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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ENHANCING NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
IN THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.

BACKGROUND:

In an age of ecological science, the extent to which the National Park Service manages parks in a
scientifically informed way may be seen as a true measure of its commitment to ecological principles. It
may also be a measure of its commitment to the ethical purposes that have always been implicitin the
national park concept, but are more fully recognized today: that within these specially designated areas,
all native species will be protected and preserved in their natural surroundings.

With careful forethought, ecological management in national parks can be compatible with visitor use
and with the appropriate and necessary development to accommodate use. Certainly, facilitating use of
the parks is a major managerial concern that must never be ignored. However, over time, the dominant
attitudes and assumptions of the Park Service (associated with its continual focus on visitor use and
enjoyment) have impeded its full acceptance of ecological management principles.

Although the National Park Service has long declared that resource preservation is its primary mission,
this has never been reflected in the organizational alignments within parks and central offices, or in
budget, staffing, priority setting, and management operations—factors that themselves reflect true
priorities. In order to bring the management of parks in line with the Service's declared primary mission,
park and central office organizational alignments, operations, priority setting, and allocation of dollars
and staff resources must reflect resource preservation as the highest of many worthy, competing
priorities.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The following recommendations are based on eight years of in-depth research and analysis of natural
resource management in the national parks since the establishment of Yellowstone National Park in
1872.

1. General:

Rather than calling for yet another taskforce and report on scientific resource management, the National
Park Service should proceed with the adjustments necessary to ensure that its primary mission of
resource preservation is indeed its primary focus in national park management. From whatever source
the Park Service acquires its scientific information (from the Biological Resources Division of the U.S.
Geological Survey, other government researchers, Park Service staff, or universities), it should ensure
that national park management is based on scientific knowledge and ecological awareness. This
involves--but is not limited to--the procurement, oversight, interpretation, and application of research,
inventorying, and monitoring for purposes of ecological preservation and restoration by Service
professionals trained in the natural sciences and skilled in management. Such knowledge should be
used to inform and guide all park activities that affect natural resources.

Natural resource management should be fully integrated into all levels of management, building on
existing initiatives from inside and outside of the Park Service, including The Vail Agenda; Science in
the National Parks; Science in the National Parks Il: Adapting to Change; Resources Careers; the
Natural Resource Professionalization Initiative; Natural Resource Management Assessment Program
(NR-MAP); Government Performance and Results Act; the National Park Service's Strategic Plan; and
recent reports by the Government Accounting Office entitled "Difficult Choices Need to be Made About
the Future of the Parks" and "Park Service Needs Better Information to Preserve and Protect
Resources."

2. Establish high-level, line-authority positions:







