 16'3" long, 17'5" wide, and 7'1-1/2" high (to the 
bottom of the ceiling joists).B 

The furnishings of the house during these weeks in September-October 1777 
reflected the mixture of its civilian origins coupled with its temporary mili­
tary use. This combination of military and nonmilitary items that might have 
been found in the Neilson House will follow in an attempt at rough categoriza­
tion of these items. 

1. Table::-

a) A period "turn up" table of local wood (probably pine) would have 
stood along a wall. The specimen in the Saratoga NHP collection has dimensions 
of 4'9" in length, 3'1" in width, and 2'4-1/2" in height (Downey, App. A, 

4. Gjessing, "John Neilson House." 

5. Downey, "Furnishing Plan, Neilson House," p. 5. 

6. Ibid.' p. 8. 

7. Ibid., p. 28; also, cf. Russell Hawes Kettell, The Pine Furniture of 
Early New England (New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1929), pp. 63-64 (here­
after cited as Pine Furniture). From this point on in the text, works referred 
to for the illustration of furnishings objects for the Neilson House will 
appear in parentheses in the text, except for the original citations, which will 
continue to appear as a footnote. This format should facilitate reference 
to illustrations. 

8. Gjessing, "John Neilson House," pp. 10-12. 
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Plates 18, 19). A stuffed straw seat mat, 3' x 1-1/2', might have been placed 
on the sitting surface. 

b) A plain pine sawbuck table, ca. 6' x 3', might have stood in the 
middle of the room as an all-purpose working and eating surface.9 

c) A small pine stand or table, ca. 2-1/2' square and about 29" high, 
could have stood next to another wall, perhaps at the head or foot of a bed 
(Kettell, Plate 98). 

2. Chairs 

a) The "turn-up" table mentioned above would be used as a sitting surface 
when turned up. Because of the cramped conditions while the house was used 
as a military headquarters, the table might also have been turned up and used 
as a "catch-all" for any of a variety of things (papers, spyglass, weapons) 
that Arnold or his aides may have dropped there. 

b) A relatively comfortable sitting chair typical of such frontier homes 
as the Neilsons' would probably have stood near the fireplace (Downey, App. A, 
Plate 30; Nutting, Plate 1886).10 Such a wooden chair with a rush seat had 
three or four back slats. It stood ca. 3'6" high, was 1'9" wide, and possibly 
had "mu~hroom" knobs on the front of the arms. 

c) One or two Windsor chairs of the period might also have been in the 
Neilson home at this time (Downey, App. 3, Neilson Inventory of 1818). These 
would probably have been the most elegant pieces of furniture in the modest 
Neilson farmhouse (Downey, App. A, Plate 12; Nutting, Plates 2522, 2610). 
Ranging from 3' to 3'6" in height, this chair could have been any of a number 
of Windsor chair types that proliferated in tho colonies in the 18th century, 
but it was probably 0ne of the simpler types. 

d) Two or three stools of simple design and construction were undoubtedly 
in the Neilson House. These might have been 12" to 24" wide, 7" deep, and 8" 
high. The material was most likely pine (Pine Furniture, Plate 53; Downey, 

. App. A, Plate 30). 

3. Cupboards and Trunks 

a) A large, three-sided corner cabinet probably stood in one of the 
corners next to the fireplace. It was probably of pine and stood 6-1/2' to 
7' high; the face exposed to the interior of the room would have been ca. 44" to 
~8" wide (Kettell, Plate 145). Less elegant pine cabinets were used in kitchens 
or in more modest homes like the Neilsons' for storing pewter or ordinary ware. 

9. Thomas H. Ormsbee, Field Guide to Early American Furniture (Boston: 
Little, Brown & Company, 1951), pp. 112, 117 (hereafter cited as Field Guide). 

10. Wallace Nutting, Furniture Treasury~ 3 vols. (New York: Macmillan 
Company, 1948-49). 
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Linens might have been stored in the lower closed compartment (Nutting, Plate 
553). The pine was probably unpainted and unfinished. 

b) A firewood storage box might have been situated close to the hearth. 
If so, it would have been of crude pine construction, measuring perhaps 1-1/2' x 
3' and 1'3" high (Downey, Plate 91, p. 20). 

c) General Arnold most likely owned a number of small boxes and chests 
that would have been in the Neilson House. Included among them might have 
been the following: 

(1) An army trunk, 2' or 3' long, and 15" wide and deep. This may 
have been either rounded and of wood, or rectangular and wood covered with 
leather (Downey, App. A, Plates 29, 37; Peterson, p. 160).11 

(2) Another type of army camp chest that Arnold may have had at the 
Neilson House came complete with dishes, vessels, knives, forks, spoons, cook­
ing pots, condiment vessels, and a liquor bottle section (Downey, App. A, 
Plate 44). 

(3) A third type of chest possibly found in the Arnold quarters is 
a liquor case. This was about 1' x 1-1/2' x 13" high and had approximately 
one dozen compartments for large and 3mall decanters of various spirits. The 
case could have been made solely of pine or oak, or of a combination of the 
two woods (Downey, App. A, Plate 47). 

4. Beds 

a) It is quite possible that Arnold used the bed in the common room left 
by the Neilsons. This would have been a maple frame with, at the most, short 
simply cut or turned posts. The treasured parts ~f a bed for people such as 
the Neilsons at that time were the sewn mattresses, covers, pillows, etc., 
rather than the simple maple bedstead itself.12 

b) There might have been a military camp bed as well in the Neilson House, 
used either by Arnold, if he did not use the Neilsons' bed, or by one of his 
aides. Arnold's own camp bed, which, as a prosperous and fastidious merchant, 
he probably had with him in the field, could have resembled that of George 
Washington. This mahogany bed was cleverly constructed with hinges so that 
it collapsed into a small unit for transport. It even had supports for canopies 
and curtains to keep warmth in and bugs out (Downey, App. A, Plate 41; Peter-
son, p. 158). · 

c) The camp bed may have been of a simpler kind. A type common at the 
time consisted of what amounts to three canvas folding chairs fastened together, 
with two sideboards running the length and one at the head (Downey, App. A, 
Plate 43). 

11. Harold L. Peterson, The Book of the Continental Soldier (Harrisburg, 
Pa.: The Stackpole Company, 1968). 

12. Nutting, Furniture Treasury, 3:237. 
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5. Fireplace Utensils 

As in a modern kitchen, there was a large array of cooking, eating, and 
fireplace utensils. The same utensils sufficed for both cooking and fireplace 
use at this time since all cooking in a house such as the Neilsons' was done 
over an open fire in the fireplace. The following items, starting with fire­
place equipment in the strict sense, then cooking utensils, and finally eating 
ware, would probably have been found in the Neilson House: 

a) A fireplace crane made of wrought iron would hang on one side of the 
firebox (Gould, Wooden Ware, Plate 14, p. 51).13 It was made so that it could 
be swung from the fire into the room. Its dimensions were ca. 24" high with 
an arm extending perhaps 36". 

b) Fireplace pothooks of various lengths from 8" to 18", made of wrought 
iron, were used to hang pots over the fire (Colonial Living~ p. 38). 

c) A trammel, a cleverly notched device made of wrought iron that allowed 
the length to be adjusted, was another type of hook or hanging device used 
in fireplaces. When not in use in the fireplace, it hung on the hearth to 
store pots. Its unextended length was 12"-24" (Downey, App. A, Plate 15; 
Colonial Living, p. 38). 

d) One pair of simple hand-wrought andirons, ca. 2' high and 2-1/2'-3' 
in depth, would have been in the fireplace (Downey, App. A, Plates 21, 35; 
Nutting, vol. 2, Plates 3957-65). 

e) A fireplace scoop, or shovel, 3' to 4' long, of simple design (Nutting, 
vol. 2, Plates 3967-81, 4020-28). 

f) Fireplace tongs, wrought iron, ca. 2' long (Downey, App. A, ?late 21; 
Nutting,vol. 2, plates 3853-64). 

g) A tinder box of tin, ca. 4"-5" in circumference and perhaps 3" high, 
would have been near the fireplace. Most people tried to keep fires going all 
the time, winter and summer, because using the tinder box to strike up a fire 
was a time-consuming task (Colonial Living, p. 41; Antique T&T, p. 111).14 

h) A fire scoop, or ember carrier, might have been at the Neilson fire­
place. Used to carry hot embers from one place to another in order to avoid 
using the tinder box, it could have been of tin and measured ca. 8" x 12" 
with a handle 12" to 18" long (Downey, App. A, Plate 22; Antique T&T, Plates 
21, 22; Colonial Living, p. 41; Nutting, vol. 2, Plate 4094). 

13. Mary Ear~e Gould, Early American Wooden Ware and Other Kitchen 
Utensils (Rutland, Vt.: Charles E. Tuttle Co., Inc., 1962) (hereafter cited 
as Wooden Ware) . 

14. Mary Earle Gould, Antique Tin and Tole Ware (Rutland, Vt.: Charles E. 
Tuttle Co., 1958) (hereafter cited as Antique T&T). 

15 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

i) A bellows for the fireplace would have been ca. 12"-15" long by ll" 
wide (Downey, App. A, Plate 20). 

6. Cooking Utensils 

a) Tin Kettle, ca. 12" in diameter (Nutting, Plates 3845-47). 

b) A tin teapot, 8"-10" tall and 6"-8" in diameter (Antique T&T, Plate 15, 
p. 12; Colonial Living~ p. 139). 

c) Dutch oven, of heavy iron, ca. 12" in diameter, standing on three legs 
ca. 8" high (Colonial Living, p. 38). (The more appropriate historical name 
for the Dutch Oven was "bake kettle"; the stone oven in the hearth and the 
"roasting kitchen" were also loosely termed "Dutch Oven" (CoZoniaZ Living~ 
p. 37; Antique T&T, Plates 3 and 4, pp. 11-12). 

d) A roasting kitchen (tin kitchen) might also have been in the Neilson 
House. This half-cylindrical roaster made of tin was designed for skewering 
the meat over coals in its bottom. Ca. 24" x 13-1/2" x ll" (Downey, App. A, 
Plate 20; Antique T&T, Plates 3 and 4, p. 12; Colonial Living, p. 137). 

e) A dripping pan was used in conjunction with the above for catching 
the JU1ces from the roasting meat. It was made of tin, ca. 8" x 12" (Antique 
T&T, Plate 5, p. 13). 

f) A tin coffee pot, approximately 15" high and 8" in diameter, was 
undoubtedly in use while Arnold stayed in the Neilson House (Antique T&T, 
Plate 113, p. 63; Plate 228, p. 115). · 

g) A large iron pot for cooking, ca. 18" high and 12" in diameter (Downey, 
App. A, Plate 20; Colonial Living, p. 38). 

h) Iron broiler, ca. 12" in diameter (Downey, App. A, Plate 21; CoZoniaZ 
Living, p. 139; Nutting, Plate 4009). 

i) Iron frying pan, 12"-18" in diameter (Downey, App. A, Plate 22; CoZo­
niaZ Living, p. 139). 

j) An iron spider (frying pan with legs) with a handle ca. 4' long (Downey, 
App. A, Plate 20; Colonial Living, p. 38). 

k) A wrought-iron toaster; the handle ca. 3' long (Downey, App. A, Plate 
20). 

1) One or two smaller iron pots, aside from the large one listed above, 
would have been needed in the Neilson House; ca. 6" to 12" in diameter and 6" 
high (Downey, App. A, Plate 22; Nutting, vol. 2, Plate 3846). 

m) A wooden salt box with a sloped top lid, might have been ca. 6" wide, 
6"-8" high, 3"-4" deep (Pine Furniture, Plate 3; Nutting, vol. 1, Plate 193). 
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n) A coffee mill was most likely in use in the Neilson House, either as 
a possession of the Neilsons' or as a part of Arnold's camp equipment. Resting 
on a wooden base with a drawer for catching the ground coffee, the mill was 
made of brass, approximately 10" high (cf. Antique T&T, Plate 25). 

o) A wooden mortar and pestle would have served to grind the coffee beans, 
as well as other beans, etc., in preparation of foods. This could have been 
any of various sizes and shapes, from low and squat to tall and thin (Wooden 
Ware, Plates 75, 76). 

p) Various types of wooden bowls could possibly have been in the Neilson 
House, ranging from 4" to 12" in diameter (Wooden Flare, Plate 69; Downey, App. 
A, Plate 34). 

q) A tin chopping knife, any of various styles (Downey, App. A, Plate 32; 
Antique T&T, Plates 73, 74). 

r) Tin spatula (Antique T&T, Plate 97). 

s) Tin skimmer (Antique T&T, Plate 97; CoZoniaZ Living~ p. 38). 

t) A wrought-iron meat fork, 12"-18" long (Nutting, vol. 2, Plates 4000-4004; 
CoZonia~ Living, p. 38). 

u) An iron ladle, ca. 12"-18" long (cf. Nutting, Plate 3868) and/or wooden 
cooking spoons (Wooden Ware, Plates 53-55). 

7. Tableware 

a) Tin drinking cups, 3"-4" high and 2"-3\' in diameter (Antique T&T, 
Plate 111), could w~ll have been part of the Neilson furnishings. 

b) Finer drinking vessels probably comprised part of Arnold's equipment. 
This might have been an English brown stoneware mug (Hume, Fig. 32),15 or 
perhaps a gray German stoneware mug from the Rhineland (cf. Hume, Fig. 92), or 

. even a humbler wooden tankard or noggin (cf. CoZoniaZ Living, p. 40). 

c) Eating plates, perhaps a half dozen, would have been on the table or 
in the corner cabinet. Those belonging to the Neilsons might well have been 
simple wooden plates, ranging from 6" to 12" in diameter (Wooden Ware, Plate 
73), or simpler wooden trenchers, which were hollowed-out oblong pieces of 
wood (CoZoniaZ Living, p. 39). Finer pewter plates may also have been on hand. 
Pewterware was used extensively in the 18th century, but it was also taken for 
bullets during the Revolutionary War (Antique T&T, p. 126). If pewter was 
there, it probably consisted of one or two larger serving plates, ca. 12'' in 
diameter, and a few smaller eating plates. (CoZoniaZ Living, p. 39; Nutting, 
vol. 1, Plate 576). 

15. Ivor Noel Hume, A Guide to Artifacts of CoZoniaZ America (New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1974) (hereafter cited as Artifacts of CoZoniaZ America). 
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8. Linens, Towels, Other Cloth Materials 

a) Bed ticking, a heavy woven material filled probably with corn shucks 
or straw or wood shavings, served as the "mattress."16 

b) One or two wool blankets. 

c) Perhaps a two-seamed coverlet (Christensen, Plate 218).17 

d) One linen bolster. In the 18th century, one slept in a semisupine 
position, reclining on the bolster and on -

e) One or two goose feather pillows (Colonial Living,· p. 35). 

f) Linen sheets might also have been on the bed. For the table, very 
little in the way of linen finery would have been owned by the Neilsons. At 
the most, the following items may have been stored in the corner cabinet: 

a) One diapered tablecloth. 

b) Several diapered towels and/or napkins, the latter in common use at this 
time because of the prevalent custom of eating with one's fingers (Colonial 
Living, p. 39). 

The following "toilet" articles probably were in use by Arnold and his 
staff: 

a) Washbasin and water pitcher. The wash basin could well have been of 
wood (Wooden Ware, Plate 69), the pitcher perhaps of tin (Antiqua T&T, Plate 
139). 

b) A chamber pot, or slop pail, was a ubiquitous item of the period 
(Antique T&T, Plate 143). 

9. Miscellaneous Items 

a) Flatirons, two, and perhaps a flatiron holder (Antique T&T, Plate 85). 

b) Musket, perhaps hanging over the door (Peterson, p. 27). 

c) Powder horn, hanging over the fireplace (Peterson, pp. 70-71). 

d) Candle boxes, probably of pine, ca. 15" wide, 8" high, and 3"-4" deep 
(Pine Furniture, Plates 1, 2). 

16. J. C. Furnas, The Americans. A Social History of the United States~ 
1587-1914 (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1969), p. 137 (hereafter cited as 
The Americans) . 

17. Erwin 0. Christensen, The Index of American Design (New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1950), Plate 218 (hereafter cited as American Design). 
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e) Several tin candlesticks, ca. 6" high (Antique T&T, Plate 182). 

f) A lantern, 12" high and 5" square (Downey, App. A, Plate 31; CoZoniaZ 
Living, p. 59). 

g) A Betty lamp, of tin, ca. 5" long (Antique T&T, Plate 163; Colonial 
Living, p. 42). 

h) Candle snuffer, of tin, 2"-3" high (Antique T&T, Plate 186). 

i) Besides the furnishings so far enumerated, other items would have been 
present lending a more vital appearance to the Neilson House. For instance 
fruits, vegetables, and herbs of the fall season might be seen. Hung on a 
beam, perhaps might have been such items as lavender, peppers, Indian corn, 
rice, rosemary, apples, and grapes. 

Moreover, fresh fruits and vegetables from local farms might have been in 
a bowl on the sawbuck table at which Arnold and his aides sat. 

10. Temporary Military Items 

Due to the temporary use of the Neilson House by Arnold and his staff, the 
following articles could have been in the house: 

a) One razor case, 4-1/2" x 7" x 3-1/4", perhaps similar to the mahogany 
one belonging to George Washington (Downey, App. A, Plate 36). 

b) One set of camp knives and forks (Downey, App. A, Plate 45). 

c) One toilet set, consisting of silver-handled tJothbrush, one silver 
tongue-scraper, and a silver case divided into two compartments, probably for 
tooth powder; all of the above in a tooled, red leather case, 5" x 3/4" x 1/2" 
(Downey, App. A, Plate 46). 

d) An inkwell on the sawbuck table, 3"-5" in diameter (Downey, App. A, 
Plates 5, 34; CoZoniaZ Living, p. 61). 

e) One or two quills (Colonial Living, p. 61; Downey, App. A, Plate 5). 

f) A leather dispatch case, ca. 13" x 18" (Downey, App. A, Plate 48), or 
a leather saddlebag, ca. 12" x 15" (Peterson, p. 214). 

g) Ore sander, ca. 4" x 2-1/2" (Downey, App. A, Plate 38; Colonial Living, 
p. 61). 

h) Paper and ink (Colonial Living, p. 61). 

i) Sealing wax (Colonial Living, p. 61). 
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j) One or two orderly books, lying on the table.lB 

k) A "letters-in" and a "letters-out" box. 

1) A wooden file box for correspondence. 

m) A portable field desk. 

n) Reproduction of a contemporary map .of the area used in the campaign 
(e.g., cf. map of upper New York State dating from 1760 to 1775 in the Thomas A. 
Emmet Collection, New York Public Library; a copy of the original in the British 
Publications Records Office). 

The following items, belonging in a stricter sense to the category of wear­
ing apparel and outfitting of a general officer such as Arnold, could be expected 
to be lying about the Neilson House somewhat in disarray during Arnold's rather 
hectic occupation of the house: 

a) Pistols and holster (Peterson, pp. 49-53; Downey, App. A, Plates 39, 
40). 

b) Spurs, brass or silver for Arnold, not the iron of the common soldier 
(Peterson, pp. 215-16). 

c) Sword belt, or sash (Peterson, p. 93). 

d) Sword (Peterson, pp. 92-97). 

e) Telescope (Downey, App. A, Plate 41). 

f) Looking glass, possible in view of Arnold's vanity (Pine Furniture, 
p. 177). 

Any or all of the following items typical of an officer's uniform might 
have been found in the Neilson House during Arnold's occupancy: 

a) A cocked hat, probably dark brown, with cockade and feathers, the 
latter denoting officer rank (Peterson, Fig. 14, pp. 224-25). 

b) Boots, brown leather, knee-high (Peterson, portraits facing p. 128). 

c) A linen (or silk) shirt with a lace fall at the neck (portrait of 
Arnold made in July 1777; reproduced in Higginbotham between pp. 238-39; 
also, Colonial Living, p. 140; Peterson, portraits facing p. 128). 

18. Items "j" through "n" were suggested in an interview between the author 
andCol. Fred P. Todd, Ret.; Member, N.Y. State Bi-Centennial Commission; former 
Director, West Point Museum; and former Director, New Windsor Cantonment. 
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d) A brown wool coat, the cuffs, collar, and lapels faced in buff (Peterson, 
p. 224; ibid., portrait of General Greene facing p. 128). 

e) One pair of buff-colored breeches, probably woolen (Peterson, p. 227; 
ibid., portraits facing p. 128). 

f) Vest, or waistcoat, also probably of wool, buff-colored, single­
breasted, with flaps covering the pockets (Peterson, p. 227; ibid., portraits 
facing p. 128). 

g) One pair of brown leather shoes (Peterson, p. 2380). 

h) One pair stockings, knitted wool or perhaps silk (Peterson, p. 229). 

C. Lean-To 

A doorway from the common room on the north side led into the lean-to. 
This storage room measured 12' x 6' and had beaded sheathing walls with one 
small window in the east wall. The Neilsons would have used this room for 
storage of some of their more valuable possessions during the military occupancy 
as well as for storing tools, foodstuffs, etc. The following items might have 
been in the lean-to: 

a) One wool wheel, 5'1" x 6'1" x 1-1/211 (Downey, App. A, Plate 24). 

b) One flax wheel, 3'3" x 2'9" x 1-1/4" (Downey, App. A, Plate 25). 

c) Clock reel, 3-1/2' x 2' x 1-1/2' (Downey, App. A, Plate 23). 

d) Free shelving, pine, ca. 6' x 5' x 9" (Pine Furniture, p. 126; Nutting, 
vol. 1, Plate 476). 

e) One lantern, ca. 9" high (Downey, App. A, Plate 31). 

f) One hammer, head ca. 5" long (Park Collection, Saratoga NHP). 

g) One hatchet, head ca. 4-1/2" (Downey, App. A, Plate 26). 

h) Raw flax. 

i) One broad axe, ca. 18" x 10" (Downey, App. A, Plate 33). 

j) One adz, handle 3' long, head 1' long (Colonial Living, p. 30). 

k) Several wood cards, ca. 9" x 5" (Downey, App. A, Plate 20; Colonial 
Living, p. 46). 

1) One flax hatchel, ca. 3' x 8' (Colonial Living, p. 49; Antique T&T, 
Plate 124). 

m) One birch broom, ca. 5' (Pine Furniture, p. 30; Colonial Living, p. 68). 

21 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-I 
I 

------------------

n) One milk pan of tin, ca. 2' in diameter, 10" deep (Antique T&T, Plate 
86). 

o) One candle mold, of tin (Antique T&T, Plate 194). 

p) One cake of tallow (animal fat used for making soap and candles). 

q) One wooden funnel, ca. 4" high (Wooden Ware, Plate 63). 

r) One washtub, wooden, with metal support rings, ca. 18" high and 2-1/2' 
in diameter (Antique T&T, Plate 135). 

s) One churn, wooden, ca. 2-1/2' high (Colonial Living, p. 45; Wooden Ware, 
Plate 103). 

t) Several wooden barrels of various sizes, ranging perhaps from 1 quart 
to 50 gallons (Wooden Ware, Plates 93-94, pp. 177-78). 

u) One meal tub, of wood (Wooden Ware, Plate 85; Pine Furniture, bottom 
shelf, p. 126). 

v) Mortars and pestles, several of wood (Downey, App. A, Plate 34). 

w) Wooden cup, butter paddles, wooden bucket (Downey, App. A, Plate 34). 

x) Various tools, such as grass knives, bed yoke, wrench, chopping knife, 
drills, hammer, hand saw, rake (Downey, App. A, Plates 32-33). 

D. Attic 

The attic, 16'7" long x 17'5" wide, was sparsely finished with pine floor­
boards, pine sheathing on the walls, and no windows. During the military 
occupancy of the Neilson House, it was probably used by Arnold's aides as 
sleeping quarters, if at all, and contained only the sleeping equipment of 
those men. The attic might have contained the following items: 

a) One or two straw-filled mattresses. 

b) Several wool blankets. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The furnishings study for the Neilson House relies to a great extent on 
the research carried out by Agnes Downey for her furnishings plan. This 
research involved examining over two thousand inventories of contemporary 
estates from upper New York State. Those estates filed in the Albany County 
Courthouse during the period 1775 to 1780 that contain especially rich compara­
t-ive documentation for furnishing the Neilson House are added to the present 
study in the Appendix. · 

Many valuable secondary sources for furnishings of the period have appeared 
since Downey completed her study. These works have been consulted and mentioned 
in the text so that the reader can readily refer to them for illustrations of 
the objects discussed. Illustrations of the myriad objects that would have 
been in the Neilson House might be found scattered through a large number of 
sources. For ease of reference for the reader, the number of illustrations 
referred to has been restricted. Thus, five or six of the illustrated secondary 
sources will provide the vast majority of furnishings illustrations referred 
to in the text. 
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APPENDIX 

Selected New York Estate Inventories Taken Between 1773 and 1788 

These inventories are filed in the Albany County Surrogate Court records, 
which are at present stored in the basement of the New Court House in Albany, 
New York. Over 2,000 of the inventories filed here, from letters "F" through 
"Z", were examined. "A" through "E" were not studied. The inventories selected 
for reproduction were chosen on the basis of date, geographical location, and 
content of information concerning furnishings that might be of comparative 
value in refurnishing the Neilson House. Only two inventories from Stillwater, 
New York, were located. Although Abner Quitterfield died ca. 1777, papers on 
the administration of his estate were not filed by his widow until 1784. No 
inventory for his estate was located among the papers filed in Albany. At 
the time of the Battle of Saratoga, Stillwater was located in Albany County. 
It may be that some of the papers pertaining to the Quitterfields and Neilsons, 
such as estate inventories, are now filed in the county clerk's office for 
Saratoga County. Mr. John Neilson, Sr.'s, will and inventory would be of 
assistance in ascertaining more about thetasteof the people who lived in this 
interesting small three-room house. Mr. Neilson died in 1834; at that time 
Stillwater was in Saratoga County. A check of the court records of Saratoga 
County might turn up a legal case involving the estate of Abner Quitterfield 
that could include an inventory of his possessions as of 1777. The name of 
Ashbal More, who married the widow Ester Quitterfie1d sometime between 1777 
and 1784, might be checked through these records. He died in 1790. No inven­
tory or will was found for him or his wife in the Albany County Records. If 
examined, the legal case involvin~ John Neilson, Jr., in 1818-21 would make 
his inventory more meaningful. 

Few inventories for the 1775-80 period were filed among the Albany 
County Records examined. Very few of those located were from the Stillwater 
area. Those selected were photostated and used as a basis for selecting items 
included on the suggested lists for furnishings in this plan. Because they 
are so rich in information and evidence concerning possessions in.New York at 
this period, they are attached for further study. 
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List of Inventories Included: 

I Goods and Chattel of: Date Location 

I 1. Jacob Hinderer March 8, 1773 Livingston's Manor, 
Albany City, N. Y. 

I 2. Elbert Haring December 14 and New York City, N. Y. 
15, 1773 

I 
3. Michael Hopkins February 1, 1774 Amenia Precinct, 

Dutchess County, N. Y. 

4. John Rider March 26, 1774 South East Precinct, 

I Dutchess County, N. Y. 

5. John O'Farrel June 7, 1774 Stillwater, N. Y. 

I 6. Thomas Rockwell March 15, 1775 Salem, The County of 
Westchester, N. Y. 

I 7. Joseph Purdy February 3, 1777 New York 

8. Joseph Harris June 19, 1777 New York 

I 9. Thomas Haviland Harch 17, 1787 East Chester, N. Y. 

I 10. James McCobb November 12, 1774 Precinct of Hanooe, 
County of Ulster, N. Y. 

I 
11. Thomas Horton, Capt. June 12, 1778 New York 

12. Noah Grindley September 21, 1779 Kings District, 
Albany County, N. Y. 

I 13. Thomas Fowler August 22, 1780 New York 

I 14. Samuel Hallock April 7, 1783 Ulster County, N. Y. 

15. Jesse Hubbel October 11, 1788 Stillwater, Saratoga 

I 
Patent, Albany County, N. Y. 

16. John Neilson, Jr. June 19, 1818 Stillwater, N. Y. 

I 
I 
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NAHE: Elbert Haring, Yeoman 
. . 

DATE: 14th and 15th December 1773 

VICINITY: New York City, N. Y. 

AHOUNT: Value of Goods and Chattle 
703 Po~~ds, 10 Shillings, 3 Pence 

NATIONAL ORIGIN: Dutch 

PROFE3SION: Probably farming 

TYPE OF INVENTORY: Death 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL :OOCUic::ENT: 
Surrogate Court· Papers, Albany County 
Albany, N. Y. 
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NA}ffi: Jacob Hinderer 

DATE: 8 Harch 1773 

VICINITY: Livingston's Hanor, 
Albany City, N. Y. 

AHOUNT: . Un..tmo-vm 

NATION/tL ORIGIN: Unknovm, possibly 
Dutch 

Y.tWF'ESSIOl1: Possibly shoemaking 

TYPE OF INVENTORY: Death 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL DOCUHENT: 
Surrogate Court Papers, Albany County 
Albany, N. Y. 
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NAHE: r-tl.chae1 Hopkins 

DATE: 1 February 1774 

VICINITY: Amenia Precinct, 
Dutchess County, N. Y. 

ANOUNT: Undetermined 

}ffiTIONAL ORIGIN: English 

PROFESSION: Unknmm 

TYPE OF INVENTORY: Death 

LOCA·riON Ol<"' ORIGINAL DOCUI'-1ENT: 
Surrog:1te Court Papers, Albany County 
Albany, N. Y. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
. I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-I 

F:~· . (1::·., .. 
./'c· 

.. ·. 
: .... '- ... ~ . 

Q.~ 
._ttb'7 I a·· 'l.f ..:...__ ·~·· - -



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I' 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I. 7'" ~~ ;;_.,.,, 
I,..~ ( ;,l','r~, '_/)<" 



I 
I 
I 
I 
·I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I. 

c;., ,r> • 

1 r''' .'· · ·r ... tJ /'•' • • , 
,J .• , .,· ' k'.'/.' .. 1 

'•'-',."' ,·'•r )' -~~ ).,.•• 'IIF•Io 1 

./". . ...... . 
• , •••••• # ~ •• ~·:/· 

~?,no: •. , •. ', • • ,.r.·:: ·. ..··' 
·'!- /t ' . _Ci'\r 

.I 
lj" •. _,-At"' 

lj" ... ,, ~·· -~~, •, ,, .. 

1/' • .•··f'·• t'c .{ ..• 

2 
)' / - · .. 

-;· t ... ':.J /'", .... ~ _ ... 

., 

·" 

I'/. --

J -­
{. -

14 
I 

/.4 

I 

:) 

4 
,·( 

" 

I 

~1 

''( 

; .. 

i 

. '( ··-

;!':·---­
-.. ~.).? 4 ·, 9 

.... r"", .,< ,::. .. ·/ .·., 1
1 • -;n, ,, 

.~ ,-t~ •-' (' }- 't ·, .~ <;<"r. ~ ~·-

I. 
tf• 7 h 

I" ;If_ 

~· ~ 

tt· :1 

I • s~ 

I)• I J 
/ I I .. , ~ t -/ l , .... 

I .. ..ll't . 1 '(, • ' /?' ./.. (~fi· ., '. t' - II" . It' 

. / '. ' L /, ,/71-~:;ff!:i ~ 
11 

•• r:...-l~"'' '·i'tNf"M(.~-,.... (1· (;.; __ 

. ·~· 
j ':./'t I', '·I••" 

I .(~,. t· /. >' *'"'1.' '"I· 1/, I' 
;/:t\./1'; ' 

I 

f . "'n ~. .. ' ) /' 
/ /. , ..... 1-t .. ·~··' ~ t 

" / . . , .. (~ 

tf I C 
!! o·.9· 
" I . -
I?" /--· 

·' .. I 6. 
I/').- ;f -~·II 

- ·- y --

:,.j 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
.I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-~ 

• ,., 

·. 

=- .. · 

~: . 

I j· 
I t..,~-~- ~ 

)' ... ,.. 
\ 

1: 

t . 
r 

. ' 
l 

... 1 .. . 
~. ~: .. ' .... :.>· :. ; .... 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

. ~I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
.I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.. 
. .. 

NAl·lE: John Rider 

DATE: 26 Hc:rch 1774 

VICINITY: South East Precinct, 
Dutchess County, N. Y. 

Al'LOUNT: 

NATIOHAL ORIGIN: Possibly English 

PROFESSION: Probably farmer 

'l'YPE OF INVENTORY: Death 

LOCATION OF OP.IGINAL DJCID-IENT: 
Surrogate Court, Albany County, 
Albany, N. Y. 
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NAN:C: Jolm 0 'Farrel 

DATE: 7 June 1774 

VICINITY: Still1v-2ter1 N. Y. 

AJv!OUNT: Value of Goods and Chattle 
Undetermined 

NATIONAL ORIGIN: Probably Irish 

PROFESSION: Tenant farmer 

T.tPE OF HNENTORY: In sol vent De:btor.' s 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL U.1CU!-1ENT: 
Surro6e.te Cot~t Pa~ers, Albany Cou~ty 
Albany, N. Y. 
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NANE: Thomas Rocl0..;ell 

DATE: 15 Harch 1775 

VICII'HTY: Salem, The County of rlestchester, 
New York 

.ANOUNT: 217 Pounds, 17 Shillings, 11 Pence 

NATIONAL ORIQIN: Probably Englieh 

PROFESSiml: Farmer 

TYPE OF INVENTORY: Death 

LOCATION O:F' 0RIGii1AL DOCl'":·iE~JT: 
Su:erogate Court Papers, .Albany County 
.AJ.1 any, N. Y. 
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JI!Al1E: Joseph Purdy 

DATE: 3 February 1777 

VICINITY: New York 

AMOUNTi h54 Founds, 19 Shilling~, 10 Pence 

NATIONAL ORIGIN: Unknown 

PROFESSION: Possibily farmer 

TYPE OF INVENTCRY: Death 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAJ.~ DJCUHENT: 
Surrogate Court Papers, Albany.County 
Albany, N. Y. 
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NAME: Joseph Harris 

DATE: 19 June 1777 

VICINITY: Unknovm (NeVT York) 

AMOUNT: Undetermined 

NATIONAL ORIGIN: Probably English 

PROFESSION: Perhaps a blacksmith 

TYPE OF INVENTORY: Death 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL DOCffi1ENT: 
Surrogate Court Papers, Albany County, 
Alban~r, N. Y. 
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NAHE: Thomas Havilo.nd · 

DATE: 16 March 1787 

VICINin: East Chester, N. Y. 

AHOUNT: c. 230 Pounds, 16 Shillings, 4 Pence 

NATIONAL ORIGIN: Perhaps English 

PROFESSION: Shopkeeper 

TYPE OF INVENTORY: · Death 

l,OCATION OF ORIG!lJAL DOCUI-1ENT: 
Surrogate Court Papers, Albany Co~1ty, 
Albany, N. Y. 
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NA11E: James HcCobb 

DA'fE: 12 November 1774 

VICINITY: Precinct of Hanooe 
County of Ulster, N. Y. 

AHOUNT: 837 Pounds, 2 Shillings, 47 Pence 

NATIONAL ORIGIN: Possibly Scotch 

PROFESSION: Herchant 

TYPE 01'' Il\TVEHTORY: Death 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL DOC"lf:-1ENT: 
Surrogate Court Papers, Albany County, 
Albany, N. Y. 
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NAHE: Thomas Horton, Capt. 

DATE: 12 Jw1e 1778 

VICINITY: New York 

AHOU:f\;'T: 708 Pouncls1 12 Shillings, 6 Pence 
( $386.00 = 154 Pounds, 8 Shi11ines, 

0 Pence) 

NATIONAL ORIGIN: Unknm-m 

PROFESSION: Perhaps a tradesman 

TYPE OF INVENTORY: Death 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL DJCtn.ZNT: 
Surrogate Com~t Papers, Albany CoW1ty, 
Albany, N. Y. 
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NAHE: Noah Gri/dlcy 
'---' 

DATE: 21 September 1779 

VICINITY: Kings District, 
Albany Cotmty, N. Y. 
Farmington, Conno 

AHOIJN'r: 461 Pounds, 12 Shillings, 2 Pence 

NATIOlJAL ORIGIN: Possibly Dutch 

PROFESS'ION : Farmer 

TYPE OF INVENTORY: Death 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL D"'vCti1'1ENT: 
Surrogate CotiTt Papers, Albany County, 
Albany, N. Y. 
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NAt·iE: Thomas Fmvler 

DATE: 22 Aueust 1780 

VICIHITY: Nel-7 York 

AMOUNT: Undetermined 

NATIONAL ORIGIN: Unknol-m 

PROFESSION: Farmer 

TYPE OF II\'VENTORY: Death 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAl. DJCTJHENT: 
SUrroGate Court Papers, Albany County~ 
Albany, N. Y. 

. .I 
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NAHE: Samuel Hallock 

DATE: 7 April 1'783 

VICINITY: Ulster Cotmty, N. Y. 

AHOm1T: Ui1determined 

NATIONAL ORIGIN: Possibly Dutch 

PROFESSION: Perhaps a farmer and 
boatman 

TYPE OF INVENTOHY: Death 

LOCATION OF. ORIGINAL DJCU!·IENT: 
Surrogate Court Papers, Albany County, 
Albany, N. Y. 
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NAHE: Jesse Hubbel 

DATE: 11 October 1788 

VICINITY: Stilhmter, Saratoga Patent, 
Albany Cm.mty, N. Y. 

AHOUNT: c. 192 Pounds, 14 Shillings, 
3 3/4 Pence 

NATIONAL ORIGIN: Possibly Dutch 

PROFESS'ION : Herchant 

TYPE OF INVENTORY: Death 

I,OCATION OF ORIGINAL OOCU.t~JE:,TT: 

Surrogate Court Papers, Albany County, 
Albany, N. Y. 

.• 



I 
I 
I 
I ,.,. ··~· 

· .... 

I 
t. . .· 
<I·;., . ., ~ 
.,~ . . : '• 
'''.t . ;·· .; .. ·, ..... 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

'D 

I 
I 

·· ... 

I 
I 
I 

.. 
, .. 

._ ...... -

··. 

i/ 

./ 

.. 
.: • t ~ 

:~.:'· ... ~· .i l. 
·, 

.· 

;.,,·: .. 
/. -~ .... : ,~ __ .. _: 

-

.• . ".·, 
'-.."' 

.·~~ 

.. ·;._} 

. ~ 
•.:.: '!~ • . .. 

.. 

. ~ 

I • 

·,. 

_·. ;,. 

:~·:·: . 

·. 

.. 
~ 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

r' ... ·--,..--r__,.._~;:-.... ··-.,.,-~.-p ...... "~~,.- .. ;.;-·-::.--:-: 
J
r.:-rr r-. -..- ;-~~ ~..,....,.,- -,. 

• 

.·' ;::,:.~;·:_f22.~-.~.:. ;~ ~.-~?~-.t: '~~: 
--.. -~--·-- •• <_'; --:....,; 
,, .... ~ 

.... ~ ~ . . ~-, . . 
• p. )';""·7-'": :-·: ... _.._ ... · 

...... "-----

< . ·; ...... {·~ 

-· 

·:.---

~ ... 

l 
' 

I 
J 
~ 

-i . 

l 
I 
·' ... 

~ ! 
. ' 

'• 
·.l . 

'J 

' 

! 
. - -.. ·-1 -. 

"-~~ 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

•\ I ' 

. /-~ ;;il~--~ 

. -) , .. 
. ~· 

I 
I 
I L 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I r 

r 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

't·:'· 
., }~:~ .. 

I .:.. 
'·. 
•/ 

'. ( 

. '·.: 

I 
I 
I 
I 

,} . 

. .. ~· 
-~' 

....... ? ...... , 

--· _______ ---..l;... 

-:.\ (' 

.-_-. 

~ 

' . 

. " 
. - 't: 

.·.' 

. ~.-; 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ·, :--

I ' _..., ~.· .• n.,.,."' 

I .-. 

- . 

I 
--·-- .... .. ':' -- -4--

.. , -- -- •.? • ~ .. 

1- _ _.._' 

... ,-. / \ ... ~­
( ~...:;,. .o\ I .... -- "'-""---_...-

J .... --.. ___ ...... -- ------ ,. 

I· 
"o.t•{ 

I ,· .. 
'I • . ' -- ""<•_-...;.:• 

., 
' 

I /;' -· 
L ' 

I "·. -- ... ~-- --~ .-- ... .: .... ~ .. 
I 

I' 
'. 

I 
,• 

I 
I 

.. ," 

. ,,..- .. ,.; 

.... _.--... f':.l 

1". 

.......... ~ -~--

~-.--~~:~:·~-

~ ,:t 

·------~ 

I ., 

I 
I 

'. < l ·.: .. • .q ' 
: ~ !-- _'·-~ : ~l 

: j 

'·J I 

f - '• . . : I 
.._ 

I .<. ., 

1 
I 
I 
} 

' 

l ·j 
,C .. 

~. 

:.I I I I 

.~ 
j 

., ,, 
I 

·'• 
:1 

- "'· 

.. 

J 

r._4 .l<i 
I 

l 
J 
j 
j 
' ' .J . l 

'_j 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

'. 

...... - •• t 

. to. ": • •.~ •• • .. ":· ·• •.• 

ll . /'~: .. ,• .. 0. 
,. '-' . . . 

.... ;"'' ~. ,., 
/ ., 
• , • • ,:' •. , .: 1-1 

( 
/. f' 

•. • • 1 '.~ I t'• '- ' a. J 1 ' 

; [ . 
-: ./ 

f, ·.( '·)' l • '•l,/.;1 .... 1(.1. lJ 

t ' ··- ·, 

'It Jl "-7 ;'I . 

. ~/1 ;1;:., /. .. /. ;·,., . 8, ..•••. 
. 'Y - ,. 

• 

. 
l~:· i/t" 
. . 

. /tJ< I 
/ ·' '/ /•· (·. 

. · ........ ,_.,./ 
f·· -.P~'-·""v. ·c .. ,(..',/ . ~,,~~~.~, .. 

.. .... y~~ 

.. ·.""· '-' 



.I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
.I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

. ' 

I '· 

. l -t' ,r.. •• 4 "' 

I 
•.: 

I 

/ ... ~ .. 

' .. ,, 
I, 

• .... .. ~1 .• . . .~ .. , 

I 

' ' 
I 

\ 

'). I ·:·4' 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
.I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

NM1E: John ~leilsrm, Jr. 

DATE:· June 19, 1818 

VICDliTY: Stilluat8:..·, New York 

Al10UNT: Not specified 

NA'i'IONAL ORIGDl: English 
(Quitterficld and Neilson) 

PROFESSION: Tavernkeeper 

TYPE OF INVENTORY: Debt 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL IOCUHENT: 
Neilson Family Papers 
Saratoga National Historical Park 

This inventory is belie-ve:d to be a copy of an inventory of the 
goods and chatt1e of JoP_l'l Neilson Jr. made June 19, 1818 and entered 
as Exhib5.t F. S. v:hen a suit, appc:.rently for de'bt was entered in 
the courts. This inventory 1·1as found among the Neil:oon Papers at 
St.ratoga Natior~al Historical Pork by Historian John Luzader in 
April, J.960., 

Siilce it : .:!fers to goods a>1d chattle of Jobn Heils~n, Jra living 
in the t.mm of StiJ.lHa~.:.er (1818) 9 this is probably the sen of Jolm 
Ncilsoil ~vho came to StiJ.hrater from Nl!ri Jersey and married Lydia 
Quitterfield and built the Neilson :reuse in Co 1775o John Neilson, 
Sro Has the son of Sarr,uel Neilson of England <md Elizabeth, New Jersey. 

From this inverito~·y it is po~~sible to gJ.eon a little info:rrr,o.tion 
concerning the taste of the Neilson family. It is 1dse to ke3p in 
mind the fc-,ct that this inventory is one {;::.ne~:ation removed from tl:e 
farnily that lived in the Neilson house just prior t.o the battle of 
S:J.rc.tr,6a• T!:e taste rei;re::;~r,ted in this inventory rn::..y be interpreted 
1·iith Yalue against the taste rq.~resented in i!wentories of the nE::i~h­
borhood at an cariler date. The knm·:ied£;;.::: of the j_ncreasine; econo!':lic 
Hell beins of the .:'a.:11ily reflected in later ac5ditim~s to the original 
thre.e room house c:.nd t.his list of f&11iily possessions is an important 
factor to be used, is p:::-cper evaluation of this document to discern 
its rneanin~ in terms of furnishings cf the original Heilson House of 
1775. 
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As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Department 
of the Interior has basic responsibilities to protect and con­
serve our land and water, energy and minerals, fish and wild­
life, parks and recreation areas, and to ensure the wise use 
of all these resources. The Department also has major respon­
sibility for American Indian reservation communities and for 
people who live in island territories under U.S. administration. 
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