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UNITED STATES AUG O snd
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR: 1963 | pu
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rew, Director
Asst. to RD(PA)
Saratoga National Historical Park Yrcgram Coord,
IN REPLY REFER TO: Stlllwater’ New York :IS:: (i{‘e:.:. :i)rl:-pAdm
H30 August 8, 1963 ;};ﬁﬂ
m22 . L
)CD62]_5 B /Asst. Beg, e o
X§7023 ‘___é?ﬁsztﬁfzmm_thut+
zlural tiittory !
Memorandum gﬁ;?&:i;
Tos Regional Director, Northeast Region - ﬁmf e TR Yz
. N. P. & Rec. Area Pl
. . Plan. Serv.
Froms Superintendent, Saratoga NHP Tands & Warer

Subjects John Neilson House
As promised in my memorandum of August 5, on the subject matter, the Furnishings

and Exhibition Data, section 10, Part I, Historic Building Report for the

subject house is enclosed in quadruplicate, as well as the original and
six copies of.PCP B-25, in the amount of $5,000 as an estimate of

furnishings for the Neilson House. : Y o

I. J. Ellsworth
Superintendent

In duplicate
Enclosures
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR REGION FIVE ,INITIAL
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NOV20 1959 pan
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. Ree oS {:';J
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November 17, 1959 :SST. — /,7 &

REC RES. PLAN.
RANGER ACT'S

Memorandum P;19GM:4 ]
Tos Regional Director, Region Five 7 i 7 ‘S
N Pubi,

I : I iaseum - /
From: Chief Architect e PR TR O
Subjéct:_ Revision No. 1, Historic Structures Report Part I,

Neilson House, Saratoga. ;

The Revision No. 1 , Historic Structures Report, Part I,
Neilson House, Saratoga National Historical Park, which revises. the
interior finish of the house from plaster to the earlier finish of
whitewashed brick nogging has been reviewed by the interested
Divisiors in the Washington Office and is recommended for approval.

We concur 'with Architect Judd's recommendation that the:
chimney be covered with weatherboarding as detailed on sheet 3
of the HABS record drawings. It is presumed that this item is not

included in Revision No. l.
Oite._JeSam,

Dick Sutton
Chief Architect

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2)
Supt., Saratoga
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Saratoga National Historical Park

Stillwater, New York

November 5, 1959

Memorandum
Tos Regional Director, Region Five
From: Superintendent, Saratoga NHP

Subject: Revision No, 1, Historic Structures Report, Part 1,

Neilson House

A review of memoranda constituting the subject tevis}‘rw‘ﬁ
has been made as suggested in your memorandum of November 3 to the

Director, a copy of which was received here today.
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Subject to the recommendation of the Director, approval of

the undersigned may be indicated on the approval sheet.

0, ZEtbuurarth

I. J. Ellsworth

Superintendent
In duplicate
cc: Director (2)
Chief, EODC (2)
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

H 30
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
) ) . REGION FIVE [immat
Saratoga National Historical Park AND
——Stillwater, New York 0CT19 1959 | pare
RED, DIRELTOR
October 16, 1959 AT ey 479
A GPERRTIONS ¢
7 L] INTERPRETATION
Memorandum . ,
| BEC RES. PLAN
To: Regional Director, Region Five RANGER ACTS
il vy
From: Superintendent, Saratoga NHP -——~%:;,:$&:&
, Pub -
Subject: Neilson House Restoration 'ﬁ%@um
| Sec'y.
In view of the attached memorandum from Park Histtizén,Luzade:.,‘_

summarizing his observations and those of Buildings Restorat

™

onl.Spectatrst—
xr

Martin, who reported additional findings when preparing the Akilson House

for moving, it is being suggested that Architect Judd review the plans

for restoration in the light of these new findings.

The Neilson House was moved to its original location yesterday.

Ellsworth

In duplicate

Attachment

cc: Chief, EODC
Mr. Judd

Superintendent



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR H 30

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Saratoga National Historical Park
Stillwater, New York

October 16, 1959

Memorandum
Tosz Superintendent, Saratoga National Historical Park
From: Park Historian ~

Subject: Neilson House Restoration

In the course of preparing the Neilson House for removal to its
original location and for its structural restoration, it has been mecessary
for the Buildings Restoration Specialist to go into the house even more
extensively than had been undertaken before, This has resulted in the
exposure of some evidence which he brought to my attention., At first
blush, this evidence would seem to bear direttly upon the restoration of
the building, raising questions concerning the historic appearance of the
structure,

The first matter concerns the chimmey, The drawings of the
Architectural Data Section of the Historic Building Survey provides for
the incorporation of hhe fireplace and chimney within the walls of the
house, with the siding covering the rear of these features. The only
facts related to the fireplace that are currently available have been
fbtained from the doundations, viz, rock protruded from the exterior face
of the original foundation at the fireplace area, indicating the possi-
bility of an fireplace whose rear wall extended outside the wall of the
house, The existence of a raised plate adjacent to the fireplace area
seems illogical in the light of a fireplace that lay within the interior
of the house, These factors pose a question concerning the placement
of the fireplace and flue (inside or outside the wall of the house.)

It is possible that more evidence might be found around the ridge of the
"roof and the chimney well hole that will help resolve the placement of
the fireplace and chimney, :

The second matter concerns the interior finish of the house,
As has been noted by Mr. Gjessing and by you in earlier memoranda, white-
wash has been found on the brick nogging antidating the application of
the plaster, Mr, Martin has noted the presence of whitewash on nogging
in two bays, i.e., over the front door and to the right of the door
leading to the leanto. This does not reveal especially new information,
but it has raised a question in Mr, Martin's mind, as well as in mine,
concerning whéther the house was plastered at the time of the battles,
especially in view of the fact that John Neilson was absent from home

»



for four or five months of each year prior to the autumn of 1777.

LY E

John EF, Lu er
' ark Historian
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IN'REPLY REFER TO:

* UNITED STATES H30-DCA
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE [ REGICN FIVE \mmn
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. FEB1 7 19«9 szgg
FEB 16 19@@ VRES. DIIESTO'f ﬂ__jgw
“ieop :T: 2
X =Ly /,Z'V.,Z
Memorandum __\ ARig"'RES‘ Py A
RANGER ACT'S
To: Regionel Director, Region Five QA= '
Acting \\ P ony
From: /Director Nat_His

Subject: Historic Bulldings Report, Park I » Architectural |<Tiwoagm

Data Sectiqn_, ANe»i.}son House, Saratoga

Pubt, /

il

We have reviewed your memorandum of January 19 and bhei'———'me

copy of memorandum of January 1k to yoig. from Superintendent Eils

oxrthy

Saratoge, concerning the reservations to his approval of the Historic
Buildings Report, Part I, Architectural Data Section, Neilson House,

Sarsatoga.

- It is our opinion that the 'inclusion of the porch in the
restoration would enhance the appearance of the building. The
reconstruction of the porch is recommended in the architectural

section of the report and has our concurrence.

We also concur in the recommendation to plaster the walls

in the main room. The different types of brick nogging

found in the

structure, as noted in Superintendent Ellsworth's memorandum of
January 14, could have been due to the stages of construction in

in the final M

plans as alternstes. The alternates could then be omitted from the
contract if conclusive evidence is found before the contract award

which the brick nogging was built in.

We recommend that these two items be included

Justifying their omission.

0 I pre _

g Directon

OPERATIGNS and

Act | Dote |

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2)

Supt., Saratoga Lantds
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Saratoge Nationa]l Historical Park
Stillwater, New York

January 14, 1959

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Region Five

Froms Superintendent, Saratoga National Historical

Subject: Historic Buildings Report, Part I, Architectural
Data Section, Neilson House

In response to your memorandum of January 6 regarding approval
of the subject report, this will constitute my spproval subject to the
following reservations:

1. Since substantial and conclusive evidence is still lacking
as to the existance of a porch on the Neilson House at the
time of the Battles of Saratoga, Drawing NHP-SAR-3057 desig~
nated PRELIMENARY (sic) might well be revised to eliminate
the porch from the final plans until further research or
more conclusive evidence establishes the period of porch
congtruction,

2. Because of the wide divergence of opinion as to when the
house was plastered, or even when the brick nogging was in-
stalled, elimination of nogging and plastering from the

final construction plan is suggested., This may be justified
from the evidence that the interior of the bhouse mav have
been whitewashed prior to installation of the nogging, and
the fact that the nogging brick is different types and must
have been secured from different sources and hay have been
inserted over s period of time,

From the evidevce pregented in the report and in nemorands
of comment there are so many alternatives that may be dsawn from find-
ings that it seems very difficult to draw a conslusion except in fawor
of the vost brimitive solution,

T..J. Blleworth
Superintendent

In triplicidte
Copy to: Director

Chief, BODC
Note to Regional Director: This is your triplicate copy to indicate
copies sent to the Director and Chief, EODC




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Baratopgs National Historical Park
Stillwater, New York

Januvary 14, 1959

Memorandum

Toz Regional Director, Region Five

From: Superintendent, Saratoga National Historical Pa:

Subject: Historic Buildings Report, Part I, Architectural
Data Section, Neilson Housge

In response to your memorandum of January 6 regarding approval
of the subject report, this will constitute my approval subject to the
following reservations:

1. Since substantial and conclusive evidence isstill lacking
as to the existance of a porch on the Neilson House at the
time of the Battles of Saratoga, Drawing NHP-SAR-3057 desig-
nated PRELIMENARY (sic) might well be revised to elimipate
the porch from the final plans until further research or
more conclusive evidence egtabliches the period of porch
construction,

2. Because of the wide divergence of opinion zs to when the
house was plastered; or even when the brick nogging was in~
stalled, elimination of nogging and plastering from the
final construction plan is suggested. This may be justified
from the evidence that the interior of the house may have
been whitewashed prior to installation of the nogging, and
the fact that the nogging brick is of different types and
must have been secured from diffelent sources and may have
been inserted over a period of tine,

Brom the evidence pregented in the report and in memorands
of comment there are so many alterpatives that way be drawn from finde-
ings that it seems very difficult to draw a conclusion except in favor
of the most primgtive solution,

y

1/3.

Superintendent

In duplicate
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

N UNITED STATES H0D

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE REGION FIVE Tmmm
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. AND
. 0CT23 19533 DA
October 21, 1958 [ WA Rec_ oirecord Y171
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ADM.

REC RES. PLAN

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Chief of Design and Construction

Subjéct: Historic ﬁuildings Survey Report of the Neilson House,
Saratoga National Historical Park

The Architectural Data Section of subject ;epo;t gubmitted
with your ﬁemorandnm of October 10 was reviewed by the interes?ed
Divisions in the Washington Office, and is recommended for acceptance
and approval.

we appreciate very much the completeness of this report
as prepared by Mr. Gjessing, with historical data by Mr. Luzador.

The comgletgd HABS drawings qf this structure will be a splendid

éontribution to the collection in the Library of Congress. |
S

Thos. C. Vint, Chief of
Design and Construction

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2) Initial
Supt., Saratoga GPERATIONS and
Info Act Date
Lands

Engines?
2 -
VI :hn\,:l:tcht ‘wlaﬁ(
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -~ H30hwwm
Saratoga National Historical Park AND
Stillwater, New York ’OCTZOIQ E/A
| -1 REG. DIREGT iy
October 17, 1958 A ASST. B

i RS2
| ' '}9
Memorandum | ADM
| REC_RES. PLAN

To: Regional Director, Region Five

From: Superintendent, Saratoga National Historical Par

Subject: Historic Buildings Report, Architectural Data Section,
Neilson House

Attached is the signed ribbon copy of Mr. Palmer's memorandum of
October 10 received as a transmitgal memorandum for the subject report. It
seems that the copies of the memoranda and reports became reversed in envel-
oping, so to avoid later uncertainty it was. decided to inform you as to the
distribution.

Park Historian Luzader has made a careful analysis of the report.
His comment is attached.

M, Gjessing is to be complimented on the completemess of his re-
port and the excellent presentation. He has recognized the uniqueness of the
house, since it appears to have been built by a pioneer farmer, probably

.~ assisted by neighbors, as was customary in those days. As no similar structures
are known comparison with larger and moee elaborate houses had little value.

K\-"So.meﬂof__’che split lath fashioned from split lathing boards (rather than sawn

+ boards) found in the house is very rare in this locality and probablg else-
where. It would be well to have some of this lath replaced and left exposed
as an unusual interest item, provided of course that the main room is re-
plastered.

A number of deductions drawn from the investigation have alternate
possibilities which might have been stated. I share Mr. Luzader's doubts that
the plastering of the walls had been completed by the fall of 1777.

{

It is not clear from Mr, Gjessing's language, "other exposed sur-
faces of walls and ceilings the plaster appeared generally to be of an early
date and to be uniformly of a lime, fine sand and hair mix™, that a goodly
portion of this area was plastered in 1951, including all of the west wall
and a portion of the south wall,

It also appears that the evidmnce regarding the existance of a
porch on the Neilson House at the period of historic significance is incon-
clusive. The first indication of the house having a porch is illustrated in
Lossing's sketch of 1848. This might have been added many years after the house
was built. It appears from Lossing's sketch that the porch on the original



house had 5 columns, or more probably 4 columns and a pilaster if the porch
was built at the same time as the addition, or the 5th column or pilaster
(hidden in the sketch behind the addition) may have been omitted at the
attachment to the addition., I believe the existance of a porch should be given
more study, Then, should it be determined that the house had a porch orig-
inally, it is suggested that the south elevation, architecturally incorrect
as shown on NHP-SAR-3057, be revised to incorporate the 5 column spacing
detailed in Lossing's sketch. This would allow columns to be removed from
in front of the door and window, It will be noted that Lossing shows the
same architectural detail on the porch of the original house as on the addi-
tion, This, of course, is not conclusive evidence that both were constructed
at the same time, but is supporting,

In conclusion, I believe Mr, Luzader's comment is well founded and
should be given considerable weight in your review, I concur in his views,
especially with respect to the preservation of .theiprimative characteristics

of appearance, construction elements and finish., -
Ao

~ I.~J. Ellsworth
- Superintendent
Copy to: Chief EODC (2)
Attachment

o



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR H 30
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Saratoga National Historical Park
Stillwater, New York -

~

October 17, 1958

Memorandum
To: Superintendent, Saratoga National Historical Park
From: Park Historian

Subject: Historic Buildings Report, Architectural Data Section,
Neilson House

Except for a mistake in the date of Federal Acquisition and in lo-
cating the historic house south rather than north of the modern building in
1926 (page 3, par., 3, line 7), the report seems well and carefully prepared.

The discussion of hhe internal architectural evidence is presented
clearly and is comprehensive enough for the purposes to be served.

I do have some doubts that Neilson had plastered the interior prior
to the autumn of 1777, as Mr. Gjessing seems to believe. (see page 19)
If he did, he was a very busy man and fast worker., Besides farming, he saw
several weeks of duty with the militia during 1776 and 1777, 1If, as seems
probable, he built the house during the summer of 1775, he probably did not
get around to plastering it by the end of 1777. It seems more likely to me
that the noggimywas exposed at the time of the battles, the historic period

" toward which the restoration is aimed.

While it is clear that the building had a porch in 1848, I wonder
whether the evidence is conclusive that it was there at the time of the battles;
or was it a later addition? Were porches common to structures of this type
and in this area at that time? I don't know. However, I know of no other
house in this part of the country of that date and type that has a porch.

Of course, such houses are precious few.

Having viewed.the .beginning of the archeological examination with a

"degree of scepticism, I followed that phase of the research with considerable

interest. The discovery of old footings south of these uncovered in 1957
established the existence of early construction at that site. The mortar,
nails, 18th century spoon, and earthen inkwell, as well as other indications
of long occupation indicated that the site was used early and long. The
photographic sources substantiated the evidence uncovered, and the locating
of the cellar hole of the post-war house seemed to tie the location of the



historic house to the newly uncovered foundations. It seems that Mr.
Gjessing's interpretation concerning these features is valid,

I hope that the atmosphere of a frontier farm home will not be
lost in the restoration, that the primitive character of the house will
be fecreated, and that the house's integrity will be enhanced rather than
compromised.

NA t\%wﬂw

John F, Luzader
Park Historian

w1
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IN REPLY ' REFER TO:

UNITED STATES BT .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR | REGim—soe—r

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE o - Inmay
Eastern Office ‘ i s

Division of Design and Construetion r : o
Philsdelphia 6, Pa,

October 10, 1958

Memoreandum

To: ﬁ%gi@ﬁ&l Direetor, Region Five

From: Chief, EGDC

Subject: Neilson House, Seratoga Netional Historical Park

Attached are three copies of Architect Gjessing's report
on existing conditions end with a proposed design for restoring the
Nedlson House, Thisz is the architectural part of the "Historic
Buildings Report."

Restoration would include the moving of the structure back
to the original site, reconstruction of the front porch, replacement
and repairing of numeroug small parts and painting the exterior of
the house red. The principal features of this reporit have been
discugged with you and your staff in advance, We hope you will find o
it gatisfactory and that early approvals ean be obtained,. Historical kwwwv
research provided very little informatlion for the plans in this report.
Fortunately, evidence for nearly all detalls was found in the
gtructure lteself,

We would like to rebulld the foundations on the original
site by force account and move the old frame onto it as soon ae
posaible, While the present siding will be largely replaced; we
would 1ike to keep it on during the moving, Yo help hold the house
together, The moving can be done by contract; Mr, Judd advises
that there are competent bidders for this type of work in the area,
The structure ought to be completely enclosed before winter sete in
go that work can continue inside,

Among other things, please note that the egtimate includes
a large item for an underground electric cable and will require
supplemental funds to complete the job., The details of heating




_will be the. subject of a l&z%r{

Mt 0

Chief of D& 0 . ,

__ Superintendent, Sa a NHP - ~

_ Mp, Glessing, Virg nde NP w/copy of report
Mr, Judd, Lynchburg, Va., w/copy of report




Riitlw 'A |l

nisi.ua"

e WM ywye*

ai ;7orty Lk
NF «6»* "TO trr fiPPS» B Sir* * &% - "\ =
(>: Of '0o =
= ¢llic { S<ETF U AKxT S
- >t V
Y AF
»*, .c* VS m nv.. To» ’-o= Tev
icAT §T ®: Koo *w / » - "m U=
Vv a\r TV A
I Y&t Vi, oA,

T eV»l VT» g iC 4i-*

a» Vht n-gm? ?**jtr. ** * fadlad?; m» 3> 1 "6l |
*S\N ia@l ti"ak —;’a) ((*r«e * 0N>» ft=*
¢spw 41 lie: MMiy fer -aupcrswd «e«*

= "£RP w* i SVE<+

8%, .TuM ai jft<rw*** e-f .y
tu»  ** Vi - A s dafct, t ek, a*” in* <t
V#Hjfc GL ai7Vfl i» %tm Hawm ?*vujE iws *adK' v CE "¢«
e xwe mirefi—% “« N a» - * W f«rrAA
* ' et<-jitsi aniiC-r fe a» fMUKnNSft: .

SOFY 4HQB™™E. A Yo i «imft.

.t wii*t*Yacr» | f ri*otg )" »i*e

trai I tHe™-$> i0a8 fRIwWr mE£ eaA

isto 3ir QJ& "Hoe

O*fcT»t A* Kt
SR | Sl V-V

ISzl f \vmp




















































































G
L
RGNy

e













' ' HISTORIC BUIIDING REPCRT

' FURNISHINGS AND EXHIBITION DATA

3
Neilson House, Building No., 1

“  Prepared by I. J. Ellsworth, Superintendent ‘ August 8, 1963

The furnishing of the John Neilson House will be carried out in

accordance with the John Neilson House Furnishing Plan completea in

1961 by Park Historian Agnes M. Downey, National Capital Region.
Thirty-one of the 138 items recommended in the above Furnishing Plan
are in the Park Collection.,

The building, which is the only historic structure in the Park
dating back to the time of the Battie of Saratoga, will be so fur-
nished to reflect the historic period when it was used as quarters

. - by American staff officers.

The- interior of the Neilson House and its furnishings, particu-
larly the common roém, wild be viewed by park visitors through the
front doorway. This wiil insure protection of the furnishings from
damage and possible loss.

It is recommended that a study be made by the Division of History
and Archeology to analyze the merits.of several different methods of

jimproving the displa& of the House that ;ould permit visitors an
\ ’ unrestricted view of the common room and still assure its adequate
protection and interpretation. The method selected should enable
visitors to see the items on display on the front wall (inside) and
- over the inside of the doorway as well as a view of the rest of the
) ‘ room and possibly the storage room,
:

As suggested by Mr. Lewis, Chief, Branch of Museums, in his



>

memorandum of July 26, 1961 (D6215), to the Regional Director, a copy
~ of which was furnished us, and-Mr. Bachensky's memorandum of September
20, 1961, transmitting the above memorandum, a Project Construction

Proposal forAthe Neilson House furnishings will be prepared in' the

amount of $5,000,

(2)



