Shenandoah National Park National Park Service - -
Virginia

Shenandoah =

U.S. Department of the Interior Srace

Mountaintops have always beckoned humans. To stand at the top—
to see as far as the eye allows, to take in the vastness of our world—
is to be awed and humbled and inspired all at once.

Shenandoah National Park, established in 1935 before
.')‘\s. skyscrapers and air travel were commonplace, was
\‘5“ o designed to give millions the opportunity to
‘ PR travel to the top.
" From the beginning, national park planners, capitaliz-
” ing on the new popularity of motor cars, called for Shenan-
doah’s “greatest single feature” to be a sky-line drive on which
motorists could enjoy a leisurely drive through the Blue Ridge and
where they could experience the awe and inspiration of magnifi-
cent views. Construction of Skyline Drive—your road to the top—was
begun even before Congress established the national park.

Today, Skyline Drive is your portal to a multitude of experiences. Dis-
cover the rich natural and cultural stories hidden in the forests and
hollows of Shenandoah. Learn about the establishment of this new
park in the East that would give urban residents the national park
experience that had become popular in the West.

Formed from over 1,000 privately owned tracts of land, Shenandoah
started as a patchwork of forests, fields, orchards, and homesites. But
by the 1970s Congress was able to designate over 40 percent of the
park as Wilderness, providing the highest level of protection to this
precious resource.
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Peregrine falcons are making White-tailed deer fawns have spots for
a comeback. camouflage.
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Black bears thrive in Shenandoah.

in’s big boulders dwarf aspiring hikers.

Lady’s slippers adorn woodland trails.
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Groundhogs are a common sight along the Drive.
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Seasonal Change in Shenandoah

Spring may arrive at your home on some
specific date, but here it climbs up the
mountains about 100 feet per day start-
ing in March with blooming red maple,
hepatica, and serviceberry. Chipmunks
and groundhogs appear above ground
again. Trees won‘t leaf out on peaks until
late May. Wildflowers begin to bloom in
April and May, and the large-flowered
trillium carpets forest floors. Pink azalea
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Explore new worlds with a park ranger.

blooms in late May, mountain laurel in
June. Migrating birds in colorful plumage
return. Each seasonal cycle in the year is
different, bringing new reasons to return
to the park.

Summer wears its mantle of deep greens
on ridge and hollow. Birds are nesting—
catbirds, indigo buntings, and towhees.
Deer fawns and bear cubs are out and

Trilliums dot the forest floor in spring.
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CCC workers build erosion controls along Skyline Drive.
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People came to the Blue Ridge moun-
tains of Virginia for rest and recreation
long before Shenandoah National Park
was established. Skyland Resort hosted
weary urbanites for long stays starting
in the late 1800s. Later, President Herbert
Hoover and First Lady Lou Henry Hoover
built their Rapidan Camp as a retreat to
escape the stress of work and summer’s
heat and humidity in the nation’s capital.
The Depression-era Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) “boys” came in the 1930s to
build many rustic-style park facilities—
some still seen and used today—so that
everyone could retreat to the mountains
for recreation and relaxation.

You can compare notes with those of
earlier visitors by exploring Shenandoah’s
rich stories in more depth. Visit Skyland
Resort and tour the restored Massanut-
ten Lodge. Plan a trip to Rapidan Camp
to see the restored presidential cabin and
an exhibit about the Hoovers. Stop at the
visitor centers to see films and exhibits
about even more of the park’s stories.

In summer and fall check the park’s visi-
tor guide The Overlook for the ranger
program schedule. Shenandoah’s stories
are here to be discovered. There is always
more to see and do at Shenandoah
National Park!

President and Mrs. Hoover relax at
their Rapidan Camp.
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‘

Autumn colors beckon people to the mountains.
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about exploring and learning. The bloom-
ing wildflowers proliferate as summer
progresses, covering roadsides and open
areas by late summer.

Crisp fall days bring brilliant leaf colors,
usually peaking between October 10 and
25. The southward migrations of birds
feature hawks in large numbers flying
down the ridge.

the park’s backcountry.
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Cover: View from the top of Little Stony Man Cliffs.
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With more clear days and leaf-bare trees,
winter is the time for distant views and
the frozen sculptures tumbling waterfalls
create. Seasons and colors change, migra-
tory songbirds, hawks, and the monarch
butterflies come and go. Shenandoah’s
year-round residents, deer, bears, and
others, adapt to each season in turn,
making each day a sight to see.

Remnants of home sites can still be found in  Concrete trail markers direct

hikers.
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The historic postcard
(below) shows Marys
Rock Tunnel, built in
1932 on Skyline Drive.
It cut through 600
feet of mountain. The
clearance is 12 feet, 8

inches.
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Visit the historic, refurnished

Massanutten Lodge at Skyland

Resort.
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Exploring Shenandoah with Your Map and Guide
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