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Discover -Protect - Connect

Three verbs lie at the heart of a

great visit to your national parks:
discover the park for yourself,
connect to it on a personal level,
and choose to protect it!

The number of people who can
experience these parks this way is
going up, thanks to a unique non-
profit group. The Sequoia Parks
Foundation raises funds for projects
that make these parks easier to visit,
via trails, exhibits, and classroom
programs, to name just a few.

A few examples of their projects:

« reworking trails to make them
more accessible for wheelchairs and
anyone else who could use a
smoother walking surface;

« support for trail-crew jobs that
provide young people with experi-
ence, adventure, and career devel-
opment while they improve the
trails we all enjoy; and

« exhibits offering insight into the
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The Sequoia Parks Foundation supports “Rangers in the Classroom,’
helping kids to discover these parks. Here, examining skulls and pelts
from park wildlife opens their eyes to the links between animals and
park habitat. As they learn more, suddenly the parks — and their
own connection to them — start to come to life.

wonders of these parks to visitors of
all ages, both outside along trails
and inside Beetle Rock Education
Center and other visitor centers.
The Foundation also works to
take the national-park experience beyond park boundaries. They
bring artists here to create park-based art, which the Foundation
then shares with the public in other locations. They also reach out

to schools. One of the most successful projects — Rangers in the the same!

Classroom — helps to introduce
Sequoia and Kings Canyon to stu-
dents in some of the most under-
served schools in the state.
Rangers in the Classroom touches
thousands of children each year.
These parks lie just beyond their
backyards, yet most of the kids have
never been here. Through curricu-
lum-based programs, they discover
anew world and start to see their
role in protecting it. They get excit-
ed about coming here with their
families and starting that personal
connection that can last a lifetime.
Rangers travel as often as possi-
ble to as many classrooms as they
can — doing so in vans that were
donated with help from the
Foundation and other partners.
Without assistance from the
Foundation, many of these pro-
grams would be reduced or non-
existent. In particular, Rangers in
the Classroom relies on the
Foundation, and more is needed.
The Sequoia Parks Foundation
explores many avenues to raise
funds. Check them out at www.

sequoiaparksfoundation.org from time to time; see what’s new.
Find more ways that you can discover, protect, and connect with
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks. Then help others to do
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EMERGENCY — DIAL 911
No coins needed.

24-Hour Park Information
1-559-565-3341 (NPS)
www.nps.gov/seki

National Forest Information
1-559-338-2251 (USFS)
www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia

Yosemite Information (NPS)
1-209-372-0200
www.nps.gov/yose

California Road Conditions
1-800-427-7623 (Caltrans)

Partners n the Parks

The following organizations work
together to provide this guide, first
published in 1974 as the Sequoia Bark.
It is published by the Sequoia Natural
History Association (SNHA) and
printed by Willems Commercial
Printing, Inc.

National Park Service (NPS)
Malinee Crapsey, Editor
1-559-565-3341
www.nps.gov/seki
Sequoia Natural History
Association (SNHA)
1-559-565-3759
www.sequoiahistory.org
Sequoia Parks Foundation
1-559-739-1668
www.sequoiaparksfoundation.org
U.S. Forest Service (FS)

1-559-784-1500
www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia
Delaware North Companies

Parks & Resorts (DNCPR)

1-888-252-5757

www.visitsequoia.com
Kings Canyon Park Services (KCPS)
1-866-KCANYON (522-6966)
www.sequoia-kingscanyon.com
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
1-559-565-3171
WWW.WETC.usgs.gov
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Welcome’

You expect giant trees and huge canyons—and you won’t be
disappointed. Yet the whole of these parks is even greater than
the sum of its famous parts.

Rising from 1300’ to 14,494 , these parks protect a spectacu-
lar elevational range. This span from low to high means dramat-
ic shifts from hot foothills to shady forests to the cold High
Sierra. It means diverse plants and animals living in extremely
varied conditions. It means steep roads and trails that climb
mountains, and cold rivers that plunge down from their heights.

There is diversity, too, in the caretakers of this landscape.
Bordering these two national parks is a national monument,
which is part of a national forest. A U.S. Geological Survey Field
Station conducts research here. The Sequoia Natural History
Association sells books and maps at visitor centers and con-
tributes to education and research. The Sequoia Parks
Foundation supports significant park projects.

Other partners, public and private, cooperate with the Park
Service to meet a challenging mission — providing for public
enjoyment while keeping the parks unimpaired for future gener-
ations. You are an important partner, too! Experience these
parks, learn all you can, and join in preserving them.

The National Park Service cares
for special places saved by the
American people so that all may
experience our heritage.

FEES HELP YOUR PARKS!

Most of your entrance and camping fees stay here. The parks
invest them in projects that improve visitor facilities and protect
park resources. Fees have paid for repairing and upgrading
roads, campgrounds, trails, picnic areas, and restrooms. They
have also improved visitor centers, updated exhibits, and mod-
ernized naturalist slide programs.

ENTRANCE FEE OPTIONS

» 7-day pass for Sequoia & Kings Canyon, and for Hume Lake
District of Sequoia National Forest/Giant Sequoia National
Monument (GSNM): $20 per vehicle (private, non-commer-
cial) or $10 per person on foot, bicycle, motorcycle, or bus.

* 12-Month Pass for Sequoia & Kings Canyon, and for Hume
Lake District of Sequoia National Forest/ GSNM: $30 admits
all passengers in a private vehicle for one year from month of
purchase. Not valid at Crystal Cave.

¢ 12-Month: America the Beautiful Interagency Annual Pass:
$80. Valid for entrance fees at Federal recreation sites including
National Parks, National Forests, FWS, BLM, & Bureau of
Reclamation. Admits all passengers in a single private non-com-
mercial vehicle where per-vehicle fees are charged, or the passh-
older plus up to 3 persons (age 16 & older) for per-person fee
areas, for 12 months. Not valid at Crystal Cave.

* Seniors: America the Beautiful Interagency Pass: $10 one-
time fee buys a lifetime pass for entrance fees for U.S. citizens &
permanent residents 62 or over. (Previously issued Golden Age
passes remain valid.) Not valid at Crystal Cave.

o Accessibility: America the Beautiful Interagency Access Pass:
Free to blind or permanently disabled U.S. citizens and
permanent residents. Take appropriate documentation to any
park visitor center. (Previously issued Golden Access passes

remain valid.) Not valid at Crystal Cave
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WELCOME

You may borrow the park map &
guide in Braille at visitor centers.

BIENVENUE

Une guide officielle est disponible
dans les centres d’information.

BIENVENIDOS

Hay un folleto en Espaiiol
disponible en los centros de visita.

W ILKOMMEN

Eine Landkarte ist auch in
deutscher sprache im Besucher-
zentrum erhaltlich.

BENVENUTI

La traduzione in lingua Italiana
della mappa e’ disponibile in tutti i
centri d1 1nforma21on1

PARK FOREST
oR MONUMENT?

What is the difference between
Sequoia and Kings Canyon
National Parks, Sequoia National
Forest, and Giant Sequoia
National Monument?

Each is on federal land. Each
exists to benefit society. Yet each
has a different history and pur-
pose. Together they provide a
wide spectrum of uses.

National parks strive to keep
landscapes unimpaired
for future generations.

50 . NATIONAL They pI'OtCCt natural

and historic features
while offering light-on-
the-land recreation.
Park rangers work for
the National Park

¥ Service, part of the

Department of the Interior.

National forests, managed
under a “multiple use” concept,
provide services and commodities
that may include lumber, cattle
grazing, minerals, as well as recre-
ation with and with-
out vehicles. Forest
rangers work for the
U.S. Forest Service,
an agency in the
Department of
Agriculture.

Both agencies manage
wilderness and other areas where
they maximize protection of natu-
ral resources. For example, part
of Sequoia National Forest has
been designated Giant Sequoia
National Monument to emphasize
protection of sequoias.

Parks, forests, and monuments
may have different rules in order
to meet their goals. Read “Where
can I..” on the next page to learn
what activities are permitted
where. Despite confusion over
names, we get a wide range of
benefits from these diverse areas.




Crystal Cave tours rock !

No tickets are sold at the cave, only at
Lodgepole and Foothills visitor centers.
Buy them at least 1’2 hours before the tour.
Tours may sell out. See information on
traffic delays & length-limit restrictions
on page 12.

Crystal Cave Road is 15 miles (24 km)
from the Sequoia Park entrance at Hwy
198, and 3 miles (5 km) south of the
General Sherman Tree. Maximum vehicle
length is 22' (6.7 m) on this road. See page
12 map for details.

Use parking-lot restrooms; the cave has
none. Wear sturdy shoes; the %-mile trail
(.8 km) to the cave is steep. Bring a jacket;
it’s 50°F (10°C) inside. No strollers, tripods,
or baby backpacks. Not wheelchair accessi-
ble. Ask SNHA about group reservations
and Wild Cave Tours: 1-559-565-3759.

° 45—minute Ca.ve TOLH"S dazly o Lean how these Curtains. of ;tone formed!

Through 9/6: Every % hour — Weekdays 10:30am- 4:30pm; Saturdays & Labor Day
weekend (9/4-6) 10am-5pm; Sundays 10:30am- 5pm.

9/7 - 9/19: Weekdays 11am, noon, 2pm, 3pm; weekends on the hour 11am- 4pm.

9/20 - 10/24 (weather permitting): On the hour — Saturdays 11am- 3pm & Sundays
11am- 2pm. Weekdays 11am, 1pm, 2pm.

Fees: Age 5-12 $6.50; age 13-61 $13; under 5 free; age 62 & up and Golden Access
passholders $12. National Park, Interagency, and Golden Age passes do not apply.
SNHA members get a discount!

o 1%-hour Discovery Tours through 9/3

Weekdays only, starting at 4:15pm. Enjoy a more in-depth tour of this fabulous cave!
Limited to 16 people aged 13 & up. Fee: $20 each (SNHA members $18).

o 1%-hour Historic Candle-Light Cave Tours through 9/25

Thursday-Friday at 5:30 pm; Saturday-Sunday 6pm. Limited to 15 people, ages 12
and up. Experience Crystal Cave in a different light. Explore using candle lanterns
and see Crystal Cave as its discoverers did! Fee: $20 each (SNHA members $18).

FREE WALKS & TALKS: Ranger—led talks
and walks may be offered at Giant Forest,
Lodgepole, Grant Grove, the Foothills,
Cedar Grove, and Mineral King. See pages
8-9 or check bulletin boards and visitor
centers for details and schedules.

VISITOR CENTERS & STORES:
Each one offers different exhibits to
enjoy. Park stores in each visitor center
sell a wide variety of books, maps,
postcards, posters, and other items.
Remember: All your purchases in visitor
centers help to support the parks! See
pages 8-9 for details.

JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM

FREE for all ages: Earn a badge while pro-
tecting resources. If you are 5 to 8 years
old, work for the Jay Award. Those 9 to
12 years old earn a Raven Award. Ages 13
to 103 earn an Arrowhead Award. Get a
free Jr. Ranger booklet in any visitor cen-
ter, follow the instructions and have fun!

TEACHERS - BRING YOUR CLASS TO THE
PARKS! Fun, curriculum-based programs
for 2"9, 3™, 4%, and 6" grades in spring
and fall. Topics include geology, sequoias,
Native Americans, and other cultural his-
tory. For details or to reserve a date:
1-559-565-4303.

& SEQUOIA NATIONAL FOREST / GIANT SEQUOIA NATIONAL ONUMENTﬁ
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H R A N I parks. Stay on roads. In the wilderness. In the National
oo o National Forest: Off-highway-  Forest: Free fire permits are
vehicle (OHV) routes available. required, even for gas stoves
. i Get specific information at USFS and lanterns. Get permits at vis-
Your visit may include both a People younger than 18 must Hume Lake office (in Dunlap on itor center in Grant Grove or
National Park (NPS) and a wear helmets. Hwy 180) or Kings Canyon USFS in Dunlap.
Natt_lq?_al Ft(l)\retSt (U§III:S). SI(_)me e COLLECT THINGS: Not in Visitor Center (Grant Grove). e CUT WOOD: Not in the Parks.
:I:el‘lgalrf(sma; I:JIIeIg:ISI?n II:e Parks: Leave everything to play « GO PICNICKING: See picnic In the National Forest: Call
e (e [ ) I EE its natural role in the ecosystem. symbols on back-page map. Hume Lake Ranger District for
e e (T e e * In th_e National Forest: Due to bears, never leave food permit and guidelines: 559-338-
T Keeping a few cones or .rocks unattended! Most sites have 2251.
for personal use is permitted. tables, restrooms and fire grills, ¢ GO FISHING: In both areas:
*WALK A PET: In the Parks: In both areas: Archeological  except: No fire grills at Foot- Permitted during fishing sea-
Not on any trails but it's o.k. 100 sites and artifacts are protected  hjjis and Sandy Cove. No fires son. California fishing licenses
feet from roads in developed by law. permitted at Lodgepole & are required for ages 16 & up.
areas (picnic areas, camp- * HUNT: Not in the Parks. Crescent Meadow. No water at Ask for copies of park regula-
grounds, roads). In the Visitors are responsible for Halstead, Powdercan, Lodge- tions.
National Forest: Pets can go understanding and complying pole, and Crescent Meadow. « RIDE HORSEBACK
on trails. In both areas: Pets with all appl’_cable state, local’ o HAVE A FIRE: Restrictions Hour|y rides backcountry Spot
must be on a leash less than 6 and federal firearms laws before change; always check first. trips or guioied trips. Fall closing
feet (1.8m) long. Never leave entering this park. In the In the Parks: Below 6000 feet: dates depend on weather.
pets in cars as they overheat National Forest: Only during No wood or barbecue fires, e Cedar Grove
quickly. the season with a license: including in picnic areas and 1-559-565-3464 summer
« RIDE BICYCLES: In the Parks: | >-0 2434005. wilderness areas; ok in desig- 1:559-337-2314 off season
Keep bikes on roads only, not * GO CAMPING: In the Parks: nated campgrounds only. Gas * Grant Grove
on any trail (other than the Only in numbered sites in des- or propane stoves may be used lgggggg%% St#nmer
designated bike trail in Cedar ignated campgrounds. In the  at all elevations. No smoking « Horse Comral _o8as0n
Grove). In the National National Forest: In camp- except in developed areas, at Big Meadows in
Forest: Ask a ranger which grounds or, unless posted other-  campgrounds, or enclosed vehi- Sequoia National Forest
trails permit bicycles. In both wise, near roadsides. Pull safely c{es. Apov_e 6000 feet: Only in 1-559-565-3404 summer
areas: Be careful & courteous off the road, no further. fire grills in campgrounds and 1-559-564-6429 off season
near pedestrians & horses. « DRIVE OFF-ROAD: Not in the  SOMe picnic areas, and in 1-559-679-3573 cell




Change: Natural & unnatural

We often think of parks as outdoor museums. Caretaking a living ecosystem,
however, is very different than protecting unchanging objects.

Both natural features and human facilities may be different each time you visit Both are changing all
the time. How we take care of those features and facilities may also affect your visit. You won’t notice
the ozone monitor that works 24 hours a day, but you will see other activities such as revegetation, road
work, painting, or trail maintenance. Some activities may unavoidably affect you, such as smoke from a
prescribed fire, campsite closures due to revegetation, or bear management.

The park staff uses such actions as tools to maintain the landscape and protect its inhabitants and
visitors. Your visit gives you but a snapshot of this process; Nature decides the timing of many of these
actions. They all share one goal: preservation of these parks for us all, now and in the future.
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Fire in the Sierra usually hugs the ground.
Its low flames clear dangerous built-up fuels.
Without it, these fuels would feed intense,
hard-to-control wildfires. The natural burn
pattern includes occasional hot spots. These
leave important openings in the forest —
the sunny, bare places where sequoia trees
regenerate best. ©NPS Photo

"\ Fire: A natural change

Years ago, we tried to banish fire from the land-
scape, believing it was destructive. In sequoia groves,
that meant putting out lightning-caused fires that
naturally start as frequently as every 5 to 15 years.

As time passed, we saw unanticipated conse-
quences from this. Fire suppression blocked impor-
tant ecological processes and caused many prob-
lems. Two problems were glaring:

First, sequoias were not reproducing. We learned
that fires create the conditions that sequoias need to
regenerate: Fires create a fertile ash seedbed and
open the forest canopy, allowing sunlight to reach
the seedlings.

Second, the amount of dead wood and dense
growth of small white-fir trees increased tremen-
dously. Natural fires used to burn these away fre-
quently. Now, after fire’s long absence, these fuels
feed bigger, hotter blazes that are more dangerous
for people, plants, and wildlife.

For over 4o years at Sequoia and Kings Canyon,
we have studied fire and its effects on the land. Now,
to protect human safety and benefit giant sequoia
trees, the National Park Service works with fire to
restore the benefits it brings.

We still put out fires that threaten life and proper-
ty but, when and where it’s appropriate, we may
ignite prescribed fires or allow lightning fires to
spread naturally, reducing fuels and improving
resource conditions. Strong evidence shows that we
are succeeding.

Why is this important? The National Park System
exists to conserve resources “unimpaired for the
enjoyment of future generations.” We once thought
that aggressive fire suppression met this goal. A more
complete understanding of fire tells us that excluding
this important natural agent of change only hurts
what we are trying to protect.

Unnatural change: Alien invaders!

Plants and animals evolve together in com-
munities over time. Often they keep each other
in check. When species get brought in from
other places, the newcomers may multiply wildly
since the competitors, predators, and diseases
they evolved with in their home communities are
not here. They break links in the local web of
life, badly disrupting species that depend on each
other. Sometimes they completely replace native
plants and animals.

Practice alien hygiene! Look for seeds and tiny
animals attached to shoes, clothes, waders,
equipment, tires, and pet fur. Wash mud from
under cars and on tires before coming into the
parks. The natives will thank you!

LATE SUMMER 2010
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Two immediate threats:
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SEQUOIA & KINGS C

WILDERNESS
OVERNIGHTS

Each park trail has a daily entry
quota for overnight trips, and
between late May and late
September a wilderness camping
fee of $15 is required. The quota
and fee are used to help protect
your wilderness environment and
experience. (They are not required
for day hikes, or for overnights in
the adjacent Monarch and Jennie
Lakes wildernesses in US Forest
Service. However, a free fire permit
is required for any open flame on
USFS land.)

A permit is required for each
overnight trip. Reserved and first-
come, first-served permits are
issued the morning of your trip or
after 1pm the day before at the
park permit station/visitor center
nearest your trailhead (see pages 8
& 9). If the quota for your prefer-
red trail is full, you can choose
another trail for that day or anoth-
er day to start, if space is available.
Permits are not issued after mid-
afternoon as minimum distances
must be reached before you camp.

Requests to reserve a permit for
a certain date are accepted begin-
ning March 1 and at least 2 weeks
before your trip's start date.

Reserved permits must be picked
up either the afternoon before or
by 9am on the day of departure. If
delayed, call the Wilderness Office
or you may lose the reservation.

Camping in the park's "front-
country" is permitted only in camp-
grounds. Camping or sleeping in
vehicles is not allowed in parking
lots, pull-outs, picnic areas, or trail-
heads in the park.

Wilderness Permit Reservations
Sequoia & Kings Canyon N.P.
47050 Generals Highway #60
Three Rivers, CA 93271
1-559-565-3766; Fax 565-4239

For more details, visit Wilderness
Information at www.nps.gov/seki/
planyourvisit/wilderness.htm or call.

HIGH SIERRA LODGE

e BEARPAW HIGH SIERRA CAMP
(DNCPR) www.visitsequoia.com
Reservations required:
1-888-252-5757. Open mid-June,
weather permitting, to mid-
September. This tent hotel is
at 7800" on the High Sierra
Trail, an 11-mile hike from
Giant Forest.

Star thistle is one of the most damaging -
non-natives in the state. Dense, thorny patch- =
es completely exclude native plants and limit _
wildlife movements. It is not yet established
here! If you recognize it from your home or
travels, make sure not to bring it in.

New Zealand Mud Snails completely take
over and change waterways that they invade.
'~ Due to their biology, just one snail can start a —__

huge population! They stick on gear; check
boots & waders thoroughly for this tiny
invader. Common just east of the parks, they
could easily be carried into the High Sierra.
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YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR SAFETY!

Natural areas present hazards. Rocks roll, trees topple, and
limbs drop without warning. Wild animals, uneven or icy ground,
and changing weather can pose dangers. People may create other
hazards through campfires, traffic, snowplay, and poor decisions.

Water is the main cause of death here. Many drowning victims
were walking or climbing near rivers and unexpectedly fell in.

The Park Service works to reduce risks, but your safety is in your
own hands. Keep alert. Read warnings and ask a ranger for advice.

- e — __
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DROWNING: The #1 cause of
death in national parks! Be extra
careful around waterways; falling in
is as dangerous as swimming. Once
in a river, getting out can be nearly
impossible: Rocks are smooth and
slippery; swift, cold water rapidly
saps your strength. Currents are
always stronger than they appear.

PLAGUE: Please do not feed or
touch ANY park animals. Fleas on
rodents can carry plague. Deer mice
feces can carry hantavirus.

POISON OAK: This /
common shrub grows up 2%
to 5000 feet eleva- .\
tion: Red leaves e e

in fall, bare in win-
ter; shiny green : /
leaves in groups of three in spring. If
you touch any part of the plant,
wash skin and clothes right away.

TICKS: Common in foothill and
Kings Canyon grasses; check your-
self after a walk. Their bite

is painless, but a small per-
centage carry Lyme disease.
Remove them carefully with
tweezers; seek a doctor’s advice.

GIARDIA in lakes and streams can
cause intestinal upset. lodine and
other chemicals may not be as reli-
able as heat in killing bacteria and
Giardia, but can be effective if used
properly. Boil drinking water at least
3 minutes.

HYPOTHERMIA: This life-threaten-
ing condition can occur year-round.
Stay dry; snack often. If others don’t
respond to the need for warmer
clothes or are stumbling, forgetful,
or extremely tired and drowsy, get
warm sugary drinks into them
immediately. Get them into dry
clothing, sleeping bags, and shelter.

Rules of the road

EXPECT TRAFFIC DELAYS

in several areas this summer.
See page 12 for details. Use
low gears in construction zones.

32’ VEHICLE LENGTH LIMIT
on Generals Hwy from Hospital
Rock to Giant Forest Museum
due to single-lane road. Maxi-
mum limit on other parts of the
Generals Highway is 40 feet (12
m) for single vehicles, 50 feet
(15 m) for vehicle + towed unit.

DON'T LOSE YOUR BRAKES
Frequent braking causes over-
heating and brake failure.
Instead, always downshift when
going downhill. In automatic
vehicles, put the gearshift on 1,
2 or L. The engine gets louder,
but it will save your brakes.

EMERGENCY CAR REPAIRS
For a tow: 565-3341 then press
zero (24 hours). In Sequoia Park
only, AAA available 24 hours for

lock outs, jump starts, out-of-
_gas, minor repairs: call 565-4070.
ONAL F

PREVENT CAR FIRES

Hot brakes & mufflers can
easily start fires. Stop only

on paved areas, not on grasses.

AVOID OVERHEATING
Watch your engine temperature
gauge or light. If it goes up,
especially when going uphill,
turn off the air conditioner
and turn on the fan. If the
engine fails, pull into a paved
area, lift the hood, and wait
awhile for it to cool. If the
problem is vapor lock, this
may take care of it.

LENGTH ADVISORY

On 12 narrow miles from Pot-
wisha Campground to Hospital
Rock Picnic Area in Sequoia
Park, advised maximum vehicle
length is 22 feet (6.7m). Altern-
ative: Hwy 180 from Fresno is
straighter, less steep, & wider.
Towing a car? Stay in the
foothills; use the car to explore.
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RATTLESNAKES, found in much
of these parks, are especially com-
mon in the foothills and near water.
Watch where you put your hands
and feet! Do not harass or kill them;
this is when most bites occur. Bites
are rarely lethal, ,

but tissue dam-
age can be
severe. If bit-
ten, avoid
panic; call a
ranger or 911.

LIGHTNING: |[f you

see dark clouds or lightning or hear
thunder, get inside a large building or
a vehicle (not convertible), if possible.
Do not stand under trees or in shal-
low caves. Avoid projecting above
the surrounding landscape such as
standing on a ridge, on Moro Rock,
or in open meadows. Stay away
from open water, wire fences, and
metal railings, which can carry light-
ning from a distance.

WEST NILE VIRUS is passed by
bites from infected mosquitos.
Human illness is not common, but
take steps to avoid mosquito bites.

CARBON MONOXIDE: This odor-
less, colorless gas can be fatal.
Never burn charcoal in closed
spaces, e.g. a tent, camper, or RV.

OZONE POLLUTION: See air-quali-
ty forecasts in visitor centers. Most
ozone rises into the Sierra on warm
winds. Levels of this colorless gas
are highest May to October, peaking
in late afternoon. The peaks some-
times reach “unhealthy” state/feder-
al. standards, and can affect respira-
tory systems. Ozone forms from
gases in car and factory exhaust.

BICYCLES

Ride on roads (not trails), single
file, and with traffic. Wear light
colors after dark. People under

18 must wear a helmet.

FINDING GASOLINE

No gas stations within the park.

Only Grant Grove market sells

cans of emergency gas. Fill up in

Three Rivers, Clingan’s Junction,

or in the National Forest at:

® Hume Lake Christian Camp:
559-335-2000. Year-round
24 hours with credit card.
11 miles (18 km) north of
Grant Grove via Hwy 180.

¢ Stony Creek Village:
1-559-565-3909. Gas available
24 hours with credit card.
Between Wuksachi & Grant
Grove on the Generals Hwy.

¢ Kings Canyon Lodge: 1-559-
335-2405. Gas usually sold
9am-dark. 17 miles (27 km)
north from Grant Grove on
Hwy 180.

GO SLOW FOR WILDLIFE!
Never feed animals by the road.
Cars often hit them if they wait
for handouts on roadsides.

——— Pp— o
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CELL PHONES rarely work well in
these mountains; don't rely on
them. Note where pay telephones
are available (see pages 8 & 9).

COUGARS roam throughout the
parks, but you are unlikely to see
one. Attacks are rare, but be aware.
_Watch children closely; never let
them run ahead. Cautiously
move away if you find a par-
tially buried animal carcass.
= If you see a cougar, the goal is
to convince it that you are not prey:

e Don’t run; it may trigger pursuit.

e Try to appear as large as possi-
ble. Don't crouch or try to hide.

¢ Hold your ground or back away
slowly while facing the cougar.

e Pick up children.

e |f the mountain lion acts aggres-
sively, wave your hands, shout,
and throw stones or sticks at it.

e |f attacked, fight back!

e Report any cougar sightings.

EXPLORE SAFELY: Avoid going
alone. Tell someone your plans and
return time. Watch and listen for
potential hazards above you, around
you, and on the ground. Slow down
to share roads and trails with people
and wildlife.

SAFE DRINKING WATER: The
13 park water systems are tested to
ensure that they meet federal and
state standards. Annual Consumer
Confidence Reports are available at
visitor centers.

OPERATION NO-GROW

Prevent illegal marijuana growing!

Keep parks safe, natural, and free

from illegal activities! Report suspi-
cious activities: 1-888-NPS-CRIME.

NARROW, WINDING ROADS
IN KINGS CANYON & NATIONAL
FOREST/SEQUOIA MONUMENT -
In Park: Hwy 180 East to Cedar
Grove; Panoramic Point Road;

& unpaved Redwood Mountain
Road.

In Forest: Big Meadows; Quail
Flat/Ten Mile, Converse Basin:
all unpaved.

IN SEQUOIA —

Crystal Cave Road: Maximum
vehicle length 22’ (6.7m).

Moro Rock/Crescent Meadow:
During shuttle season (5/27-
9/20), single vehicles more than
22 feet long and vehicles tow-
ing anything are prohibited.
Exception: display of valid dis-
abled-parking placard. On holi-
day weekends (9/3-6),private
vehicles prohibited on this road.
Mineral King Road: RVs & trail-
ers not recommended (not per-
mitted in campgrounds).

South Fork & Middle Fork roads:
Partially unpaved. Slippery
when wet.

MOTORCYCLES

e

___Avoid oil buildup on pavement.
LATE SUMMER 2010
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GIANT FOREST ROUTE (green): Free. Giant Forest Museum to Lodgepole, stopping

at the Sherman Tree. Every 15 minutes. First bus 9am, last bus around 6pm.
%-hour ride one way.

SEE SEQUOIA BY SHUTTLE!

Through September 20th

Be sure to check what
time the last bus
leaves to get you back
to your car.
Shuttles run through
September 20th.

o Giant Forest Museum
& All-Shuttle Transfer Point

¢ Sherman Tree wheelchair-accessible trail
Parking with disabled-placard only

o Sherman Tree - Main Trail & Parking
Park here to walk down to tree.

€ To Grant Grove, Kings Canyon
National Park, and Hwy 180

Dorst Campground
Lodgepole Market

Lodge & Rz\s’;‘ak:f;m & Visitor Center
gicaea @] 11 '%]E] ¢ =] &)

* 2 stops: Lodgepole Campground
Lodgepole Visitor Center

MORO ROCK/ CRESCENT MEADOW ROUTE (gray): Free. Leaves Giant Forest
Museum every 15 minutes; stops at Moro Rock only on the outbound trip.
First bus 9am, last bus around 6pm. 15-minute ride one way.

¢ Giant Forest Museum

¢ Moro Rock - See description below.

e Crescent Meadow- See description below.

LODGEPOLE/ WUKSACHI/ DORST ROUTE (purple): Free. Every % hour.
First bus 9am, last bus 5:30pm.

« 3 stops: Lodgepole Market. Lodgepole Campground,
Lodgepole Visitor Center (R

o Wuksachi Restaurant & Lodge [&
¢ Dorst Creek Campground (Stops here through 9/9)

GIANT FOREST TO VISALIA ROUTE (blue): $15 round trip. No additional park

Lodgepole
. Campground &
=) Shuttle Parking

AIS]PI(]

Sherman Tree - Main Trail

i P}

=) Moro Rock [

J To the Foothills, Three
Rivers, and Hwy 198

ﬁ Giant Forest Route - Free ﬁ Lodgepole / Wuksachi /
Dorst Route - Free

ﬁ Moro Rock / Crescent ﬁ Visalia Route -
Meadow Route - Free Reservations required

a@ Transfer points: Giant Forest Museum and Lodgepole stops

entrance fee. Reservations required; call 1-877-BUS-HIKE or www.sequoiashuttle.com.
Two-hour ride each way. Buses leave Visalia for Giant Forest at 7am, 8am, 9am, & 1pm.

Buses leave Giant Forest for Visalia every hour starting 2:30pm through 6:30pm.

SEQL
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GIANT FOREST

BE CAREFUL. Review safety advice
on page 5. You are on your own in
the parks; travel safely! Let someone
else drive — try the shuttle.

GIANT FOREST MUSEUM
Shuttle stop. The best place to
learn about sequoias!

BIG TREES TRAIL
A paved, level, 2/3-mile (1 km)
loop with colorful trailside panels
describing sequoia ecology. Start
at Giant Forest Museum; parking
at the trail is only for cars with
placards. 1 hou