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© 1ike? Were the lllacs that are grow1nv tcday, prese,t durin

The Ceneral Philip Schuyler estate was the~aita5éf7great: ~  
activity before, during and after the Revolution. ,Muah”af fhé«

activity dealt with the farming,:thé saw mills, a griétymillk;

and the first flax mill in the American colonies. The Gener'13'=\° '

had a "grand" house bullt on this property which he and his family

occupied when not at "The Pastures" in Albany. It was thls hause

that the British burned when retreatlng after the seccn& bat le .
at aaratoga. Soon afterwards a second house wa& ccns ruct
is the one standing at present.‘ There has been much cantravarsy

concefning the locations of these structures. The queation i&t .

Was the aeCOﬂd house built on the foundation of the first ha‘aaﬁ}ff

or was this prewent structure built in a dlfferent loaation” lé§f7”;”

there seems to be discrepancies in haw lcng it took far hi

constructlon of the second house to be ccmpleted Tha e
of the questions which have prampted the resaaroh in
report.ﬂ Otherfquestions 1ncludez What did th& land
property entail befere, during and after the R@volu‘

tyoes of trees and shrubs were exsistlng anﬁ what  ere t e g

the 1ife of the General? It is hoped through the 1nfcrmatianf §
brought out in this revort, that some of the answers to those
questions may be revealed. ' ',;‘ . F

A comment must be made at this time pertain;ng ta tha resaarch,

Not a great deal of information was to be had ragardlng the trees.
shrubs, gardens and site of the General's original hcuse after

exhaustmng‘the resources the Saratoga NH®* has to offer. It 18 felt '




a great deal of information would be gained from a m&jbr'&e% L

.‘» resources not yet available to this Park; ‘I‘hese resourma a

the Schuyler Pawers,whlch are in the New York Publia lerary and ;_;f

in part at the Schuyler lansion in Albany.' It is anticipatedk

that enough interest and‘enthu siasm can be mustered so tha
Schuyler Papers may be obtained in the very near future by ;{   ‘
Saratoga NHP. Without those Papers, vast quantitles of maﬁerial
(not available elsewhere) dedllnﬁ with the SChuyler Praperty will

never be known and many questions w1ll have tu remain unanswared.;

The 1nfcrmatlon to follow will be set up according to 'paelfic .

subgects., Most of the informatlon w1]l be glven in diract  uates
with authar listed and then a general comment will §racaed £9
each subgact area.

House Sites

. - That Saratoga esﬁate was bequeathed by the murderad owner o

 his nephew Philip (the Gemeral), who built a country mansion,
elegant for the times, near the site of the old one, and aucupied

it when Burgoyne invaded the valley in 1777. During that : :

invasion the general's house and mills were burnad by urgayne s

'or&ers. (B. Lossing, Pe 89) - ' . o .

- The manaion was rebullt immedlately afﬁer tna campa "y
a few rods from the site of the old one, but in a styla muu
inferior in beauty and expense. (B. Lossing, Ds 89) ~

~ From the field of surrender T walked to Major Philip Sahuyler s.f'
a grandson of General Schuyler. His house stands on the eppasite
side of Fish Creek, a few yards ln front of the Ganeral' ihich
was burﬂt by Gen. Burgoyne. -

_ After paying my reswe(ts to Major Sahuyler and his f LV
Frs. a&ﬂUJler walked out with me to the spot where Gen. Schuyler's
housge stood. “The length & ¢ breadth of the house was distinctly
,een, bwlng sunk below the adgo;nlng ground. (A Rayall?

- e new house erected at the close of the French war was plaoed
about 12 rodb west of the "old lilacs," and exactly seuth of
the present § chuyler mansion, belonglng to George Strover.,‘ .
(N, Sylvester, n. 261) o




Wt

- We passed the ruins of General Schuyler's house, which ar
still conspicuous, and hastened to the field where the Briti
troops grounded their arms. Although, in 1797, I paced it over
in juvenile. enthus1asm, I felt scarcely less interested on L
the present occasion, and again walked over the whole tract* o
(Sllllm&ﬁh {34 .

 These are just a few of the references that 00uld be faund‘lﬁ
which deal wmth sites of the Schuyler houses. They all seam
to indicate that the present structures is not on the alte of the
first house of the General, the one burned by Burgoyna. Therefore,
we can assumekt1at the foundation of the present structure could
not be the same foundation as the original house. Maybe theae

statements will help to clear up this controversy._;*”“

‘, As tc the exact location of the orlglnal structure mar
peclflc 1nformat1an is needed, but 1t seems very prababla that

it is the depr@ sion you notice lcokmng off to the right aakyou ?  "

,anproach the present bchuyler House from the walkway;; ~

Present House Constructlan

- Down on the flat, in the ang le between the mouth of
Fishkill and the Hudson Rlver, 'stands the mansion o Ma j
Philip Schuyler, which he rebuilt in sixty days - 8 neﬂs
fifteen - after the Burgoyne surrender, to replace '
which had been burned by order of the Brltish general
(J. Watts de Peyster)

embowera& in its grove of ancient trees., This~was ereét
. Gen. Philip Schuyler in the month of November,yl???._, in s
house was put up in seventeen days by the artisans of Gataa* army.
(J. H. Brandow, ©v. 373)
There ig much dicrepancy as to how long it took to build
the pregent house and there will ccnilnue to be until furthar

1nfarmat10n can be attained.




" the house are descendants of the large ones that once orﬁ

After 0av1ng my respects to Magor Schuyler and his

mother. (A Royall)

Grounds and Vegetation

It was the general's country ~geat (his town resmden&e bei ;
in Albany) until his death in 1804, and was still pre%erva§~
in its original form at the time of our visit, and aurrounded
by beautiful shady trees, many of which were planted by the
master's own hand. It was then the residence of George Strov&r.
Esq., who took pleasure in preserving 1t as General Schuy ar
left it. (B« Lossing, pp.89-90) : ,

Leaving the bridge we come next to the Schuyler man&imn,
embewered in its grove of ancient trees. (J. H. Brandow.

The spacious grounds in front were not so full of tre&S‘i, thevﬁ“ff
early part of the century as now. They were then arranged in
clumps and considerable svace was given to shrubs and lawn. At that
time a lawn ran unobstructed from the rear of the house e
eagtward to the banks of thecanal. (J. H. Brandow, 2nd edition,

pp.329- 330)

Sehuyler walked out with me to the spot where Gen. Schuyl. 8
house stood. His garden is also vigible, being near tha/houaat,,‘,_
and the rose bushes and lilies are still fresh and green. TF '
house in which Major P. Schuyler now lives, was built by the
General himself a few days after the other was burnt. Fo
lofty locust trees stand in front of the house; tw
were planted by General Schuyler himgelf, and two

. Lllac Bushes ;"
. , ‘ ‘ ,
It was them +the residence of George btrover. an.

great pleasure in preserving it as General Sehuyle
Even some ancient lilac shrubs, now quite lofty tre
and unsightly, that were in the garden of the old me

were. cheriﬁhed as precmous mementoes of the past.

the garden of house No. 2, burned by Burgovne. (J; H., B
edition, . 3%0) ' . _

The old mchuy?er mansion, whxch the rr@mch and anlans burned, »a

gtood east of the "old 1il " In widening the canal a few
years ago the cellar was owened,'and many relics obtained. The
new house erected at the close of the French was was placed about
twelve rods west of the "old lilacs,” and exactly sonth of the ,
present Schuyler mansion, belonging to George Strover. The lllac~ .
bushes themselves are venerable enough to be objects of -
curiosity. They were undoubtedly planted either in the time
of the first or the gecond bchuyler house, and muat cartainly

L 4




on the property. They can be cansmdered thevm"at si 

:vegetatlon on the grounds as 1t may be reasonahl to

be more than one hundred years old, perhaps one hun d ar
forty. They are evidently vigorous enough to last till th
second centennial of the republic. (N, bylvester. pe 261)

From the blt% and pieces of lnfermaticn and the illust tiana’ fi
included (they depict the grounds many yeara after tha Revo 1
it is difficult to come up with an accurate description cf
grounds and what they entailed, It seems that there wera a
good n&mber,of treeshoh'the grounds, many of which coul& hav
been Black Locust,kaw theré‘are today. The Blaek Locust trea

of the present are most llkely the descendents of the ones

planted by the General and hlS famlly and perhaps a few may,

even date bacx to the early 1800'3. An attemgt*wa

not very accurate. Some of the other‘trees;sﬁch_a$ §

if only they could talk"( , , ‘ :
@f particular 1mterest ara the “old lilaes“ stil

they ware thera during the Revolutian and pm&aiblei‘

If theae 111&3 bus he& were not the ones prasentain 1?‘ :
little doubt thaﬁ thmue bushew are the direct descendanta oﬂ he
orlwlnal ones. | J l

Many details of the gardens and plantings remain fb;beifbund.i;

Other questions dealing with the house Sites, howwlOﬁgﬁiﬁ¥todk  ;'P

for constructmon, etc. are vet to be answere& s&tisfaatc aly
It is hoped that the 1nformation ln thls reporﬁ briaf a ;
gave some lnsight into the history of the grcunds. If 1 e;PrOpertyf‘,

of General Philip Schuyler is to be ma;ntﬁmned in the manner cf




(B. Lossing, p. 90)

AT a
PR SOHUYLER MANEEON

o BN i
A TR T Lo S SRR

Circa

¥ oot

v R
o
g

T

oo

TRIDIN r g P kil i

H. Brandow 2nd edition, p. 3244 1919










BIBLIOGRAPHY

Brandow, John Henry, The Story of Gld arato a and Hlst r’;af
Schuvlervxlle, Sarato za Sbrlngs Robsan and A&ee.

Brandow, John ienry, The Story of OId Saratoga, The ngg yne o
Campaign to which is added New York's Share in the Revolution,

2nd edition, Albany, N.Y, The Brandow PrintlngVGompany* 1919. .

Lossinu, Bensan J., The ﬂudsan. from the Wildernessi efthefﬁa“ -
New York, Virtue and Yorston, 1866, o "

Porter, Sarah ﬁarvey, The Life and Times of Agggmggxg;L1>
Raolds, Iowa, Torch Press, 1909. L

Sylvester, Nathaniel Bartlett, History of Sarat0'&'00unt"*

- with Illustrations and Biogra hical Sketches,lf«‘ame> p4 G
Prominent Men and Ploneers, Phlladelphia, Everta and Er ign .

Stone, Willlam L., Visits to the aaratOga Battle~xrounda, Port 
London, Kennlknt Press, 1&9). (1nu1ucee visit ef J. dattf de Peys




CPHONAL FORM NQ. 10
MAY 1902 EDITION
GRA FPMR (47 CFRI 10T-118

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

wite's - Lrounds

ef Ranper, SARA

SUBJECT:  Editorial "oie

srt of the General Philin Schuyler Prpperty
i y"Uﬁim map, oom'minlnﬁ updated vegetative
DL s Jata ovdates @ 1951 he M‘bmx ltural map s
it Tocatinns., o

Accomranring
is o reneil

f:.}w

incliied
led onothe
¥ bga T ol
Wi e

Tindo
Tilace, not
ations of origin

stion on lesser v g&ata*l m, sue hcﬁn’
oripinal, as well as conjec tzral'
iplots and s* rmturea.

This map is loca ted in *“-ia.nrfar rmm stora;ve case , f1lead unde

5010100

it

Linda M. White
Summer 1 982




