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During the lBOO's;n few far sighted peopie began to raise their
volces about the fact that historic sites associated with the decisive
battle of Saratoga should be'preséfVQd. In'1877,'praservatiun of these |
sites was emphatically etresaéd duriné the 1dOth anniversary celebration
of the Bgttle of Saratoga and dedication of the Syrrender Monument in
Schuylerville, New York. The fact was depiored tha@ nothing had ever
been done in one hundred years by the state of nition toward preserving .
the historic battle scene. On October 5, 1883; a comnitice headed by
Vra. E. H. Walworth of Saratoga Springs visited the Battlefleld to mark
gites for historic merkers. Seven tablets qf.grﬁniﬁe, three to five
feet highy twelve to eightesn inckes square, were to be place& on the
fleld. They were provided by pen-rous citizeus who toék'an interest
in perpetuating the glories of the eventful scenes thst once occurred
on the heights overlooking the Hunﬁon‘River.

Nevertheless, it was not until 1923~that any definite steps were
again taken in this regard. Inasmuch as fedéral and state governments
hed shown no disposition to acquire and safeguard the site, a group of

concerned. citizens formed the Saratoga Rattlefield Amsociation, Inc.
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‘ This organigation wse t*w out.grcm,h of action takon by the Roeheam
Chapter, Sons of The Amﬂricsm Revolnt.ion. .’a‘his S.AR, chmtar 1um- _
duced before their national anprea in “év of 1923, a uwlutian
eoncerning the preservstion of ‘Sgg,ra Lora -E?att,lefic;d end its relsted
historic sites. As a result of wamniutaon. tho Fpesident oemiﬂ,
Arthur Sumner, app: 1m;ed a cw'v.i*t,ee of 3a:en to taka stops toverd ,
forming an aamscolat!on vhioh would carry on the vork lnd pwuerv. 'bbul
historie grounis. After coneideration, the @omitte. deu&ﬁed in favor '
of forming an association end on August 21;, 1923, Mtclea of
Incorporation were tilad with thn %mtary of Stata in Alhmw, Row
York., The purposes of tbe Agsociation, ag sat fgr,th in the Articles
of Incorporaticn were as fcnwsz o

‘ "To stimlate and promots patriotim in all who owe lll.egumo
to, or dwellwithin the.confines of thr Undted States of America,
and by education ard dissemination of literature to create a more -
intimate knowledge of the struggles and sacrifices wade by our
forefathers, who are reanongible for the events which culminated
in the birth of ocur Republic and the oonsequent gwarantse of
froedom to every citisen,

To keeu congtantly before gl1 who ows nnegiamo to our eountyy
and our flag by written and spoken worde, and, by precept, the
glory of the freedom which our tere’athers seoured by their }
saorifices and which all mankind within our Republic enjoy under
the conatitetion of the inited Sietos and its several states. '

To acquire and hold title to land and property for the
purpose of fostering such objects end particulerly the land
gituated in the Coundty of Saratora, State of New York, upon
which the battlus were fo.ght which culwminated in the surrender
of General Burgoyne, October 17, 17775 axd to create thereof &
part to be known es the Saratoge Battlefield Park, and to ereoct
thereon suitable buildiay f which shall be .open to visitors at
all reasonable times." i ]

- In September, 1923, a tewporary comuittes met At the Vietory Casino,
Victory V¢llage, New York, for t}*e exprresq murpose of foming a ’ .
‘ permanent committee to plan ths celabratim for t.he ISOth mnivercm



of the ﬁattle of Sara't,oga_. nu 93eumfi chairman of the perment.
c?amittee was AmnxbW1 Burt.cvn u. uamow. me electod mcreury
was Dr. W. B, wcb-ter who w,.s alar‘ tm hizstoﬂan of The saratoga
Bnt,tlafield'l\smiation, Inc. ’.i‘naza~ firs§ cn_ ‘ten resolutions adopted'-
by tha ecmmittee was that: ' ’ L ‘ ’

"Lands in the dattle area of historfcal B’we % be
acquired and convermd'.ﬁnf.g & national park, ;

Ons month later .on Nov. 21, ."3.;7?’-9 Renfanin Ko Hnlbricig;, Vica~
Pposident and lttoma for Hm %nratova f’g,t.tleﬁ.eld Aumiﬂtﬁ.om Im..
Rcquired the title %o ,m Sar;a .m‘\ . wigr;; (?m) farqs, which
_amounted to 393.8: aore‘aé. . o ' | | .

In late Jamary, 1921, a Mﬂ(smmmmd hy Rapmmugiva Jaxes 8,
Parker and Spnetor Royal S. Copel,lan-d wey. inthd in Conmu, tbat
provided for & survey of the hattlef mm._ The Copeland- Parker bill
asked for 10,000 to be axpande’ for the rreaemtion md oonpihtion
of daba showing various posi td.cms and movenents of troops. Hou'var,
no action was teken on this LIl and 1t was allmd to die,

Throughout 192L the mcmhera of the Sammga ‘Battlofield Association
continued to speek at varicus com: .nmt orgmlaatione. trying tO arouse
mblZo intersst in preservines the h‘in‘aoric fielde at Bexis Helightas.

. In the November, 153, slesiion, the voters of New York State |
approved a £15,000,000 Park hon? isrue and the S.B.A. Inc. expscted
$50,000 from tida bond to be aveAlable to Scratoga Battlefields

In March of 1925, Assenblymen Burton N. Egmond attached an
emendrment on the State Parks bill which am:;z}ﬁt an apwopr&ation of
£10,000 for the Saratoga Battlefield. In .Ap.ril, Governor Al Smith



vetoed this b1ll. A second attompt by Esmond in June at a special
sesgion asking for £25,000,00 also failed approval.

Asasnmblywsn Famond, scon after these failures, spoke to the Ballston
Spe Rotary Club and related to tho membership his unsuccesaful efforts.
Hig enthuslagm reached one member in particular, the Rev, boioa Es~
Sprague. Dr. Sprague in turn spoke before the Mechanicville Rotary
Cyud ard told of Esmondts entlmaiaan; and efforts in trying toc secure
funda for the Saratoga Battlefield. Spragus hit pay dirt 4in ¥gohanige
ville.

Ceorge Slingerland, Mayor of Mpchani:ville, at the tizme was also
Pragidant of the Mgchmicvilla Rotary. Slingerland took up the
challenge and receivad support from his own olub and then began
sprasding word for State scquisition amd pmserﬁat.iou of tho field.

He spoke baefore all tha elubs in hia regich. Regolutfons ware
gacured from mayors, councils, automobile sssociations, the Amsrican
legion, Chambers of Commerce, Rotary Cluba, fraternal orgenigations,
Vatarans of Foreign Wars, Naughtors of Agorican Rgvolution, wumen's
clubs, Parente-Teachera Agsocistions, and, wmoat iuportantly, the pross,
particularly tho Naw Yorlk Timos and 1ts wﬁer, Adoll Ochs.

In 2926, the Wew York Stats legislature took action on the matter
of the Seratogs Battlefield, and imposed the work of acquiring md
resgoring the battleflolde of the Burgoyno Cwrpaign upon tha Consorw
vation Dgpartmoent, Chepter., 767 and 768 of the Laws of 1926 mnde
$50,000,00 avaslable for sequisition of the Conservation Commissionsy
of lands:

"that were of historie significanee in tha golonial
Pevolutionary and Seate formative period." ‘



and created a temporary advisory board on Battlefields and Historie
S&tex;, to conaist of the Conservation Commissionsr, Comnissioner of
Education, three resbers of the State Senate, thres memhers of the
Agserbly, and threo persons appointed by the Governor. Cne of these
arprinted mambers was Goorge Slingerland. The members were to serve
without pay. In addition, the law providad that the Conservation
Commigsiontr should present a staterent on the lands to be Acquired
arvt tho estinates of cost. Howover no land“waa 0 be purchased without
the oo proval of the advisory board.

Chapter 767 of the lmspof 1926 appropriated an additional fund
of $15,0C0 for the purchasa of ¥ nd and $75,000 for the i{mprovament md
rehabilitation of the lands then owned or to those to be acquired. It
also provided that no expenditures should be made until the ssme had
been approved b the Board,
I Deceamber, 1926, the Advisory Board made a recommendation to
the State legislature that $193,00C be arpropriated for purchase of
the entire Saratoga Battlefield area, and an appropriation of $75,000
in sddition to the $75,000 already appropriated for the development of
these lands. The Legislature adjourned in March of 1927 without taking
gy action on the recommendations. However, it did appropriate $150,000
for the celebraticn of the Sesquicentennial of the Burgoyne Casmpalgn
to be held in 1927, &75,000 of the appropriation was oet aside for
nonumsntising, This celebration was subssquently held in Ogtober of
1527 on the Battlefield by the State of Ngw York incooperation with
local, civic and patriotic organigzations. By all accounts, it turned

out to te & great succeas.



Algo in 1527, the State of Mew York scquired the TFreeman farm
ard thé Sarie farm from the Sarstoga Battlefiel)d Assochtion and
purciased from tho owners the Gannon farm (111.L8, acres), meking
tle total Stats heldin:s to be 651,96 scras.
the Advigory Board on Bgttlsfields, whoue chairman was Gqorge
Slingerlamd, in the sans yeor roportad thst the surveyors and sngineers
of the Congervution Dgpartment Tald the aead for acquiring approxmately
% 100 acres in addition %o the acresps already owned by the Statea
A bliMatrotuced in the Sgats legislaturo in 1928 providing for m
appropriatisn of $192,060 for the purchace of 2,08 aeres of land for
tho Seratoga Battlefield was glaghed by 2160,000 by the lagislature.
The act was subgoquently signed by the Governore
’ In DNecambor of 1928 in reponse %o sn Act of Cangross aprroved in
1926, which provided for the study of batilsficlds in the Ynited States,
Becrstary of War Nyight Tavis, in a psport to Frasident Coolidge, stated
thats
"Teeothe prelinminary investigaticn shows that It will cost
epproximataly §L,L0C t0 moke 8 survey along the lines necessary
Yor their comseweration by the Federal Qovernment s&p a Clasa I
battleficld. If Congress determines that they should be mo
comanorated, the proper method would %e by the astablishment
of a national military park. No survey or further investigation
will be made until Congress indlcates itz deairo in the matter
and auwthoriaes the necessary a.ﬁ;sopriation to make a survev to
carry its wishos into effacte ‘¥
It would prove to tcke tam yemrs for Congress to lat its wishes be imown.
In 1929, New York Sgate opened negotiotions for the acquisition of
600 aores of farmland on the Battleficld for State Park purposes. Toward

. thia end, the Sgate was Lo spend port or all of the $90,000 loft over



from the original sum of £192,000 sot aside for a State Park,

Anothar important ovent in 1529 was the celebretion marking
the 152nd anniversary of the Battle of Sspatoga, held on the Bpttlew
f1eld on Ootober 17. Although not ss extansive and involved as that
of 1927, the event again re~cuphisized th: importance of the bltbl.‘.
Glovernor Franklin Nelano Roogevelt wap present at the ceremony in
143 . His interest in preservation of Saratoph Battlefield was to hawe
profound effoets on the National Fark Service four ysars later,

By 1930 the movement towerd establishing the Battlefield as &
National Park berén to pein mosentum. Earlv in Fehruery, U.S.
Heprossntative Parker introdused a bill ('R 933L) 4in the House of
Remaenta;.ixres that wonld authorise the Secretary of War to ocondust
a survey of Sarntoca Battlefield for comssmorative purposcs. It
called for the appropriation of $4,400,C0 for that purpose. In a
report from Col, H. L. Landers to the Committee of Military Affairs
regarding this bill, it was stateds:

"In all 1likelihcod the war for independence would hot have
torminated wit' success to the new Natlon had 4t not beon for the
assistance given by France, This assistance was given only as &
result of the gurrender of the British Army at Seratoga.

This battleiield ig not properly the possesaion of any one
amu.‘_ X¢, should helong(‘t_,g the nited States and be developsd
as a national ghrine,® ‘2 .

The bill passed the House in April, the Senate in May, and was
gigned by Pyesident Herbert Hoover June 24, 1930, Its paaéage was the
* gulmination of seven years of effort by Hepresentetive Parker,

The following yoar Mr. Parker introduced a bill (HR170LO) 4in
Congrecs preposing an appropriation of £100,000 for the erection of a
monument on the Dattlefield in honor of the American Nead. This bill,

however, waz allowed 0 die In comnitiec.



‘ Then in 1933 the local chapter of the Daughters of American
Revolution decided to take up what tlsir Rochestor wmale gounterparts
had gtarted ten years previcus in Heshville. They presented a resolution
urging the Federnl Government to take over the adminiatraticon of Saratoge
Battleficld, to the Hational Congreas of the Dmughters that met in
Washingten, D.C, The resolutfon was adopied, and this inaugurated a
nation-wide drive to have the Saratogs Beitle alte made into a Nationad
Park.
Meanwhile, on April 9 of the same year the Director of the National
Park Sgrvice, Horace M. Albright, had the pleasure of riding for ssveral
hours from Shenandosh Park to Washington D.C. with Ppasident Franklin
Delanc Roosevelt. During the course of this ride, the Presidentty .
' interest in Spyratoge Battlefield surfaced when Mr. Albright related his
plans to bring the historic Farks and Monumosnts into the Wetionml Perk
gsystont
tHe did not wait to ask quostions, Wt sluply said that it
shovld bto done, and told me to iLake up the ;lan with his office
and f£ind cut where to submit our pagers at the proper time. Then
he said, "How avent Sprutoga Dattlefield in Sgw York?" ™ 1 told hiam
whet we krew sbout thet historic site, en! thst a billhad beon
introduced in the second sossion of tim Tlst Congress (H.E, 9LS8)
to create the Sgratora Notieonal Monurent, but did not smerge from
Comitters. I also told him that a report of the Var Department
. to Congrosa, transmitted Wy Presgident Hoovar in Dacember 1931,

‘ s contained a raccauondation it the Saratopa Babttlefield be stuiied
for roosibdle military nerk status. The Pregident sald that az
Governor o Wgw Yerk he lad rogom-anded that Syratoga be acquived
as a Spate park, bui nothing had heen dones Then he told me -
really ordared me -- to "zot bugy® an! have Sgratoga Batilefield
rede & national park or morument. Jyst & morent or two later,
with a ¢rin, he said, "Suppose you rdo sompthling tomorrow about
thias." ,

Neadless to scay, Mrector Albright worked very hard and by Jume 10, 1933,

‘ the ¥ntional Pert Service was churged with the adwministratior of historie
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and archeclogical sites and structures throughout the United Seates.
-E‘ivo Yeara later, the eftorts of those individuals and groups
who g labored so indefatigably toward atisining nstionsl park
status for the Saratops Battlelfield ana the wishes of the Ppasident
began to be realized. Cn June 1, 1938, the United States Congress
paaged PL. 576 which authorised tie esteblishmant of Spratoga National
qstorical laxit .

"An Act 1o provide for the ‘areution of the Saratoga Nationad
Hystoricul rors in e State of New fork and‘_fcr otheyr
purposes, approved June 1y 1530 152 State 6UB)

Be iu enacted oy the Senaie and louse of hepresontatives of
v Ipdted Seates of Amaries in Congress aessambled, {hat when
Wtle to all the lanig, atructures, and other property in the
area al Saraloga, New (ark, whereon waa fought the Baltle of
Spratogs durin: the War of the Hevolution, shall have boen
vastad in the United Seates, such area shall bLe, and it ie
Lereby, established, dedicated, and set apart as afublic mark
for the beunefit and ingpiration of the pecple and shall be
known as the Saratoga Neationsl Historical Park: Pyovided,

That such area shall include that pat of the Sapratoga Battlee
Tield now belonging to the Stats of New York and any additional
lamdie in the ismediste vieinlty thoreof which the Secretary

of Sba:Juterior may, within six months after the approvel of
this Act, designete as mecesuary or desirable for the purposes
of this Act. \16 1.5.Ce 880, 159:)

Sace 2. That the Secretery of the Interior be, and he ia
hereby, authorised to accept donations of land, interests in land,
buildings, siructures, and other property within the boundaries
of said historicel park as determined and fixed hereunder and
donations of fumls for the purchese or maintenance thereof, the
title and evidence of title to lands acquired to be satisfactory
to tle Becretary of the Interlor: Frovided, That he may acquire
on behalf of the United Spates, out of any donatei funds, by
purchese wisn purenasable at priccg deemed by hiu ressoneble,
otherwisce by condemnation undcer the provisions of the Act of
August 1, 18¢8, such tructe of lanc within the eald historical
park as may be necemsary for the complotion thoreof. (16 U.S5.Ce
sece 159a).

Sec. 3. That the a dainlstration, protection, and development
of the aforesaid naticnal historical park shall be excrcised under
tho direction of the Seoretary of the Interior by the Kational
vark Sorvice, subject to the provisions of tho Act of August 25,
1516, entitled %An Act to establish a Jational Fark .‘Sarv:lsg’ and
for other purposes®, as anended. (16 Usu.0'e g8c. 15%ba) ¥
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plop this asinaraby, 1,0 20.00 zepgs of W alopicaily iaportant

land owmed by tre tate of Nouw York wes aceopted v the Fderal
Goverament, a0 o o .artioan Por ada alstration ag a Ssiinnal 'y stordcal
far: :'a-oim born Teuruary T, 19h%. The State of kew Yory hao enacted
regirrscel legioloti-n in 1038, trangferrin {iv Spate-cwme? lands
corwrd etap part of Lthe batileMeld 1o 1 Yaderal ficvernment., Plaming
an- develoment of tha Park, haraver wag continus ! by the Stits of
Hewr Yearg, with the ‘lational Park SE;Z'ViCG funetioning In «n edvisory
ceoacity threuph 10ble )

A Civilian C-nzervation Corp canp wan asalzned to the area in
173, This unit furrished Leehnlcal hel as well as unskilled lebopr
to accomplish preliminary olanning, rosearch, archeolozical and
nlutorical irvesid ationg and surverslong; &1l » haps uweececsary in the
.fe:r*mti on of g maator plan fo.o cantral doveliosrent,

The Federal fiet of 12370 hat npovi e ¥ thab o asdition to State
londa, private landa as d-glgnated yithin 122 houwrdarics were to be
acquired, ™.evefove, acquisition of h'atortcal 1y importasnt portinng
of the VYegitlciileld mlwwnd

lthe Tanlanal Jerik Servies pencnte® bLue Per tor o ipisteaticn and
pretoection 53 3 Vaticnal Nsstorienl Par Frojeot, 23 was statad above,
on Febraary 7, 1501, [ stadblisivemt Lerawe a reality o June 22, 19L8,
by the nrovisions set Torth in VL 3L uvagse ) by the MM Oonepecs
and slpned L Prasident T~anme.

M it onccted Ly the Venate o Devse o) lepresentatives
of tle inited “4ates of Ayeriea in Conress assemdled, That,

o e poriose of comnlet’ i the estebliahwent of “aratoga

wrional Feotopleal rar<, ant to provide adequately ror ius

Dt e evelerment, €1 L‘.:; s ari ~ther properts which have
been zoq ired by the fodersl (o-eramerd purscant e the
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Soratoge National Hystoriecal Fark Aqt of Jyne 1, 1938
(52 3tat, 6(}51 16 faSelup 938G 159‘155b)5 are horeby sstablisghed
as the Spratoge Hstionsl Kistorlcal Parxy and ghall te adninige
tered as provided in section 3 of that Act. (16 Y.85.Ce 185%9¢,)
386, 2. The Spcvetary of the Interior is authorigzed o
accent all or any poprtion of the Ggneral Philip Sehuyler Mansion
roperty, real and poracnal, siteated at Schuylorville, New York,
cnmprising approximately fifty ecres, end also donations of -
alditional lant, interests in land, *»ildingc, atructurvs, and
other property in 3Jpratoga Gounty. The suthority to acquire
property, contatped in seckion 2 of the Aght of June 1, 1938,
may be utiliszed by ths Secratiry of the Interior in ”
out the purposes of this Aet. Inese properiies, upon acquizition
by the Unisd States, shall becoms a port of Saratoga Hational
Histooical Park, thi tosl arus of which hovever, shall not (9
exceed five thousand five hundred seres. (16 U,5.68. 159d), )

This law set 8 linit of 5,500 &cres on the maxinpyu allowsble sige of th
Fark, and in addition, Seation 2 authorived the seceptance of &1 or

any portion 92 The Schuyleyr House property at Schuylervills, New York,
not to exceed fifty acres. I3 also gave the secreiury the authority

to aocept mm‘mné of any additional lan, interesits in land, buildings,
structurce and oihar property in Saratoga County,

Tre Schuyler House with 25 scres of lamd was acquiresd Ly the Pedersl
Governrent on Harch 3u, 1950, aa & gift through tho zoncrosity of Osorge
Lowber and thm heirs of Mpge Jesale L. Xorshall, Ipterpretive sorvicegy
mintsnance and acquisition of the Duwrnishings for the (gneral Philip
Schuyler Hpuse are being provide:d and carried out by the C1d Saratnga
ﬂ;,otericll Agsogiation of Sehuwylerville, Mapw York, inc,, undir the terms
of a cooperative agrecment entitlud: "Cooperative agreement betusen the
Sgcretary of the Interio: and the Cld Jaratogs lEistori;:al Agssoeiation
relating to the preservation of bhe Ganeral Thilip Schuyler property,
Sehuylerville, H,¥. Untercd into on the Z1lst day of January 1953,%

(800 Appendix I)
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The boundary of Saratoga National Historical Park was authorized
by the Act of June 1, 1938 (52 Stat. 608). Pursuant to this Act, the
Acting -Secretary of the Interior, on November 22, 1938, approved a
boundary containing 2,600 acres. Over the next few years, all the
lands within this boundary, except one block ot. 1Ll; acres, were convepd
to the Fgderal Government by donation, most of it by the Siate of New
York.

On January 1, 1948, the D:lrector* of the National Park Service
approved drawing No. N.H.F. Sar 7007 which recommended an extension
of the boundary. Murther changes occurred on June 22 when the Establishe
ment Act (62 Siat. 570) was approved. This Act permitted inclusion of
the Schuyler property consisting of the house lot and lot number §, m
area of approximately 25 acres (not to exceed 50 acres). Also the Act
authorized the bounaary to include in addition to the land authorized
by 52 Stat. 608, such other historically important lands in Sgratogs
County as are within t.ﬁe 5,500 acre limitation.

On December 16, 1958, the AgsociateDirector approved a };oundary
status report enlarging the Park boundary to include gpproximately l,260
acros of which 2,432.35 acres are now in Federal ownership. The total
acreage within the boundary is 4,393.31 acres, thus there ar_é_}gg_q,gg
acfes in non-~Federal ownership. This land can only be acquired by

————

donation or purchased with donated funds. Since establishment,
,._—-M

d;;n;tiona have not been torﬂxcoming in amounts to complete acquisition
of historically important land. The National Park Service is presently
working with Consressman Carleton J. King, on alagislative proposal to
pernit the acquisition of additicnal properties with sppropriated
furdea.



The State of New York cessed opsration of the Saratoga

Patile Monument in Schuylarvilie, New York, at the close of 1970..
In July 1971, Congressman King introduced bill BR77h1l providing

for the establighment of the Saratogza Battle Monument as & Natiémfi
Honument. However, no action was taken on thia bill. The Natic;ml
Park Service recomnsnds inclusion of the Suawgn Battle Mpnument
as part of Sgratoga National Historical. Park and has accumilated

& large amount of support data from the State for this proposal

and is working closely with Congressman Xing at the present time.
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