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The ei..ddle horses 8.».d p,::;,ek stock used on the trip were the r..ersonal. 
properly of the writer or of J&r. lel,ell&n.. Rather more tb.•sll the usual 
dai.l.y mile.:~e tor tr•i':.V&l ot this sort w.aa made,. ~s we averaged t'1lent, 
ll'ilea per W'-1' r:tnd on St.MN da:711 me.de thirty f'i flh, lone of the ~•• 
of ~eportatioa 1 fffdir.lg or ~ther aa.illtenence co•t of the au~a 
wits bome by the gffe:rnmeni. 

OrJ.i~ly 1t wus ealelil.~,ud th~t hard.J.7 ~ more t.ime would be re. 
cu.ired to tr.,,vel dire-etl.y' thx-ough the moua.tuirus troa the back country ot 
&:uoi.H -~ l~s ~on t..o :Devils Postpile aud tbe back eountxy of 
Yos(~te then would be needed to ~ the long• ro\tlld.a1>out trip rroa 
the back counti:7 of Sequo:tlil. dom to h~dr:.~,rters, thence by ;;uito do1tn 
ato the 86.n JoarJld,.n Valley lilld north ap the m&.1.n hii:;hwa,-to loaemite 1 
81lld then ht.ck in"to the high ~tq .~.. The intent Wi, s to follow t.lle 
3olm 111.lir fi•ail troa Seq11ota to tosi'.:aite .!.Uld th.ua gi~in a better know-ledge 
of eondi:t.ions 1n the high Sierra - in which the writer bad nner been 
before - w.n w;ould otherwise be po~sible. 

&et\U:i.lly lt tur.ued out that &le to A'8<,\V,J nawa ~ a late $prin31 
ooneide:rable port.ions of the Zou Jltli.r trill were otill ~Sflltble, 
neceasi.½.a.ting long detoura over di.tlieult and 8€1ld.011 used wdls, so th:~t 
tt week's tilt.e Wb,S loat trom thia ca.us•• Aeoortliailf, r..U time over «:!.ad 
-llb.OTfJ that \'lhi.eb ~ haYe been rec~1rsd to S;;Ute the trl.p tl'l'er the ueu.sl 
.:.JJto route tJn"'OUgh the Saa lea ,lliJJ. Vfallt::7 was ch!irged b7 th.a wrl.ter tQ 
..mnv.al l~ve. '?'he obserri:i.tii,na 11.mde d~ this leave period a.re an 
u:t.egr.,:..l µirl or the waole picture 1 howner,. a.u ha•e been incorpor&.ted 
ia full into this report. 

The detailed itinitraey of the trip ta giYen under the VRrious areas 
tre.a tcd below. 



Itiner1.iry 

:f.'he route W&$ !:rom Acll llount.nin to Hoapit.cl Rock LilC thence u.p the Mitlc:le 
fork vf the Kar,eh N.iwr to Little lit>-.;.;:r~w iei1c'io1,. no:lll Little Be"1.rp,:n1< the 
High Sierra Tri.ail wus follovted aero&& tb.e Cha.goopa Plateau mad up thf:l Kern 
C<:tnJOn; on the C-u{.i.€;,-lOl)a Pl,';,teuu a ide ti·ip .vas ,11.rtde :aorthvi0ro. up to Red 
Spur to investi~\to t1Ka1'?e~.,2b :&.i:.:ir. f.e5erveff and ,cllOther side trip Wit8 taken 
from Big ~1~oy-a u:to Little Five Le...ke!' basin.. From Kern Cl,.n)l'l;;in the seldom us.ed 
trail up T)'lltl.ili Creek w;:1.~ i'oll4ww, Via the Bi~horl'l. Pla~,a:u, i:.o She1)h.!£;:rd Pati:, 
c,lld thooee to Indpntlenee for suppliE'·s .. 

f~t<a¼:l 221:,di tM5s.. A ;/;<ell )u.1:1.intG.lxietl etoek t:t-.,;.il com1eolt:s ksh Ylt>uutain 
with Hospital E:Oek but it i.: very seldom U,i,H!id, ;.,nd ~:hile thel'e no inducement 
to hikers to t,c.,,ke th.it> r-ou:;;.;e beeuuse t.hE:: &utoni.obile ltlghwa-7;;. _;_:J'.ll'tlleJ.s it. 

~•~;i ~1w;t~. Tt.::w Midr:ile Fork of the K,,:Wf.;:ab Rivm~ tr;:iVOJ".'SfiS o. p:re­
cipitous t!'!-tn.Sition zone country of rather high st:Jame.r tt::!mperatu.re~ where dense 
cllepa.rr;s.l 6rowth Cru:iad:i,in forest meet. 

JAf:,1if1;.. The steep densly torestec. nort..11-facing ;~lopeG on the :.:on.th side 
of the river eoustitut-es a.11 ina..c,ce$ refuge for such lorast dwellers as 'the 
eoug r liDd fi$her; :in ff;et most o:f thi.s area comprises the important "Fisher 
Rei:erve-• whicrh w,1,s recenUy set aside. 0np the diie· side or the river but htgher 
up in :i.-~0d grRnlte coun.t3."Y, L:,c1;;.ted th.e secnc.ie.lly s-peetaculsr granite 
Cre-ak: Reserve ,,:1-deh 11as i3.e.t a.site by the pa1".k ~u.istrr;tion tor the study .::tnd 
prote:etion of the golden trout (photoi .o:f these ?eserves iiere taken. but were 
spoiled). 

'fh1z:i chapp,.:si.r,d.-clothsd ;::outl:. ... fi:cc:i.ng slopes of th€ tidcle Fork ar(}8 afford 
abunu .. rnt .food "'»d eoVT;.;r for dee-r, be/:.',r e,nd grouse. 

Beer. Dropping·s noted Jul7 17 r.u.qng the trail indic:ei,te.d H heavy diet of 
!llmZ;f;1JUtfi. berries, ,,ith wh:L:h the lni.::hes are heavily J.ad,en at this senson. 

At I.ittl-e Bearpa:w Head.ow 2.. luge male and t1,,o :.f€•a·l1ng cubs iiieri'. present. 
The latter came t-o the edge of ca.Alp ::ncI :;'howed :i.n.terest in our grub. Tiley 
had px0e\"ioiit.il;r dug up part.ially buried ga.rh,.ge left by !, previous eem.pil'.l.g 
p'3.l"ty and 'h.sd become camp-oonseious ,'9.E ii. re~ult of this experience, £J.though. 
as yet they were not so b&.dly ;;poiled as to s.ttGi'apt ,ft raid o:n our supplies. 
U caapers 1.1could bU .. t'l'l. s.11 ga.rb~1ge• incJ..u.. ing tin c~;ne (wh:tch \'fiould the1·eby 
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lltet1tieat1on 

ho:m time tt> time izl. t~e }h&t Yad,ous comments • some of th.em ia .a 
rather hUD'iOrous •ein - b.aTe been l.t!Lde to the effect t.hat whereas the 
regiowu field men ot the techaical br,Aches are 11tal"'kedJ.7 aetive in 
•king hurried v1aits to the a.d~ers of the pari(.s Gd IIOll'WlentlS 
1n thet:' large terri.toriea, 7et •eh persona baYe often displqed but 
slight first bud .mowl~ e ot the mirrounding park terri toq ancl. onl.7 
a.limited. g:rasp Gt the ~W pro'bleu related thereto. 

liuee there seeu to be :DO m;.y of a..-oidtng the aeceseity ot aubmtting 
teebrd.cal eoaeate on loeal.Pf.\rk pro'ttl._ from a acre or less d11tant 
ce.ntnl ott1e• 1 1 t ~ Ue cblt1 of those who ha.Te to llf!ie th• 
~,,. to avow ttu.s tom of eri tieia lly boring the ~1ions 1D 
cuestio.n. It :l.s for this re:,~ uaelg to bec,ome ae~ated wi ta a 
hitherto tmll\11111~ reeioa, J.n mu.eh• ~rgeJWllber of EOI projeets 
luive beea. aiti.a:ted ia the ~st that the m.ter &a.de the Fese:o.t stUdy. 

Seope ot Slib,&et latter 

W1thou:t a doubt the pre1:Hmt pel"iod is Olle o:t eh.:tn.ge on the lti.gll 
Sie!'JJ"fi.: Some of the conditions here reeorded are the pl'oduct of earlier, 
iaore prl.ild.tive t.ues and prol:mbly- will aot last lllUch longer,. hr this 
J''fW.BOn the tollowbg repori 1Dcl\tde1 Yariou~ obaerrr:itioas mu.ch a.re not 
al.wef• dlreetly «mnected r1ith ,d.ldlife bllt :'i$.1Gh aeera wrtb.7 o:t record 
so w.t the;r can be eompared id.th later devlid.opments:; and beee.use they 
ma,- \)e of use to persons aot peraotu,.11.y ••inted with the region. In 
wee:tment ot a6.feet uw.tter tbE. ,dlia h-t,a been to avoid a narrow, stvietly 
vf.Udlife point of new in f&Tor ot tae broader conside.ra·:;ion ot wilderness 
YUll&81t 

E '.ltlpmsnt tend As1;1ist::;n.ce 

The trip was made 1n com~ with ltr. 1\,- B. lcLellm who 1s t.. friend 
tJ.nd r.urd,gb.bor of the Wl"it,er and ttn ezperienfM!d mountain ~ mo lived tor 
a consldera<le time 1n tbe Sierrlit »ev~da ye:,:rs ago. lb:·• MCJLell,;;',n kiadl.J 
TOl.unteered to r.?.'O r,loug f(ll" the pleasure of tbs trip-. His de~ed k:aov1ledge 
ot trail cond.itions f,nd the condition. of the r,i:uge fifteen 7e~1.t>1 ago, when 
JlOSt ot the countq oioh " tra•eled was he.J:.1'i.q sheeped or gn,zed by 
cattle, was ef>peei~y Tr~ble as ;,:~ b~"'sis at comparison ·with conditions 
in the s-JI\& plaees W>Ww 



The zigzags on t.he .short cut treil up to Little Bearp.aw Meadow are steeP, 
lmt their Yety 1,rlaiti-reaeas coatribu:tes to the iidldemess -.taoephere :La 
a way toot a sophiatieated., ~i:aeered pe:tJi .. v eaa.ot ®• 

iaillll?r~ ~!- Superintendent White ealled attention at the 
begimtin,.J; or tile tdp to the fire lla:mrd condition !xi' the llddle Fort 
U"ea• poiat.ing out. that bl tJua region, v.tt.er-~,. the iaf'l,umahle eh.t·,ppa.ral 
adJoi.u th.e foMst, the d9llger of :rue ts ~rtieuL.rly gri:.at, beC8».se coa­
side '&ble a11llibers of fishe:raea traT-el up ,..aid down the rivar. SU:perillten.cent 
Mbite swted that a t.ruck trttil ap the liddle lork is neces&al"1 in orda 
to give e.deqaa.te fin :,roteetion to the ~. 

Big ~ ~i!ld Ch~oopa Plate--• 

Is• ·!J, AJne11- l'roa tae MidrJle Po~ lolmtry one climbs rapid.17 UP­
ward towe.cl the ffllalit of the Q~t Western Divide, r1hich riYals the main 
~ eren in haii .. ht and apeeu.cular b€;Q't7• Ia diszy zii;zags the High· 
Sierra Tr&il scales the graat. te slopes,. tmtil the f'oraet i~ let\ f"~r below. 
4.'t lexrgth it cws.aes tu divide .ti;\ laweah <hr, around wheae e'.Nxgs the thud.er 
rables, and ent.£rrs the loug alptaa lle' .. dow at the hea.d ot Big Affo70• 
Cbagoc,pa Plate.au. is a high spa.eioae rather ~03 ~,.bl.e L:nd, most.q torest­
covered but also v.i.th JU.:~ 11$&dows, of ':hich _, Pa:dow Jleadow is the large;:.;t• 
.md se'fecral le.ke.s tmd ~ ..,.. 

tWnll3fS• Deer. lvidatl.v rather e01llm0!1 1n Big Arroyo aad on ~oopa 
nat-Oa'tl. 

kw~ ~sin Reserve.. It WK$ hop&d t.hti;t e tl"iP cow.d be u.de into the 
remote laweah B.asi;n Reserve, but the ditfie:ulties at.tent:k:.n.t UJ:-Oll r.enetr;:::.tiDg 
this aoun aia-riaged ~. to "c:hich no trail has ffer beea buil:t• prevented 
the wri~ar from c 11s•iag ita luu-riers d:!.trin:s -the time at our dispotll',.l• 

FroQl the C'twgoop:ii Plat~ side a aeries o.t _ lorty ridges bar the we:, 
except at the [lout.hem c..-nd of led. S:pur,, where it apr;ie.a.rs that au ~re.ace mt;;ht be 
gaJ.ned1 lb.rough the thick timber (Pig. 2J Ne· USO Pigs.. 5, 9) • . , ~ 

•• iloseph ~ has statM that so far a.a he lalo~s t,b.f;! OJU.T ~ being• 
who have entered the regioll. 1a. receilt ;rears &.rel Yern:o.n &Ue1 (be:tweea 
1930 and 193.3), a tieb. plaa:t1-g a:1M (lv.aged by the pre~ ot !iiJl to ban 
ateNd soae tin prior to 1934), ir-e11 Qf f'orestry type -.pping CN;llf (1933), 
loe,;,::;fl ~ (19.34). S...ral old -time aounttd:a meo at Indepeudeuce, l"loreJWe 
"•• !EiAd liDgs -~ who were int.erriewtid b7 t.Ae writ•i- k:aew the loeatioa 
ot tile kweah Basin. veq well bat OJ1l¥ one of tha {Mr .. Gates ot I:ndependeace) 
had eYff been in there. 

As pointed out in a lf.8a.pol"t on hse.urc.h lle&erves Prof,osed for Sec;uoia 
.I ti®id. ~~rk• (Octobe 91 193S), the Et.rwet.ilh Bd:d.a h&effe idew.17 t'Ul.tillt1 
the re;::ld.remen.t.& of &. rese&reh reserve,. Os the other b.aad, the aaeceasiaUity 
i,spo9ed bf its ~ u.tui:1111. ~iers renders it v.nattrtiet.ive to th& pesairlg 
tourist; ~r a tae eTent that such~>-visitor S:bould gaia entr-..:J:tCe to 
the area,. he. ,;iouJ.tl find notb.ing there ilbich ~as not abDnJ.&ntly a1'ailable 
in tu mirrouni:iin;; cOUUV.J • for these reaOODs it is ('8"neStly rec~tid that 



( 



,, 





l'.\(H:il" 

aQt 01·r:M,'l,'ti,€j • 

:i;:,riw.:t.ive 

,, , ., . ·. , . e 
f. 

ley 
: I' 







fig., 9. Vieri l()o.ldJlE: e_,e,t .irom the Ri .. h S:i®l'l ... t TrNil t't<O rri.leiB ~~hov~ J'!lncrt.ion Btb'.d:Jo.,u,. t1ho\':ti th<w 
tort:t•f,l&11-likt> e, ;;;t .· ud n.o,·th boundi._,"ins ((lotted line) of thiUt hKekJ1 Bi: .. ;d.n R1JS131Te.. In the 'fu 
dii3t,.no0 {uP:lf,2 vi.;h.t) c~,n be l:3€en the: formi.1Lble pimliiiCles i<hit.'.,h the b,::..td,n tnm rp ·1~t£;.cll~ 
from ths:, bOUth •,-te:; t; the wid.ei c~5le len:u oi' the; e .. ;m<}l'i;, U~,t'i ft:,ilu ·r;,o rcif,I>oei.U.00 tht, :uMs;;r,.ive ·>t"OflOX-­

,u,JnB •1nd t;hc, ,;.ws-inliipi:rlng pcrp'3iildicul,,1:-lty of tb.ei:!r; clist,n.t !Jt~?Jta (IS,..Reo £>:otu:·9 fll-~d t, ".>t·,,,h.1 
l'.c!W' r,,l ' .. ' ) 
..@!l/"'D ,\d.;JC t,.,L..ll .. 
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Ira to:re;ited r-0?%,;i::1nt1, oo hLnd;. fz,111:,ll loirs oftin aie:nre &;.l5 ::;oil-

~ike · 4
••• 

€f:$:@®sid.ve t.'".:,n-c;ff i'.,hf::Cit i.nei1:,ittri:t . ;ulll(;:y t ;c_ t 
wid:®t1t tr,:dl f rolf.i 
: nd. sc,rwr;,,cl to crll to 

'll]?" 

fork flo6o ,h.5 

22,. 'lypier.l via,; of' t.11w. 
no?tl'l ,;s.11., a.1:1 e,;,;~ 

Creek t.:r.'lr .:U .. ., 

he.~ l"ii!:C®'iv,:til r&0rr.; ~.v.blL i-t;r 
i:~s th~ ·1:.11«• tin:, IS 
XJ;lOi,:ll tiekU.e Fork t,.;;.n;y{Jtfi its 
{ 'l?' w,,-,, ···4·) dJ..10::; B,o. :< ~:-.#{ , i 

more :.ir·i1rdtive 

HicM.le !'o:rk 
th®~ on 
eentr,.1 m;.;:.$6 

will :coo:n 
niece ot 

" '.f{@odwo1.:th. The f loo:r of 
l.Ls $.;)hl,® ;;.soo b$rtCh 

,51£:ti,,,;t«;cl ioriiaa, 
swift-flo,;;:ini dver .. 

mo1~~ IS(} (fi;; " :?5); 



ft.re 23, A'\ typici,,l 1~1:tj.wJJ. @f li!.i<irUC} Fort c:::.~Qllf v1" tx-~ 
~.rm,-1,n tI"til.11$ loo.idJ:14! l~t-e iww the pre~:.fl.ce of O<}t::t;:,oio:w..,l 
m$';1;;,b.i)Jl~ 
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* ciuperintendent Guy Hoppin 6 of General Grant Natiom-.i.l Park hao since 
lnfor:n.ca tht:, writer one or tt,u other hccve succeeded in pi'iS1:,ing 

throut;h thd gorge 



~ 41!1' iisOell tme 
the viciniv or 

tFO 

ff61:' ~ 







llt'ct"'.'GW 
:.or 









fli• ZS ... Glimpsci oft.he 
lJ.gEH::Ue 1,1oi.t1te-d ~,;:xets is 
se;f'::n E':rom the a;.D(,nito:oed 
1in12.rist line :ro;;;_d,. The 
wide ru:tgl(t; lens f:iils to 
do Justice to th.es® :spire 
J..::U:e C-Cltg i5e 

- I 
I 

volc:nic .. 



A.I.,xe U &. 

b$el\ :t:~rfld!ld &a b:r4Mil4W 

p~ M'~~ rmows ~dl• l!lner alt,: aaa to eca-
• • Ri. Q'\i"ff _,_,_. S~J 

·--llln, lldDl't~:foitt .. e ~ t~~ belo~ &ere 

• -0h. ·lit 

th 

aN,~-~~·.·· •• 
" • ,t;. a.st ~ ~ J'.~i&ill. 

0a Au:;;,cu91t. ft 
,,,._,_ speeie1 •rs. s~ ~ 

o:rk 

•.~ 

·r-s 
~ -sts t 

&ifflf;;l9 ~•' ~Ce W Calt.t:01ma lull 
el)Uf. 2@ • .fU.,l,.fiJII di,t;ti,,m.1,1 t,U, 

u.e, ~i~ ••n,1.tion i~ act aai aDcim1~:.1 tiJNit.;: 
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E;.nd rmi:11u'.l lite, the onl:, ,-±r;!p~~t, of rot.i~ eontiltructio:n ree1u.i:cing eo,~.ai:\nt 
:Ls it$ eff eet on th-fI :~:;:d.n ti Vf;;; plet \ll"e.. !he eoruvt.ruet1on of '- rot.c: often in­
vol 1t?.:z; ,h ktuch gr s.tm:- dititurb::.nee of' ori::;i!i.t.l env.lromf:nt tr .. cn is im,i;llieti 
D"J" Jn.:,t "' n,~!'OYJ lint, clra.-.m on s. li18.p1. ,ind it i1!,.ll2t of°t',i.Jri be di:f'.,:'.':icult :or t.}1.ei:Je 

Giho ia.::,ve to TIV~il .fin,11 ci.eeii:.ion& on ro:s.d ._uesti..Jns .f:r-oiA !!1 (j;_l;sti:,.nc® to ?ic-t-ure 
t'lat::, tot;;;l ,:aount of istttXkxiee n&ceSLcR:ri.ly in:volve<l in adc.it.ion to .msrely le.Y""' 
i~ out s l'OtJ!: beii the colm.tr1 .. 

Tll.e eox-iert:ruction ot neir Tiogu,. Rot.a. i;;; EJ:l'cl'.i.tione<l itl1 :_ny t:wu,'::ht 
of cz·i tiei~nr 'LK.mi.er in the r,roj@et., once it decided upon, 

h;;:tndl.sd1 but .,;tr-ti'c: .. w;,t;; it illustr,it· :S thi co.s2pl0x, U"l"'ev;oe:0 He, p9r-
l1zpR 1;} •:rtlw 1.mtors,,nn tn o!' (ist-1:t?br:ncec: '+,ich is set up 7.3\ ,,,,,cm Et£! P:11 
0i~"bo;.;tc .,., ~f, trdr\yx:.e (fig~ .35) 1:, ,J;th~:dzed,. The ·11,1,;e liM ~f t1,f.rtlE;ht 
iip;_;;lle~ eveI: more foreihl.7 in tJ:le ease; of th.$ .letch .!ietclly i:'.cJl oo:cist:r-uetion pr,o­
j,N:t r;i,antioneci b,alow.,. 

fig .. 31,,.., lt'ore@t kill'"',a br i:l:l£J(c:et 
1.1.t-taek 1iuring ths outbz,e.::d.c ,,hicl1 
stdrtcd ~:bout 1916; T.ie',, t,,;tl;,:en 

from the ol<l. Tiegs, .Rou.d (nssw 
l"(M,d tJill oo <;. bl'OfLQ,fl P<'-VCC. 

;a111) near TuolUWtne-£iei.S::-.:ot,t1 • 

It .. ill be noi:,,E:ci t:1ut. reJi:rioc:,"G..ction 
is vigo:rous 1md mensi,re r,o 

fore,st ce:r.mot be llii:.dd to 
bJ.::, in of s,x-tinction., 



.. 
:r1~/j_ffi. 





















aJSd tke re.sultJ.ng hole is to be flooded 1.1.th .ater to fora an art.tf"icitl lto.k-e 
io as to conceal the scar. 

Leke J:l&a:a0r is aao~r artificial re~10ir r,ith ~'>idrt.l.7 :tluet.ati:ng ¥.U~:.:r level; 
h~, unlike ile::tch letc-h7 1 a portion of the present botly of w.-atar, w..s 
o:rigin;S;ll7 a r.mtvw. lake. ~ a-, the careta.keJ.-•s house ~ &f3csoeia:t,-* l»i,Udtngs •. 
a road, and a wo~k caap ha'V'fa oilli"ter!t~d aJlY ~EJs V"-i>.l.ues.. 

' ~:.'.'fa ftm1. .t,ruce lle&DOl' is e iaportaat egg takiag station. !he ~-a.tar 
leYel f~ ~u\ 2S feet d'Vil\g the Wlltlfl' 1 lRlt the origin:~,l $.; retains enough 
water to E:llithle the ti.sh to r~WTlft. 

At. the Bel.ch Betc'b.7 B.eael'Y'Otr_. .i;..lso., old ~aterlines T.i-siblE; on the caa,on wills 
aboYe the present water surfaee• together ,;ith the ,Pl'ef!euce of a ~ne clewid of 
ftgetat1cn 1 bdica1tie thet th• wt.er leTel tluet.uates at l.e~st ~ent.y five feet-. 
Such .-trae fl.ue••t.1.ou pl"e1'(•t the est.ablisbmellt o:f' nB.1 iapo,rtant aqua.Uc f'ood 
pl.qt., as poiated out. 'br J)r. • id~ L Bond 1a & dl.dltf e aeao?"lll.nda dated 
lo~ 12• l.93.S. 

:!".:.►.. .,....... 

1£11Jr fklr&iwal• The W?'i'\el- ae. ~. t.aat onginal contract ld.ds for the 
coutll"Qcticn •Of the Of~f$q" la) callee :tor the building of a fom- foot 
wide• Oiled tratl ill the way a,tt011Dd the re$el'VOU at the high ~¥1' llu. 

!id u1 P:kliln lr1!Mata .· •~ eastie a.l teration of natural cont.ii tions which 
has take place 1n tl'd.a regi01t h&S p.Nfoundl.7 disturbed man, fems of iiiildlif'e. 
ha a~ Y'i~ hoWever• the~~ d&struot1011 of ~as 
Y&lues is auch aore serious• mad thi£ ef.ff1Sil«r8.t1cm alcme tt10uld fully J u.ttt1f'J the 
dete1"miaed opposiU® which the Serdce baa etf..,_ to tha ~ta.ti.on ot th& 
ot the area. Probaoq the ...U.el.y :realfyin& CQftSGQ~s of huge proj eets S'Ueh 
as this are not el.eH21'ly aeen tf- those 19ho hisf't'e to make fiml. decisions on thea 
f?'Oll rf".aot.e h.et.tdqva.rtera. 11.lO ~ f•eee the fw.l extent of 1.iildwness de► 
tr\lctt.oa. iael.udlag ul the roacit\• trails,. t~, nutenance sts.tioa.$,- trlUl'lwaJ"!S, 
etoek ~a. bo'l"'l"$W p1 ti,- aouataiaaide scare, power lines 1 nbandoned cam.pa, a.ad m~ 
owt.er~:tiou._ ~icit bl the drti~7iug of a Ur,ty eepeat ot 11ae, represeatug a 
&ia,.aero.ss this~ 

' .. . .£3:thcugh the deatro.eti0t1 ot tigue,1 lhado• will 'be eone(;li,l.ed 'b7 .Ulling the 
hol• dth w,g,'8r - 'flhidl is. doubtles:e the betit choice .of expedie!lU - of eourse 
thls a..fztruaas~lJlee can mt be used. as an &l"~t. 1n fa'IO'r ot tba Ketch Be~ 
pnJect.• since the pvpoae bebind tbe eetiiiblislment of the ~ l'i~,s ·t,o preserw 
natural con.di Uou and this ~v1ai'ie is not aet b; e.:rfil icit'1.ll7 ~.nging 
tbs sce:Mry to m.ake a pretty picture. Perhaps the Me:ri.fiee of thia area 1n 
Yolk~ite may help pre•,·trttt other raids 011 the ne.t1ontl parks sucn as the threa'tont.~ 
construotion of a turm.el tlu•o~ lioeky mountain lat.tonal Park. 
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.Altl\0;-up. ~e mmual claatic qcle t.hro~at most of California is 
cbuacteriaed by cool rai,ny td.n.t.u-s alternating dth hot, m"'y sl1m!!lers,. the 
eli11.s.t.e of various large :m.ou.nt.aia JUIUHs•s ri.91.n,g above 8000 feet cons ti tu.tes u 
e:xo.eption to tl1.1ii.i, rule. fo higher portiou of Sierra Jfenda•. in particular I ai-e 
subject to frequent ~r tl:umderstvns ,,,C::bieh exert a ~une.- effect upon 
the vegetation e.nd tkus s.econdarily upon the a.s.ooc.iated d.l.dlil'e •. 

AU r&si.4Gts alld. habitual Tisi.tors whoa n eneount.ered in tbe aountaias 
agreed that the rains ha:t't; be.,m he~llier and more p;rolonged than usua.l thia 
sumer,, &mi that forage condi tione are tae best h at lea.et tel:1 years., Certaiill.7 
feed was abtmdaat nearly eve3/")-where• .slid •s lty ao me£:V.Ls used up even bl tbe 
vicinity of the sheep camps. Perhaps this WIIJ!7 a.bt.mden«• howver; ha.i resulted. 
ia na tmd:ul;y favorable iapresaion as to the effeets of gradng 1n tlte region. 

Rain f'0ll duril'l€ 16 of' the 28 da1s spent by the Ytrtter in the Ugh eo•trr• 
tJ8\lt¼ll1 the aky •ulo. be s-.what o,,ercast ill the llO:t'Diag but \\1th m aetual 
rau., then sbortly aft.er lunch the air would ~ noticabl.7 colder and rain ~,ould 
eotm1ence to fall• often eo:i.tuag dee very bard for three or fo-ur !tours to th• 
aceom.J)!ll.!.lllent of a prodigious Cl"&sh.!Dg l'lJ'ld nabliag of thunder among the mi~t e1'1-­
eircled crt:'.lllll• Tor4d •~ i!lhe •v,npom- would subside,,, and durag the night. 
11 ttle or n;;:m.e would fall, ,id.ch was deeideq eG1n·t.itli(>.!lt,. 

These recurrent attenoon showers kept the po:rou,, ao1mtain soil r-eeld.ng l.ike 
a spong•• so that the high mea~ws were still eoWi:red Id.th flowers and green 
g;raa:~, whereas ua.~y by tht2t ~ or yea:z. the feed eoaenoea t.c ~ up. 

10:M.Gi emm-IGBS 

4 ~ ot r ozage conditions obsGl"'I& on this -trip 11:,, g1 Ten here rd tht 

a ,a 

fiddle fork 
of kweah Ri YM" 

Big Jtnoyo 
to Upper 1\mston 
lead.ow 

f!P'!OF 
, ra&Glt 

~UiJ..ITY AMOO'NT li'ENCED 

Little Beupaw 11eadow wet meadow good 
(other loeallti&s ia 
this vicinity &a.id to 
be good• mt not visitaa.) 

Big Azro,o almost through-- bwebgrass fine 
ou·~; Sky Parlor !leadow irnd and we, mead-
elsewhere on Chagoop~ ow 
Plate.nu 

l-AA~ 

2 or ,3 Present 

\Ulliiait- Pres~nt 
ed u Mg 

lt.;fro,O 



~sil 
tern Caayon 
f:rom Upper 
l'mston Meado,, 
to T~ll Creek 

Tyndall C:Tt<"ek to 
Shepherd Pa.es 

Shepherd Pase 
to Independence 

b.depend.ence to 
Onion Valley 

~"'1Bilq to 
iullf'rog Lue 
and Yieird't7 

Dubbs Creek 
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I£gea.tion of fo;t<ige Ti;ee of ForGt,ge 
Dppor Funston Meadow wet meadow 

Korn Rot Spring wet 11.ec.dow 

Kern Canyon between Iern l:nmchgrass 
Hot. Sprl.21€ and Junction 
Meadow 

lmction Meadow wet met,-dow 

Ju:netion of Tyndall hunchgrass 
Creek ~mi Ken River 

Bighorn Pl:,: teau lld bunehgrass 
rlcWty and wet meadow 

00$8 of the hills 

Owens Valley 

bunchgrass 

base of the hills 

OD.ion Valle7 

Vicildt7 or Bullfrog 
Li..lke 

bunchgrass 

wet iaeadow 

Xings Canyon Mstional Park 

Vitiette 
riea.dow 

wet meadow 

&uaJ:.¼tz 
good 

fair 

good 

poor 

gooti 

good 

good 

good 

good 

fair 

fair 

Fenced 
alOUlll Pasture, 

about 10 Present 
aerea 

2 or J Presint 
acre$ 

liaited; none 
sporadic 

l or Z none 
acres 

limited none 

unlimmd none 

several none 

limited none 

approprtated 
by pack 
stock none 
eoneeasio11 

app::opria ted 
b,r 
campers none 

2 or 3 ac:res; 
ap;,:ropriated 
by CBJD.pers 
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Goddard Canyon 
to florenc~ Lake 

Glorenee Lake to 
Silver Pass tla 
Vendllion Valley 

John Jiu.ix frail 
trom clil ver Ps.;ss 
to JJeviL:; Po£t 
Pile 

East side ot 
Hell-For-Sure P~tss 

S$Verttl liU:LO:OiiS in 
God.on.rd Canyon 

Blaney '1eadows 

Jackass f.,Jeooow 
(or Florence Lake) 

Mono Mea.dow 

South ~ide of 
Silver Pass 

Deer Creek 

Devils Po i\!ltpile Bumerous ,:;mall 
to Volc£inic Hilige m.eE·.dows 

wet mend-Ow 
and bunchgrass poor 

bunehgrass fair 

good 

'l'ret 1;;eac;.ow a.nd fine 
bllll.chgrass 

wet meadow v.nd. 
buncllgrass 

wet llleadort 

said to 
be good 

good 

fair 

11,et mee.t:ow end gooc. 
i:PJnehgrass 

wet meudow tind good 
bunchgras~. 

wet ~eadow f~ir 

wet mend.ow good 

hundreds of 
acres• but 
the country 
is &heeped 

Fenced 
ast.tre 
uone 

large ac:re,:;_ge, none 
but 1:>heeped 

il.n aggregate 
of perhap~ 
25 ~cres 

luailY ae:ces 

5everal acres 

25 or more 
acres 

m~ years, 
but grazed 
by cattle 

tibout 20 
acreil 

pres:::cn 
in tit 

le~st 
one 

presen 

none 

several none 
acres 

m.:::.ny 2.erEcs present 
priv2.tely 
o·uneci; 7 or 
8 l!C:.'.'€S of 
public p;:;1.stu.re 

a,greg1:;,te of 
perhaps 40~ 
acres 

pres0rl; 
poor 
she.pe 



k£q.l 

John :luir TraU 
from Devils Post-
pile to Tuolumne 
M.eado,s 

TuoitlWle Meadowa 
to Pate Valle;y 

Rancheria. 
Mounte.in 

Retch Hetehy 
to lake Eleanor 
Tia Beehive 
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I,gcat~on of forage Trne of Forage. 

Paice Flat blmchgro.ss 

Between :Pu.mice bunch.grass 
Flat and b'hadow Lo.ke 

(Agnew Meadow lies 
east of here) . 

Shadotr Lake wet i:nem.dow 
and bunchgras& 

Garnet Lake and wet alpine aeac.ow 
(.Sherl:w ~ 
Thousand Island Lake 

Rush Creek wet meadow and 
bunehgraas 

l,ell Canyon .,.ileadoW 

Tuolumne Meadow~ m·;y meadow 

Fl'f.W Yalley dry lAel«lOW 

top of the plateau dry m&aciow 

Beehive wet meu.dow 

)UWiZ M0 W 

good many a.crefi 

good limited &nd. 

spore.die 

good 15 or 20 
acres 

poor; limitless 
stock wont. 
stay 

good 

fine 

very 
fine 

!sir, but 
largely 
exh~.usted 

g,-ood 

good 

llmitless 

limitless 

many acre~ 

l or 2 acres 

me.ny acres 

10 or more 
a.e:::'es 

Fenced 
faetur 

none {?) 

none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

none 

tiguel Meadow wet meadow good 
Ranger Station !ind 
Swa.p I.eke 
(The mau. Miguel 
Meadow is being obliterated) 

i,ILDEP..NEfS P1?c0 BLEM.: 

,,till 
as a v;.:ist n9.tur·::,l 
eou.n·terp~,rt in 



re&lity. Only ~. few i0olatcd fr~~mu .~>,,ve EMJ:1eac~ the f,.liffnncir~ net'~ork of 
bo~~s~ rods ~ tttila VJhi .. fh it' br,ing ::!;f;n@"t!.intly utew:leo w er.-tpttil'·e th~, 
ttK 1f.t pres~nt tho mn.joI<i t/ ~ven of thwe fr&f,'!l!i:'llti:l M½.-~.a ci,0a01aad. They h:5i.Ve been 
pldnst!i.ldnt,17 iai, >lH:tl• t1nd ,i>A Wiilxll't:t-e :a:yatt<a ,:iJld iltip post6t:in.d tr~ils h!a~ teen 
u.t.ro4'1ace.4 over r,hicb tbo11$f-,;OO.ft of p~l,e eireulate ~aeh ~1.:r-; 1:,he-Gp rind cattle 
gt'lil ~• o~.r fllUch of th ift.tr f,:r tl~ and fish pLu! tinf el'tl'fl~ regul&.r 1 y piilnetz,·~ 't.t; th,~ ir 
faf>tU$~ W dili-tribu.te ~:(ad- intuceiae:nt to i'1l!'t.h~r inV{:i:,;;i't'ln. It ii:', ~igni;i:,i.t;,"tUt 
tb.t.t ~,:itb the d1$a_p,1~:tu'..mc• of t.h.:~ ffigb~J. li1rg~ nat.m~.;.\l u.r~l; tha t,@M "tildern:esr,tt 
h.el:S tt.i'tndfM! to beeome ttebased ::lOO ii !I.OW frG(4l:J.entl;y ~;;ilif~d t,-, Dd~lop«i t2.·c.:ets 
of a fe¥, h~e4 a~rEH1• or ,sven IA h::,lt ti.a.ten ~{!<1.1\• evGll tt.ourc:ti tli-&~e uy be 
entirely :11~dffl! b;y' lt::,~. tltbjecetecl. t;o 1nt~na:iTe h~ u~. 

lo one denitH; the v~lu.e oi' ,,i~afi CG~s.et. u t;:,tl. itntid.0te f~r t,'.:,.e ;,:hy$ie,al 
ana ?a,;;trt.ti.l. ,;,hoeki 0$.U~. b)i· t<lt© wttav ®>tu'uiten, tht;; pttl'po~eleeai $f:tee<: n.C~ the 
:n:1srrow. ar•tifici.t:..llty of' aed•n ~hz:;niz.e4 61::iS~e. 1l'hll; ~hiaf (ti.t'fe:rf,ll0e$ of 
opiucm S$~Jll to oeev ~ver .sudl ~•ttions a$ ho~-!!)J.' 11 •r.1iliarn$z;; .!ifi'.'fd:b c:£:n t:-e 
pi?.red (¼Q'fll'Tl in ~1-.. i~ r,till :r-e-Wn ltiii 'f.:lilc,ern«ss ~t11os1meN._ :r;_fid hoar, 1.M-ge a 
erowl.lc et\in be t..aned loo.ee in ,:. ,,ild~~ w1i tho.ut Qestr-oyl:ng 1ti;; &ati!P..nti,d (.'.W:l.ll ti,':'s. 
1:•er1c,ons m"ho a:rgu these point-3 ~-~; !'$.il t,o t,Jte i~to !i.e.eaGt ·th.et. c!:lthoui:h 
,g;iJ.dfll1aeii'l$ ~tao~ph~ i~ ;1;;. mr.1 ~ek.\•U)g 1:.,nd ei;;_n oo 14ost keenly felt, it ie •· 
itH,Vt.reely •~•tmr~:;.b:i.e in t0ria.$ e441i.;lil~~s. 'i:!M is: ~N ~~,stly ;:,nd _,:eruione.nt,ly 
desti·oyed thro}.:i.i,,;,h u;ee~:z-.iw h.lltl.:''ll deV#.?].opaeat t.?&til!l by fire; :indee4, ultimc;.te 1·e­

co•ery from the u~t 1Mationed eata.stl"Ophe is tb.fJ i"ulG• but in the e.-se of 
poci'i,ihle rEJC(tvw,q f~ the :toner• e.xJ'ltl'rie~ei of.fe,ril; p.rre.ctiet! . .l'.17 !lo l".ope. 

h11;1 t.h.~t t,!lut w:Utie:nun~:s is r:iholiit gent,, t~e 11~tsd :for p:r~s~rvin11r iii-om.& 01.' tbs­
reriwJ.ni.Ag !'r&.gl1i4':tatg is £.11 t,he JJf".11:e, 1&94raUY$:. 

\~'1th t.he u:Mption of cert~ .. tn ~1-hJert re{;i•~1u::!: (:i41icb r~·prei\ll,6:nt a p,:1culiaJr ty,t;,e 
ot ,11aemul?i 11ot , oQd el.ie~,here) tae t1>aly .b.;:orta.nt rd.lw-neas !N,t""m€.nt;$ ri11tfo.ini:ttg 

in 11i,1llf <:>rl!lilll are UO$\ ted &"-:lonit the fl'QiS,$ of the Siana leV-t1i4,l;l,. !hil::! aount&i.ia 
axis is 11.o~ tr,;;Y0J: M1d bJ"· cicppl"ox~t>'.ly ;;~ roa4.a liletWC\len V.i\\$S.en Nti.tior.1;,.l Jl( 1l'k <ne 
fehaoht,pi P.ae1J omlJ tMt p<>rUcm of tb.16 -,W'l:ta.:in.g lilNt.ss lying esti;een Tir,g~~ F~ti 
and ifilllker P~s• ba6 eacii.ped tf:.1,~ p,roeetnJ of 41.s~ction, ;.,nd, ewr ill thi.ci 10,,.t, un­
tl't;.ffl'~H r~n. the pilid:te:r-lU.e: .-terwicnl< Q.f udition~l ro.e,di\. tra,;:ft. ~ten fu 
into the h~ cf the ao'l.tat~i.bts in. t:ku-ee loc:~l.1 ti~UJ,. id th. t-hic ul-taP.:te intent of 
out.ting elttirel1 th:c--ougb. the SierriJm k,;e,klxm,e. 

!he i)J'eeent statu 1':lld inti@.nded fut.~ of thes~ t.hi-ee roEtdi. ia well ~hows oa 
the 1936 r0,i~d aap of the Sta:ooli.l.rci Oil C,w1p~117 of Ouif,;:,:rn.it'.I.; r;hdr e~pJ.etion ,;ill 
split the luge-at r~i?ti.Dt; l'li.ldm.-ntui$ rt..;p.on in.to t-hrell f:r<-,,i•tcnt~_ '.\llO ~'ill eon-
~1«wabl.7 :rec'G.Ce the s&.H Gf i.,hiJ nen. u.rgest rewdning IU'et .. ~ 11,e~ (F~t•. 49). , 
Gue of these 1"06'4l'.a)'6 is the Ktn,;;s River C~J'lfOn h1i,'b;~6Y:t now .&nt.ielp;~~te(:l. a~ c. ~om,~ 
l!i&a!1t1i to ~ Yt.-;,lley. Perhaps thi~ -e~e..r'~ ctr u riJ.:.xy be, poet,~ tor , ~ 
,-.rs (t:b.e roren Sen'ice is iw.id to " 4lefifl.i~~ly ~~i~~t it :in:, pre:iU'Jrt~} bu~,.~.c:~t 
it ,d.ll tail of ul:t.iali!i!ti' fulfilla•.td ,.._ tu 1.aea utAS /;;i,;).tJll phnt~d. ia t-l'.le iHl ... .Ll.c 
aitufi ue.nt hertil.7 likf,ly. Atl-Other q,f tlae.ee proposed ro-,idfJ;:;cy~. frozli (k:.mp ·. ~el"'on. ~o 
L,one Pine, t;il.l J)&iilHS ::,r.i eloriie ·r.o Se-.:;:',.l';o11.~ Nati.:c,nt.'.l :P;iirk ,:h$t thf. cont.tr:,1c~l.on oJ •iii 

road into th<i! Ke-n (eonti11ure 011 ;;,.:,ii,e !59} 
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CaJ1108 fdll poesea~ oYenmelai&lg attrt~ction to an engineer. It will be noted that ttlreaciy 
these state highways have been given their future designating naber11 ! 

! prominent goYernment otfieial hfW stated that no epot in Ca.lii'o:mi;s.. is nov.· .alO-re 
thtl.11 lO miles from ~ome road. • 

Unfortunately the ecmBtruct1on of a. roe.d. iuto vi.rgin eoutry represents only the 
first step in the ew:U.easly ramifying procee.s of •a.evelo;ing" t.he countrn froa this •~ 
point of Wecti@ at~t high'iay msin~e stations., gas stations, lodges, stores, 
cabins, csaps, pack out.rita• dude ranche:;;1 fire protection roads, telephone and power 
lines, reservoirs, se~e sy&t.aas and new trails keep spr:,a.cilng ou.t, and push the 
wilderness frontier farther r•Ibi farther b!i.ck into tbs aomWns. Th-. if the area i5 
pared dottn be;yono. a certadn point, or even if the trails become exxeesi vely boulff&rd.-like 
or naerous, and earry great throngs, the elusiTe. ·d.ldernesa flawr vaai.Sch,n3, of't<::,n c_,uite 
sw:ldenl.7. 

The Wilderness P:roblelll in the .National Parks 

%li.i. tfgbl :ma!, llU.a. !he problem ho,Y to. let the public use the parkt1 .,hile 
still keeping the latter natural is one lihoie matroitude is every,1.:here recognized. 'lbf.;i.t 
11&7 not sl.wa7e ha.Ye been so el.ea:d7 felt, however, 1$ that there is a poaitive es:t.uration 
point beyond which fur"'..h.er eoacen:tration of people d.ll destro7 the very thing which the;y 
seek_, ,:i1JJ.d that in i\tJIDe areas thiii saturat19a point ha.e alreaq be0li exceeded. 

Ia 1tilderness areae the saturation point ii very easil1 exceeded• but tli.is factor 
is largel.7 eolll:pen.sated by the U11w:illh1pess of the groat majority of people today to 
venture as tu awq fros their autoaobiles as wilderness penetratJ.on deni,ands. O.t thoBe 
few nho ao enter the wildernesi:::,1 a still _mtller na'ber &re wil.ling to lean the bee.tea 
path; the ~ind.er wi.U seldom be ao rm.lllerous as to destroy tbe wilderness uiaosphere -
this ~struction is la.rge.11 accosplished by efforts to coax large mabers of less veatu:re­
.::oae iBdi 'Yidual;5 a.to the dl.dem.ess by the eonatrt1Ction, e1e11 ill raaote places, ot rel'idy­
built caa.p sites and u:teasi•e s;ystas of easy trails, which req_uire. -the exercise of 
a mird.!l'WI aamddl ot 81lffgy and ingeDllit.y on the part of the visit.or. 

IY. lri!IIVI fo£ ls:~S !u:•~ hohs.bly no one is fllOre keenly aware of 
the pressure for further development than. the tm.f'ortuuate p:ii,rk 3uperintendent, :,ho mUBt 
constant17, eYen if not alwa7s aucces;:,full7• t17 to atem. the tide of dsa.nds for further 
penetration of natural areas. In 'ri.n of the tb.X'eaened disappear.'.Ulce of most of the 
reuinhag wild6nlese area, however, it would s-eea imperative to call a f'intl halt to 
this Lype ot 9improYemant• before it is too late. 

Already those who want §re roads, 1&0re pu.blic caillpgro\lmi;;i:1 more gas stations ,4ld 
acre trails to scenic pointsrobt8.:lned these lllf>l'.'OTements for tluimselYcs throui-;;,hout 
appro.ximatel7 99 percent of ill reereational areas in California, ineluing most. 0£ the 
choicest portions of the national parka. On the basis of relativa ambers ot persone 
in'f'Olved• this ff!Jlf be an equable d:Lvidoni r(al uns.poile6. wilderness is neither denw.nded 
nor fully ,;.ppreciated b;y the uncritical majority, which is usually well satisfied with 
large semi~wild outdoor regiona which have t~eD m~de 2~fe for the 11:niniti~ted, comort­
able for the infinl, a.nd accessible fo:r those i:,ho talc(: their ve.ca.tions 1,hUe in full 
fiight. In BlJ.J event, however, the minority which can appreciate a viildemes-s r.hould 
not be deprived of the remaining one ~Gent. If the unhea.ltb.7 tension of moa..erra life 
cont1nuE15 to increase, as aany think i·t, dll 1 the V.ilue of the few rea.l remaining 
wilderness e..reas y;i,ll in.crease beyond all price for those wh,o pe:dodies.ll;r need to be 
treated to soli tu.de itm:.s. unspoiled beauty in order to re-ta.in &. normal perspective. 

11!'!.S been expressed during the 
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last. r,ar or t·~• D1" a JNt.l>er of eon.ffn'a:tioni1ts and wilderneaue-minded folk that 
perhaps t:,,he hniee will be Ull&ble to dthat.,.1.lld the press\D!"e for deYelopn1ent 
atil every coraer ot: the palts Mill beea mad.ea and tbe rild_..ss "'8.l.ues sub­
aerged. Such pereone haft uplai.11.u their opposi ti.on to the adai tion of the Kings 
~ llomrt. OlJilfPUS sad eimilar areas to the lti,ti.ona.J. Park ?19tem on the 
grotDlll that tbe7 consider the :regions ia quation to be s,~fer from hlll!U.n. iater­
ferenee tmder their present status. Perhaps it is in recognition of this po~ 
of 'ri.ew thatthe Forest Service has rese~ 1'N!!l future ~lopment eighteen 
8 Prl.m.i'tift --~ .. coapridng z.000,000 -.,. which it is said 11Ul be ia,aint.ained 
in a prl.aev::-:-..l. eondi tion for ~ tirae. !be la:rgea-t or thefie ueas is the ftJUgh 
Sierra Primitive Ai-ea• ,.,h.ich extends tron the ile.-1.la Post.pile w ~uoia liational 
Park { this area is not. eD.ti:rely lu:)mogemeo-us even DOl'i• however• a.a :regu-ds wilder­
nes,s condition;:;• and with the eo11plet,loa ct:. the Kings Ca.n;yon and Florence Lc.ke­
Sabrim. Lake roads· "WOuld be split intG ti.tree pieees; (see 111,'.. 49). 

lotri:t.b.ate.nding -the pessiail!!rtie attitude referred to• a llOre hopeful view o:t 
tbs wilderness problem ~ pcuis:ible,. Ia CalU'onda. (s.n4 Yarioll3 other statee:) 
an a~ift and truly out11rt.~,.nd~ t:Jlitma of state parka is beiag ei-eated. The 
idea •Of proYic:1-e; adti:t.1.onel llDielP<u QUd eov.nt;y parks is also in the air. These 
loctl p&rkf> eam!Ot. hope ee t~ rule to iacl.ltde large are&s of i,il.derness k,.nti,. 
U'sU13.ll7 they haw bee9 pu:rpoael;r loeat.ed near gfla t huma,;. po,pula tioa centers so as 
• to Hr'9'e the la:rgest poeaihle nmd>er of itl(dvi.duals. They do n.ot ~te ,,1th 
the l'Wtional parkaJ they &lJPplaaent tlla. to the ~ pu-ks properly belongs the 
tuetioa of h~ncUing ln1ge el'O'IIUJ pi-e~.::ition of tnl;r prim.ewl. tea.tures i11 a 
goal ;-J:d<'Jl is etn-.en tor, but it is uWJJ.17 detiaitel.7 secondary. 'fo the nat­
ioul prks-. on the other h.'m.4• properly belmt:i.gS the fu:net1oll of preserving super­
lative ais~.1 regions• irJ.el:ll!.:,illg wildemase areae 1 .as little clwlged as possible 
tor the berud'it of posterity; at.tentiftllese to the pleasun and Cf)ld'ort of the 
people is ef course a equa.l.ly 1aporta.n't flmctia, 'but 1f 11. me&.ns the pleasure 
8-1 eaffft of absohltely ual.ilai ted nVllMT& Qi people, ws seconi~ function ill 
likely iG uett-07 the first.. A partial aolu.t.ioa of the problem created by this 
d:aa1 tunctiol! would•• to lie w (a) reallutioa that the nat.tonul park areas 
cannot. hope te ae~te eliaited mabers ot peo!)le ,::ml thnt soon i~ lint' ',,ill 
haye to be dran agdnst further dewlopm.tint,- particul.I,.rl.7 of roadn,s (b) pro­
metia of aore exteae11PS eu.te, eotmt.7 and mai 1pal ,.-,:irk systems t.o ~ t.he 
recreational bard& (e) de-finite reeog,ni~iGD of rall'ltmt w11.derness ~as and 
es:tablisl:uent of a code of adainistratioa de~:igned to protect them froa rill but 
tile yery n,apl.e&t sai11.te~e: a.ct.i Yi ty. 



11g. 49. IE.l,p showing 
Jreeent status ot 
wilderness tteas 1a the 
Sierra Nevada, f,nd the 
eff'eet of constructing 
proposed at.a.ta highwaJl! 
lo. l.68, 180 aad 190; 

- -- boundary of present ,::ildernese 
areas; !lil!I wilderness 
areas as redu.eed by the 
proposed road eons~ruetion. 
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