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A Report on the History, Construction and Soolal Use of

the General Philip Schuyler House st Schuylerville (0ld Saratoga), N. Y.

1777 = 1837

by

Charles W, Boell
Pork Historian

Intredustions

The following report is submitted in compliaace with Associate

Regional Director Elbert Cox's memorsndum of July 5, 1850, requesting a

ressarch report on the history, construction and social use of the Genersal

Philip Schuyler House at Schuylerville (0ld Sarstoga), N. Y. This report

has besn based on all uuntaw@araxy and secondsry sources availeble in the

collections of Baraboga Nationsl Historieal Park.

I

Conbemporary Material Relating to the General FPhilip Sehuyler House

A, Destruotion of General Philip Schuyler's First House et Saratoga

On Oectober 10, 1777, as the American srmy began the encirelement
of the Britisha rmy at Saratopa (Schuylerville), N. Y., the British
army burned General Philip Schuyler's house and most of his outbuildings
losated on his estete st thet town. In o speech before Parliswment on
Yoy 26, 1778, General John Burgoyne heviang been sherged with destroylaop
property unnecesserily, geve the Yallaﬁing account of the ineident:

"l am ignorant of any such circumstence; 1 do mot recollect more
than ope secident by fire. 1 pogitively asgsert there was no firve by
order or countenance of myself, or any other officer except at Baratogse.
That distriet 1w the property of Mejor Geperal Schuyler of the Ameyivcen
troops; there were learge barrscks built by him, which took fire the day
after the army arrived upon the ground in their retreat, and I believe
I need not state any further proof of that matter belng merely accident,
than thet the barracks were then made use of as my hospital, and were full
of sick and wounded soldiers. General Bchuyler had likewise a very good
dwelling house, exceeding large storehouses, great saw mills and other out
buildings, to the walue altogether of perhaps ten thousand pounds; a few

s
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days before the negotiations with Gemeral Gates, the enemy had formed a
plan to attack me; and a large column of troops were approsaching to pass
the small river, preparatory to & general action, and were entirely
covered from the fire of my artillery by these bulldings. 8ir, I know
that I gave the order to set them on fire, and in & very short time that
whole property I have described, was consumed. But to shew thet the
person most deeply convernsd in that eslemity, did not put the von-
struetion upon it which it hes pleased the homoursble gentleman to do,

I must inform the house that one of the first persons I saw, after the
convention wes signed, was General Sechuyler. I expressed to him my
regret at the event which had happened, and the ressons which hed
socsasioned 1t.  He desired me to think no more of ity saild thet the
ocoasion justified it, seccording to the principles and rules of war,

and he should have done the same upon the same occasion, or words to
thet effect,"(1)

This statement is confirwed by the Journal of & young British
Lieutenant, Williem Digby who served in Burgoyne's army at Sarstoga. Under
the entry of October 10, 1777, Digby wrote: "We burned Schuyler's house
to prevesnt & lodgement beling formed behind :i.*l:; and ealmost all our remaining
baggage, rather than it should fell into their hands."(2)

Be Preparations to Construet Gewsral Schuyler's Second House at Saratogs

Colonel Richard Varick, a former aide of Schuyler and thenwith the
American army at Saratogs, wrote the following deseription of conditions at
Saratoga to Gemeral Sehuyler on October 12, 1777:

, "No Part of your Buildings bave escaped their Malice except the
/  Necessary & your upper Sew Mill which is in the Seme Situation we left it--
i/ ardly & Vestage of the Femces is left except a few Rails of the Garden." (3

On the seme dey CGeperal Schuyler, theun at Albany, wrote to Colonel Variek

agking him to aid him in securing what was left of his property et Sarastoga.

The General then conbinusd:s

"I sent up Tom and another servant to pieck up the ironwork of the
Buildings which the enemy have burnt. If you can possible procure some
hands to assist I wish you to do so. Iron and neile are at present so
very scarce and I wish that what cen be saved ghould be carried to the
Mill House at the Upper Mill whiech Major M7 informe me is entirely standing.
If T am not too indesposed I propose riding up to Morrow or next dey.s...

"y intend immediately to have my mills rebuilt and some house Erected,"(4)

o e
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Colonel Verick reported to General Schuyler on October 14, 1777, that
"Ag thers was a Cessation (éf ermg) I was notallowed to set your Servants
at Work Yet from political Motives,"(6) L
General Philip Sehuyler left Albsny for Saratoga on October 14 and was
prosent in eivilian dress at the surrender of Burgoyne's army on October 17,

1?'?72!” Following the surrender Schuyler then turwved to the task of rebullding

his home at Saratoga.

Ce Contemporary Letters relating to the Construetion of the House at Saratoga

1. Colonel Morgan Lewis (Quartermaster General in Gates' Army) To Schuyler,
dated Albany, October 20th 1777:

"I this Morming received your's of Yesbterday's Date and shall
endeavour to send you the things wrote for. Mill Saw files I have
none of pnor ean I procure any. shall send in Room thereof flat
Files which I beliewve will answer the Purpose.

"The Albany Carpenters mfuse going to Saratoge upon any Conditions,
beg you will advise me how xfﬁ?y Br. Flylton hes under him, snd how many
more will be necessaryeees™ 8 ¢

o
o

2s Col. Varick to Schuyler, dated Albany, Oetober 21, 1777:

"Your Favor of the 20th with the Model of & Bolt were delivered
me this Horning.

‘"I Agreeabls to Your Request I have procured all the Iron Work
for your Mill Except the Eye Bolts and 7 of the Bolts for which You
sent Model & Keys for all. These will be done this Day & shall be
disgpatehed to You in the Morninge.

"Colo. Lewis informs me that two Blacksmiths were sent to You
Yestorday, and whieh I supposs will be suffichent for your purpuse.siee

“Genl. Burgoyne & Riedesel with their Retinves are still here,
they give Nrs. Behuyler no. ssall trouble. w Lormers Dispatches
are not yet compleated, 1 believe he shell leave to Morrow if the

Weather be favorasble,

"On Saturday he mentioned to Mrs. Schuyler with Tears in his
Byes his situstion; = that he had received so muech Civility from you,
& epgsinvepeated by Mrs. Schuyler, whose property he hsd destroyved,
but pleads thet it was tho't necessary to save his Army. He behaves
with Great Politeness & sesms to be more free in Converation on the
Subject of his Campaipgn which he says has been ZEEEEXL & very Bloodly one
ag Even he kpows consldering the numbers of his Army. He ssknowledged
our Superiority in the woods & says he would have given all his Indians
Provincials & Volunteers for 50 British Troops. Ho values them at less
than & Ferthing per Cart Load.

o
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"Enelose you & letter from Mr. Hancock. It was opened by Gates,
whether aseidentally or not I know not = Major Rensselaer delivered It
to me open. Ithink he reod, It from Ven Schaleck Gates' Conduet is at
least Exceptionable in this that he did not enclose It to You with ean
hpology, but what can we expect considering past Conduet,

Mrs. Schuyler is very Anxious to know where you quarter, she
wishes you to take Mr. Riff(7)'s House & is resolved to pay You a Visit
a8 soon as her Cempany leaves her, & Matters ere arranged here...s

"p,Se Genl. Gates told Mrs. Sohuyler he had put some Things in L
your Wey, he had left You & Company of Carpenters. « We doubt 1t,"(9)

3s Js Lansing, Jun. to Schuyler, d ated Albany, October 22, 1777:

"I send by OGongt the Iron work memtioned in your Letter to Colo.
Varick, thres Iron Potts & the Box with Beythes-«The ftones 1 cannot
find, nor ecan any Body here give any informetion respecting them.

"Colonel Lewis informs me that he has sent up to Blackemithse
The Trowels are not yet complested.

"To Morrow is fixed for Gemeral Burgoyme's Departure...."(10)

4. General Schuyler to J. Lansing, Jun, dated Saratoge, October 23, 1777:
"The Carpenters under Cept. Theyre being ordered to Join Colo.
Beldwin, you will please to proceed to Schenectady and procure as large
& nunber there as you possibly can, also as meny Masons as you can gel,
I sm so much in want of Masons that Yem must allow them e xtraordinary
wages rather than not procure them."\11}
It thue sppesrs that Bchuyler was smploying Copbinental Boldiers
from Captain Thayre's Company, Colonel Jeduthan Baldwin's detachment of engineers
and artificers, to construect bis house et Saratoga. The main portion of Gates'
army, however, left Sarstogs within three or four days following the surrender
and Captain Thayre' company &lso arrived at Albany on October 24:.(13)Appawn‘my
Yariek, in hisg letter of October 21, had correotly s sbtimated the walue of fabes?
offer of assistance.
B« Jo Lensing, Jun. to Schuyler, dated Albeny Ootober 25, 1777:
"] am honored with your Favor of the 23d whichwas delivered
me yesterdey eving.
"I ecould not get eny Masons of the Town to go up to Baratogsa
except Wicholas Jarollemen who is reputed & good Workmen = He has

engaged to take with him his Apprentice, who he informs me is ssgood
a Mason ag himself.
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"I have agreed to pay him Sixteen Shillings per Dsy and his

hpprentice twelve. Enormous Weges but sbsolutely necessary teo
indues fem to works

"Mr. Glen of Scheneetady to whom I have applyed for Assistance

has promised to send two on Monday, nor can I preveil upon Jarrol&&m&n
$0 go up belforeseses e

"Genersl Burgoine propoms to set off to Marmm.u..”(w}

6. Varick to Sehuyler, dated Sat., October 25, 1777:

Te

Be

"Yesterday I was honored with Your Favor of Thursday (@cﬂ:« 2%
am happy to hear the Iron Work is come safe to Hande

"The Clevisses & pins were to have been sent off Yesterday,
but the Bervants neglected calling for them at the Blacksmiths
Shop they will be sent on this Daye

"Genl, Burgoyne & his Suilte are still here Wor is it certain
that they will go to Morrow. We are diseppoipted Lrom Dey to Day.

"irs. Sehuyler Sxas & Great Deal of Trouble with them, apnd .~
hor Berventsicess 4 -

Laneing to Sehuyler, dated Albany, October 27th, 1777:

"As Colonel Varieck informs me that you will be inwent of more
Mesons then you mention in your Letter to me and ag I find it ime
practicable te progure auy here I shall instently set off for
Schensctady and endeavor to send you four or five in additbn to
those already agreed with. The Rein which we have had all Day
has hitherto detained the two that were to go from here; but they
will go of'f on the Morrow.

UGeneral Burgoine & Tmtm heave &t last decsmped » They sett
off early this Morningesess"

e
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Lensing to Schuyler, Letler deted Albeny, October 29, 1777:

"1 send you by the Bearer two British Soldier whoere Masons
by Trede and prisoners = These 1 procured by the Intervertion of |
Genersl Fhilips (Phillipg), who by giving them permission to enter
your Employ hes removed their Soruples respecting the Safety of
that Wessure., The others 1 sould nob preweil to go voluntarily.
"The Bew Mill Keys, which Mrs. Schuyler informs me wers not
come to Hend on Baturdey, were put in the Cart whieh Dieck drove,
end I dowt sre found before now, however to prevent your being at
& loss I have directed Mr. ¥ynderse to have & Couple more mede,
end shall send them ag soon as finished. The Trowels I ¢annot
get mede until to lorrow as & Nuber of Horses whichrequire Bhoeing
and whichere directed te preceed all other work are now st the Shops.
PLast Night 1 geve orders to your Guard to hold themselves in
Readiness to go off to Deys Iws met this Morning by Colonel Van
Sehelek who informe we thet he had beer sdvised of those ovders, and
acgueinted me thet Gerersl Gates had directed thet none of the Trocps
ghould be suffered to leave The Town, end that he had in express Terms

o= Gow
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prohibited the Guardirowm MHerching - Upon receiving this Information
I immediately applied to Genersl Gates and requested him to counter
mand hiz order = in Answer, he cbserved that the Hen conposing the
Guard were destitute of Cloathings that their pay had not been
gotbtled for some Tiwe pust snd thet Colonel Ven Behelekwes very
anxious that they should refoin the Regiment; thet for those Reasons
he would be necessitated to order the Guard te join Colo. Van Schaick's
Begiment snd send up & Captein spd fifty Men to Baratops Yo relieve
such &8s were there = 1 endesvored to obviate the Diffieulties he
stated; but to no purpose = His Determivation ig fixed.  1In conse-
quence, I shppose he will order some of the Easterns for the purpose.

e Rifle-men end Light Infentry being encemped on the Hill
back of the House render the Tenure on which the potateoes eare held
exceeding prewsrious = Mrs, Schuyler has detsined the Servspts for
the purpose of seeuring them. ;

“The Servents will be sent up to Morrow. Your fenecing on the
Hill is mostly approprieted by the Troops and applyed to sheltering
them, and all that can be obtained from the officers is & promise that
they will not suffer the Materials to be burned or destroyedes.."

"General Burgoyne Sulte end Visitors have entirely discomposed
the Aconamy of the Femily and have given mo swall degree of Trouble
to Mrs. Schuyler. They intend to stey till Wednesday

Y8 Blackemith o ccompanies the Masons - I gend you the Keys by
the Bearer= Twe of the Guardg go with the Mesons for Fear they should
repent of their Bargain."(16

9e Variek to Schuyler, dated Albany Octcher 30, 1777:

"Your very plite favor of the 25th Inst. wes delivered me on
Monday. = since which the weather has been so bolsterous that no

opportunity had offered to write to Youe-

"In consequence of your Letter Ir. Lensing set out for Schensctady
immediately, there he found Colo. Yates who had slready proocured two &
Mr. Lansing procured two More, I hope they will be with You this Dey,
if not already there.«The two in Town seem very loath to move, however
T shell importune thewm,

"Jesherm{?) says he gave the Iron Work in Charge to Colo Rensselar
& knows Nothing of the lron for the Seythes. = Some ere making & Mre
Lensging will teke them up. As elso some writing Peper. I will send
You more by Mre. Behuyler who will pay You a Visit in two or three
Daye. She is exceedingly enxious to be with Youe=

"Genl. Arnold is growing better wvery fast, he requests his
Compliments to You he is in Expectation of aecompanying You teo
Congress = He is mot satisfied with Genl. Getes' Convention, he
believes we might have caught them on more adventagecus Tgxmw than
than we have -

"During Burgoyne's stay here, he gave Armold grest eredit for

“his Bravery & Wilitary ebilities, s specially in the action of the 19th
whenever he spoke of him & once in the presence of Gates. Politlcks

. were very freely talked of & they were pretty free on the subjeets;

Burgoyne & Kingston were very polite, also Lord Petershem - his sid.~
Burgoyne thinke lightly of Skene,

= G




"The Weather has been so unfavorsble as to prevent my weiting on

Nejor Ackland I shall do It in the Morming & comply with your Request.e
"1 sm sorry that the Rain has impeded Your Building. I hope the

Cold will not set in soon to injure Your Workeeees

"Great Parts of Gates' Army is still here, they have destroyed almost
#ll the Fences in the Vieinity of the Town smong others You have &
great share of Loss.  Mrs. Schuylers Poultry & Gerdens have suffered in
Defiance of Every Order or threat, ,
"The Water is exceedingly high here & the Roads almost impagseble
whenwe shall get rid of the Soldiers God only knows.s.se®(17 *’/

10 Variok to Schuyler: dated Albany November 1, 1777

"Since I had the pleasure of writing to you by Mr. Lensing
ﬁ'l%*‘aﬁimg hew has occurred. The Weather has been so beautiful that
/" Mres. Sechuyler apprehended You would set out this Morning to meet her.
_”"  She therefore sends the Bearer to inform You that she will not set out
till Mondey when if the weather is good she will do herself the pleasure
to wait on You & will no Doubt be heppy of meeting you half way or
rather at Still Water. I shall & ccompeny her up & return immedietely.

"Genl. Arnold is growing better deily. As slso Major Acklsnd.
The CGenerel censures Gates' deteining the Troops, he says they ought
of Jjoined Genl. Washirgton by this Day.

"Gates is billwtt:&n& 1800 in snd e bout thie plage. It ereates .
great uneasinessieess” e

1ls8chuyler to Congress, dated Baretoge, November 4, 1777:

Schuyler wrote in part, "On the 2nd insteant two British Officers
on thelr wey to Capsda took ahwi‘k«w in & violent storm of rain in my
little hut, the only remains of all my buildings in this guarter.”
Towards the close, he stated, "In less then twenty days, I shall
neerly complete a comforteble house for the reception of my ﬁi‘mﬂy.”(m}

12.Varick to Schuyler, dated Albany, November 5, 1777: W

"igreesble to Your Request I send You the Frasmes by Peter Mellon
whioch is the gquickest Conveysnce I know of.«

"The Chimney s tands & Bars are now meking a8 soon as these are
done they shall be sent on with the ftove pipe, which Mr. Shepherd
is to pick out thies Moruing.=

"You suy the Bar 2 to be 5 feet long but mention nothing of the
Length of the other tWosees

"Mr. Rensselaer says he thinks he hes Hinpges sufficient, these
shall be sent in the Weggons with the Other Articles.

"Weither Seal Wex or Wefers are tobe had in Town « 1 enclose You
what 1 have. =

"I have wrote to Mr. Glen & Recd. an answer last Night. It shall
be complyed with. Inclose You & Letter from hime...my bwt Respects to
Mrs. Schuyler."(20) L

o




13. Morgen Lewis to Schuyler, dated Albeny November &, 1777:

; "Iwrote the Day before Yesterday a cknowledging the Receipt of
/ Yours and acqueinting you that I hed forwarded the Neils youw rote
for, likewise a Grind Stone, and & Box of Glass for Nrs. Schuyler.
i Whatever Material ere necessery to carry on the Buildings at Serstops,
I should be obliged to you to write me for.

"Colo. Hsmilton Genl Washingtons aid.....have arrived here on
publie Business, in consequence of which & Brigade is ordered to ijaisa
Genl. Washington, whieh is I believe less than they @xmaménu ¥
My Best Bespects to Mrs. Schuyler.®

4. General Schuyler to John Jay, M’tsed Seratogs, November 6, 1777s

/ "Bs 1 shall shortly be sltogether out of publie life, I am
/ sernestly engeged in building me & house at this plece, that I may be
as far oub of the polse and hustle of the great world sg poasibleices
my hobby=horse has long been & country life; I dismounted once with
reluctance, and now saddle himegain with & very considersble share
~of satisfection, snd hope to ecanter him on to the end of the journey
af 1ifﬁoutw0u
Vhet further buildings sre necessary mey be cheaply and speedily
erected, as the frame of the whole house can be sawed, boards and every
. other m&‘mri&}. procured at the cheapest rates. The new house, which
i I bepen on the let inetent, and whieh will be wnder oover, snd have
| 2 rooms finished by the 15th instant, unless the westher should
 prove remarksbly wet; but observe that it is only a freme house,
1 60 feet long. 21 broad, and 2 stories high, filled inwith brick,"(22)

15 lansing to Schuyler, dated Albany, Hovember 7, 1777s
/' "Iwas Yesterday afterncon honored with your Fevor of the 5th
/na‘mn*b, snd iwmmedintelywnt to Town to epndesvor to procure the Mesons
out of the Brigsde stationed here; but vould peitheyr find Geveral
Gates or Colonel Greaton (who commends Wixon's Brigede) at their
~querters. I shall this Morning wait on Gates for en order for four

v Yasone and send them up instantly, if they can be got. Those from
Schenectady lr. Glen informs were to set off on Wednesday, but leat
you should have received informstion from that Querter since the

~Dete of Mr. Glen's Letter (whieh, I think, was of the 3rd) I shell
vouture Lo send up those I an procure,

"The Bearer has in Charge six Hay Forks, & piece of smosked Beff,
two Tongues, and Mr, Cadmen's Diamond which he begs you to returnaes
soon a5 the glass is set.

"Mary is much st & loss as to the Disposition of the Mileh Cows,
which s re daily milked by some Raescal before the Men she szends for
that purpose get to them., Bhe requssted me to beg Mrs. Schuyler's

. Directions on the Bubject - Mary thinks it best to put them in your
E pasture before the House. 1 shall send over a couple of the Guards
. to watch the cows all Day and try to detect the thieves.

"The Bare for the Chimneys are not yet completed.

"Patterson's Brigade is ordered to join the Southern Army in
Pamsylv&ni&“ "%&y best Respects wait on Mrs. Schuyler. The femily

E

are allw all*




16+ Lansing to Sehuyler, Albeny November 8, 1777:

"Upon application to Genersl Gates for permission to take some
Masons out of the Troops stationed here, he informed me that he
~eould not suffer any to be drefted out of them but that if I would

§ go to Schensetady he would give me &n Order to Colonel Van Scheieck
. to deliver me ell the Masons of his Regiment = The Order bdng

| furnished I set off for Schenectady snd found that four had
 already been sent off = I p(m:):mr VgL»i‘;hrw more who will leave
Scmmemfiy this Morning,"

Al

B s

17+ Varick Yo Schuyler, Albeny November 8, 1777:

; "Hothing new has ocourred since Mine of the 5th. Except that
/ /Glovers & Pattersons Brigade are under Orders to march for the South
fJ Werd immedietely. So thet the Barracks begun et Ceyman's will remsin
o’  ag & Monument of Gates' Folly.-
? "General Arnold is growing better wery fast. He ig in Good
spirits, the be hed & allght Toudh of Lhe Goubeess
"They Chimney Irons are not yet finisheds I shall hurry them
as fagt ag possible. Miss Peggy & the young Gam%amin are very Welle
They join in Love to you and Mrs. Schuyleriesssse”

18. Gemeral Horatio Gates to Sehuyler, deted Albeny, Noverber 9, 1777:

"As the Holsts, lMajor Stevens bespoke at Your Sew Mill, for the
 Ordnsnce Store, tobe erected here, are exceedingly Wented; I desire
You will Order so many of the Batteau Men, Now at Baratogs, as are
necegsary to reft them down the River to Albany to be immediately
employesd in thalt Work,

"Ag there is great danger of Wood being wanted for the use of
this garrison, and the General Hospital, I must request you will
spare all the Battesux men you possible san froméhove, as we have
Scows in plenty, A great deal of Wood cut, and only went Hands
that are proper to transport it to the City. If more men are
wanted at Seratoga, Iwill send you a company or two from Ven
Schaick's Regiment = grgv&ﬁgﬁ“‘&h&y can be Quaerter'd until the
Barracks are built.™

18. Varick to Schuyler, dated Albany, Sunday Noon, November 9, 1777t

BeeveaThe Stove Pipe & Chimney Bars will be sent to Morrow or
next dey if the letter be ready.-

"As Charles has little to do with his Cart I shall send him to
Seratoge, especially as his every Look & Action svinces him to be
oo lagy to remaln here. Miss. Pegpy aund the Family sre vary wellaees

b
With Every Respectfull & Good wishes to Mrs. Schuyler & Yoursel#." 37} o

e
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24, Varieck to S8dhuyler, dated Albany, November 16, 1777, 1 OClock A«M.

/

"Your Favor of the 14th 120Clock wes delivered me Yesterday
Afternoon on my Return from Schenectady.

"Ag mo one of our Femily can inform me where the Baggage

Weggon is, 1 bave Directed Charles to take the Stoves in his Ox
Team which Mr, Lensing has ordered up.=

"The Leather for the Servants & the Cloth for Mittens also
go up in & Cask, & small Ball of Thread ie delivered inm Charge to
Matthew; ss there is not a sufficient Quantity of Thread; I shell
send two pounds of Flax &5 soona s It is pitched which with the Flax
& thread senb, will dos=

"My, Shepherd has not done the Saratogae Keittle Nor will Mary
part with eny of hers upon any Terms, She says she dare not do ite=
She#pherd has promissed to do It to Morrow provided he can get tools.
I shall press him to do it & when done, I shall send it in your
Baggage Vaggon.

"1 send both large Stoves, on a Bupposition that You prefer
them to the Small one, as I had no Direotions which to send belore.
I sent you thet which had not besn in use here lately.=

"ir, Glen informed me on Friday that he could get, the %&n@l@
Cutters, to nove Yet.»

"With most Respectfull Compliments to Mrs. .ﬁ%%hu){mm o

"Mr. Lansing tell me Potts has your Waggon."

25, Lansing to Schuyler, dated Albeny, November 22, 1777:

"Your Favor of the 16th was delivered mg on Jly rm&&y.
“Ag there was no Ratteen in the Zmiiam

/ a:f‘ it, taken Coating, which may perheps answw ’cbm purpose for

which the Retteen was designed. Con will deliver you ten Yards
of green Coating eand the Annusl Register of 1774. The Megazine
I sannot £indesses?
"Mr. Cadmus goes off on Mondey or Tuesday with him I shall
sond the Iron Pots, which Mrs. Schuyler requested of Miss. Peggyesss
"The Flour which was to be sent from Saratoge is much mn’b?ﬁ.
for the Hogs, what was sent down in the waggon being expended.”

263; Variek to Schuyler, dated Albany, November 26, 1777 10 OClock P.k&»:

f

/

/

/
“\/’f

"agreeable to Your Request I have ordered the Horses to be
shoed & send them by your Servant « By him You will also receive
the Trowels,

M7 have had the Iron Work sorted & picked out by Mr. Graham &
shall send for it to Morrow, = The Stove will then also be put up.

"The last Flag is come up from Wew York Yesterday, but Nothing
is come from Mr. Ludlove for You, Somethings, sent for by Lady
Aoland are arrived but am sorry to find the Porter & Oysters left

behind.

] Lo




"Genl. Gates informs me You have a Letter from Conpgress, We are
snxious to know the Contents, if proper to be eompunicsbed, whish
we expoct to hear by Mra. Bohuyleresses

"Genle Arnold hes been very 111 while I was at Sarstopga but i& now _
Juch better - his Bpirits seem tobe incremsed this ‘Evamg..n“( 4)

27+ Sehuyler to & Friend, dated Sarstoge, November 28, 1777:
"On the first instant (Hovember 1st) Ibegan & houss, on the

19th I had two rooms and Cellar Kitchen {in%ﬁh@d snd on the 50tk
Instent I shall discharge my oarpenters.” :

it i,
e

g

s

28. Verick to Schuyler, dated Albany, December 1, 1777+

¥, seelits Cole Wilkinson has been honored with the Rank of Brigadier
for earrying Dispatches to Congress of Burgoyne's Surrender. I
suppose he willb e Adjut Genle of the Americen Army.seee
"This rapid mode of promotion for the singular Merit of having
f earried Dispstehes to Congress is rather more demonstrative of
Weklkness in our publis Councils then of Service to the puwblie. lany
Gentlemen of mueh more Approved Merit then Cole Wilkinson (illegible)
are passed over in Silence.=While himself & patron have the Honor.=
"The knelosed Letter will inform You what Articles are sent
by Aathosy = I ecould pot procure #ény moye Shobt, than what 1 gendeees
A1l the Iron except 2 or § Articles is come home., those
Articles lay under the Rigging. Mr. Winne has Charge of them.-
"Your 8leep being srrived this Day with Wood for the Barrack
Master, for which she was impressed, I shall detain Charles to
unload her & have the Wood rode to Your House.
"Mre, Schuyler & Femily are very Well.
"Genl. Arnold has been very ill since Yesterday, Full of pain
& low spirited this Bvening.»
"1 shall set out for New Jersey on Wednesday or Th?ggsmy,
& hope to pay a Visit to our Army before I returiiveses”

This completes the list of a1l known contemporary letters in 1777
relating to the construction of the House at Saraboga,
In 1778, General Schuyler informed Governor Clinton in & letter

dated Albeny, April 17, 1778 that,

"Mrs. Schuyler expects to lay in sbout the first week in Meyeesos
Some tiwe wpo Il oervied s8ll ny Fawily to Barsbops intending bto have
resided thers altopether as soon e I should have vesigned the ﬁmpmmﬁnta
I held under Congress....l was determined in this Resolution in the
Supposition that Troops would have been posted to the Northward for
the protection of the Country but as not a single one is left I shall
be under the Necessity of drawing my Family from &hese, especially as
all the Country ebove me snd even below are preparing to lesve their
Habitations and will certainly do it, if no troops are sent there by
the first of next Month = I do not however mean to bring eway my
Servents wg I ghall e rect a piek «’h Fort round my House and let them,
if possible, keep it."(37) v

W) Gt




On June 6, 1778 Behuyler wrote Govermor Clintoms

E "On learning News of a considerable body of Indisne and Tories
7 gathering on the Herth Bram@? ﬂg Hudsgon Biver I have sent for my
/ children from S&reatoge....."\98)

The general withdrawal of the settlers from the Sarstoge area
soon foreed the authorities to stetion troops in this ares for their
protection. On June 30, 1779 Schuyler wrote to Jemes Duane from Sarstogs.
The letter contains no mention of the house but indicstes that the General

was egein living there. (39)

Generel Behuyler was aleso living at Beretogs in Decenber of
1780 wher the Frepch mutbor, Frencois Jesn, Marquis de Chastellux, paid
him & wisit. Chastellux, guided by CGeneral Schuyler himself, leflt Albany
and vigited the Beratopsn Battlegrounds and proceeded on to Baratogs.
Chastellux wrotes

"ifter surveying Burgoyne's lines, I at length got down to
the high romd, passing through e field where he had esteblished
hig hospital. We then travelled more easily, and I got to
Sarstoge at sever in the evening; and after a severe and thirty
mile journey, we found good rooms, well warmed, an excellent supper,
end had & gay and sgreesble conversation; for Gemeral Schuyler,
l1ike many Burcpean husbands, is still more amiable when he is
absent from his wife."

"In throwing your eyes upon the chart you will see that
Saretoge is situated upon the bank of & amall river, which comes
from & lake of that neme and fells into the Hudsom. On the right
bank of the Figh«Kill, the name of that little river, stood
formerly & handsome country=house, belonging to Gerveral Schuyler:

& large farm depending on it, two or three sawsmills, & meetinge
house and three or four middling houses composed all the habitations
of this celebrated plece..css"”

In diseussing Burgcynﬁ‘a‘r@tr@at, Chagtellux stated:

"General Burgoyne had scarcely reached the other side of the
ermwk,{ﬁﬁahwxili} before he set fire to General Schuyler house,
rether from malice than for the safety of his army, since this
house, situeted in a bobttom, could afford no advantage to the
Americens, and he left the farms (5).8) standing, whieh 18§ &t
present the only asylum for its owner.

wan |, S



"It is here that Mr. Schuyler lodged us in some temporery
apartments he fiﬁtﬁ& up, until happier times allowed him to build
another house,"(40

(Note = gee Williem L. Stons's interpretation of this letter
page 1§ of this report)

Ds Documentation Releting to Famous Visiters

oo

be

L

John Stark

Buring the summer and eutumn of 1781 General John Stark made
his hé&équartars at "Schuyler country seat at Seratoga,” utilizing
General Philip ﬁﬁhuyiar'w Summer Menor House.(41)

Weshington, Clinton and Hamilton

In June of 1782, Washington, sccompanied by George Clinton,
the first governor of Hew York &t&t@,‘while on hie first inspeetion
trip of northern New York, visited the scene of the Battles of
Serstoge end lodged that night, June 29, at Schuyler's house &t
@aé&bmg&a(4g)

Weshington visited General Schuyler for the second time at
Seratoge on July 26, 1785, sccompanied this time by Govermor Clinton
and Alexander Hamiltone(45)

Genersl Lafayette

In 1824, Lefayette, the outstanding Frenchmen who aided the
colonies during the Revolution, while on his last wvisit to this
country, stopped for a dsy at the Schuyler Home at Sarstogs, then

cocupied by Philip Schuyler, II, Geueral Philip Schuyler's @r&nﬁséﬁg(*Q)

Il. Becondsry Meterisl Relating to the General Philip Schuyler House

A

Lossing (19§2)

Benson J. Lossing, the suthor of a life of General Philip

Schuyler, mekes the following statement on Schuyler's estate at

Baratogesy
w]4e
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"Sehuyler spent the most of eipght months of the year, when
not engeged in publiec business, at his country-seet at Saretoga.

His town apd counbry housés are yet stendive, the former fronting
Schuyler Street, in Albany, and the letter (the one which he built
on the ruins of the older mansion, in 1777) on the southern bank
of Fish Creek, at Schuylerville."(45)
Stone (1895)

 Williem Leete Stope, subthor and trapsletor of nmumerous histories
and Germay dieries relsbing to the Burgoyne Campeipgn, 4id not believe
the Schuyler Summer House was built in 1777. In commenting on the
Merquis de Chastelluxts letter, guoted on pmgal# of this report,
Stone wrotes "This shows, most conclusively, that the tradition =
still current = of General Sehuyler's house having been rebuilt, by
Gaters® moldiers ipn ten days after 1ts destruction by fire is entirely
felge."

To further support his position, Stons then quoted the first
portion of Sohuyler's letter to Congress, dated “"Saratogs, November 4,
1777% (letter quoted on page 7 of this report) in which Schuyler
reports he entertained two British officers in & "hut" on November 2,
1777« Btone vonmentsy

"Of sourse, ie Schuyler's house had been rebuilt, he would
not have entertained the officers in & "hut." So much for
tradition, whieh, unless, cobroborsated by feets, written down

at the time, is a very poor guide to followe"

Stone meds the following stetement on the hi%t&ry‘af the "Sechuyler
Mension™y |

"At the s eme time, one of the most prowinent places of historieal
interest = go for pertains to the Hevolutionsry « iz Schuylerville,
and egpecially the Sehuyler liansion. As ebove hirnted, the latter is
situated sbout four hundred feet from the one burned by Burgoyne, the
first foundation being on a line with the western bank of the Champlain

Cenel, the r emainder of the substructure being removed by the cansl
excavation. The great Road to the ford passed eastward of it..«e

] G
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The fording place was in that part of the Fish kill or creek
opposite the ruins of the burned buildings of Reymond's steam
saw mill, and & short distenee enst of the squeduct. The
property had been inherited by CGeneral Schuyler from his uncle,
John Philip Sohuyler, who hsd been shot on the morning of the
29th of November, 1746, while heroieally defending his house
frow an atteck of ¥reveh snd Indians.  Shortly sfter the decle~
ration of peace between Englend and Franee in 1763, Msjor Philip
Sehuyler (subsequently General), wisited his landed possessions
at Seretopa, in which he not only often entertained Benjemin
Franklin and other distinguiched Awericans, butb #lso hoagpitebly
received as his guests many of the titled ndbility of England
and France. Although the General had e large and comfortable
residence in Albany, his country house on the banks of the Fish
kill was more attractive to hiwm and his feamily, and here nine
months during the year he was generally tobe found.

"Oolonel Strover, the late owner of this mansgion, and who
died October 6, 1886, was born Mareh 12, 1791, mesr Bryant's
Bridge in the town of™0ld %ar&*tagm“(*ﬁi
Brandow (1919)

The historien who hes given the most extensive trestment to

the history of the Sehuyler Summer Home at Schuylerville is John

Henry Brandow. The following excerpts are taken from The Story of

Old -Saretoga, published in 1919:

“ifter the surrender and departure of the British army COeneral
Sohuyler rewnined bebind to survey the ring of his preperty, and
melte plane for resurrecting his home from the sshes.  lLoeal bradition,
in perfeet spreement with the Schuyler femily tradition, says that
house number three (yet standing), was built by the soldiers of
Gates' army in sevewteen days. lany have doubted the eredibility
of this story, but the writer in his researches has found thet
which renders it altogether probable,”

To support hig position Brandow *&ban guobkes the first and last
portion of Schuylert's letter to Copgress, deted "Saratoga, November 4,
97T snd Bohwrlertyg lotterl John Juy, deted Ssratops November &, 1777
(8ee letters on p&ge'g o] gaf thisreport)s

Brandow then continves;

"It is fair to presume, therefore, that having quickly deeided

to rebuild he secured Gates' eonsent to use such mechanics as he could
find in the army. He at once set his mill at Vietory to work sawing

s ] B



rhahed with & prodiglous kKevesssns
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s e

the lumber, (there is no hewed timber in the building), set men
and teams &b the ecellar snd drawing stone from the hills; sent to
Albany for windows, hardware, trimmings, ete., and then when the
material was ready put as many men on the job as could work without
interference, and no doubt had the building hebitable in the
specified time. It was such e remarkeble feat in house-building
that the story of it would very maturally live in any neighborhood
for a leng while therealteriiess

"Deseription of Mansion No. 3. Only the main structure, 22 by
60 feeT, Was Dullt at that time; additions on the east side and also
the present kitchen were put on later, The cellar extends under the
whole of this part, snd is deep, dry and airy. It is divided into
three parts. The south end has in it a large fireplace, and for a
while was used as the Litehen: the center one was the wine sellar, and
the north end was used as a storeroom for provisions, bub not vegstables.
The vegetabls cellar was separate from the house and was located about
twenty=five feet from the southesst corner of the main house. The
floor timbers are of oak 10 by 12 inches in size and four feet &}?&I‘{:v
On evtering the house you first pass under the spacious veranda 10%
by 60 feet. One tradition says originally there was no verands, only
& Duteh poreh over the front door, with side seats., But this is
digputed. AL ell events dhers have b een s everal changee here, for
we have been told by those who can remember, that the first pillars
were round, coated with stucco, and that they were not so high as the
present ones by several feet. lMr. George Strover, after he came inbto
possossion, raised the yoof of the versnds bo letmore light inte the
upper rooms, end substituted the present square pillars for the round
onss. The main door is made of two thickne sses of plain bosrds laid
at right sngles to eaeh other. It is furnished with the conventional
brass knocker, but the hinges, and especielly the lock are wmwitwm
The loek is diron 7 by 15 inches in size and 2 inches thick and fure

"Entering you f£ind yourself in & large reception hallfl7 by 19 feet.
The ceiling is 9 feet 3 inches high. The originel stalrday, with its
landing and turn, was long ago replsced by the present enclosed stair-
cuse. The hall is flanked on the left and right by spacious rooms;

on the left by & room 18 x 20 feet used by the Schuylers as the dining
roomesessj on the right by the parloer 20 by 22 feet. This room is.
still sdorped by paper put on by Fhilip Sehuyler, 24, in preparetion
for the marriage of his daughter Ruth to Mr. T. W. Opden, of Hew York
in 1836. The paper on the room immediately above it wes also renewsd
at the same time., All of these rooms are beautifully lighted by spscious
windows whichretain the origioal small panes of glass. The great fire-
places at either end of the houvse are alse left undisturbedy in faot
the present cocupsnbs heve very sonsiderately sndeavored to kwep ths

~house in its originel state, that is, so far as necessary repairs would

admit. Back of the parler is a long room formerly used ss & guest
chember, and which wes assigned to Lafayebte during his visit here to
the Sehuylers in 1824."' Opening out of the reception hall to the sast
is s smeller voom whishweys used by teneral Schuyler and all his
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_room of the Sohuylerss...«This tler of three rooms with the rear hall

* early part of the century as now. They were *n

successors as an office. Between this and the guest chamber just
mentioned is & peassage through & closet; a door once led from this
to an addition or L which ran to the esast and whiech contained two b
gue st chambers on each fleor, This was removed after the property
chenged hands, In the rear of the (dining room), you pass into a
hallwey which lesds on the right to & baeck door, and on the left to
the kitchen; scross thie hall from the @im&n@ r@q@ is the school

and kitohen were{Jadded by General Schuyler, and are all one step °
lower than the floor of the main edifice. Passiug through this rear
hall to the north you come to the great kitehep,which is by no meens
the least interesting part of the house. It is 23 by 25 feet interior
dimensions. The opening in the fire-place is 7 feet wide by 4 feet
high.  The old brick oven on the left has beenremoved. Just to the
left, as you pass out doors, the milK-room was formerly situsted,
surrounded with lettice work and containing sunken places in the

gtone floor to keep the bubler cools

"Above the kitchen are four rooms. In the second sbtory of the
main house are seven bedrooms, most of them very large, and all pro=-
vided with smple vioset voom, Un the third floor is found Just one's
ideal of & colonial atbics..eln the north end of this attie is & very
pleasant and spacious bedroom with sloping sides. &ﬁ%wm Were
originelly f£itbed with large bress locks, bubt all save two were
gtolen soon after the departure of the Schuylers suess

A few feet to the north of the present waodwhcmsw(ff_‘mhw is now
gone, C.W.8.) formerly stood a much larger one. - In the second story
of this were the slaves' guurters. The present well is the sane
from which General Schuyler and all his distinguished guests sleked
their thirst. There were also several penstocks on the premises which
poured forth their waters in perennial s treams.”

"The spacious grounds in f ront were not so &%, trees in the
o7 jatranged in clumps
and considereble spece was given to shrubs and lawn. At thet time

the lawn g@@%n&b@st ueted from the rear of the house eastward to the
banks of the/ 8enal. The lilac bushes at the bottom of the excavation
gouthesst of the houss sre¢ descendants of the lerge ones that once
ornamented the garden of house Wo. 2, burned by Burgoyne. The children
wors provided with prest swings hung in the trees, and permanect see
saws nicely mede and painted dark green.

"The rebuilding of his house by General Schuyler was no doubt &
neceassry prelimivery to the rehabilitation of hisg busivess enbterprises
here, that he might have & place of shelter while restoring hie mills,
ete., which had been destroyed. His ressons for rebullding were mo
doubd, Tivet, becsuse he had faith in the ultimate succsgs of the
cauge for which the States were struggling, and was ready to prove
his faith by his works; secondly, because there was a great demend
in the country at that time for such merchandise ms he could produce;
sud thirdly, thet he might encovrage by his exanple the Tupitive
farmers to return to their homes.
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"In pursuance of this purpose the General moved his femily up
to Saratoge during the winbter of 1777-'78, with the intention of
residing here altogether (see Schuyler's letter to Govermor Clinton,
in Public Pepers of George Clinton, Vol. III, p. 1777)s But as the
troops were entirely withdrawn from this section in the spring of
1778, thus leaving the upper Hudson defenseless againest the ever
frowning north, he, with many others, did neot think it safe to remain,
and so retired to Albeny-egein. There he remalned until the authori-
ties awoke to the umwiedom of their action, whx s@@&diiy diddy
and reinstated the garrisons at Saratoge snd oth ig? as farther to
the norths After the Tories had kidnapped seversl’ prominent citizen
and had taken them to Canada, the suthorities ﬁhumghﬁ it negepsary to
detall twenty-four men as & consbant gumr%£§§ %%g?r&g %@hﬁyk@r, and
desplite the ghard he come peay belng eaptiurk iy ﬁwm@ ip Albenyesees
After resigning his post in the ermy he was much st Saratoge looking
after his business, but his time and ebilities were by no mesn wholly
devoted to the promotion of his own private interests. His withdrawal
from publie life wes not followed by loss of interest in the cause of
liberty, for which he still labored in season and out of &&&swn**&@.ggé

"The Two Visits of VWeshin $on In May, 1782, there came the
gretifying dntelligence thet Hing George was ready to tall peace with
the Mmericans. Thie of courss meant & cedgelion of hostilivies, fopr
which all concerned were quite ready, end duly grateful. The Conti-
nental arwy, &t thet time, weas encemped frow Newburg south et waricus
points aleng the Hudson. -Thers being no cempaigning on hand, Gene
Washington decided to spend & 1ittle time on & trip to the north. He
reached Albany on June 27th.....

"on the 29th, sccompsnied by Gov. Glinton, Gen. Schuyler, and meny
other dgistinguished gentlemen, he started for old Baratoga to inspect
the theatre of the glorious campaign of 1777. Brig. General Gansevoort,
with 40 volunteers, scoted as escort.  On the wey up they made s careful
saryey of the h&&%i %égf%gw @g@,ﬁdrwmym& and his leglons were venquished,
and bthen hastened nor he'’ ﬁcﬁmﬂ of the surrender. At that time
Haretoge was perrisooed by Wew Hempshire troops wnder the commsnd of
Genersl Sterk. These were reviewsd by Washinglon, after which he
ingpected the bloock houses that served ae part of ths defenses of that
past. That pight he ledged in the Schuyler mansion, end early the next
morning sterted for Bohensoetady.ees.

"The year and more that elapsed before the arrival of the definitive
treaty proved to be & long and tedious walt for the army. The bulk of
the forceswere gtill encemped in the vieinity of Newburge....Washington
found 1little to do 8t headyquarters, and being incessantly teased with
applicetions and dewpunds which he had neither the weans or powsr to
satisly, he resclved to seek a little respite by taking o more extended
trip to the north and west. He would visit other scenes of the late
wilitayy vperations, but be especlelly desired Yo learn from personsal
observation more sboubt the mwbural resources of the sounkry.

fhccordingly on the 18th of July, 1783, he left hesdguarters in
compary with Governor Clinton, Alexander Hsmilton and & few otherss
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Brief was his eteyv in Albsny this time. With his suite he hagtened
to the vorth, passed through old gﬁ%@é%& §%§t g;;ﬂyﬁ and on the
*@&Z Jight bostey treaversed
that besutiful sheet of weler, .. sprocestied o Ticonderogs, ..ol
thence to Crown Point. Reburning they came back to old Seratoga.™

head of Lake Ceorge, where ‘they enbsr g% :

Its Later Occupsnts = John Bradstreet Sschuyler.

Mihen his oldest son, John Bradstreet Schuyler becanme of age =
the Gepersl decided to egtablish hiw in busginess by plecive bin in
) full charge of the Sarebtoge estate, spssuring him thet it should be

hig to hold and possess efber the death of his father. We here
Insert the leltber from the Senerel o hiz mpivwhich he sonounces
his purpose concernivg the propertyissass
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"Saratopa, Descember 34, 1787

iy Desr Child:

"I resign to your care, and to your sole emolument & place on
whieh I heave for a long serigs.of yenres besbowed much care and sbbanbion;
oo amnd T evalesy Toshonld pert from 3% with many o severs pavg d41d I not
Yégwﬁ resign it bo my ohllds
“ "1 feel none now because of that paternal -consideration. 1t is

neburel, however, for e parent to be solleitious Tor the wenl of &
¢hild who 1s now to be gulded by, #nd in a great measure o rely on,
his own judgement and prudence./
e “Happiness ought to be the aim end end of the exertions of
32/ gvery rationsl creature, end spiritual heppiness should teke the lead,
in fact temporal happiness without the former doeg not really exist
except in peme. The first cen only be obtained by an improvement of
those fachllties of the mind which the beneficent Author of Urestion
has wmade ell men susceptible of, by a conseious discharge of those
saored duties enjoined on us by God, or those whom he has authorized
to promulgate Hie Holy Wills  Let the rule of your vonduet then be the
precept conbained in Holy Writ (to which I hope end éntreat voyu will
have frequent recourse). If you do, wvirtue, honor, good %%?%%Z@%§ﬁw

a punetuel discharge of the social duties will be the vertain result,

and an internal setisfaction thet no temporel calewitles can ever

deprive youw of.

"Be indulgent, my child, to your inferiocrs, affaeble and sourteous
to your equals, respectiul, not eringing, to your superiors, whether
they ere so by superior mental abilities; or those necessary distinctions
whieh sosieby hag eetabliched,

Miith regsard to your temporal concerns it is indispensably necessary
that you should afford them & close and continual stbention. That you
should not commit thet to others which you can éxecute yourself. That
you should not refer the pecessary business of the hour or the day to
the next. Delays are not only dargerous, they dre fatel. Do net
consider enything teoo insigificant to preserve; if you do so the habit
will stesl on you &and you will consider meny things of little importence
and the sccount will close ageinst you. VWheress proper economy will not

20




only make you eesgh bubt ensble you to besbow benefits on objeets who
may weant your assisbtance ~ and of them you will find not a few.
Exsmple ig infinitely more lasting than precept, let therefore #7474
your serveants never digcover s disposition to negligence mr*waﬂﬁw;! ?
if they do they will surely follow you in it and your affairs will
not glide but Gallop inko Rulne

"In every community there are some wretches who wateh the
dispositions of youung men, especially when they come to the possession
of property; some of these may hang ebout you; they will flsatter, they
will eringe, snd they will cajole you until they have scquired your
confidence, and then they will ruln you. Beware of these, they are th

@

surse of soelety, end have brouwght meny, elasl too meny to d@&trmﬁﬁiwﬁﬁ&

“Be specially careful that you do not put yourselfl under such
obligatione bo eny mep 65 that he way dewn himeel? entidled to
request you to become his security for money.  You sare Good nabturcd
and Gener#ous, keep a Watbch upon yourself, end do not ruln yoursell
and Temlly Tor ancbher.

"Directly on my return to Albeny I shall make vou out & Deed
‘of Gift for ull the Blacks belonging to the farm except Jucob, Peter,
Cuff and Bett, and for the Shoek and Uebtle, Horses, &o, &e., with &
very f ew exceptions. For all the farming ubtensils, household furni-
bure &o, Lo

"The crope of the last year T must of necessity appropriate to
the discharge of Debts, and they must be brought down in Winter,
except what may be necessary for the subsistence of your family and
to satisfy those whom you may have occasion to employ. This I shall
hereafter Detail.

"The logs now in the Creek will be sawed et our joint expense
and you shell heve half the boards whiech 1 hope will net vou somew
thing of Valus. We will consult on the best and cheapest terms to
beve thie dones

althou' for reasons which prudence dictates, I shall now not
give you a deed for any part of my estate, yet you ought to know
what of this fearm I imﬁg@ ”?ﬁﬁ‘ ou, and which I shall immediately
meke you by Willy it is 811J0% %the South Side of the Fishkill, end
a5 far down sg Col. Ven Vechbten's, sud ss far West sg b0 Inoloze
Marshall's & Colvertte fermss Begldes s just proporiion of all ny
other Zatebes. Butall the teneants now residing on the farm elther
or the South or Forth gide of the CUreek ere to pay thelr rents to me
and Pregerve the right of settling people on the west side of the roud
and to the north of the Little Creek, which runs by Xili&gg@ﬁ“ 'ﬁ&gﬁ
the blackemith.  For althe? you will have the voecupsnoey o.“@&ﬁfﬁ"\$
rest of the farm on both sides of the Ureely, vet that ow the North
gide of the Creel I inbend for one of your Brothers.




"Should you die before me, which I most sincerely pray mey not
happen, your children; if God blesses you with eany, will heve this farm
and such shere of my other Esteles as I intend Tor youy and should you
die before me, snd without ehildren, your wife, who is &lso my ohild,
will be provided Tor by wes In shovt, it is my intention to lesave you
without any exouse 1P you fall in proper exertions bo improve the
properiy intrusted to youp; and 1t ls with thet view that T so fully
deteil my intentions, end Give you this written testimony of them,
and thet no voworthy eonduct way indusce me bto chenge my inbentlons
i my hope snd wy snxious wisgh, and I heve the pleasure to assure you
that I believe when once bthe beebt of youth 1s s little sbubed, I shall
enjoy the sebisfaction of geelng you whet I most srdently wish you bto
be, & Good man and an honor to your femily.

*7 must however not omlt to inform you that the Income of all my
sstate sxoept what you #nd your Brothers and Sisters may setuslly cecupy
at my degease Will be enjoyed by your desnr Mams; she merits this atbention
in g most eminent degrse, &@%@.iggﬁyl even give her a power to change wmy
Dispogition of that part wf“myjﬁg dte, the income of which she will enjoy,
should unheppily the condust of my Children be such as to render it
neoegsary; but I btrast they are and will be so deeply impressed with a
Sense of the infinite oblipaticuns they are upder to her asz nob Yo give
har o moment's wneasiness.

M must onee more recommend to you as & matter of indispensable
importence to Lovs, to honor, end faithfully end without guile to serve
the Eternal, iﬂﬁé&‘%ﬂﬁ@%&iblﬁ, beneficent snd Grecious Being by whose will
youwexist, snd so logure heppipgss ln this 1ife and in thet Lo conme,
And now my desy child, T commidt you and my Daughter and all your concerns
to his Gracious and CGood Guidance; snd sincerely intreat Him to ensble you
to be s eomfort o your parents and a protector to your Brothers and Bisters,
an honoyr to your family, snd & pood clbizen. Accepb of my Blessiog and be
assured that I en vour sffectionete fatheyp

Fhe BCHUYLER.
TO JCHN B. SCHUYLER.Y

"The immediate occasion for making such & disposition of the Saretogs
property at thig time waes the recent marrisge of this son, Jehn Bradgtrest,
whioh event took plece in slbany, the 18th of September preceding. Parenbal
interest evidently prompbed him to thus stert the woung man in business thet
he wipght be the bebier able to support the dipgnity of his new position s
head of & family.

"JOEN B. SCHUYLER TAKES POBSESSION. Accepting with slserity his fether's
offer, he took i'rediate possession, with his young wife, only daughter

of the Petroon Van Rensselser = 'a most lovebls women whoe united in hersslf
the pood gualities of the most subetantiel femilies of the sarly Republic -
the Van Rengselasrs and the Livingstons."™ No portrait of her is gxibant

but tradition pletures her ws u brunetite, with an ovel f&m@"ﬁﬁa'&ﬁﬁu hair
and eyes. ﬁﬁr@@uﬁkﬁnd we.s 8 hendsome young Pellow, with blue eyes and

o wi ¥ © « E
flaxen emriyﬁkéwr (#Mes. in possession of WMiss Fenny Schuyler, of Pelham-on~
Sound. )




"Although brought up for the moet part in the city of Albany, and
secustoned To the uwsusl 1ile of & young man of leisgure, John Bradstreet
Behuyler entered on the 1ife of o counbry pentleman with much enthusiesm.
We mey suppose thet he ceme to Saratoga Wx%h the more readiness becsuse
yvouthful associations conbined with the romanee of the wers had greatly
endeared the old place to himes it also had to the rest of the family.
After his coming we ars told that "the interscurse with Albanywas kept
up regularly through the Paithful family slaves' who passed back and
forth like shuttles between the Ssratogs and Albany homes. For example
Pdimt ogoes down from Barsboga with an order 'for a feshichsble beaver hat for
Betsy', as Nrs. J. B. Sehuyler was celled by her family; salso twelwe pair

f shoes, intended no doubt for the housshold glaves; for every person of
substance in those deys owned slaves.

"Two sons were born hm Hre and Nre. John Bredebrest Schuyler at
ﬁ&r&tagm» The eldest, Philip, was named for his grandfather, the Generalj
the second for his maternal grendfether, Stephen Van Rensselaer.  Stephen
died in faney. Philip was & strong and vigorous childe

"The young proprietor evidently prosecuted the business, established
by his fether, with energy and success; for we find that he received large
orders for the products of the Baratoge wills snd farme, which were trange
ported to market mainly in the old way, on rafts and flatboats.

"DEATH OF JOHN B. SCHUYLER. The carser of this promising young men
came to a sudden close in 1795, &t the age of thirty-two. He had been
spending some time up the Meohawk walley with his fpth Fy P Bopirently
agsisting in the constrpelion of a waterway from Sch e ctidy to Lake
Ontario. His father, the [de he Inland Lock end

x@n&rwl was president of
Favigetion Company, whxaﬁ wd iy @hmrg& the execution of this imporiant
worke The CGeneral had from the start been & most zealous promotor of

the enterprise, whleh, ever sinee, has had so wmuch to do with the cone
mereial preeminence of New York.  Locks had just been completed at Little
Falls snd Fort Herkimer to help the bouts around the rapids in the Mohawk
at those points, and on the 10th of August he was to mest the Indians in
eouncil &t Oneids to ssoure the right of way for & cenal between the
Mohewk and Wood Creek, which empties into Oneida Lake.

"His son, John Bradstreet, evidently feeling umwell, started for
his rhome st Seratoga, where he arrived on the Tth of August. His wife,
with her little son, wes away at the time; femily tradition says in New
York, The fever which had beepn developing was thought bo have besp
aggrevated by showing & gentlemen over the battlefield under a broiling
gup. This wag in all prebebility The Due de La Rochefoucauldslianoourt.
(SeeSTone's Burgoyne Cempeign, p. 381.) The record of this sad event,
found in the Schuyler femily Bible reads as follows:




“hugust T, 1785, John B. Bchuyler arrived st his house in Saretoge
from-the westward, - Teken sick on Wednesday, the 18th, of u Bilious Fever.
Died %the 19th Auwgust, 1796, Buried in the weult of Stephen Ven Rensselaer,
Bags, ot Webervlist, 20 Lugust, 1745,

"Local tradition has it that his body was teken down the river ina
canoe, which is quite probsble. - The absence of Mrs. Schuyler, together
with the extreme heat, no dowbt acgounts for the sp@@&y removel of the
remaing to the femily wveult, ﬁﬁ??g?

5 "That wes & sed home=coming ﬁa,ﬁ{ § he young wife and the father;
for when they bede him goodwby, neit @édr&&m&m that 1t was for ave.

His sudden desth proved to be @&Q@&A&iiy dstressing to hig fether, who

had built on him meny high hopes.  That he was & young man of upusual

intelligence, stability of charecter snd influence, is proved by the fact

thet he had slready been elected as one of the trustees of Williams Lollege,

Megegachusetbe; that he bad been ohosen the Pirst Supervisor of his bown

after the new County of Baratoga had been erected; ard by the fact that

he was. gent Yo the New York Assembly in 1785,

"Philip Behuyler, 24, Philip Schuyler, 2d, was seven years of age
when his Tether, Jonn Hradstrest; dled. His grandfether, the Gensral,
was appointed his pusrdisn, who first plaeed him in s school on Staten
ITelend, under the charge of Ur. Moore, efterwards Bighop of Virglinie,
and later he was sent to Columbia College. During his collegiete course
he lived in New York, sud for part of the time in the femily of hig
valsnted uncle, Alexernder Hmiltongeis.s

"Philip Schuyler, 2d, selected for his wife Miss Grace Hunmber, sister
of Hone John Hugber, of Hunbter's Tsland, N. ¥, They were married in Hew Jork,
September 12th, 1811. -Bhe was & beautiful and loveble woman, end she willingly
left the charms of oiby Life for the quiet seeues and more ropiivtic 1ife in
the old historic home at Saratoga.* (#lost of the sbove facts relating to
d» Bradstreet, and Philip Schuyler, Znd, were token from the Schuyler HSE.;
in possession of Miss Fanny Sehuyler, of Pelham~on~Sound.)

TBeing en only ohild, Philip 3 oowueh of the Berstops sstete
as fell Lo his f&%h%¢ »@ﬁ; van Tor @&r @‘m;igﬁ along the ﬁu&%wm Biwers

He also inherited ft Hog Tether sand grendfether s large messure of bthelir
public spirit, which mhnifested itgelf through sn active interest in snything
that tended o preomote the publie welfare, mmiﬁmﬁiy sommon Tuxuries for the
people, or inwr@&a@ the comforts of living. He wss an enthusiestic promoter
of dnlénd neavigation, or the capal projects, whieh se stirred the pblic wind
of thisg State Trom 1807 to 1825, at whiech Intber date both Chemplein snd Erie
canels hed besn completed,

"It was through his influence that the grest canel basim was built at
Sehuylerville and elso the slip or back-get From the basin bt the rear of
the mills; end to guard against the evils of stepnant weter he cbtainsd a
perpetual grant to bap the end of the slip and use the webter for ruwming s
milly the sawmill now opersted by Nr., G. Edward Laing gets its power from
this source. <his is the only place where the State allows wabter to be
drawn from the cannl s to farnish power for & privete enterprises This
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freanchise way gecured not only Tor sanibery ressons, bub se part pay
for the #ight to pags through Nrs. Schuylerts estate.

"He sarly becsme interested in cotton manufacture, and erscted here
st Schuylerville the second cotbon mill dn the Stete of New York - the
old Borive, whish still s tends; thouph somewhet snlerpsd, w8 o monunent
to hig enterprise.

MIn 1822 his fellow citizens sent him to represent them sshssemblymen
in the Yew York Legislebure.

"Philip Schuyler, 24, and hies charming wife maintained the ancient family
reputation for hospitelitre  Bo long 8¢ 8 Bchuyler lived here open houye
wmg,% ok %yr every one who could formulete e decent excuse for orossing
th @‘ %%%%ﬁhﬂl@“ During the samer sesgp gﬁ%ﬁﬁgiﬁ house wag usually
thronged with guests from everywhere, afo nghm@%VW@r@ sure to be &
goodly sprinkling of notebles of every types

"7igit of lafayette. Perheps during the whole streteh of the ninetesnth
genpury the Sehuyler mansion wes never more highly honored thin by the
vieit of the Marquis de Lafayetie, the friend of Washington, the one
Frenchmen who made the grestest secrifises for Amerieun Iibertys On
his laghb vielt here, in 1824, hs wag vobed the natlon's puset, end wag
everywhere lionized end feteda s no foreigner since has been. Though

it was quite cut of his way, he tould not resist turring sside to visit
the 014 Sersbops home ol Geperal Bchuyley, vwoom he hed prestly loved,
and the scepe of the humilistion of one proud sy of Frence's anslient
foes

"Buch detelile of thie interesting visit as have been preserved we
here give verbatin from w mavuseript in possegslon of Wiss Founy Bohuyler,
of Pelham~or=Sound, Ns Y., & daughter of Philip Sehuyler; 2d.* (*The facts
which this ME38, preserve were pilven %o her by her-eldest slister, Rubh, now,
1900, B8 years of age.)

"The peneral ceme in the coach-snd-four which my father hsd sent %o
convey him from the town beyond. His gon, whowes with him, had & round
face and wore gold spectecles. His seoretary end another gentlemen filled
& gecond cervisge.  Lafayeblte reoelived the villegers, vwho had sssenbled
on the lavwn in froat of the hovee, with very courtecus bows, and spoke some
appraciste words.

"Being greetly fatigued fr%?w : @%urnwy, lalayette was ghown into the
guest chember (on the @mutﬁ@&&ﬁ‘&%mx§¥}ffir$% floor) where, having stretchsd
himsell on the bed, he slept for seversl hours.  Afber & colletion wes seprved
and before his departure, he stepped to the side~board, and while resting one
im0 ‘§z§%§%1ﬁﬂh&§ surfeace, with the other poured u gless of Madeirs, which
he AfBf% [to the health of 'the four generations of Schuylers he had known' =~
the fourth pensraticonwis represented by hiw host's three little deughters
{Ruth, Blizebeth and Grece). Just as he was about to depart, Lafayebte
lifted little Grece Schuyler up in his arms end kissed her. Afterwards,
being asked how she liked Generel lafayette, she seid:; "I don't like thet
men, his fece pricked me...."(The above-nentioned mahogany brass=mounted
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gidebosrd, topether with the higheposet ¥rench bedstesd onwhich
Iafayette gleph, are now in possession of the femily, et Pellmpwore
Bound, in the house ceeupled by Mise Feyny Schuvler there, ng are
slgo meny other imteresting pileces of Purniture onte used by Gen.
Philip Behuyler, ineluding e nirror, which is known to have reflected
the faces of most of the Revolutionary notebles, smong whom may be
wentioned General Burgovpe end Wis suite; also Genersl Schuyler's

gllver spurs, pocket sun-dial, pold pén and pebeil caes, double=

caged gold-embossed watbeh, sidver-mounted pistol -~ all used in his
wmilitary compaipgng. A high, mehopany hall elosk, Prench white warble
and gllt parlorclock, white -silk vest, embroidered in gilt thread, ebe.,
are salso in'possession of the Tamily there.)

"Hospitelity of the Schuylers. Quite early in the century Saratoge
Springs became the most, indeed the one fashionable watering place in
America.  Thither the bleooded auristocracy, the m&wch&m&;griﬁaﬁﬁy the
leaders in fashion end politics, flocked from all parts of the States.
One of the most popular drives in those days for those who had the
entree of the mansion was from the Springs to 0ld Sarstega(Schuylerville]}.
"Dinner parties were frequently piven here by the |Schuylers st the
then feshiopsble hour of three or four o'eleoek; the gassts returning to
the Bprings in the esrly evening. “Among such, one might mention Nartin
Van Buren, FPresident of the United Stetes, who hed become & warn personsl
friend of Philip Schuyler, 2d, sccompenied by his popular son, "Prince
John," as he wes then called.

"Peparture of the Schuylers. Bubt chenpes came to the old homestead at
a5t w@w&&pﬁw%gg WOrat Tinaneial panic in our nation's history was
thet of LE37. “%Qﬁ#@?'@ end wannfactures were prostrete; bundreds of
wealthy mercantile houses in every quarbter of the country suddenly found
themselves bapkrupt, snd the eragh wes donsummeted when the benks
uriversslly suspended spodie paymerte. FPhillp Schuyler, 24, 1like
thousands of others, was caught in this financiel whirlwind and swemped.
To meet his oblipations, the sncestral ¢ state was sold.

"President Ven Buren ere long, having need of & man of Schuylerts
ealibre in an dwmportant position, uwnsolicited, sent bim ss consul Lo the
port of Liverpool, Englend., /

"He was recalled (in the summer of 184Z) by President Tyler for
purely party reasons, and that after he had been orelly assured by him
thet he would be reteined et the post.

"4fter his return from England, Mr. Schuyler was st one Linme on the
point of repurchasing his old home end retuorning to Schuylerville; but ss
their son John was in New York prepering for college, Mrs. Schuyler preferred to
remain nesr hin and §w~®' ,@‘pgﬁmt was abbpdoneds  They {ipally built s new
howwe on w fine &iﬁ@,ﬁg%¥?uﬁiﬁg seventy sores of land, ot PelhapeorsBound,
& favorite regldence of Hew Yorkers, and within eegy distencé of the o itveesss




¥The Strovers. When the ‘pluce was thrown wupon the merket by the
aseignee of lr. Schuyler, it was purchased by Col. Ceorge Strovers Thus
for 188 years this property had been in the bands of the Schuylers,

.
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Sarstoge, in 1791+ His grandfsther had beeija s81dier in the French and
Indian wer. Pils fether, John Strover, bevsme g noted scout in the
Fevelutiony henee, with sueh antecedents, 1t wss sliopether matural

that George Btrover should be esger te serve his eountery in e gimilay
way should the opportunity offer. The war of 1812 was his chance and he
was among the first to enlist. It was in that war that he gained the
title of Colousl through promotion.

"Cols George Strover was born near B ﬁiﬁt)‘b‘iﬁg@ in the town of

"iol. Btrover becawme one of the lesdivp and most publie spirited
of Schuylerville's ecitizens, and enjoyed the highest esteem of his fellow
townsmen, because of his kindly spirit end integrity of charscter. e
was largely ingtrumentel in founding the old Academy, end in the erection
of the Bpiscopal churceh. And it wes st his hovse, the old Sehuyler Menelon,
that the first meeting of peatriotie gentlemen wae called to consider what
gteps should be taken toward the erectlon of & sulbeble monument to coms
memorate the glorious events of the decigive campaign of the war for
Independence. {?h@ first weebing was held in the Bchuyler house on
October 16, 185g] snd led to the organization, in 1858, of the Beratoga
Monument Associationd
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I1Y. Research, 1943 = 1949
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Ta the interest of bringing topgether of all inlermetion on the
Schuyler property for purposes of correlation and es e gulde to possible
future research, there ig presented below an asccount of research efforts
corried out since 1943.
he A Beport on the History of the Phillip Behuyler Home at Old
Baratoge |Sehuylerviile, N. Vle) by Guperintendent Warren Fe
Hemilbon. Uur copy is undsted but from the corredpondence

files 1t would appesr thet this report was submitted to the
Directorts Offlee in 1843,

Be Abstracte of Deeds %o Behuyler Property, General Schuyler's will
and Maps.

The abstract for the General Philip Schuyler Property was
made in 194% by attorney Relph ¥. Cooper of Albeny, N. Y.y and

was carried back to 1837 when the property was still in the hands
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of Fhilip Schuyler, 2d. ~ The asbstract indicates thet Jacob

Te Bs Van Vechton ascted ag assignee from April 27, 1837, to
depus ey 15, 18389, at whiech Yime the Schuyler sstabe wag purs
chaged by Mr. George Strover on Jenuary 2, 18%9. The Schuyler
Summer Manoy weg thus spparertly unoecupled for sboul btwe years.

In 1944 Superintendent Hemilton loceted the Will of Genersl
Philip Sehuyler.  Iv o semorandus to Coordipeting Buperintendent
Romalds, dated Februsry 14, 1944, Mr. Hemiltenwrote; "This is
to state that the will wes locsted in the Surrogete's Court in
Albeany County. It was recorded December 12, 1804, soon after
he died (in Nove)e <he complete will was copiedi....The first
bequest glves the grapdeon, Phlilip Schuyler the house and epproxi~
mately 2000 seres adjoining. I &m\mnd&&vaﬁiﬁg to locabe the map
of the peartition of Beretogs petent reflerrved to in the will bub have
not been successPul ag yebs  Leter on in the will reference iz made
to sn inventory but 1t is not dnong the records.  Perhaps it might
be in posgession of wmwe of the descendents as the originel will
is not on file sither. Also 4 good many years agoe & fire in Albany
destoyed & great meany of the records." In & memorendum to. the
Director, debed Pebrusry 186, 1044, Drv Hopalds sugpested that the
iwvenbory might be found smong the Schuyler Papers in the New York
Public Library. The inventory, however,has not thus far been located.
Mre Hemilbton slso obtained 4t thet tinme photosbatic coples of the
Hermon Van &len map of the estabte of Philip Schuyler, town and county
of Baretoge, N« Yo, 1837, which was discédvered in the Bhate library

at Albany.  The mep of the Baretopgs Partition was also located and a
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photostat obtained from the County Clerk's Office et Albany, H. Y.
This map ﬁMQW&‘Qﬁﬁﬁrﬁi Philip Schuyler's Property along boith sides
of the Hudson River from the Betben Kill to Doveget and divisions of
lots in the Towng of Serstopa eand Stillwater.

Barly Floor Plan of' the Schuylsr Summer lanor House.

Dr. Romslde also locsted an early floor plan of the Schuyler
Summer Menor House. In a memorsndum to ir. Hemilton, deted February 11,
1944, Dr. Ronelds wrotes

"Enclosed is & rough copy of a plan of the house from the
Sechuyler FPapers at the New York Historiesl Sociebty. 1t is on paper
not of the eighteenth century. The drawing in ink shows lines and
snbries originelly mede dn bleok ink; the penoil lines end words
indicete later sdditions. ~ I would appreciste your comments on
this plen as soon as poseible. Apparently the ipked lines are
of the origiml house. Note that the sixty-foot piazza sppesrs
to be anaddition st the time the bask rooms were added.”

Mro Bepdlteon replied in & menorsndun deted Febrwry 18, 1944, as
follows:

"ifter reviewing the plan end comparing it with the layout
of the present house and with some of the information given in
Brandow's "Story ¢f 0Old SBaratoge,” it is evident thet the inked
portlon indicetes the house ss oripginelly builts The tier of
roomis in the reear ng well ds the kitehen were supposedly sdded
leter by General Schuyler. You will recell thet they are one
step lower than the front part of the houses The eddition
apperently didn't all go "secording to plen' as the portion
lebeled Library, spare room snd small spare room is really only
one room snd the one dsed by Lefayette in 1824, 11 does not
extend any further to the resr than the office.”

The oubtside dimensions check with the original size of 60
feet along and Z1 bwoad as mentioned in Schuyler's letter of
November 6 to John Jay. - The dimensions of the original rooms
a&lso are the same as showp on the plan.....”

"Brandow is alsc of the opinion thet the verande was not built
at first and I undergtand that Sitrover later raised the roof of it
to permit more light into the rooms on the second floor." (S8ee Dr.
Ronelds to Regional Director, February 23, 1944).




& photosthtic ecopy of this floor pler wes obbained Irom the
Hew York Historiesl Soelety in &pril of 1850 and pencil sketeh of

this plan was furnished ‘the Repilonal Director on Mey 12, 1880,

s Yood Ehed of Behuyler Tanor Bouse

September €, 1945: Nemorendum to Supsrintendent Hamilbton{ rom

Coordineting Superintendent Ronsldes
"Mrs. Grace Ven Derwerker, Sarutoga County Historiun,

mailed 6 posténrd to the museun which shows the Schuyler

Bension with & maller house atbached bto the north eml of

e I hed pever before seen thiy plebture, vor hed I ever

heard thet this had been the ocase. TWould you please find

out sbout this apd let we know when the smaller howvse wag

removed.”

The writer diseussed the subject of the miswing bullding with
Wre Wiiliewm Me Buyder; Historien of Behuylerville on Decenber 1, 1880,
Hr. Spyder stoted, bto his koowlelge, there had never besn & bulldipg
sttached bo the porthern end of the kitehen, However, hs sould
remewber o swell bullding, wsed a8 o woed shed thet stood w few
vards north of the kitehen. The wood shed was destroyed by fire
gome time after 1900, (Bee also Brendow on the Wood Shed, Pape lgm
of Report).

The existeres of the woodshed 1s documenbed by three kKaown

W

o Brydey-hes in hisspossession two steresopbicsn

vhotographss
views of the Schuyler Menor House which shows the wood shed. The
views aro undebed but as they dlunelude pletures of Lolenel Strover
and femily, they must have been taken belfore Tolonel Skroverts death
ip 18be

The third photoprach 18 %o be Tound iv Beynolds, Guyler, Alban
P grap # 5 ¥ W

W

Chroumicles - & History of the City arranged Chronolopically from the
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earliest gebilenment to the Pregent Time.  Illustreted with mauy

histericel plotures of Rarity snd reproduction of the Rebert €.
Pruyn Collesction of the Heyors of Albany, owned by the Albany
Ingtitube snd Historienl and Art Beciety. Albany, 1908.  The book
has a 1906 photograph facing page 324 of the Schuyler dummer Mavor
House, which shows a portion of & small shed standing just north of

the present kitchen, but not atbeched to the kitchens (A copy of

this book is available in the New York State Library, Albaay, N. ¥.)

Behuyler FTurpiture

In Cctober of 1949, while on the way to the mussum training
gourss held in Weshington, D¢ C., the writer contdcted Mr. Monbgomery
Sehuyler regerding the possible scguisition of Bebuyler furniture.
Hro Behuyley replied in e letter deted November &, 1949, sz follows:

"hs I think I told you over the telephone the other
day, 1 do not Just at present knoow of eny fursiture authen~
tleslly Sehuyler whieh could be obbainsd and placed in the
House at Behuylerville. Bowme yesrs epo I was ssked to help
in securing Schuyler Darniture for the Behuyler Mansion ab
Albeany, ‘and &t thet time we cleared up everything we could
for that purpose,”

The Recent Sssareh Tor Haterisl - 1550«81

With the fipal scguisition of the Genersal Fhilip Schuyler Property

the writer carried oub-a progrim-of resssrch for informetion releting

to the strustural charscteristios and materlal usged in the Jchuyler

Menor House located in reasonsbly evailable sources. The course of

regeareh and Lhe results wre ligted below:

8. Wrs. Grace Ven Derwsrker lLeddick, Baretoge County Hisbtorisn

On Bpril L8 the writer dvnterviewsd Mrs. Leddick for possibles

information on the Schuyler House and examined the historical material




that ghe hed assenbled ot her office at Baretope Springs, Hs Y.

Wo new informetion was discovered. The only remaining lead in

this direction were seversl ledger books, taken from the Schuyler
Howuse, which are now in the possesgion of My Henry Ritehie, Historisn
of Charliton, B Vo On April 28, 1850, Mre. Leddick informed us that
these aceount books dated back to 1802, but coptained only sccounts

of govds sold ip the pgeneral store and hed no inforpetion releating

to the Schuyler Houvses

Mr. Williem M. Snyder, Historian of Bchuylerville, N. Y.

On April 18 the writer alse interviewed Mr. Suyder, bown hisbtorien
of Behuylervilles A lerge portion of Mr. Suyder's information on the
Sehuyler House was based dn Brandow's Stery of 0Ld Baratoga, but he

also made sugpestions relating to the comstruction of the house and

. the furniture. Mr. Buyder believes thatthe kitchen and three rooms

on the rear of the Bchuyler House were added in 1773, lorepairing

the Lefayetbte room, the date 1779 was found marked in the plaster of

the roome Mr. 8oyder belisves that it wes the custom of workmen to

mark the date of their work in such & menner in thet period. The

date was found by Mr. German Potter of Green Birest, 8mhuy1&rvillw*

He Yo My, Snyder wos vlgo of the opinion thet the Bcehuyler House

was completely furnished with furniture of the Roberbt snd Jamss Ldems
style but hed uo documenbery scurces to sugpest supporting his opinion.
Mr. Snyder had no informetion sand did not know where such could be found
relating to the criginel roofing, paint colors, and exterior and interior

finish of the oripinal stiucture.
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On October 10, 1850, in & gecond interview with Mr. Bnyder,
he showed the writer a large and detailed map of Behuylerville,.
Wihile the map is undated, thers is information on the mapr elating
to the flow of water in 1838, thus giving an approximate date Lo the
map.  lr. Suyder possesses the only Known copy of this map eand the
town lewyers, county and bown historians have all attenpted Lo persusds

Mr. Bayder tu have the map photosbeted Dub thus for without susoess.

ey

The 1835 map is of interest as it shows the Schuyler MHenor House,

-
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with outbuildings end gardens while the land was still in possession
i of Philip Schuyler, 2nd.  The map indicetes thet lewn and brees on
the front of the house were located much the seme in 1835 as in 1950,
end that there was a large garden to the rear or east of the house.
Whether we cun obbain 8 copy of this pap remains o be seen.
During o third dnterview with the Bnyders on Descember 1, 1850,
Miss Mebel R, Snyder, sister of the town historian, produced, for
the first time, 4 lsrge pumber of Colonel George Strover and Marshall
ﬁ%§@r$. The existence or whereabouts of these items had previously
been unknown. The writer was permitted to examine these documents.
They consist chiefly of letters and r&m%ipﬁﬂ relabing to the purchuss
and sele of land in ﬁaﬁwylwrviilm and nothing was found thet pertained

to the Menor House iteslfl,.

w. . John J. Veooman, Supsrviscr of Historie 8ites.

On April 19, 19580, the writer Interviewsd My, Jobn Jo Vroomssn,
Buperviser of Historle Bites Por New York -Stete, for possible inforw
mation on the Schuyler Menor House. WMr. Vrecoman directed the rehsbilis
tation of the Behuyler Mansion at Albeny, N. Y., sand it was hoped that
‘ﬁﬁ might heve uncovered information pertinent to the house at Schuylerville,
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Ho Twy dnbis resworeh for the Albeny structurs: Mr. Veooman

steted thet he had not found any such informetion relating to

the Behuyler Meavor House wnd did not kpow where sush materiel sould
be found.  He belisved that the papers @f Henry Glen; Quarber Mester
st Sehevsotady, W Yo, during tﬁé Bevolutiooayy Wer, might conbein
further confirmetion that Behuyler hired his workmen from Bcehsnectady,
but Mr. Vrooman wes in doubt as to the present location of the Glen
Paperss a few are in Schenectedy Historical Society snd some are in
the New York Historical Boclely,

The opportunity was also taken to interview Dr. Hamilton, senlior

historien snd sssistant to Dr. Corey. Mr. Hamilton is now engaged in
publishing further letters of Sir William Johnson for the State of
Hew York end bhad Just reburded frow-a trip te vericus libreries in
search of unpublished Johnson letters.  bAs Hisborleal Techuiclan
Franeis Wilshin had @xmmiﬁﬁ& the Schuyler Papers in the New York
Publie Libyary in 1841, before the Netlowal Perk Service wae interested
in the Sohuyleyr Mavor Houss, 1t was hoped thet there wag a possibility
that some informetion on the Sehuyler Manor House might be found in
thet depoeitory.  Dre Hesdlton bhad Just returned fromexamining these
papers and sheted thet he believed they contained only letters writhen
to Geperal Philip Schuyler end none from the Genersl himselfs

Schuyler Pepers, New York State Library

On dordil 19 the writer also exsmined the eollection of Gensrel
Prilip Behuyler Papers in the ¥ew York Stets Library at Albany, W, T.
Thisg vollecstion consiegbe of “wo large boxes of lebiwrs writhen by

General Bcehuyler. - The letbers deal with three penérel subjecbs, the
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Bevolulblomary Wer, leand btransactions sand politics. Mo informetion
releting to the Schuyler Houvse was found in this sollestion.

G Hovesber 29 the writer alsgo syeminsd the ibraham Van Vechben

Colleotion of %bé Hew York Btabe Librdry. Abrehas Ven Vechben served
s & family lawver for hoth Gensrel Schuyler snd Philip Schuyler, Znd,
sud 1t wae hoped that the collestlon might copbain & copy of General
Schuylerts iwventory.  The collection did contain numerous letters of
Philip Bchuyler, Znd, té Tan Vegebten about wvarious legal matiters bukb
neither the inventory or way other informeticn relating to the house
was founde

Albany Insbtube of Hisboryosnd Ard

On-Noverber 2§ the writer also sxamined the Thomes Ven Losy Pepers,

the Vender Veor Collection and & collsction of miscellaneous old documents,

all of which are listed as corbalning Schuylsr material. Tumercus
indenturés and legal papers of @ﬁmﬁra} Behuyler, including & eopy of
hig will, deted Bept. 2, 1768, were found but they vontalined no infore
mabion p&rhim&nﬁ to the bhouse at Schuylerville.

Hew York Stoate Map of the Champlein Canal, 1834,

T 194) Higtorical Techyleion Frensis F.o Wilshiv locsted and

seguired coples of Map No. & of the Champlain Cexel, 1834, Drawn [rom

surveys by Bdwin T, Johnson in 1819-1821. Original mep in Journel

Building, Digtriet Enginser's Office, Albany, N. Y. This map shows
the Schuyler Summer Menor House, the estabte, ocutbuildings and the
location of the cotbon mill while this property was still in the

possession of Philip Schuyler, 2nd, the grandson of the Generals

8
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Schensctady Historicel Boeclety ~ Henpy Glen Papers

Follewing ¥r. Vroomsn's sugpesbion, the writer exemined, on

Decerber 5, 1850, the Henry Glev Papers in the eollections of the

Sehenectady Higtorical Beclisbty.  2lthough Glen served as Quarter
Master at Bchenscbady during the Revolutionary War, the vast mejority
of thig muterisldates back to 1780, and the wilitsry papers perbain
to the War of 1814, Glen's Revolubionary letbers are thus spparently

in the possession of the New York Historical Society.

Schuyley Pepers, New York Public Library spd Hew York Hisbtoricsl Soelety

Un Japuery 256, 1881, the writer exenmized-the Schuyler pupers of
the New York Public Library. These papers consist golely of letters

to the General. The Library, however, also has the Schuyler Letter

Booke in which the Geperal keplb coples of all letters concerning

o
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publio businese, Nov. 1776 to July 1, 1778+ &1L pertinent neterinl
was extradcbed from these sources and s contained in the first part
of this report. On Jenuary 28 the writer algo exsmined the Schuyler

Papers of the Hew York Higborieal Soclety, but no new meterial wasg found.

RMre Wonbgomery Schuyler

A letter of inquiry was written to Mr. Montgomery Schuyler of
Few York City regerding the Pelham on Sound Breumch of the Scéhuylers,

pentioned on pape 348 of Bremdow's Btory of 0ld SBerstoge, on Novexber 21,

1650, Mr. Schuyler replied in a letter dested, December 29, 1950, as
followss

"Replying to your letter of Novermber 21,and referring to
my acknowledgement of Decowber 4, T en sorry to say Hwt Iean
give you very Litble help, much s T would Like to be of wvse
to you, regarding the records end contents of the Schuyler
House at Bohuylerville.
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"There were very few descendents of the Pelhem branch
(if we may use that term) of the Schuyler femilyv. A sister
of John and Fenny Schuyler (both of whom died urmerried, &s
T understend, sround 1900) married one Charles de Luze, and
hed -children who are since scattered. 1 ghould think thet
pogsibly inguiry of the SBurropate of Westchester County at
White Plains might give information es to the Wills of thege
pecple or their beneficiaries. Thie Pelbam Branch ig only
very distanmtly related to me, although John and Fenny Schuyler
were greet friends of my parents.

"I s sorry thet I do not personelly know where the
original will of Gepersal Bchuvler is, bubt it should have been
. } ¢ ¥
on record in Albanyecese”

Results of Isnspeetions of the Séhuyler Manor House - 1950

During the summer of 1950 numerovs inspestions of the Bohuyler
Summer House snd cerpentry work on the building revesled informetion on
alterations in the house.

1+ North and Scuth chimveys of mein portion of House, Kitchen wing chimney

& complete and detailed inspection of the chimneys wes mads by
the Supesrintendent in compeny with a skilled mason. It was found
after paining sccess to the chimneys through the fireplaces snd from

the reof that both the main house chimneys are constructed principally

fad

of original hend-mede, unfired brick. These chimpeys conbtain from?
te 8 withes serving the fireplaces.

It was Lfound Thet the south chimney had been redused in size
some years sgo and rebuilt above the ettic floor with modern brick.
The withe was omitted above the attic floor line when this chimney
wag reconstructed.

The north chimney on the main portion of the houss hbs been
reconstructed from dbout s foot below the attie ceiling to its top.

The withe was also omitted in this reconstruction. The outside
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dimensions of this @himﬁﬂy are 4% x 22", with inside dimensions .
at the top of 36 x 14", Thus it will be seen thet both chimneye
have been veconstructed, pricr to Purk scquisition, of a &iﬁgi@
vourse of brick laid on side. The dimensiocne of the north chimney
apparently huve not been-albered from Sts origlaal sige.

The kitohen wing chimney serving the large fireplace and flues
from the servants' quarters likewise largely exists in its original
form apd size end copsiels madnly of oripgipdl brick snd moriar.
This chimney is 43 x 26" outside dimensions and 36 x 18" ingide
ﬁim@m&iom$*<@g}

Fireplace Ventels

Hre Re s Hlpeging, Beglonal brenitect, dnspected the bullding
during his wiglt of June 10 to 12, 1980 -After examining the four
large Tireplesces locsted on the Tirst spd sscond floors of the main
portion of the house, Nr. Higpins was of the opinion that only one
of the 4 fireplace mantels wes &n original one, that on the sscond

floor in the northern chimney of the wain portion of the houss.
Blind

bt

ngpeubion and carpenbyy repeir work hes revealed that the
seoond floor windows, vow fitted with seml-modern venstiesn type
blinds, hed oripgipally been fithted with the seme type of Hoand L
hinges sBill in use on the mwigﬁﬁﬁl solid blinds on the first floor
wingdoWs.

Several of the firet floer blinds were found bo have smell
crescent opepings in them. It wes discovered by messsurements that
these blinds, together with their hing@& attached, match the openirgs,
hinge marks snd old screw holes on the second floor windows. MNr.

Higgine believed thet this type wers survivors of the originel blinds
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uged on the second floor windows, end it weuld appear thet the first
floor windows were originally completely fitted out with the solid
type blind.

Aligrment of Uriginal Btaircase in Reception Hall

Bvidence was discovered by the carpsvbsr in the employ ol the
Park “thet confirms the dete in the early flooy plan of the Bchuyler
Manoy Houge, New York Historieal Hoclety, whieh shows that the originsl
open staircese in the reception hall ren east snd west elong the north
wall of the hall reather then northesouth along the east wall of the room

as the enplosed steircese now dogs.

Room on the Nerth gide of Xitechen

& plasbered wall wag discovered under the prevent cubside slapboard
on the north side of the kitéhen. This side of the kitchen ls now
covered by & good size poreh bulb the plaster wall tesds to sugpest
the exigbence of apcthey voom on the north slide of the kitchen at
gome past bime.

Kitehsan Roof', porch

There hag been some guestlon e to whether the present kitchen on
the porth end of the Behuyyler Menor House could have been added asg
sarly as 1778. Arpuments sgainst this early debe have been baged
on the fact that while the southern slope of the kitchen rool is
yary steep, the northern piteh 1g gulte gentle.  The latber slope
wes commonly used in the 16th century, hence it hae been held that
the entire kitehen was probebly added in the 18th cenbury. Alber
inspeotion, however, a loft wag discovered under the geptly sloping
roof end over the kitehen porch on the north side. Beneath the pently

sleping roof was found, concealed from wiew, a steeply pitched kitchen




roof whose slope equaled thet on the southern side. It would thus
seem thet the kitchen could well have been added in the 18th century
ﬂfﬁv while the kitchen poreh, left snd perheaps even the missing room were

added in the 19th century.

Te Bouth oubside wall of kitchen

In the . provess of replecing roltbed elapboard on the outside
south wall of the present kitchen, s second leyer of c¢lepboard was

digeoversd behind the oubter get,

VI. SUMMARY AWD conchusIion

The destruction of Philip Schuyler's first house end mills at Searatoga
on Oebeber 10th by the British Army undoubbtedly deslt o sericus blew Lo
General Schuyler'e personal fortune. Schuylerts letter of October 12 to
Richard Varick reveals thet the Ceneral, even prior to the surrender of
the British, had decided to rebuild his house and mills &s soon &s possible.
Genegral Behuyler had been subjeoted o very severe criticiem for his econduct
of the early portion of the DBurgoyne vempeaign.  This was olimexed by his
removal and replacement by Horatio Getes as the commander of the Northern
Department. Schuyler's letters to his friends show thet he bitterly resented
whet he believed to be unjust treatment accorded him by the Continental
Congress, slithough he d4id not permit sueh bitterpess to prohibit him from
wending the Hevolutionsry Ceusge such aid ag 8bill lay im:his voweyr.  General
Behuyler had determiped bto withdraw ecompletely from publie 1ife following
what he belisved would be the complete exonsration of his conduct of the
campaign of 1777 through the means of & military court martial,

This feeling is vlesrly revealed in Schuylerts letter of Hovember é, 17T,

to John Jay:

il (e




“ie I shall shortly be altopether out of public life, I em
sarosetly engaped in bullding me s hovese ab thig place {@&r&ﬁmggj,
that I mey be as far out of the noise and hustle of the great world
as possible....my hobby=horse has long been & country life; I dige
mourbed onve with reluctanee, and saddle him spain with & very
copeiderable shore of setislection; and hope tu enter hiw on the
end of the journey of life...v." (See also Schuylerts letter to
Clinton, April 17, 1778).

The Genersl worlked wlth prest speed ab lils project of rebulldlng
# hovse bt Saratope wndeubbedly o btake advanbage of gr&at gource of labor
which was Dmnedistely available 1n vhe form of Coptinentel Boldisrs, the
availaebility of most materialy on the spot, the letensss of the setson, and
becsuse the General expected any day to be called before Congress to wvindi-
eates bils conduct of The wilibary cempeign of 1777 in the Northern Deparitosrt.
Behuylerts plan to ubilize the serwvices of Conbtinentel ‘suldiers in
eonstrueting his new hovse wes sppavently partially Prasbreted by General
Gates? opposition. The compeany of Carpenbers that Sehuyler was employing
nrior Yo October 23, weg redallsd to Albapy ou that dete.  Gehuyler's letter of
Ootober 23 o Lensing revesnls thet he way in desperete need of carpenters
and masons and willing to peay any wages to hirve more. The various atiempts
of Bchuyler's secretary, Leneing, to hire soldlers for this purpoes wers
blecked by ohjections ralsed by Genersl Gates until November T, when Gates
finally consented to the hiring of goldiers from Ven Scheiek's regiment
then sbationed in Beheweobady, 1t 1 aléo interesting Yo note Lthat Schuyler

chtained the services of two British priscners of war on Uchtober 29 o8 negons,

e o

through the intervenbtion of the British Major-Generel Willism Phillips, thena
prisoner a% Albany.
Schuyler's lstters show that he was building w frame house at Saratogsa

het wes 60 feet long and 21 feet bresd, two sbories high, and with the walls

Tived with brick. The aotusl work on the house-wes begun opn Novenber 1, 1777,
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and the sawed out frame of the bullding wes raised on Tovember 8. By
Hovember 19 the CGeanersl had flodshed two rooms snd The cellar kitehsn

of the house snd apparently woved imto the Finlehed portion of the bulldling
with Mrg. &@huylﬁr\dﬁm hed Jolred the fewersal on Hovember 3.  The work on

the house progressed so well Bhet Bohuyler was +8ble to inform e friend on
Hovember 28 that heswas plerning to discherpe his carpentery on Jovenber 30,
1777+ This would seem to indicete that the house was subshbantielly completed
by that tines

. Boad - Verilek to Behuyler

The various letters of Horgan Lewis, Lansing

&
in the pericd of Ostobsr 20 to Devember -2, 1777, show thet sheh itens ag . the
iron work, herdware snd glass for the house, were largely manufactured and
gupplied from Albeaay, ¥. Ye..These contemporary 1@%%%FS¥ however, wnfortunstely
pecvenl Little dbout the strucbursl cheracteristics of the house, 1t exterior

or interior colors or furnishings. MNrs. Schuylsr's request for several white

wash brushes suggest g bhat parbaps the cellar Kitchen was whitewaghed and

Tarick®s remarks in his lebter of NHovember 18 to Schuyler aboub the Bhingle
cutters, very strongly imply that the srigiral reof of the Schuyler House
was composed of wooden shakes of some type.

The date of the eddition of tha tier of rooms on the back (or east side)
of the house snd the present kitchen has not been determined by any contemporsry
Tetters. Howevey, the fact thet Bchuyler informed Govermor Ulinbon on dpril 17,
1778, 6het he was afralid that he would beve to withdraw his femily Prom Seraboge
because of the dengerous and sxposed condition of the frontier end actually
did so by June 6, 1778, makes it seem unlikely that Schuyler would maks
eytensive additions to his house at Saretoge et a -time when it was in acute

danger of being totally destroyed. A further factor was Schuyler's Court




mue® not - bave had mueh opportunity - bo bull at Sarabbpas,

Martinl, whilch wes held in Ocbober of 1778 and which the General s tiended

Anperson. 1bothue seems unlikely that auy eonstrustion took place at

Seratoge in the fall ol 1778 during Sehuyler's attendsuse at his tridl.
Hr. Williem M. Snyder's statement thet the date 177% was discovered under
the plaster of the Lafayette Room may be the answer to when the resr portion of the
house and kitchen were sdded bto the houge. There ig delinlte evidence that
Gersral Bohuyler was residing et &ar@ﬁmgm Inocdune of I77%. Thus be could
have made the additions ot thet time, but delinitive proof, however, is
lecking on this polint.

On Hovembey 5, 1779, Schuyler arrived st Phlladelphis as o menber of
the Conbinental Conpress and attended sdssions From Howvenber 16 1o Decenber &,
K??Q,(%9> which would ‘have given time in the summer months to build at Beratoga.
Genersl Schuyler was also occupied iw 1780 with the affairs of the Continentsl
Congress. He attended sessions at Fhiledelphis from March 7 to april 24 and
June 17 to June 26, 1780(%0),  on April 4, 1780, Philip Schuyler and two other
nembers of Congress, John lMathews and Nethsniel Pesbody, were appointed as
"Committee st head-guarters” = to exemine into the stete of the Continental
Army, and to teke such steps, in consultation with the Commander-in-Chiefl
a8 might improve ite prospects of winning the wer. The Committee arrived
at Morristown on April 18 and remained active until November 1, 1780, and
during its life rendered vealuable service as a liaison body belween Congress,
(1)

g the one hand, and hesdoguerbers on the other. General Behuyler wis

aoctive on this commithee from April 4 - to Septewber 3, 1780 and thus again
(52)

il (o
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From 1777 to L1787, the new house and lands ab Seretoge remained in
the hands of General Philip Schuyler, serving as his bome in the spring,
summer and fall of each yeer and as an importeant source of his personal
fortune. In Decepber of 1787 Gexsral Schuyler presented & large portion
of his estete at Sarstoge, ineluding the house, slaves, household furnishings
and ferm egulpmert, to his eldest and newly married son, John Bradetreet
Schuyler. John B. Schuyler and his family mede ‘the house at 8aratega thelr
permanent home end continued the development of the property. The premsiure
and unexpected death of John B. Schuyler in August of 1796 again placed
the estate in the hands of General Philip Schuyler, who became the guardian
for his young grandson, Philip Schuyler II (born at Saratogs in 1788).  Thus
from 1795 to November of 1804, the (enersl sgain maraged the property at
Saratoga and was undoubtedly often et the house at Schuylerville.

With the death of Genersl Bchuyler in Hoverber of 1BOL, the house and
estate at Sarsboga were willed to Philip Behuyler I1I, ss the Generel had
promised his son, John B. Schuyler, in 1787. Philip Schuyler II, also made
the house at Sarstogs his permsnent home and resided there until 1837. The
panie of that yeer forced Him to sell his house, mills, and land at SBaratoga
to meet his hesvy financial obligstions. The bullding then appears to have
remained vacant for about two yesrs, snd itwas finelly purchased by Colonel
George Strover of Schuylerville in Jenusry of 1839, Col. Strover owned the
house unbil hie death ip 1888,  The building th&ﬂ;W§$ passed on to his helrs
until Mareh 30, 1950, at which time, the house became a part ol Seratoga

g
Netional Historical Farks
Thug for sixty yeears, 1777 to 1837, the house at Saratoge remsined in

the possession of the Sehuyler femily. Here the Schuylers directed the

e T



development of their farms, carried out thelir land transsctions, construsted

mills, and promoted their canal projscts. The wealth thus gathereéed from

their estate at Schuylerville ensbled them to take a lesding role in the

public affairs of their community and their state unﬁil 18387,

I. - Alterations inthe General Philip Schuyler Summer House

As might be expected of sny building that has been lived in for

169 years (1777 = Wey 1946), the General Philip Sehuyler Summer House

hes undergone 8- geries of alterations snd repairs. Listed below are

the traditional alterations and those found by the National Park Service

LTaobhe  spopeer oof 1950
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Progent kitehen and tier of baock rooms, two at&ry‘@ll,apﬁﬁﬁibag

added in 1779,
Two story ell removed at a later date. The existence of this ell

rests only on the information conbalined in Brendew's Btory of Uld

Saratoge, at the present time.

Two and possibly three Lrowt porches, present reeof of front porch
ralged snd round pillars changed to sguars ouss by Cole Btrover,
Original open staircase along north wall of reception hall removed

by Cols Btrover and replaced with present enclosed steireuse along

sigt wall of reception helle

Originel brass locks removed from all doors but two in the period

1837 = 1839,

Alrerationg in the owven of the present kitohen, date of removal unknows.
At least three of the four fireplace manteds in the main portion of

the house heve been repleced by opes of & leter dete.
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Repairs have been made to the north and south chimneys of the main
portlon of the house belors Park s edquigivion.  The south ehimvey hes been
reduced in gize and rebullt from-the sbtie Tloor uwpward.  The forth
chimney has been reconstructed from sbout one foot below the attic
ceiling to its tops  The dineusions of the rebullt portions of this
ehimnev, however, are apparently the stme as the original,
Original roof of Gen. Philip Schuyler Summer house appears to have been
wooden shingles or shakes. Present roof (1950) is made up of wooden
and sletes shingles and metals
All original blinds (with small crescent openings end H and L hinges)
of the second floor windews have been removed frowm thely origlnal
setbings and thgse still surviving, pleced on first floor windows.
Second floor windows now (1950) have semi-modern venetian type blinds.
Thees chapnges weres made prior to Park scoulsitlons
Bome of the originel solid type blinds with B sud I hinges of the
firet floor windows heve been degbroyed prior to Park ascquilsibtion.
A geeopd-vool ‘has been Jaid over the older roofl of the present kitchen
on the nordh agide. It would sppesy thet the newer reol, with s
gentle glepe, the Joft and porch on the morth side of the present
kitchen were added in the 18th century.
A second layer of (probably original) clapboard has been discovered
beneath the outer set of the outside seuthwell of the present kitchen,
There is & possibility thet at some past dabe there existed enother

roon. on the nerth slde of the present kitehen.
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15+ Brandow, 8tory of 0ld Saratoge, p, 326, writes: Yme vegetable cellay

weg separate from the house and was located sbout twenty-five feeb

from the southsest corver of the main house."  Located at approximately
the point mentioned by Brendow, there is now a large prass covered mound.
It le recommended thet this sits be left untouched when prading operations
are carried out eround the house for drainage purposes, for possible

asreheoloplenl exploration.

Use of the Rooms by the Bchuylers:

$ o

&1 information on the Bchuylers' use of the rooms of the CGen. FPhilip
Schuyler Bummer House is based on the Farly Floor Plen of the houss,

Schuyler Femily Papers, Wew York Historicel Society, & tracing of which

ig attached to this report. Brandow's hisbory of the house snd use of
the rooms sgrees With this plan, end 1t 1s probable that he exsmined this

phan in writiog his book.

Otner Tuforpnations

Lo Information on Nature of original paint colorseseslione,

2+ Informetion on sxterior and Interior finish of criginal structure.....None.

3o Information on Oripinal Purnishing s....slone, other than Mr. ¥illism M.

SnyderYs suggestion thet the furnishings were late Georgisn, Robert

and Jemes Adénms.
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gstorical Mepe Relsting to the General Philip Schuyler Property

2
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Plan of the Position which the Army usder Lit. Geul. Burgoine togk et
Saratogs on the LOth of September 1777 &nd in Which 1t remainea till the
Corvention Wes Signed. hngraved by WM. Paden, lu Burgoyné, John, /. btate
5T the Expedition: rom Canad@.ss..; London, 1780, J. Almon. This mep
shows the first house of Genersal Fhilip Schuyler st Saratoge, with its
autbuildings, mills, sand-garden prior to the degtruction of Lhe House
on-Botober 10, 1777, ‘

¥

Yap of the SBaratoge Partition, original on file in Counby Clerk's OfTice,
Albeny, N. 7. This mep snows General Philip Schuyler's Property along
both gides of the Hudsop River fTrom the Batten Kill “to Dovgal and
division of lots in the Towns of Ssratoge end Stillwater. 18%5.

Map No. @& of the Chemplain Canal, 1834. Drawn from surveys by Bdward P.
Johngon in Lh19=18al, Original map in Journal Building, District Bnginger's
Office, Albsny, N. 1+, This mep shows the Schuyler Menor House, the out=
buildings and Yocetion of tho cotbon will while thie propsriy wag still dn
the possegeion of Philip Schuyler, dnd.

-

Mepoof dehuylerville, W ¥. Undebed, bub eboub 1836, Thisg is & detuiled
mep of property Lines in schuylerville end ineludes the location of the
Sehuyler Summer Nepor, 1he outbulldings, parden, end wmills 8% & Ulne when
the egtate was still iy the Hands of Fhilip Schuyler Znd. The only known .
copy of dhis mep 1s dn the possession of Hy. fnyder, Historian of Schuyrlers
ville, ¥.o ¥, The Perl dows pot possess- o copy of this map.

Wy of +the Zetate of Puilip Behuyler, Town & Counby of Seratoga, N. Yo,
which ig csused to be surveyed snd leid lnto Farms and Lots and numbersd
a8 8bove.«w. 2TEh July 1837 by Harmenw Van &Llen. This map shows the estate
of Philip Sehuyler, Znd, the Buwer lepor House, oubbulldings spd wmills
in 1837, Originel meap in Few York State Library, Albeny, N. Y

Early Floor FPlan of Genersl FPhilip Schuyler Summer Nenor House, Schuyler
Femily Papers, lew Tork Historical Bociety.  Pien is undeted but is on 10th
sepbury peper. - Lb is the only bwewn esrly Dloor plen of the bulldinug, snd
ineludes messurensnte of robms apd dnformetion on the use of the roonss

Barge Cansl, Btate of New York (1917), Mep of & Portion of the Champlain

Cansl Lands helonging to the Stete, mAde pursuant to the Chapter 199,
Tews of 1910, snd Amendstory Lews (approved 1917 ). oheets 45 & 46. 4his
map containg informALLON USElul 1n UeTermining moGern property 1ines.
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The West Bide or Pront of the Gen. Schuyler House

The solid type blinde on the first floor windows ere believed to be the
original blinds., The semi-venetian type blinds on the second floor windows
are 19th century edditions. The center chimney ¢s slso & 19th century addition
and has been removed (in 1950).




The Fast Blde or Resr ol the Gen. bchuvler House

The vhobogreph shows the tler of rooms which are believed Lo have been
added to the rear of the original structure in 1779. The building on th
right of the picture is & portion of the kitchen which wes also added in 1779,




The Horth Bide of the Gen. Sehuyler House

The portion of the building on the left of the photograph is the kitchen
Which ig believed to havwe been ndded in 1798, The left. locsted over the
kitechen porch, and the kitchen roof on the north side, with its gentler
piteh, are believed to have been sdded in the 19th century. The portion
of the structure on the right of the photograph shows the north end of the
building erected in 1777. Jote the semi~modern venetian-type blinds on the
second floor window, alsc 8 19th century addition. The solid-type blind on the
first floor window is believed to be en originel first floor blind. The roof
of the front péreh of the pain shrusture was raleed snd the sguare pillars
added in the 19th century.
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The Bouth side of the Gern, ﬁchugl&r Hounse

The roof of the front porch, shown on the left in the photopraph, was
raised and the square pillars added in the 19th sentury. The section of the
house, 21 feet broad, immediately to the right of the porech, is the origirsl
portion of the structure sreeted in 1777. The remeining section on the right,
with the gentle pitched roof is believed to have been added to the building in
1779, - Note the blinds with small ereseent ovenings on the two first floor
windows of the original (1777) portion of the house. It is believed that this

type blind wes originally used on the second floor windows,




