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FOREWOHD 

This report has been prepared to satisfy the research needs as 
enumerated in Historical Resource Study Proposal SHIL- H-1, llistoric,Jl 
Base Map, Shiloh National Military Park, as amplified in the Memorandum 
of Agreement, dated August 2, 1972. Superintendent Alvoid Hector at 
this time stated that what was desired was a documented map showing 
the physical condition of the area on Apri 1 6-7, 1862, with emphasis 
on configuration and location of fte)ds, roads, fences, woods, etc. 
This information was required to enable the Pa:r-k to manage its resources 
and restore the vegetative cover, wh0re practicable; to its appearance 
at the time of the battle. 

To accomplish this task, in the time allotted (one-tenth of a man­
year), all map,s of the Shiloh Campaign and National Military Park on 
file at National Archives, Library of Congress, and the Park were stu­
died. The Official llecords, the Pape,·s of the Shiloh Nationa) Mili­
tary Park Comnrission for the years lS'H-1911, research reports on file 
at the National Military Park, and published regimental histories were 
reviewed and copious notes taken. Accompanied by park personnel, I 
reconnoitered key areas of the National ~filitary Pa1·k. 

A number of persons assisted in preparation of this report, and 
without thoL· assistance it might never have bcrnn com.ph,ted. Particular 
thanks are duo: Park Superintendent Al void L. Rector, Chief of Inter­
pretation and Uesource Management Omega G,. East, Chief of :\1aintenance 

J. B. Jordon, and Park Technician J, T. Barnett of Shiloh National 
Military Park, for their assistance at the site, Besides accompanying 
me on my reconnaissances and answering hundreds of quest.ions, they went 

out of their way to make my trips to the area profitable and enjoyable. 
Mrs. Grace Patterson of Hardin County, Tennessee-, shared her l{nowledge 

of local history with me. Personnel of the Cat·tographic Branch of the 
National Archives and the Geography and Map Division of the Library of 
Congress were their usual cooperative selves, greatly facilitating my 

work at those two insti tutionsl' Bob Dorgstede of the Denver Service 
Center took my rough draft of the Historical Base Map and turned it 
into a work of art, 

My colleagues Barry Mackintosh and Omega East read the manuscript 
in draft, making valuable suggestions, and saving me from future 
embarrassments. Last but not least, I wish to tJ1ank and express my 
appreciation to Miss Patricia Zbel and Miss Sarah Olson for typing the 
subject manuscript. 
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I. THE RE-EST,'\BLlSllr,;m;-r Of TllE HISTO!UC FIELDS AND OliCliAllDS 

A. The Problem 

World War II had important repercussions on efforts of National 
Park Service personnel to maintain the historic scene. at Shiloh National 
Military Park. In Yovember 1941 the Civilian Conservation Corps instal­
lations were closed down and the task of keeping the histo1•ic fie,lr!s 
cleared and the vegetation cut back had to be shouldered by a limited 
maintenance staff 9 Reduced appropriations and cut-backs in manpov.·er 
during the war years complicated the problem. 

By 1947 the woods were encroaching on a number of fields. /\erial 
photographs taken in that year show small trees and un::lerbrush spring­
ing up along a number of watercourses passing through the historic 
fields~ In addition, woods and undergrowth were encroaching into 
corners of certain or the fields, During the 25 years which "ollowed, 
the woods and underbrush have continued to advance, until by September 
1972 the configuration and acreage of a t\1omber of the fields had no 
relation to the historic period. 

To re-establish the historic fields with their corr0ct configura­
tion and acreage, Superintendent Al Recto,, and Chief of Interpretation 
and Resottrce Management Omega East initiated a request for preparation 
of an Histo1'ical Base ~lap for Shiloh Natior.al Military Park. This pro­
ject was accordingly prograimned for Fiscal Year 1973. 

After studying all available documents in Washington and at Shiloh 
National !,:ilitary Park, a draft of the Hig;lorical !lase Map and support­
ing docu.>nentation was prepared. I then return.ed to Shiloh National 
Military Park on December e, 1972, to reconnciter the fields with 
Superintendent Rector, Chief: of Interpretation and Resource Management 
East, and Chief of Maintenance .r. B. Jordan. Our goal was a mutually 
satisfactory plan with priorities for re-establishment. of the correct 
alignment of the fields, It was agreed that it would be economically 
impossible and unwise as a protective me.asure to re-establish all the 
fields, 

• 
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B. The Solution 

Our field study satisfied us that in re-establishing Rhea field, 
woods and underbrush should be removed on the west as far as the branch .. 
All cedars, except those forming a background to the Confederate burial 
trench, v;ould be removed.. In i\hea Field, as well as all others, a few 

mature trees will be ·retained to add variety to the landscape. In the. 
bottom, the meander scar cut by the branch in recent years will be filled 
to simplify mainten2.nce<> 

In re-establishing Fraley Field, the sections of the field north 
of Beauregard Road and west of the north-south line extending north 
from Wood's Field will not be cleared. To maintain Fraley Field once 
it is re-established, it may be necessary to remove erosion :::cars on 
either side of West Branch. 

No problem will be ·en:,;,ountere<;l in re-establishing Wood's Field., 
Because of its significance to the story of the battle, the rail fence 
separating Wood's and Fraley fields will be reconstructed. 

To re-establish Seay's Field, it will be necessary to remove a 
belt of timb<?r and underbrush that has encroached on the south end of 
the field to ·a depth of about 100 yards, 

Some work will. be required to re-establish the configuration of 
Daniel Davis' Wheatfield, 

Larkin Bell's apple orchard will be re-established and fenced, To 
re-establish Larkin Bell's Field it will be nc,cessary to remove a num­
ber of trees and the undergrowth that has grown up along the east and 
north sides of the field, 

No effort will be made to re-establish Larkin Bell's peach orchard 
and field south of the llrunburg-Savannah road, because of the proximity 
of the Park boundary and the possibility that a bypass at some future 
date will be constructed a short distance south of the Park boundary. 

A few trees and some undergrowth will have to be removed from the 
southwest and northw,,st corners of Wicker Field. 

2· 
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To restore Cloud Field will require removal of the timbered block 
east of the Hamburg-Savan-:1ah roado- West of the Hamburg-Savannah road, 

the open woods between that road and the Corin th-Pit ts burg road should· 
be extended south by the removal of underbrush and smaller trees, and 
its southern boundary brought on alignment with Cloud Field. 

The re-establishment of Jones Field will require the removal of 
trees and underbrush that have growri up along· the \Vatercourses and at 
the edge of the field. 

Woolf Field should be extended to a depth of 100 feet south of the 
Corinth-Pittsburg Road. 

The Park staff is to be commended for their efforts to propagate 
the water oaks at Water Oaks Pond and the peach trees at the Peach 
Orchard. 

The woods and undergrowth that have intruded into the small field 
southwest of Shiloh Church should be removed, 

In Duncan Field the underbrush that has grown up along Briar 
Creek should be thinrn,d, 

Fields off the t->ur route will be maintained, but the re-establish­
ment of their historic alignment will be indefinitely deferred. 

3 
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II. THE cmr,!ISSION HliSTOHES THE HJSTOHIC SCENE 

A,, ~ajor Davis A-lakes an Imnortant Hccommendution 

l. Congress Authorizes Establislnnent of Shiloh National 
Military Pa1·k 

The act outhorizing establishment of Shiloh National Military Park 
was signt!d into law by President Grover Cleveland on December 27, 1894. 
According to the first section or the Act, the Shiloh battlefield was to 
be dec1 a1·ed 

a national military park, whenever title to the same 
shall have been acquired by the United States and the 
usual jurisdiction over the lands and roads of the 
same shall have been granted to the United States by 
the State of Tennessee. 

The boundaries of the park, or so much thereof as the Commissioners 
may deem necessary, were to inclose an area 

beginni.ng at low-water mark on the north bank of Snake 
Creek where it empties into the Tennessee River; thence 
westwacdly in a straight lir,e to the point where the 
river road to Crump ts Landing, Tennessee, crosses Snake 

Creek; thence along the channel of Owl Creek to the 
crossing of the road to Purdy, Tennessee; then south­
wardly in a straight line to the intersection of an east 
and west line drawn from the point ;where the road to 
Hronburg, Tenr:essee, crosses Lick Creek, near the mouth 
of the latter; then eastward along the said east and 
west line to the point where the Hamburg Road crosses 
Lick Creek; thence along the channel of Lick Creek to 
the Tennessee River; then along low-water mark of the 
Tennes~ee River to the point of beginning, containing 
three thousand acres, more or less. 

The three commissioners to be named by the Secretary of War to have 
charge of the developmenl and administration of the Park, Sllbject to his 
supervision and direction, were to 
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open or repair such roads as may be necessary to the 
purposes of the park, and to ascertain and mark with 

historical tablets or otherwise •.• all lines of 
battle of the troops en 6aged in the battle of Shiloh 
and other historical points of interest pel'taini.ng to 
the battle within the park or its vicinity. 

The final section of the Act appropriated $15,000 to enable the 
Secretary of Viar to 

begin to carry out the purposes of this /\ct, including 
the condemnation or purchase of the necessary land, 

marking the boundaries of the park,- opening or repair­
ing necessary roads, restoring the field to its condi­
tion at the time of the battle, r.iaps and surveys, and 
the pay and expen~:es of the commissioners and their 
assistants.,l 

In accordance with the Act creating Shiloh National l\lili tary Park, 
Secretary of War Daniel Lamont named the three commissioners, on-e to 

represent each of the armies engaged in the battle, to be in charge of 
administration m1d development of the ar~a.. Col~ Cornelius Cadle, who 

had served with the J\rmy of the Tennessee, was appointed ciulirman of 

the Commission; i'.laj .. Gen. J?on C., Buell of the Army of the Ohio and Col. 

Robert F. Looney of the Confederate Army of the Mississippi would serve 
with Cadle. Maj. D. VI. Reed, who had fought at ShiJoh with the 12th 
Iowa Infantry, ,vas named Commission secretary and historian, while 

Capt .. James W .. Irwin of Savannah, Tennessae, was made land purchase 
agent .2 

1. Public Law No. 9, 28 Stat. 597, Approved, Dec. 27, 1891. 

2. Charles E. Shedd, "/\ History of Shiloh National Military Park" 
(NPS, 1954), p. 23. 
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2, Captain Tr-win an<l the PrP11minury Survey 

The Commission held its organizational meeting at Pittsburg Landing, 
on /\pril 2, 1895. In the weeks beforq the commissioners assembled, the 
War Department, on its own initiative, had sent two men to exrunin0 the 

area. rvraj. George Bo Davis, Chairman of: tht5! Commission ·for Publication 
of the Official Records of the War of the Bebc,llion, had spearheaded 
opposition in the War Department to establishment of a 1-urge national 
military park at Shiloh, lie had urged that a small part of the battle­
field, perhaps 25 acres, be acquired for memorial purposes .. 3 

Major Davis in late February 1895 had directed Captain Irwin to 
make an inspection of the area, On the morning of the 27th, Irwin left 
Savannah, Tennessee, by buggy and made his way to the battlefield, cros­
sing the river at Pitb:;burg Landing at 10 a .. m* Procuring a horse nt the 
landing, Irwin, accompi.:.nied by a local guide, spent the day riding over 
"a good portion" of the field, 

Writing Major Davis that evenir,g, Captain Irwin reported that by 
March 1 he would complete his inspection and be ready nto make a pre­
liminary survey of the p,erimeter of the field .. 0 By neliminating cer-
taih unimportant =1ort~ons," in accordance wi~h Dayist verbal instructions, 
he believed he cculd report the aggregate ,ec;reage 1-equired ·,,y the 
government# 

Work on running the exterior boundary would begin by Monday or 
Tuesday, March 4 or 5, and should require a.bout four days to complete. 
With this out of the way, he would "begin to hurry together a rough 
map of the tracts showing the ownership of land on the battlefield." 

Irwin hoped to employ the county surveyor to accomplish this pro­
ject, 4 It was March 19 before Secretary of War Lamont got around to 

3o Ibid., p. 20. 

4, Irwin to Davis, Feb. 27, 1895, NA, HG 92, Correspondence Shiloh 
National Military Park, 1895-1911. Captain Irwin had been appointed by 
Secretary of War Daniel Lamont agent for purchase of lands for Shiloh 
National Military Park at a salary of $200. per month. Lamont to Irwin, 
Feb. 11, 1895, NA, HG 92 1 Correspondence Shiloh National Military Park, 
1895-1911. 
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approving Captain Irwin's request to employ the Hardin County Surveyor 
at a rate not to exceed four dollars per clay to prc,pare a land ownership 
map, Ile was also authorized to hire two ass is tan ts, 5 

Irwin in the meantime had commenced· the preliminary survey of the 

exterior boundaryo 6 

3. Major Davis !1econnoiters the Battlefield 

Major Davis spent two days in mid-March on the battlefield. He 
.found a tthigh blufftt extending alone; the Tennessee River from 11 the bot­

tom lands of Snake Creek on the north to those of Lick Creek on the 

south., 0 This bluff was intersected by a number of ravineso One of 
these had been chosen before the war as 11a landing place for steamers 
and giVen the name Pittsburg Landingon From this landing a county road 
led ·.·est to Purdy, The Corinth road diverged from the Purdy road near 
Shiloh Church, about one and one-half miles west of the landing, A 

third important road paralleled the ;ei ver connecting Crump I s Landing 
·with Hamburg. 

These county roads, as well as those opened by the local farmers, 
were 0 dirt roadso 't Poorly maintained, they were n·ext to impassible in 
wet weathero They had been opened to enB.bls- farmers residing some dis­
tance from the Tennessee River to reach Pittsburg Landing, their usual 
means of "communj_cation with the outside worldo 11 Such commerce as was 
main taint.id was by TenLessee River steamboats, which tied up at Pittsburg 
Landing several times a weekG 

The bluff, which at Pittsburg Landing rose 100 feet 
sloped gradually as it receded westward from the river, 

above the·river, 
Major Davis saw 

5, Lamont to Davis, March 19, 1895, NA, RG 92 1 Correspondence 
Shiloh Nl\lP1 1895-1911, 

6, Irwin to Davis, March 5, 1895, NA RG 92, Correspondence Shiloh 
NMP, 189 5-1911, 
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that the terrain across which the armies battled was *'somewhat undula­

ting and now," as in 1862, was covered ,Vi th "a growth of young oak 

timber,, 11 There were ttoccasional small clearings, very few of which 
existed during the battle; the clearings and open spaces Of that time 
having grown up to small timbero ,: Local farmers, he learned, usually 
had two holdings, one in the bottoms and a smaller one on the plateau. 
This practice was occasioned by annual floods, ,vhich made ~'it impossible 
to reside in the low bottom lands adjoining the river during the sea-
son of high water. ,. 7 

The ground cover had "changed much in detail, but little in its 
general aspect," in 33 years~ According to local people only 11one 
building; now in existenceH was standing in 1\pril 1862, n.nd nits tenure 
is somewhat insecure,, 11 Moreover, Major Davis was unable to attribute: 

any signlficance to the subject structure. All other buildings then 
extant, most of which were log, l ld been destroyed by fire in the inter­
vening years~ Major Dav ts forecast that the Cor.imission would encounter 

grave difficulties in identifying und marking troop positions and ca~ps, 
because of changes in ground cover; tho destruction of buildings which 
might have served as landmarks; and 0 the shifting charactQr of the 
fight of the first day and the meogre and unsatisfactory character of 
the official reports."8 

Major Davis Recommends the Commission Propare a Topographi­
cal Map 

On his return to Washington, Major Davis advised Secretary of War 

Lamont that the first duty of the Commission should be preparation of 
an accurate- topographical map to be used as a base for determining 
troop positions and to show tho ttextent of each land-ownerts holding. 11 

Upon this base map would be plotted the troop positions. Once this 

7. 
Shiloh 

Davis to Lamont, 
N).lP, 1895-1911. 

8. Ibid. 

March 18, 1895, NA, RG 92 1 Correspondence 
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was done, it would be possible to determim;: (a) the minl.mum acreage 
to be acquired; (b) what roads outside the park to acquire t1to enubJe 
the several positions to be marted;*' and (c) the extent ot each O'.\'h-.~r's 

property, so 11 the Commission may knvw whether it is n~~ccssary, or 

desirable, to purchase the whole or a part of each tract shown on the 
map for park purposes"H-9 

B, The Prepura.tion of th<? Shiloh Topo~t-aphica.l :.rap 

1, Atwell Thompson is Ernploved as Park Enginc~er 

By the time the Commissioners assembled at Pittsburg Landing for 
their organizational meeting in the first week of April 1895, Captain 
Irwin had completed a preliminat·y survey of the bounda1·y,, Before 
adjourning on the 9th, the Comrrission ":.ired At"1vell Thompson as park 

engineer at a salary of $150 per montho Thompson currently held a 
similar position with the Chickamauga-Chattanooga National 1!ili tary 
Park" But •.vi th development of that area neartng co::ipletion, Thompson 

was interested in meeting a new challenge., Having been appraised by 
Secretary of War Lamont of ~lajor Davis• rccomme.ntlations, the Commis­

sioners instructed Thompson to give the hig~.ost priority to a topo­
graphical survey of the area and preparatio1. of a contcured base mapo 

Thompson would secure his release from the Chickamauga Park, 
turn over his duties to his successor, and be ready to begin the 
Shiloh topographical survey on :Viay 1., The. Commission at the same time 
directed Captain Irwin to ucommence work at once with the county sur­
veyor, laying out the property ownership lirn,s."lO 

Irwin's force, the county surveyor and six men, encountered 
grave difficulties in establishing and running the property lines, 

9, Ibid. 

lOo Cadle to Davis, April 15, 1895 1 NA,RG 92, Correspondence 
Shiloh NMP, 1895-1911, Thompson had been appointed Park Enginc·er 
for the Chicka.'11auga-Chattanooga N'.llP on December 27, 1891. 
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Many boundary mark<!rs could not be located, and when found the descrip-
tion given in the deeds varied. 
that Commissioner Cadle ordered 

Progress wo.s so slow and unsatisfactory 
the subject survey suspended on l\pri 1 29. 11 

2o Work Deg-ins on the Topogranhical Survey 

Atwell Thompson was as good as his word, and by May 1, 1895, he had 
established himself at Pittsburg Landing and had commenced the topogra­
phical survey of the National ~ii 11 tary Park. Two tran,;i t parties were 
employed--one led by A. M. Kirby and the other by W. J. Keller. 

The first project undertaken by the parties was a survey of an east­
west line representing the southern boundary of the park, as defined by 
the Act establishing the area.. Stakes Wel~e driven into the ground along 
this line at 200-foot intervals and "carefully centered by chain and 
transit<)- 11 From these stakes north-south lines were projectea and marked. 
These north-south lines would serve as base points from which measure­
ments could be tttaken to all features and all objects existing on the 
Battlefield." 

After a sufficient number of these limes had been surveyed, a level 
party was t11:--ned to by Engineer Thompson. By June 30 1 Lin., No. 64 had 
been run., 

A survey of the Corinth-Pittsburg Landing road as far as Shiloh 
Church and of the road from Brown's Landing to its in tcrsection ·.vi th 
the Corinth-Pittsburg road was also completed before the encl of Fiscal 
Year 1895. 12 

11. Cadle to Davis, April 25 1 1895 1 NA, RG 92 1 Correspondence 
Shiloh NMP, 1895-1911. 

12. Thompson to Cadle, July 9 1 1895 1 Thompson's Letter Book, 
May 25, 1895--Jnn. 6 1 1897; Files SNMP. 
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3., Unfores0en Difficulties Cause Delays 

Line 100 was run on July 23., The survey was accelerated as the lines 

became shorter, the crews having passed to the east of the Snake Creek 
bridge 0 1 3 Work had been slowed by a run· .. nway on Saturday, the 20th .. 

Both transit parties were returning from work, when the mules bolted., 

Before going very far the wagon erasli.ed into a tree, ~cattering tbe 13 

passengers on the ground, seriously bruising several, and breaking one 
of the transits. It .was several days before Colonel Cadle could forward 

a replacement from Cincinnati .. 11 

The weather now took a turn for the worse, and the sun beat down 
unmercifully., Taking cognizance of this situation an:: fearing the pos­

sible loss of men from sunstroke, Thompson on August 2 instructed Kirby 
and Keller to rest their men for two hours during the heat of the day o 

This practice was continued until the weather moderatedo 15 

4o The Transit .and Level Parties Complete Their Tasks 

The men now worked harder and longer hours. Thompson on Septf.~mber 4 
notified Colonel Cndle that the topographical survey is "nearing comple­

tion," and should be finished by the 15th. This would be about a month 

earlier than anticipated,, The level crew was moving more deliberately, 

but they should be finished, nevertheless, •:Oy October 15. 16 

Thompson had judged his men correctly. On September 12, 1895, three 
days ahead of schedule, the transit work was completed, The lines 

13. Thompson lo Cadle, July 23, 1895, Thompson's Letter Book, May 25, 
1895--Jan, 6, 1897, files Si,"7\IP. 

14, Thompson to Reed, July 26, 1895, Thompson's Letter Book, I\lay 25, 
1895--Jan. 6, 1897, files SN:IIP. 

15, Thompson to Cadle, Aug. 2, 1895, Thompson's Letter Book, May 25, 
1895--Jan, 6, 1897, files SNil!P, 

16, Thompson to Cadle, Sept. 4, 1895, Thompson's Letter Book, May 25, 
1895--Jan. 6, 1897, files SNMP. 

11' 

• 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

varied in length from a maximum of three and one-half miles to a minimum 

of two mi.les . 17 

By mid-October the level crew was through and Engin::c~er Thompson noti­
fied Colonel Cadle that he had entered nea1·ly "all the topography" or, his 
map, employing a contour interval of ten feet11 He would not show fences 
on this map, but would indicate Hthc boundaries of all open ]and now on 
the field, that is to say, a heavy dotted line will divide the forest 
from the cleared lands everywhere they occur~ u This would make it easier 
for Major Reed to enter thereon the troop positions and camps.18 

5. Establishing the Prooertv Lines 

Captain Irwin and the county surveyor had botched the survey of the 
property lines .. In discussions with the landowners, Engineer Thompson 
was -lismayed to learn that they knew little about theil· boundary markers. 
It had accordingly been impossible to locate them on rds topographical 

survey. If Colonial Cadle were agreeable, Thoispson would employ one of 
his transit parties to establish these lines as soon as the topographical 
survey was finished, He was satisfied that most of the property lines 
could be identified without much trouble, with the cooperation of the 
owners.. Thls would enable the Cor.1mission to navoid the n,:.,ceBsi ty of 
carting in the CC>. Surveyor except whei·e WC' fail to satisfy both parties.'' 19 

Colonel Cadle notified Thompson to proceed, and one of the transtt 
parties was retainf->d on the payroll to establish and run the property 
lines. Atwell Thompson, unlike Irwin, !mew what he was doing and by 

17. Thompson to Cadle, Oct. 2, 1895, Thompson's Letter Book, 
May 27, 1895--Jano e, 1897, files SNi\iP,. 

18. Thompson to Cadle, Oct. 16, 1895, Thompson's Letter Book, 
May 27, 189:J--Jan., e, 1897, files SN:\1P. 

19. Thompson to Cadle, Sept. 4, 1895, Thompson's Letter Book, 
May 27, 1895--Jan. 6, 1897, files 8NMP. 
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October the Chambers, McGavock, Maxwell, Bell, Hagy, Harris, Tilghman, 
and Schoolhouse tracts had been surveyed .. Relaying this information to 
Colonel Cadle, Thompson expressed surpeise at finding so um::my grave 
erroJ·s in the Coo Surveyor's work~H 20 

By January 1, 1896, sufficient progress had been made in running the 
property lines to enable Thompson to lay off all his crew, except M. A. 
Kirby, W. M. P1•ide, and J. K. Duncan, 21 

6. Thompson Completes His Topographical ~!an 

Thompson by November 27 had progressed t_o the point where he mailed 
to Colonel Cadle a tracing of his "prelirr.inary map." Not all the pro­
perty 1ines had been added, but enough were shown to answe.~~ current 

needs. 22 Seven \\'e€>ks later, Thomp<;o:, advised Gcineral Buell (who was to 
be expected was intensely interested in the mapping) that he had finished 
the pencil draft of the top'ographical map and wes now 'inking it in .. 11 

Although he was making .satisfactory progress, he was unable to predict 
when it would be finished. Thompson did not propose to locate any troop 
positions or coreps on his map, as this was the Con:mission' s responsibil~ 
ity. 23 

20. Thompson to Cadle, Oct, 2, 1895, Thompson's Letter Book, 
May 27, 1895--Jan, 6, 1897, files SN!l!P, 

21. Thompson to Cadle, Jan .. 2, 1806, Thompson I s Letter Book, 
May 27, 1895--Jan. 6, 1897, files SI\11.lP .. 

22. Thompson to Cadle, Nov., 27, 1895, Thompson 1 s Letter Book, 
May 27, 1895--Jan. 6, 1897, files 81:Hil'. 

23. Thompson to Buell, Jan. 20, 1896, Thompson's Letter Book, 
May 27, 1895--Jan. 6, 1897, files SNMP. 
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By March 22, 189G, Atwell Thompson had finished his large scale 

topographical map., 24 He showed the map tO the Commissioners and Major 

Reed, when they convened at Pittsburg Landing on April 8 for their second 

on-site meeting. The map was approved, and a copy forwarded to the War 
Department for review.,25 

7" The Topographical Survey is Extended 

While recon.uoi tering the area, it now became apparent to General 
Buell that the topographical survey ,·hould be extended southward to 
'include the Bark road and intervening landscape; Lick Creek as far up­
stream as the crossing·s used by the Confederates; and the area as far 
west as Howell Branch, together with the old roads leading from the Ba1·k 
road toward Lick Creek, along with the Snake Creek bottom. 26 

Gen€!ral Euell's request was approved by the War Department, and 
field work was comn:enced on these now surveys on )lay 1 ... 27 Progress ,'las 

ral)id<> By August 1896 tl1e survey of the battlefield south and west of 
the $:tatutory limits was completed, and the data entered on the topog,ra­
phical map. 28 

24. Thompson to Cadle, March 12, 1896, and Thompson to Buell, 
March 16, 1896, Thompson's Letter Book, •lay rn, 1896--Jan. 6, 1897, files 
SNMP. 

25. 
1896, NA, 

26. 
June 30, 
sm@. 

"Rules to be Observed 
RG 92, Correspondence 

in Preparing the 
S}f.,[!>, 1895-1911. 

Battle Map," April s, 

Ann:..al Report of the Engineer in Charge for Fiscal Year Ending 
1896 7 Thompson's Letter Book, 1lay 27, 1895--Jan. 6, 1897, files 

27. Thompson to Cadle, April 20 anil May 6, 1896, Thompson's Letter 
Book, May 27, 1895--Jan, G, 1897, files SNMP. 

28. Cadle to Davis, Sept, 30, 1896, NA, RG 92, Correspondence 
SNMP, 1895-1911, 
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C 0 The Cornmission 1 s Hi.storicaJ Hase Map 

loc The Cor.imission's Ground Hules 

In t.he months befo:re the Commission held its second meeting n.t 

Pit ts burg Landing, Engineer Thompson began locating the historic features, 
Writing Major Reed on "Tamsal'y 3, 1896, Thompson promised to locate "the 
old roads and old fields," He would be assisted by long-time residents 
of the area, 29 --

In carrying out this project, Thompson and his men in reconnoitering 
the woods and hollows pinpointed ma;iy "camp pi ts" and other evidence of 
camp sites, 30 

At their April 1896 meeting, the Commissio>1ers esta))lished ground 
rules to be followed in preparation of the Shiioh Historical Base and 
Troop Movement Maps. It was agreed that as far as can be ascertained 
"every natural feature of ground within the park limits~-surface undu­

lations, creeks, ravines, open woods, and thickets," along with every 
man-made feature in existence at the time of the battle wou] d be sho~'11 

on the Histortcal Base Map~ 

Thompson's topographi('al survey would be used for all "natural 
features, unl0ss changes shall appear to h,we taktm place bince the 
battle; and for all artificial features which shall be clearly show,-, 
to hav.:., been in existenceu in April 1862. 

It was decided that "the representations of houses, cleared fields, 
roa,dsn and other man-·made features shown on the 'fhom and i\lichler .ii,Iaps 

would be 11acce:pted as substantially' 1 correct, subject "to such modifications 

29, Thompson to Re0d, Jan. 3, 1896, Thompson's Letter Book, 
May 27, 1895--Jan, 6 1897, files SNMP. 

30. Thompson to Cadle, Dec. 10, 1895, Thompson's Letter Book, 
May 27, 1895--Jan, 6, 1897 1 files SW.IP, 
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in regard to exact location as the present more precise survey, or other 
satisfactory evidence, may show to be pt"of}er.,1131 

The map prepared by Col. George Thom for Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck 
immediately after the battle was deemed lo be very accurate. Col. Nicholas 
Michler had prepared a map at the same time for General Buell, d"iailing 
the movemcnls and field of operations of the Army of the Ohto. Subse­
quently, Capt. A. T. Andreas had prepared a map for General Buell, embra­
cing 0 all of the accurate featurest 1 of Thom's and Michler's, "with a 
correction of some of their defects,. 03 2 

In determining camp locations, the Official R~J~.22:£2., along with 
other written or oral evidence, would be considered, in conjunction with 
the topography and surface remains. 

No clearing or work of any sort aimed at restoration of the battle­
field would be undertaken cmtil the Troop Movement Maps had been approved 
by the Commission. 33 

2. General Buell Assists with thee Projeet 

Genaral_Bu011, oeing moro familiar_ with .the 'battlefield than the 
other commissioners, remained at Pittsburg Landir.g for several days after 
the meeting to assist Engineer Thompson in locating natural and hl.storic 

31. "Rules to be Observed in Preparing the Battle Map," April 8 1 

1896, NA, RG 92, Corrc,spomlence SNlllP, 1895-1911. 

32. Cadle to Lmnont, June 14, 1895, NA, RG 92 1 Correspondence 
SNlllP, 1895-1911. 

33. • ''Rules to be Observed in preparing the Battle Map," April 8 1 

1896 1 NA, RG 92 1 Correspondence SN:VlP, 1895-1911. 
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features existing at the time of the battle. They carefully recon•,oitered 
the field, "taking all the official war maps along, and by their aid, ancl 
the assistance of 01u1 of tho old inhabitants, who has always lived in the 
vicinity, together with the evidence presented by the ground it~elf. When 
scrutinized, "they identified very satisfactorily all the old roads, and 
nearly all the other war features~ 0 These dctuils were adcled to Thompson 1 s 
Topographical l.iap.3 4 

3" Locatino- the Historic Roads and Traces 

ln establishing the roads and 1~races as they existed at the time 
of the battle, engineer Thompson relied on the Thom and Michler ,,raps. 
Al though many of these roads had been realigned in the 33 years since 
the battle, Thompson \Vas usually able to find evidence of the historic 
alignment. 35 

4. The Commlssion Loses its Site Idontification Chaspion 

Until his death on November lS, 1898, General Buell took a keen 
interest in pinpointing and identifying historic features, To recon­
cile differences in the t•After Action Rep0r-<.s," B1:.ell frequently called 
on Atwell Thompson to comb the area for "tr.r:.ces of camps, 01.-1 house 

sit~ .. -s, old fields and various other marks~ u 36 Buell ts interest in 
site identification was not shared by the other co:nmissionP.rs, Major 
Reed, or his successor, Henceforth, little if any time was devoted 
to this important aspect of the Commission's work. 

34. Annc:al Report of the Engineer in Charge for Fiscal Year Ending 
June 30, 1896, Thompson's Letter Book, May 27, 1895--Jan. 6, 1897, files 
Sh'll!P, 

35, Cadle to Secretary of War, Oct; 31, 1899·, Cadle' s Letters--
1899, files SNMP. 

36, Thompson to Cadle, Dec, s, 1898, Thompson's Letters--1898, 
files SNMP. 
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5. Interpr<~t:lng the River Stage for April 6-7, 1862 

The Tennessee River rose to J.6.8 feet on the Pittsburg Landing 
gauge in early Dec<tmber 1896 1 and Atwell Thompson toured the area nto 

.get a clear idea of the condition of the battle stage of back water in 
the creeks and branclles,,n When the water reaches 19,.5 feet on the gauge, 
he reported, 11 back water in Snake Creek will reach to 2.6" feet below the 
floor of the existing 'Wallace' bridge, and will partially overflow the 
approaches on each side. 
my map" 0 The last rise 

tle stage was. 

This will also correspond with contour 210 on 
was to within 2.7 feet of what he presumed bat-

He had sent Kirby to make a survey of Snake Creek from its mouth 
to the "Wallace 1

' bridge. Kirby found that it would take at least ten 
more feet of water to put Snake Creek out of its banks, except in a few 
places where streams fed into it.; Meanwhile, Thompson hud reconr,oitered 

Dill Brf\nch and the streams running into the Tenn-E•ssee at Bro\vn's Landing .. 

He saw that another three-foot rise in the river would not do ' 1more than 
fill the courscos of these streams." This satisfied Thompson that the 
Thom and l{,ichler :faps did not represent the stage of the water on April 6 
and 7, 1862, as he did not believe the Tennessee was "up so high, on that 
day J as the maps would show"" He concluded that the river must have 

risen after the battle, and while they were making their surveys. "There­
fore the overflows shown in these war n1aps11 wci.~ ·.vrOng, if they represented 

conditions during the battle. 37 

6., The Historic Features are Ente;·ect on the Topographical Map 

Historic featur,as (fields, orchards, roads, and buildings) were 
entered on lhe Historical Base Map, along with the Union camps identified 
by the Commissioners during their September 1896 Pi ttsl>urg Landing meet­
ing. 

37. Thompson to Cadle, Dec. 9, 1896, Thompson's Letter Book, 
May 27 1 1895--Jan. G, 1897, files SN?,JP. 
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From this tracin[~, which 1n::asured 5 x 7 feet, a nLUHber of blue­

prints were made, some of which were mounted on canvas,, These were 

distributed to the Commission and Secretary to be used in preparation 
of the Troop Movement ~laps. 38 

D, Mapping for the Commission, 1896-1902 

1., Mapfil]Jg Wallacets 1\pril 6, 1862 1 Route from Crtmip•s 

Lan{ling 

Thompson in the winter of 1895-96 made a survey of the roads and 

watercourses in the area over which Maj.,., Gen., Lew Wallace mnrched his 
division from Crurnp's Landing to Shiloh on April 6 1 18G2,, Using this 
data, Thompson compiled a map which he forwm•ded to Colonel Cadle for 
review. 3£l 

When he compared Thompson 1 s A-lap with the one prepared for General 
Wallace by Hardin County Surveyor George W. Harbert and published~ Colont:l 
Cadle observed a number of significant differences in the routes of march 

as shown by 'i'hcmpson and on 11Wallace 1 s lithographed map~ t• 40 

Rathel· than involve the Commission in a controversy on this long-· 

standing dispute, Colont:l Cadle suppressed Thompson's map of Wallace-ts 
April 6 march.. Thompson made a n2w tracing, u1oaving off all refer­
ences to Wallace except the, position of his Brigades at Crump's, Stony 
Lonesome and Adamsville ... n By this action, th!J Commission avoided get­

ting involved in this old dispute between General Wallace and his 

38. Cadle to Davis, Sept, 30 1 1896, NA, RG 92, Correspondence 

S!><'ll!P, 1895-1911; Thompson to Cadle, Dec, 8, 1898 1 Thompson's Letter 

Book--1898, files SN',ll'. 

39, Annual Report of the Engineer in Charge for Fiscal Year End­
ing June 30, 1896 1 Thompson's Letter Book, May 27, 1895--Jan, 6, 1897, 
files SNMP. 

40. Cadle to Looney, March 16, 1896 1 Ltrs, Sent, Colonel Cadle, 
SNMP. 
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partisans and those supporting the position taken by Gen,,ral Grant in 
his "After Action HepOrts,, 04 1 

Six years Inter, after reconnoitering the route with Gen,•ral Wallace, 
Thompson in ._,.anuary 1902 pt·epared a revtsed map depicting Wallace ts 

march from Crump' s to the battlefield. 42 

2. Other ~laps Pr,;pared by Thompson and His Staff 

During the summer of 1897, Atwell Thompson prepared on his own time 
a map of the battlefield at a scale of 600 feet to the inch. On it he 
entered tlle 1·oads as they were in 1862, along with the historic fields 
and houses. In pencil he added Union camp sites. 43 

His object was to have a hardy document on w!lich to show the troop 
positions. This map was sufficiently far advanced by August 15 to 
enable Thompson to enter upon it the bat tl.e lines as laid out by Major 
Reed. This task had been completed by October 14, and in the following 
weeks a namber of blueprints were made. On thes~ Thompson colored the 
troop posi~ions, using red for the Confederate and yellow for the Union. 
These prints "presented a n-2at appearance, and a comprehensive though 
preliminary exhibition of the first day's figLt. 0 

Thompson in the winter of 1897-98 commenced "two large skeleton 
maps made to a scale of 400 feet to an inch on which to place perma­
nently, ,vhen the proper time came, the troop positions for the first 
and second day's fight." By December 1898, the maps were ready for 
the troop positions.., 

41. Cadle to Reed, Feb. 16, 1896, Ltrs. Sent, Colonel Cadle, SNMP. 

42. Thompson to Cadle, Feb, 1, 1902, Thompson's Letter Book, files 
SNMP. 

43. Thompson to Buell, March 16, 1898, Thompson's Letter Book, 
Jan, 71 1897--0ct. 3, 1898, files SN~~. 
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While A. M. Kirby was preparing a map of the theatre of op,·ralions, 

Thompson drew "a small rnap of the bat tlefieltl on a scale or 1200 feet to 

the inch, completing it in ~vE-:ry particular,,n The map, done in color, 
was 21 x 28 inches, and from it Thompson Lad 11 x 14-inch photograp!is 

made., These proved useful to the stute·commissions in studying the 
battlefield. 41 

In ..TuJy 1903 work was commenced on ''two large maps, 400 feet to the 

inch, one for the first day ts and one for the second dn.y I s fight.," These~ 
would be the Commission's finnl lM1ps and were "finished in time !o.r exhi­
bition at the St~ L◊uis Worldts fair,, 1145 

E.. The Commission Re-establishes the H:istoric Ground Cover 

On studying the Historical P'lse ~lap prepm·ed by Thompson and com­

paring 1 t with existing conditions, the Commissioners saw that in the 
34 years since the battle many of the historic fields bad been allowed 

t'o 0 grow up with trees., 11 The Commission ag.reed to re~establish these 

fie;tds, whi]e allowing fields cleared since 1362 to be rec1aimed by 
the f 01·es t. 46 

At the sm.ie time·, ttgroverstt would be employe·ct to remvve unch:-erbrush" 

Thompson in carrying out this project would take care to retain the 

undergrowth in "such places,-H ns the ''After Action Reports" referred to 
as grown up in "thick underbrush., 047 

44. Thompson to Cad) e, Dec. 81 1898 1 Thompson's Letter Book- .. 1898, 

files SNMP. 

45, Thompson to Cadle, Aug. 27, 1903; Report of the Work Don~• on 

SNMP during the Year Ending Aug. 31, 1903 1 Thompscn's Letter Book, files 
SNMP. 

460 Cadle to Secretary of War, Feb. 8, 1898 1 and Oct. 31, ·189D, 

Cadle's Letters--1sgs-99, files Sl'iYtP. 

47. Ibid. 
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Work on these projects commenced in mid-1\pril 1808, when a 10-man 

crew was turned to cutting out underbrush and "clearing up the woods on 
the r-.teek's property.,n By July 9 the men i1ad cut and bL1rn2d all the 

underbrush on the i\leek' s tract, and h.ad started work on the Walker land .. 48 

A heat wave gripped the region in late August, and the "grovers 11 

were "burned out.,u Seven of them quit, and aJ.1..hough several new hanJs 
were hired, the three old hands asked to be furloughed until September 1. 49 

After the weather moderated, there were no further labor difficulties, 

and by December 1 230 acres had been graved, including the Meek, Walker, 
and Chambers tractso 

January 1899 found the 11grovers 11 at work south of Woolf field, and 

they would soon have the area occupied by the camps of Alarsh' s brigade 

clearedo They would then be turn,d to the Duncan propertyo 50 

To facilitate this project people living near the park, not owning 
timbered land, were permitted to haul off the felled timber and under­
brusho 

The 11grovers 11 \'.'ere continued on the payroll during the next two 
yearso In Fiscal Year 1901 a number of trees were set out "to define" 
the boundaries of historic fields being re-2stablished.by tLe Commissiono 
A number of these died during thr~ winter of 1sio1-02 and were replaced 

the next springQ' In addi ti011, a number of young; trees were planted in. 

480 Thompson to Loomy, July 9, 1898, Thompson's Letter Book, 
Jano 7, 1897--0cto 3, 1898, files S~~!Po 

49 o Thompson to Cadle, Aug o 26, 1898, Thompson's Letter Book, 
Jano7, 1897--0cto 3, 1898, files SNTl!Po 

50. Thompson to Reed, Jano 6, 1899, Thompson's Letters--1899, 
files SNMP o 
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the open g;rounct adjacent to Pittsburg Landing.. "A v«riety of nuts and 

acorns were planted in some of the fields, still unt~er fence, 0 that had 
been cleared since the war., These had t•come up very nicely" and had 

received attention during the year by .cutting the weeds and hoeing the 
ground around thmn .. 51 

Atwell Thompson jn the autumn of 1902 and the following spring had 
trees set out to mark the boltndaries of \Voolf, Jont:s, Mulberry, Cavalry, 
Sowell, Duncan, Rhea, Wicker, and Review fields, 11as they wero at the 
time of the battle," ScattoN,d trees were also planted about the Illinois 
Monument, as that area had b00n wooded in April 18G2., ii-lost of the treA-s 

survived,.. Additional trees were to be- planted along the Purdy-Hamburg 
road, "where woods existed at the time of the battle but which is now 
open,. 11 

Willow cuttings had been set out along the river at the landing 
and national cemetery, and "in the ditch along the main road to Pittsburg 
Landing, and Japanese Quince shrubs •.• were planted at the heads ''of 
m,arly all the ravines round the Landing. •·52 

The Shiloh National Military Park Commission by 1905 had discharged 
its legal obligat.,;,on to restore the battlefield 11 to its t?-Onditioa at the 
time of the battle.," The historic fields \Vere suc("essfully maintained 
by the persons cha1·ged with admini.stration of the park until after the 
JapanPse attack on Pearl Harbor and the United States entry into World· 
War 11. A reduction in funds for maintenance of Shiloh National Mili­
tary Park ensued, and aerial photog-raphs taken in 19'17 show young trees 

and underbrush springing up along watercourses passing through the his­
toric fields and intruding j n to corncTs where the mon neglected to mow. 
This si iuation has continued; by Septen,ber 1972 the configuration and 
size of certain of the fields bears little resemblance whatsoever to 
the historic outljnos, 

51. Cadle to Reed, Sept. 18, 1899; Thompson to Cadle, Report of 
Work Done at SNMP during the year endin 6 August 31, 1902, files SNIIP. 

52. Thompson to Cadle, Aug. 27, 1903; "Report of Work Done on 
SN.\IP, during year ending Aug. 31, 1903 1 " files SNMP. 
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D0Cl1.IIENT,\TJON TO IDENTIFY HISTOnIC/\L FE/\TlJllES 

AND VEGl•'.f1\fJ\:}': COVEil F0l'llll ON 11m lllSTOlcICAL B,\SE r,1,;p 

FOi! S!IILOll NJ\'l'!ONAJ, "111.I'l'f,llY PAH!( 

NOV&\IBEH Hl72 

Grid A-5 

Snake Creek found: 
Topographical :,lap of the Battlefield of Shiloh, prepared by Atwell 

Thompson, HG 77, National Archives; cited hereinafter as Thompson's "lap. 

Other watercourse found: 
Thompson's Mao 

Woods found: 
"Map of the Field of Shiloh, near Pit ts burgh fsi<e7 l,anding, Teno,, 

showL.g the position:; of the U. s. forces under il!aj.-Gen'l U, s. Grant, 
u. s. VoL, and ~!aj,-Gen'·l D, C. Buell, U, S, Vol., on the 6th and 7th 
of April, 1862, Surveyed under the dirf'ction of Col. Geo. Thom, Chief 
of Top'l Eng'rs, Dept, of the ;,nssissippi. Revised and Amended by Gen'l 
D .. C~ Buell,'; cited hereinafter as Buel) ts :,rap .. 

Grid A-7 

Snake Creek found: 
Thompson's Map 

Tennessee River found: 
Tho1:1pson I s ~\'lap 

IVoods found: 
Buell' s ,lap 

"Map of the Field of Shiloh, near Pittsburgh fsi<y Landing, Tenn,, 
.showing the positions of the u. S, forces_uncler Maj. Genl, U. S. Grant, 
U. S. VoL and Maj. Genl, D, C. Buell, U. S. Vol. o;., the 6th and 7th of 

April, 1862, Surveyed under the Direction of Col. G,,o. Thom, Chief of 
Engrs,.H; cited hereinafter as Thom's Map. 

Gen. William T, Sherman, addressing the"oociety of the ,,rmy of the 
Tenm•sseo," meeting at Cincinnati in April, 1881, informec.l his comrac.les 
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that Colon0l Thom, a member of Maj. Gen. Henry w. llalleck's staff, 
reached PittsUurg Landing several weeks after the battle.. lNhereupon Ile 

ctiused the battlefield "to be surveyed, and his map is still the stand­
ard one., 11 As Colonel Thom was nat p1·esent during the ba.ltle, Shcrmmr 

was ,,certai11 te had located on his map the several divisions incorrcctly.,n 
He was speaking ndvisedly, because he k1H:W that Thom had errored in locat­

ing several of the positions held by his di vision. He had nccordin;:;ly 
"prepared a tracingu of Thom's map, and on it had O located the troops 11 

as he believed "they were at the bcginni ng and end of the first day." 

Moreover, Sherman contim;ed, the ttmany roads indicatedu on the 

Thom map 

did not exist at the time we first reached "Pittsburg 
Landing" nor at the time of the battle. Then there was 
but one single 1"oad--i'the Corinth road, 11 --which reached 
the river, affording room for only four or five boats 
to unload, but as other boats: accumulated, oth-er roads 

were improvised up the hill from the water's eclge to 
the o ., o plateau above, and nE:W roads were made by the 

wagoners hauling out from the boats to the several 

camps,;, All these roads as marked on the LTho!:Y map 

were mud roads; not roads at all in a military scns1.;1, 
but simply open ways by whi.ch six. mules coultl h2.u1 

about a ton of freight from the river to the camps"' 
The "' • o plateau, excepting the cleared fields, was 
wooded with oak, maple and hickory, the latt,:,r in 
some places so thick that there was real difficulty 
in forcing oncts way through on horseback,.. 

Report of th+? Proceedlngs of the Societv of the Armv of the TennE·ssee 

at the Fourteenth An '~al r,I,.!etint:,· HP.ld nt Cincinr.ati, Ohio . .1\pril 6 

and 7 1 1881 (Cincinnati, 1881), p. 59. 

Almost four years later, on November 28, 1884, two weeks before 
the "Official Map" was sent to press v:l.th Gen~•ral Grant's Shiloh arti­
cle to appear in The Century Man,•n::dne for February 1885, an inquiry 
was addressed to Dvt., Brig,) Gen., George Thom concerning its history"" 
He replied that 

it was prepared under his direction as Chief of Topo­
graphical Engim,ers on ll;;tlleck' s staff soon after the 
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battle, while the Union troops wore still <0ncamped 
on and m:<ar tho bn.ttleg:rounct, and .that Gcneirals Grant, 
Buell, and Sherman furnished him with information as 
to the positions occupied by the troops in the battle. 

On Dace111ber 15, 1884, General Thom "called the attention of Gem•ral 
Grant to certain cri ticisrns which General Sherman published on the Offi-
cial ~lap , of the battle !'iel.d," at the Cincinnati meeting of the 
Society of the Army of the Tennessee. 

General Grant replied: 

My Dear Gen£·ral Thom: Your letter of the 15th instant 
was duly received, and I n0w have yours of the 28tl1, 
In regard to the matter of the map which uThe Century" 
magazine is to use in illustration of my article • • 
on the battle of Shiloh, I have examined it, and see 
nothing to criticise, J was not aware before t11e 

receipt of your first letter that General Sherman tad 
ever criticized your map of the battle-field of Shiloh. 

On June 24, 1885 1 five months after publication of the Grant arti­
cle, the er.Ii tors or Contury received a letter from Col.. l'r<aderick D. 
Grant, the General's Hon, enclosing notes for a revision of the Thom 
map, and stating, ''He ,:'.Gen,•ral Gran.f7 would like you to make the changes 
in the map, indicated." Copies of these letters arc found in "ShiJoh 
Reviewedn by Don Carlos Buel)J Battles and LBaders of the Civil 'i'lar 
(New York, 1956), Vol. 1, p. 508. 

Several years later, after the death of his father, Colonel Grant 
again wrote the editors of Century on this subject. He pointed out: 

Father was very ill when the map used with his article, 
.on Shiloh, by "The Cent,iry" Co., was submitted to him. 

He looked at the topography and found it about as he 
remembered the ground; but after you published it, he 
read some 

the map. 
of the criticisms upon both the article 
Thus having his attention called to the 
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he revised the article, making· it mo1~e f0rcibl£, tmd 
directed me to get for his .... ., LF~l'.:_SOHT'-ll :'.lpmo i 1~:fl 
the mup which wn.s in the posscssj_on of Colon<·l Dayton., 

Secretary of t!HJ Soc:tety of lite A1·my of the Tem1c:f>See .. 

This map proved to be more satisfactory to hini 
than tho " " " {I'horn MaJ:V he had first used, as it 
agreed more perfectly with his statements aµd rcco1 

lection:;-; of 'the positions occupied by the troops at 
the ond of the first day's battle. A copy of this 

le:tter is f o~nd in ~·Tho Battle of Shi) oh 0 by U. S,. 
Grant, Battles nnd Leaders of the Civil War, VoL, 1, 
pp. 470-7L 

The only differences between the Thom ,!aP. and the Arr.1v of the 

Tenn-::-ssAe Map nre the troop positions., The topography; ground cover, 

and location of man-made featurer are ictenticaL~ 

Field and fence found: 

Thom' s :rk"p 
Bue11 1 0 l!ap 

Grid A-8 

Diamond Island found: 

Thompson' s :\lap 

Grid B-4 

Snake and Owl Creeks found: 
Thompson ts ?,iap 

·aue l 1 t s ~.L:ill 

"Map of the Battle Pi old of Shiloh and Gen' J Lew Wallace's Line 

of March by G<eo. W. Harbert, County Sl>rveyor, Hardin County, Tennessee"; 

cited hereinafter as WuJlnce's Mn.po 
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Hamburg-Savawah (River) road founcl: 

Bu•• 1 l's ~lap 
Thompsontn Map 
Wal J ace 1 fl :.rap 
The War or the !ldwlJ ion: A Coinnilatl.on of the Off id.a I Hc,cords 

of 1h-e Un) on :md Conf:nrk-:•ra Le Ar-cni~.§. (73 vols~, 128 parts-j Wttshington, 

1880-1901), Ser, I, VoL x, pt. 1, p. 183; cited hereinafter as Offi­
cia] Records,. 

Wallace's britlge foun:l: 
Buel 1' s ~lap 
Wallaccts M:an 

Official Rr,cords, Ser, I, Vol, x, pt, 1, p. 183. 

General Lew Wallace reported that the River road ncrossed Snake 
Creek by a good bridge close to Pittsburg Landing," Official Records, 

Ser, I, Vol. x, pt, 1, p. 170, 

Woods and swamp found: 
Buell' s ~.rap 
Wallaco' s ~iap 

Qrid B-5 

Snake Creek and other watercourses found: 
Thompson's Map 

Hamburg-Savannah <Hi ve:0 road found: 

Buell' s ::S.!np 
Wallacc-'s Map 
Thom's Map 

Woods and swamp found: 
BueJ.1' s,_Mnp 
Thom I s :i.rap_ 

Wal 1 ace's !ilR.p 

Fenced field found: 
Thom•s Map 

Buell's Mall 
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G:rid 13-6 

Bell Slough found: 
Thorn's ~l~ill_ 

Buell" R ?1L:~12. 

'.!:b.2!!l12son' s ~lap 
Uo S, Geological. Survey--Pittsburg Landing Quadrangle, 7,5 Minute;l 

Series, 1949 q 

Fenced field found: 
Thomts Man 

Buell'::.: Man 
Wallace's Map 

Farm road found: 

Buell' s Mnn 

Thom 1 s l\i2tp, 

Woods found: 
Buell's )Jnp 
Thom's M2.p 

Grid B-7 

Tennessee !liver and Diamond Island found: 
Thompson's Map 

Snake Creek and Bell Slough found: 
Thom• s Map 

Buell' s ~lap 
Thom;pson ls Map 

Fields and fences found: 
Thom's Ma}? 

Buell' s r,1ap 
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Woods found: 
Thom's Map 

Grid B-8 

Tenriessee River and Diamond Island found: 
Thompsor! * s Map 

Grid C··3 

Owl Creek found: 
Thompson's Map 

Woods found: 
'l'hom's Map­
Buell' s Map 
Wallace's '.\lap 

Grid C-4 

Owl Creek found: 
Thompson's ?,!ap 

Tilghman (Glover) Branch found: 
'fhompson 1 s ~fa.p 

nuell's MRO 
Wallace's illap 

Colonel Thom's map incorrectly locates Tilghman Branch, placing it 
to the east of the Hamburg-Savannah road. 

Secondary watercourse found: 
Thorupson 1 s Map 

Woods found: 
Bnell Is Map 
Thom's Map 

WnlJ ace' R Map 
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Topography found: 
Thompson's ~Ittp 

Fenced field found: 
'J.'hom ts ?.Iap 

Buell' s Map 

Grid C-5 

Tilghnian (Glover) Branch and secondary watercourses found: 
Thompsonts Map 

Hamburg-Savanm1h (River) road found: 
Buell ts h·~ap 

Wallace's M:a p 
Thom' s ~-111.p 

Farm roads found: 
Thom's Map 

Buell' s iHap 

Fenced field, found:. 

Thom's Map 
BueJlts Map 
Wallace• s ,tan 

Cabins and outbuildings found: 
Thom's Map, 

Buell' s :i.tap 
Lt. Col. Manning }'. Force of the 20th Ohio reported that on the 

morning of the 7th, .,Company n, Captain ).icElroy, was stationed '.in a 
log house outside of the extreme right," Official Records, Ser. I, 
Vol, x, pt. 1, p, 201. 

Woods found: 
Thom's M;ap 
Buell's Map 
Wallace's Map 
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Topography found; 
Thompson's Map 

Grid C-6 

Bell Slough and secondary watercourses found: 
Thompson 1 s Map 

Topography found: 
Thompson's Map 

Farm roads found: 
Thom's ).lap 

Buell' s f>iap 
Wallace's ~lap 

Woods found: 
Thom's lllap 

Buell Is Map 

Fenced fields fou·1d: 
Thom's Map 
Buell ts Map 

Grid C-7 

Tenm,ssee River found: 
Thompson's Map 

Snake Creek, Bell Slough, and secondary watercourses found: 
Thompson 1 s l\fap 

Farm road from Hagy's to Tennessoe River found: 
Thom's ~lap 
Buell' s ~lap 
Wallace's jlap 
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Woods found: 
Thom's \\Tap 

Buell' s ?,lan 

Sand spit found: 
Thom's 1\1ap 

Buell' s l\iap 

Topography founj: 
Thompson's Map 

Grid D-2 

Owl Creek found: 
Thompson's Map 

Mill found: 
Thom 1 s :\1a.p 

Buell's ?i.iap 

Grid D-3 

Owl Creek found: 
Thompson I s :\·lap 

Other watercourses found: 
Thompson's !.Tap 

Ford found: 
Buell's Map 

Woods and swamp found: 
Thom's l\Inn 

Buell' s M<:"U2_ 

Wa] lace's rl'Iap 
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General Lew W«llace reported, 0 I3uck of both fields ~ronr:cs 1 and 
Sowell •jfJ, to the north, was a range of b)uffs overlooking the swnmpy 
low ground8 of Snake Land 0\"..[7 Creek/:"), heavily timbert,d. An ;oxnmina­
tion ::-:atisfied me that the lov.,r groun;ls afforded absolute protection to 
my right flant," Official Records, Ser·. I, Vol. x, pt. I, p. 171. 

Topography found: 
ThornpF10:1's Man 

l'arm road found: 
Euell's Man 

Sowell's Orchard found: 
Thompson 1 s ?i.iap 

Grid D-4 

iVatercourses found: 

Topography foun,': 
Thompson's M.ap 

Road network found.: 
Thom's !vinp 

Bu~;tl' s ;;1ap 
"Map of the battle of Shiloh made by Genl IV. T. Sherman soon after 

the fight and found among his lettors to his wife 1905"; cited lrnrein­
aftel~ as Sherman 1 s r,inp .. 

Glover's cabin, outbuildings, fences, and field found: 

Jones 

Thom's ri.Tap 

Buell' s !1lap 

Wallaccts Map 

field and fences found: 
Thom•s Map 
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Buell' s ~lnJ! 
!f.ftllnce 1 s f\lap 

Gen-s·ral W.:;J lace reported that after CT·ossing Tilghman Dranch; hi5 
brigades rertched "the edge of an oblong field /J0n2s _J that extent.led 
in a direction parallel with the river d tt Of.f:lcin) Record_§, Ser q I, 
Vol. x, pt, J, p. 171. 

David Harman's house, outbuildings, and orchard found: 
Thom 1 s Map 

Buel 1 t::; ;,rnp 

'fhompson I B ~tug 
"Location and Position of Camp of 11th Illinois Inf an try and 15th 

Iowa lin•· of battle, April 6th, 1862;' files SN;,IP; cited hereinafter as 
Blackman's Map Q 

"Record of Burials, u Shiloh National Cemetery, files SN:\TP; cited 
hereinafter as Record of Burials. 

Grid D-5 

Tilghman Dranch found: 

'fhompSOI'; s J!ap 

Other watercourses found: 
Thompson's Map 

Topography found: 
Thompson• s Map 

Hamburg-Savannah (River) road found: 
Thom's J.L-~.p 
Bu£• 11 ts :\lap 

Wallace's 1Iap 
Sherman's ~Jan 

Thom's Map is in e:rror in that it fails to show tho subject road 
extending southeast from Perry's field to its junction with the Corinlh­
Pittsburg road. 
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Farm roads found: 

Thom's r\rap 

Buell's :liap 

Perry and Mulberry fields and fencing found: 
Thom's Map 
Buell ts I\Inp 
Wall ace 1 B r,!ap 

She :rman 1 s l\iap 
Referring to 1·1~lberry field, Col~ C., Carroll Marsh, one of Mc.Clernand's 

brigade commande-l'S, reported, n1 had gathered quite a force, and formed 
a line near the camp of the second division, concealing my men tn the 

timber, facing an open field .. " Official Records, Ser .. I, Vol. x, pt .. 1, 
p, 134. 

Lt. Col, WilliaJ\1 D, McCord of the 1st Nebraska (\'.'all.ace's division) 
reported that early on April 7 his regiment occupied a position on the 
right of Tho-mpson 1 s battery nin an open field ir:\.!lediately in front of a 

deep ravine L!:i-J ghman /iolloff and a. high ridge boyond." I bid,, p. 197. 

Col. John :\L, Thayer, McCord' s brigade commander, report1:d, that 
during the night of the 6th, Capt. Noah s. Thompson came up and placed 
his battery in position Jn the open fiel.d in· fron·t. Ibid., p. 193. 

James Perry's house and outbuildings found: 
Thom's A!ap 

Buell 1s ?11ap 

Woods and s•,vamp found: 

Thom' s ?,~f!:Q 
Buel 1 ts 1'.1u.p 

Wallace's ~rap 

Denae woods in Tilghman'a Hollow found: 

General Wallace reported, "Shortly after daybreak Captain Thompson 
opened fire on a re be I battery posted o·n a bluff opposite my Fir st 

Brigade &ni th' f;J and across a deep and prolon;;cd holl.:,w, threaded by 
a creek and densely woodi::~d on both sides.," Official Records, Ser., 1, 
Vol, X, pt, 1, p. 170. 
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Grid D-6 

Watercourses found: 
Thompson ts 1.in.p 

Woods 1·ound: 
Thomr s I\1ap 

BuBll's ~Iap 
We.I lace's Mctp 

Chamber's field and fencing found: 

Thom's i\iap 
Buell's Map 
"Sketch of the Battle Fic;ld of Shiloh, showing the disposition of 

the Troops under ~he command of l,lajor General D. C. Buell on the 6th 
and ·:th of April 1862," by N. Michler, CoL Topographical Engin<2ers; 
cited hereinafter as Michl-er's Map .. 

"Plan of the fieJ.d of Shiloh; traced from a map by Col. Geo. Tbom, 
position of divisior::s in bJr.tck ink, corrected in green from recojlectioni::: 
by COL Thomas Worth;n;;ton .late of the Army of Tenrs·ssee Lsi9.7••; cited 
hereinafter as Worthingt.o:, 1 s Aktp. 

John G. IV, Hagy's field and fence found: 
Thom" s ~lao 
Buell' s r1Iap 
Wallace's h1ap 

Hagy' s house and outbuildings found: 
Thom's 1\Lap 
Mlch]erts Map 
Euell's ~lap 

Corinth-Pittsburg road found: 
Thomts Man 

Buell 1 s ;\lap 
Michler's Map 
Wallace's Map 
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Farm roads found: 

Thom 1 s ~ltt.R 
Buell' s libp 
In laying off the road from the camp_ of the 7th Iowa to the Co1•inlh 

Hoad, Atwell Thompson f:ncoun lerect problems,. He was un~bln to find any 

traces of the- old road "sufficiently plain lo identify lhnt road sho\;•n 

on the Thom Map. tt He hn.d scaled the Th6m litap., 11and the measuretr1(0nts 

ar.e real accurate as far as the Hart1burg Cross roads at Uni on school 
house." Thompson to !leed, Aug. 16, 1899, Thompson's Let ters--1899, 

files SNMP. 

Grid D-7 

Tenn£•ssee River found: 

Thompson's Map 

Other wate1·courses found: 

Thompson's Map 

Topography found: 
. Thompson's Map 

Woods found: 
Thom's !.tan 

Bue 11' s ',!'!J! 

Wallace's ?,1au 
Michle:r's Map 

Open ground found: 
Thom's ~Tap 
Michle~•'s Map 

Buell' s Map 

Cot•inth-Pittsburg road found: 

Thom's ~lap 
Michl0r 1 s Mnp 
Buell' s Map 
Sherman' ~L:'llap 
Wallace-ts Map 
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Other roads leading to Tenr:essee Hiver found: 
Thom's 1\1ap 

Mi chler' s ~tap 

Buell' s i\1ap 

Worthington's i\lap 

Pittsburg Landing found: 

Thom 1 s ~1110 

l\'lich ler' s ?;Tap 

Buell' s ?.t1p 
Worthington·s Map 

Buildings at Pittsburg Landing found: 

Thom's i'llc-1p 

Michler' s J\lap 
Sherman'::: j'\i'!_2. 

Col,, Jacob i',mmen of. Nelson's di vision reported, "On top of the 

banks, near some buildings, I found the Thirty-sixth Indiana partly 
formed..., • .," Official nccords, Ser., I, Vol., x, pt., 1, p., 333., 

Grid E-1 

Owl Creek and Shiloh Branch found: 
Thompson's !I-Ian 

Fence and field found: 
Thom's Map 

Buell' s !\'!f1p 

Mill found: 

Mich] er' s Mao 

Thom's I'Jap 

Buell' s Map 

Subsequent to the Civil War this mill was own~d and operated by Tom 
Hurley. 
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Hamburg-Purdy road found: 
Thom's ritnp 

Bue) 1' s ~Tap 

M_ichl er 1 s i'fill?., 

Wallace's /\lap 
Sherman's Man 

Bridges across Owl Creek and Shiloh Branch found: 
The following maps show the Hamburg··Purdy road crossing Shiloh 

Branch above Its con:[ luence with Owl Creek: Th0t:i: 1 s l\fan, MlchJer' s. :\iap, 

and Buell' s ;,raoo 

The follovting sources show the Hamburg-Purdy road crossing Owl Creek 

northeast of the Shiloh Branch confluence: She1--man • s f\.Iap, Wallace's 
Map, ~d Wor-thini.'.ton' s :\lap o, 

Squire McCullers and Henry Davis told Atwell Thompson in May 189G 
that the Hamburg-Purdy road in 1862 crossed Owl Creek where it now docs. 
They stated that 11 the road shown on. the Thom !\l:n:) crossing Shiloh Branch 

and then 0,,,,.1 Creek had been Rbandoned before the war and the existin5· 

road made." Thompson to Cadle, May 10, 1896, Thompson's Letter Book, 
May 27, 1895--Jan, 6, 1897, files SN:,JP. 

Grid E-2 

Owl Creek found: 
Thompson's Map 

Other watercourses found: 
Thompson's M.np 

Topography found: 
Thomp·son' s J,,'iap 

Woods and swamp found~ 
Thom's M:m 
Buell' s~ Ma.£ 
Wallaoo's Map 
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Fields and fences found: 
Thom's :\la}!_ 

BuoJ 1 's ~'1.:1p 
Michle:r's l\Ittp 

Wal lace's Mnp 

Grid E-3 

Watercotirses found: 
Tho,,ipson 's i>iap 

Topography found: 
Thompson 1 s :<,rap 

Woods found: 
Thow's Map 
Buell' s i\-Ian 

Farm roads found: 
Thom's Mn.p 

Buell ts Alai] 

Michler I s i\;ap 

Wal lace's ;>rap 
Sherman ts J\'hm 

Sowell field and fence found: 
Thom I s ~lup 
Buell's Map 
Wal lace is ~tap 

Gene-ral Wallace reported on the morning of April 7 that his troops 
adv.c:iced to the edge of an oblong field /Jones . .:.7 tbat extended in a 
direction parallel with the river. On its right was a narrow strip of 
woods, and beyond that lay another cleared field L'.§owell. •£. Official 
Records, Ser. I, Vol. x, pt. 1, pp. 170-71, 

Henry Davis in March 1806 told Thompson that the timber line on 
the south and east of Sowell field had "net varied a foot since the 
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battle." Thompson to Blackman, March 16, ] 89G, Thompson's Letter Book, 
May 27, 1895--Jan. 6, 1897, files SNJIP. E. C, Blaclrnian was a member of 
the Iowa Shiloh Battlefield Commission. 

Crescent field and fencing found: 
Thom's Map 

!1ic1Jl.~)rts 1ia1! 
Buell's Ma.12 
Colonel Thayer of Lew Wallace's division reported that when the order 

came to advance, '!we did so, and emerged from the timber int:o a 1arge, 

open field §owell' ,;.7, ~loving my brigade in full line of battle, reser­
ving ovr fire, we crossed a deep ravine and passed up onto tht;, ridge 
beyond &rescent ficl_QJ under a terrible fire of musketry and artillery 
from the rebels," Official R::cords, Ser, I, Vol. X pt, 1, p, 193, 

Davis cabin and outbuildings found: 
Henry Davis in 1862 lived with his parents in a field "just south of 

Bowell's fieldo His parents' home was burned during the battleo In 
1896 remains of the chimney were still in evidence., ti Thompson to Blackman, 
Jan. 10, 1896, Thonipson' s Letter Book, :.lay 27, 1895--Jano 6, 1897, files 
SNMPo 

Burial necords--Shiloh National Cemetery 

Grid E-4 

Watercourses found: 
ThOlfil2.SOnts Map 

Topography found: 
Thompsonrs Map 

Woods· found: 
Thom 1 s Map 

Mich'ler's Map 

Buell's Ma[? 
Wallace's l\·Inp 
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Fn.rm roads found: 
Thom's MnJ:?. 
Mich] er 1 ~ 1Vlt1J?.. 

l3uell's Map 

Jones field and fences found: 
Thom ts i\.io:tp~ 

MichJer's M<112 
Euell's Mnn 
Wal'iace' s MaP.. 
Blackman I s '.\!an 

General Lew Wal.lace reported that on the morning of April 7, 1862, 
his division reached "the edge of an oblong field LJone,;_'..7 that extended 
in a direction parallel ,vii..h the river~'' Official Records, Sar .. 1, Volv x, 

pt, 1, pp, 170-71. 

Cavalry fieJd and fences found: 
Thom• s Jiap 
Buell' s ivit:n 

l\Uchler' s :.rap 

Georg~ SowelJ's cabin and outbuildings found: 
Thom•s ]\.lap 

Bue]l's Mflp 
Black 1:.an; s /\lap 

Burial RE,t~ords--Shiloh Nationnl Cenwtery 

Wesley Sowell's cabin found: 
Burial Records~-ShiJ.oh National Cemetery 

White Post found: 
Burinl Hecords--Shiloh Nntional Cemet€..tY 

Grid E-5 

Tilghman Branch found: 
Thompson 1 s Map 
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Other watercourses founct: 
'l'hompson I s \Ta~ 

Topography found: 
Thompson 1 s !,lap 

Hamburg-Savannah (River) road found: 
Buoll's M.i.p 
Wal J c,ct.~ r 5 11ap 

Sher'rr:a;1 1 s J\iap 

Farm roads found: 
Thom's ~rap 

Buell' s ?,iap 

V-.1oods found: 
Tb om• s ?.!tq~ 

:Michl<.:r's )iap 

Buell' s :\inp 
Wall.ace's :\lap 

Cavalry field and fencing found: 
Thom• s ~f~q..1 

Michler's Map 
Buell' s i\tno 

Northwest boundary of Cloud field and fencing found: 
Thom• s 711no 

Michler' s ,tap 
Buell 1 s Jla'f! 
Worthington's Map 

Fenced field west of Cloud field found: 
Thom 1 s Map 

Michlerts Map 
BueJ]ts Map 
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Grid E-6 

Dill Branch found: 
Thompson ts ~lnp 

Corinth-Pittsburg road found: 

l\1ichle-r' B :i.~np 

Thom I s D,tnp 

Buell 1 s Map 
Waliace* s )!ap 

Shermnn' s l>fap 

Hamburg-Savanr:ah (River) road found: 

Thom's M'!Q 
Michler' s :.tap 
Buell' s lian 
Wallaeo ts f\lrtp 

Sherman's Map 

Woods found: 

Thom 1 s Map 

!-.iichl{H' 1 s }_15£ 

Buell 1 s Map 

Cloud field and rences found: 
Thom's Map 
Michler's Map 

Buell 1 s ?1lap 

§l:0:rman 's i\iap 
Worthinglon 1 s Map 
Wal lace's 1\inp 

Colonel 1\mmen t·eported that on April 7 1 1862 1 his brigade crossed 
Dill Branch and pushed fo:t·vrard, n1 t is now light, and we are again in 
1notion through wet undergrowth and forest., Rain has ceased.. An occa-­
sional shot is fired by our skirmishers, and now we are at n clearing 
LCloud fiel.i:(7, and some cabins and tents Lfiol.onging to llurlbut's divi­
sio.u/ are standing •••• We Cl'OSs the open space and halt in the 

rorest." Offic.ial Record$, Ser. 1, Vol. x, pt. 1, p, 335. 
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Double-log house and outbuildings found: 
f»Uchler' ~ Man 

Burial Records--Shiloh National CcEiPtery 

Grid E-7 

Tenr:~ssee River found: 
Thompson's lVlap 

Dill Branch found: 
Thompson ts Mau 

Topography found: 
Thomuson • s :'.lap 

Indian :.lounds found: 
Thompson's il!ap 
Burial Records--Shiloh National Ce:nc;te>rv 

Road to Brownts Landing found: 

Thom's Mar 

Bue! 1' s \\ia:r:: 
Wallace's ,lap 

Road n0ar Pittsburg Landing found: 
Thom's Map 

Euell's Mao 
Worthington's !.!ap 

Woods found: 
Thom's Map 

Michler's Map 

Buoll's Hnp 

Dense undergrowth along Dill Branch found: 
Colonel Ammen repo1·tecl thnt on the morning of the 7th, his brignde 

crossed Dill Branch, passing; through the 0 undergrowth,. 0 OffieJ.al 

RE'!cords, Ser. I, Vol. x, pt. 1, p. 335. 
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Grid F-1 

Owl Creek found: 
Thompson's l'v!ap 

Shiloh Branch found: 
Thompson 1 s Map_ 

Dillon Branch found: 
U., S., Geolor{i.cal Survey--Pi ttsburg Landing Quadranrile, 7., 5 Minute 

Series, 19 4lo 

Other watercourses found: 
Thompson's :-.lap 

Topog:·aphy found: 
Thompson's '.I.tap 

Hamburg-Purdy road found: 
Thom's 1la£ 
Michler' s Mf:p 

Buell' s J\Tan 

Sherman's !\Tap 

Wallace's Map 

Woods found: 
Thom 1 s ii.fr ll 

Buel.l's i\ian 

Wallace's :\1ap 

Fields and fences found: 
Thom's MD.p 

Buell' s '.\lap 

Wallace's i\·1ap 

Grid F-'2 

Shiloh Branch found: 
Thompson's !\Tap 
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Other wntercourscs found: 
Thompson'~ :Map 

Topography found! 

~psonts Map 

Woods found: 

Thom 1 s l'vrap 

BueJl 1 s Map 
Wallace's Map 

Col. John A, l!cDowell, one of ShPrman • s brigade commanders, reported 

that his command was ordered to fall back to the Purdy road. This retreat, 
he continued, "was accomplished with difficulty, from the extended front of 

our line, at that time three-quarters of a mile in length, on and over a 
broken wooded surface," Official Records, Ser, r, Vol. X,·pt. 1, p. 255, 

Hamburg-Purdy road found:· 
Thom I s i\laP. 

Michlcr' s :11ap 

Buell's Map 
Wall ucg I s ;,1ap 
She1-nian' s MztQ 

Farm road found: 

Thom's Map 
~!ichler • s :llan 

Buel1's Map 
Wallace• s Map 

Fenced field and cabin found: 
Thom's Mau 
Buell ts Map 

Mich.ler's Map 

Grid F-3 

Watercourses found: 
'l'hompson ts Map 

48 

• 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Woods found: 
Thom's Mae, 

Buell' s ~fem. 
Wallace's :\1ap 

Ben ;-rowcll's cabin, outbui1dings, fences, and field found: 
Thom's Map 
11.Uchler' s ~lup 

Buell' s }'::IQ 

Wallace's ?0ltU1 
Burial Records--Shiloh National Cemete>rv 

Hamburg-Purdy road found: 
Thomts Ii.Ian 

Michler's lfap 

Sherman's ~Ia_R 

Wallace's ;\1aj) 
Buell ts l\tap 

Corinth road found: 
Thorn's Mc,p 

Michler' s !\-1ap 

Sherman• s !'.lap 

Wallace 1 s :\1np 

Farm i·oads found: 
Thor:1 ts Map 

~1ichler' s i,·J;H2 

Buell' s Map 

Water Oaks Pond found: 
Thompson 1 s M@ 

Lt, Col. WiJJiam Hall of the 11th Iowa reported, "In a very few 
moments I received orders from !\1ajor-G<➔neral McClernand to advance to 

the front, which I did at a double-quick for a distance of over a quarter 
of a mile, my right resting on a pond .. u Official n.ccords, Ser .. I, Vol., x, 
pt, I , p. 130. 

Buell's Map 

Other pond found: 
ThompHon' s r.tap 
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Grid F-1 

Water Oaks Pond found: 
Thompson 1 s !'\1QJ2 

Co1on0J. Hal]_'s ''·After Action Report," Official Hecords, Sero I, Volo x, 
pto I, p 0 J30o 

13ueJJ.'s Map 

Watercourses found: 

:[}_lompson' s ~Tan 

Woods found: 
Thom's r..-rap 

?Jichler 1 s ~fap 

Euell's Map 

Hamburg-Purdy road found: 
Thom's Map 
l\lichler' s ii.Tap 

Buell' s i\Tap 

WaJ ?. nee' s Tlfn.p 

Sherman I s l\·Iap 

Corinth road found: 
Thom's r.tap 

Michler • s ~lap 

Buell's Map 

Wallace's :\Iap 
Sherman's Map 

Farm roads found: 
Thom's Map 

Michl er' s ;\·lap 

Sherman's fl'Iap 

Euell's 1\1,ill 

Woolf field and fences found: 
Thom's l\l@ 

Mich]er's Map 
Btl(~ll' s Map 
Wort hi nglon' s f,.frip 
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General !lcClern'lnd reported that on April 7 his command dYove the 
Confech--Jrates back and pursued them Hwi th great vigor to the edge of a 

field _0VClolf '!!..7, a hn)f mile east and to the left of my headqun.rters., 0 

Offic.iaJ Records, Ser., I, Volo x, Pt. 1, p,.· 120., 

Brig .. Gen., Alexander McD. ?,1cCook reported that one of his brigades 
(Rousseau's) on the 7th ''had the pleast1re of retaking General ,,!cClernand' s 

headquarters • ., " ., The enemy fell back over an open field. L'.}i.'oolf ;Jil and 

reforr:.ied in a skirt of woods beyond"n Ibid.,, p. 303,, 

Lto Col. Marcus J. Wright of the 154th. Tennessee reported that the 
regim£mt, after capturing a four-gun battery, pursued the Federals 0 until 
we came to an open fie1d LJ'.'Oo1f1_'§7 some 300 yards in advance., 11 Here the 

unit was exposed to the fire of Union sharpshooters, and Wright deemed 
11 it proper to v:ith<lraw the regiment from the open field t:.Sloolf' into 
the thick woods through which we had comeo 11 Ibid.,., p,. 4510 

Review (Drill) field and fencing fou.d: 
Thom• s '.·.'.ap 
Michler' s M?.p 

·Buell' s i\iap 
Sherman's :\'lap 

}!cn,"thington' s ;;fap 

Gen0ral McCJ ernanu reported that in deploying his command, ''Burrows t 

Ohio battery was advanced to the center, at a po!.nt ·on the Corinth road, 
near my headquartt:::-rs;· Schwart~ts battery, in support of Sherman, to the 
right, and McAlliste,,'s to the left to command the approach across a 
field LtfevieJ1!7." Official Records, Ser, I, Vol. x, Pt. I, pp. 115-16. 

Col. Abralrn,'TI M. Hare, who led McClernand's 1st Brigade, reported that 
on the morning of April fl, he formed tho 8th and 18th Illinois and 13th 
Iowa into line of battle. Advancing on the double, they took position "in 

a skirt of woods bordering on a field lffeviei7." l bid., P• 124. 

Maj. John \'I, Foster of the 25th Indiana reported that, along with other 
units of the brigade, his regiment "took position on the edge of the 

field used as the review ground." Ibid., _P• 230. 

Duncan field and fencing found: 
~fhom' s :\-lap 

Michler' s .M~Jl. 

Bu~Ll~s ~tfill. 
Worthington t.~..J:.@.Q 
She1'man's MnP.. 
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Grid 1"-S 

Briar Creek and secondary wate1·courses found; 

Thompson' s ~r <n2 

Coririth-Pi ttsburg road found: 
Michl er' s T\.i:t!_p 

Thom's Map 

Bu.ell's ?,,in.p 

Wallaco' s l\1ap 

She,~ma.n' s Jfao 

Eastern Corinth road found: 
J:l.\l.e 11' s Ma2 
Wallace• s ;\~ap 
Sherman's ~lap. 

Farm roads found: 
Thom's ;\lap 

Buell 1 s ;,,ran 

Clc,ud field and fencing found: 
Thom's ~lap 

Bu,o 11 ' s ~lap 

Worthington I s [l;ap 

Michl.er' s ~tap 

Field and fencing northwest of Cloud field found: 
Thom's Map 
Michl er' s :.Tap 
Buell' s r,1a2 

Wicker field and fencing found: 
Thom's Man 
MichJer's :.ran 
Butoll 's ~lnp 

She1·mnn' s MM_. 

Woads and undergrowth found: 
To.Pm• s Map 

Ml chJc_r' s ~l,ip 
l}µcJ l ts 1,Iun 
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Joseph Duncan's cabin and outbuiJ.d1ng found.: 
Mich1er's ~lap 

Thom r g :",IH.R 

Bu0lJ 's f,tap 

Duncan fif'ld illlCl fencing found: 
Thom's Map 

Michler's Map 
Shermnn' s !\lap 

Buell' s illaE 

Lt, Col. James C. Parrott of the 7th Iowa Infantry reported tha:: on 
the morning of April 6, his regirnent was deployed "into lino of battle, 
being in heavy timber, when it advanced to the edge of a field ffiuncagi' .. " 
Official Heqords, Ser, I, \fol. x, Pt. 1, p. 150. 

Colonel Joseph· R. Woods of the l:lth Iowa reported, "The Eighth Iowa, 
of Prentiss' Gi vision, was on the 
angle to the rear with our line" 
Ibid,, p. 151. 

left of the Fourteenth, forming an 
An open field lay in £rent of our right." 

Maj. Gen. B. Frank Cheatham reported, "At about 10 a.m. I reached the 
front or cm open field LDunca.ri7 lying east of the c,;,nter of the Federal 
linP of encampments 
several log houseso 
abandoned road o" 

and discovered the ene:oy in•s-trong force, occupying 
His lin<e extended behind a fence and occupied an 

After about an hour, Cheathrns launched an attack. His troops advanced 
"at double-quick ti.me across the open fielcl L!Jtmca127, about 300 yards in 
width, flanked on one side by a fence and dense thicket of fol·ost trees and 
undergrowth." I bid., p. 438. 

Grid F-6 

Watercourses found: 
Tho:11psc~n I s Map 

Topography found: 
Thompson's fll[np 
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Woods found: 

~~ M~:J'l 
Buell tB :\bp 
Mich}er:.:.2. '.'.is:i.£ 

Wallace' §..JJ.ill2 

Hambun;-Savannah (River) • road found: 
Thom's ri.l~ 

Michl Br's ~.fao 

Euell's ~J2.R 
Sherrnnn' s l\lnp 

Wallace's i\In.p 

Road to Brownts Landing found: 
Thorn 1 s !lfB:R. 

Buell' s ~~{ill,_ 
Wallace 1 s Map 

Other roads found: 
Thom's Mon 
Buellts :\:Hp 

Widow Wicker's cabins, fences, and field found: 
Thom ts l',iap 

r-ilichle:r 's :',lap 

Buel] 1 5 ;\1i'll2 

Wallace's J!ap 
Sherman 1 s ).ian 

Burial Hf':r.ords--Shi l oh National CE>-metery 

Worthinfflon's Mnp 

Jason Cloud's cabins, outlluildings, fences, and field found: 
Thom's Mnp 
Michlor' s ;.t~!B 
Bue 11' s :.tffil 
Worthin;;ton 1 s Map 
Co]one-1 Ammon reported, on tlle morning of Apt•il 7, 1862, wa arrived 

11 at a clearing ,&'loud f.ielsJ.7, and :;;ome cabins und tents are standing, .from 
which our troop:::, were Uri ven yesterday.. We cro~H; the open spt3.ce .L.[:1oud 

fieltl7 and halt in the forest." Ofricial HPcords, Sc,r. r, Vol, x, ?t. 1, 
p .. 3:i5p 
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Grid F-7 

Tennessee Hiver found: 
Thomnson' s :\·1-.ill2 

Watercourses found: 
Thompson's ?,,lap 

Topography found: 
Thompson's ;\Tap 

Indian Mounds found: 
Thoi~pson • B :'\"lap 

Woods found: 
Thom's i\htp 

!'v1ich1er' s ~.lap 

Buell' s ?1lap 

Road to Brown's Landing found: 
Thom's ~,lap 

Buell' s ~.r~ 

}_l!allace' s ,\laµ 

BrO\\'n' s Landing found: 

Burial Ih:cord-Shiloh National CernetAry 

Grid G-1 

Howell Branch found: 
U .. S., _(~(-_,olog.J_cal Su:rvc,v-Pi ttsburg Landing~~drangJ.c 

Thompson's i\Iap 

Other watercourses found: 
Thomp-:3on1 s Map 

Woods found: 

ThOJ]~L~ill 

fr1:!.C' ll ' s ~I ap_ 
Wall£H~e•s i'.1@ 
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Widow Howell field and fencing found: 
Thom's. P.!au 
Bu::~ J 1 's \L.w_ 

Wall.nee' s JI.lap 

Gri,, G-2 

Shiloh Branch found: 
ThOl.!1'2,SOn j n Man 

Other watercourses found: 
Thompson 1 s Map 

Topogi·aphy found: 
Thompson's Map 

Woods and swamp fow:d: 

Thompson ts ?.tap 
Thom 1 s ),iap 

Buell 1 s t,bp 

Wall;c::.ce' s ~iap 

Farm roads found: 
Thom's ~1Iap 

Buell's ivlap 

Widow llowe11 field and fencing found: 
Tho:n' s A!np 

Buell' s :11an 
Wall ace-• s l'vlap 

Small. field east of Widow Howell field found: 
Thomt s ivlnp 

Buell's ~!ill!. 
Worthington's Map 

Grid G-3 

Shiloh Brunch found: 
!.ho•.np~Hlll~l\iap 
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East Branch found: 

ThQ!?Jl:~g}} 's Map 

B110 11 1 s l\h:Hl 

Other watercourses found: 
Th,ompson' s l\.tap 

Shiloh Spring found: 
Thompsc>n' s ).!up 

Rhea Sprir:r,;s found: 
Thornpson' s Mau 

Briers and grapevines along Shiloh and East Branches found: 
!.Q.r.th:ington's Map 
Brig, Gen. P, R. Cleburne reportw'., "An almost impassable ,wrass jut­

ting out from the foot of the height on which the enemy's tents stood, 
impeded the advance of my center..,u Official Hecot--ds, Ser. 1, Vol. x, Pt. 1, 
p. 581. 

Col. R, M, Russell of the 12th Tennessee reported, "Pushing still far­
ther forwaTd, a force was found partially concealed in the bushes in front 
of ocr left and extendir:g beyond that flank." Ibid., p. 117, 

Brig. Gen, William T. Sherman reported, "The fire came from the bushes 
which line a small stream that rises in the field in front of Appler's camp 
and flows to the north along my whole front," Ibid., p. 2·19, 

Deadening found: 
John A, Cockerill, "A Boy at Shiloh," ¾OLl.FS~Ohio (Cincinnati, 1908), 

Vol., VI, p. 17; Hobert H .. F·lemming, *'The BattJe of Shiloh as a Private sa:v 

It,i' Sketcl1t'~,s of War Hi.story J86J-186rt, MOLu;S-Ohi.o (Cincinna.ti, 1908), 
Vol. VI, p, lH, 

Scrub oak found: 
'f, W, Connc·lly, J!Jstory of th!' Seventieth Ohio !tc,gim,QU!.,__from Hs O,:gs!Jl­

ization to its Muster O,,t (Cir:cinnati, n,d,), pp, 18-HJ. 

Light timbered woods found: 
John Bering and Tho'ltas Montgomery, Hist01·v of the f'or)Y.-Eight!]_j)Jiio 

Y.r:.·toran Vo)11nt0,.:1• Infrtntr..Y.,__Qi_yh}g_{L£(2JlfilJ-nte Ancount of P.ogiment ..... 

(Hillsboro, 1830), pp. rn-20. 
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Woods four.cl: 
Thom ts ?tiap 

Buo] J t n ;'I.lap 

Mich) er' B ;\lap 

Corinth rm,d found: 
Thom's }Tap 

Michlor's Map 
IlueJ l's i\1~ 
Sherman's Map 

Other roads found! 

Thom's fi.-lap 
Bue lJ 's i,iap 

Shiloh Church found: 
Thom's Mnp 
Mich] er' s t,f:,p 

Bue) 1' s Jbp 

Wallaeets :\iup 

Sherman 1 s :\lap 

Small fenced field southwest of Shiloh .Church found: 

Sen?cto1· William B" Bate in 1901 told Colonel _Cadle and Atwell Thompson 

that he had been wounded in "the little field that used to be on the west 
side of the Corinth road at Shiloh Spring." This fir,ld was shown on 
'fho'llpson 's ";a_p, Thompson to Reed, July 11, 1901, Tl10mpson' s Letter Book, 

files SN:,iP ~ 

John Rhea's cabin, outbuild~s, field, and fences found: 
Thon:~ s Map 

Buel 1 's :\tao 

Wall~'s ~iilll 

Wort.hi Qgj:o~ 1 s :\tap 
General Sh<:n-mnn, on the morning of the 6th, ttobserved heavy bat ta lions 

of infantry passing obliquely to the left across tJ,e open field /lITfoa'_g 
in Appler•s front." Officia],__ll,;.<:;_9Ld.§., Ser, 1, Vol, x, Pt, 1, p. 219. 

Colo .. Tames F., Fagan of the 1st Arkansas reported, "The first casual ties 

which befell it were on the morntng of the d.cty, while the regiment was filing 

through tile margin of: an Old field f[lh,;n•,v," Ibid,, p, 487, 
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Col., n,, L~ Hodge of the 19th Louisiana rl::port<::d that, after nnothcr 

unit had CTnptured th<' bat lE~ry holding up t.L~ advance of the brigade, 

his reg·imen t advancPd and ga.incd O the verge of un old field L]111ea' s_7 ~ 11 

Ibid,, p. 492. 

Grid G-4 

East Branch found: 

Ihoi]_,_q~:i.£n .. : .. §_)1ap 
Buell ts l\@2 

Other watercourses found: 
Thompson's :>la,I! 

Hamburg-Purdy road found: 
Thotr1 rs '.\iap 

MichJer's ~!ap 
Buel] ts :\!ttp 

Wallace's :.run 

Sherman' s M~ 

Farm roads found: 
Thom's A.lap 

Bue 11 t s Mlill. 

Woods found: 
Thom's Map 
Bue] l's ,la]?_ 

Michler's Map 

Lost field found: 
Squire. McCullors in 1896 recalled a 10- or 12-ac:ro cleared fleld, 800 

feet east of the camp of the 4tb 1 llinois Cavalry. Thompson to Cadle, 

May 10, 1896, Thompson's Letter Book, Alf\Y 27, 1895--Jan, 6, 1897, files SN,!P, 

In February 1897 Atwel 1 Thompson visited "lost f iekl" on sapar<1 tC' occasions 
with 'rom Walker and Henry Davis., Walker told hi:n the field cxtcndc•d across 

the ravine, and that th0re had b(,:en thick brush and. ti.mbc:r growing along 

both sitlces of the r,:vine. Davis 1·ec0lled that the field extended north of 
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the ravine, but on examining tlie ground concluded that it did not., Both 
agreed that the field was not square, the length exc:eeding thn width by 

a cons·.iderable distance., Davis stated, 11 the field was of a short-long· 

shape." 

Thompson concluded that Walker was correct as to the north boundary, 

because "the fence which was the northern boundary o'f the field was 

originally plac'ed on an old land line separating Wicker's land from 
Barlow's land. u The old fence line was s til 1 there, having beer: 1·epaired 
many times. The othe1• boun0aries were not so easily pinpointed, but the 
0 oltl~timers" agreed uwithin 50 to 100 feet as to the boundaries, so there 
cannot be any radical inaccuraeies in the location of the 'lost field'o" 
Thompson to Buell, Feb. 6, 1897, Thompson's Letter Book, Jan. 7, 1897--
0ct. 3, 1898, files SN:IIP. 

Old ~tan Fraley had sold the land on which "lost field" was locc.ted to 
Jacob Barnes before the Civil War. Barn,,s had clea,.ed the field, but 

he was deceased. 

Lee Howell had married a daughter of John C. Rhea about fom· years 
before the war. Rhea had lived on the Rowsey place, hence the mune 

Rhea Springs., i:owell; alth01.1ghHlost fieJd 11 •.vas between his and his girl 

friend's home, had only a vague recollection of it. 

Al.vis Wicker's business before the war was to split rails and fence. 
field~., He recalled the southeast corner and ew::t line of 1 ':Lost fieldt 
Wicker did not recall whether the field extended across the branch 

toward the Purdy road, but as Davis, Walker, and McCullers said it had. 
Thompson took their word for it. 

J. W. Bell, prior to the war, had lived in ''the Peach Orchard and 
attended school at Shiloh. En route to school, he had passed lost field." 
Ue recalled the field but not its size or configuration .. 

Another old man told Thompson that Barnos had always referred to the 
field as his "10-acre field." Thompson to Buell, Feb. 24, 1897, Thompson's 
Lett"r Book, Jan. 7, 1897--0ct. 3, 1898, files SNMP. 

Barnes' cabin, field, and fencing found: 
Thom's ?\lap 

MichJer's M{ill 
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Sherman's Map 
Hue] 1 's f.-I:m 

Wal) ace's. l\lt!J2 

Colonel Fngan -reported, 111 t was an hour or P.1ore aft el~ this _;J]u1 
cl.ash in Rhea fi<e1.Jl7 before we had the' first real engagement with the 
enemy~ It occurred in n.n old field fjfarnesJ to the right Ll,½;1.~;_!7 of the 
first." Official Records, Ser. 1, Vol. x, Pt. 1, p. 488. 

Colonel llodgo rt'ported from Rhea field, ''we moved abmit a half 
mile to the right and a little in advance, passing through a wheat field 
£Barnes '.J,. We crossed a road leading in the direction of Hmnburg .. " 

Ibid., P• 492. 

Grid G-5 

Watercourses found: 
Thompson's ;,r~1.p 

Woods found: 
Thom• s :'\.iap 

i\Uchler 1 s IJap 
Buell' s i\lop 

Wallace 1 s ;'\·la.12_ 

Eastern Corinth road found: 
Thom's !\~np 

P.lichJ et· 1 s Mr2p_ 

Buell 1 s ':,Inp 

Hamburg-Purdy road found: 
Thom•s Mnp 
fil£.h]er 1 s Mau 
Buell• s :\!ap 

Wallace's !1.1ap 
Sherman f s ~;lap 

Farm roads found: 
Thom 1 s Man 

Mi ch 1 f"'.'1'' 13 Map, 

;suelJ 1 s l\lap 
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D2udel l)avist cabins, wbeatfie)d, and fencinft found: 

Thorn' ~~ ~l<1P. 

Mich101·'s J,[illl 

Duell' s ~!rm 
Bu!:}.a l l{.:.:..9_ords--Shi Joh Nat 5.onu l C't'me te:rv 

Colonel l'agull of the 1st Arkansan reported thnt about noon on tl10 

6th, "upon the edge of n wheat field ffe.1vis.'.7, to the r of the fiold 
last mentiont:d ✓-T>in·nes~, the regiment ,, " .. was dra·.vn up in J ine of 

battle," Official J:ecords, Ser. 1, Vol. x, Pt. 1, p. 4S8, 

Colonel Hodge of tl1~ 19th Louisiana reported that af b:.:r c)·ossing 
the Hamburg-Purdy road, his regiment entered a small farrn, a log cabin 
near the center, our line extending across the field.u Ibid., po <W2~ 

On April 7 Col. Thomas T. Crittenden of the 6th Indi,ma reported 

that +wo of his companies 11were faced to the front, behind a lmv fence; 

and commanding an open field, al>out 200 yards in width." Ibid., p, 311. 

Barnes field and fencing found: 
Thom• s r,,:~\!2. 
Michler I s ~:up 
Buel),. s ;,•:ap 

Sherman' s ;'.!ap 

Sarah Bell's cotton field and fences found: 

Thom's M~Jl 
Mich ler, s ?.iap 
Buell' s :\fn.o 
Worthin."<on' s Mnp 

Wal lece' s ;,;isp 

Seymour D,, Thompson, ~1lc_Qj:ions wi!h the Third lm•·o. Hegiment 

(Cincim,ati, 1864), pp. 213, 216-J.7. 

Peach Orchard and W o J',{a.nse Georgo I s cabin found: 

Buell'~ Mnp 

Col. Amory K, Johnson of the 28th Illinois reported that on the 
morning of the 6th, his regiment '\advanced about a mile to tl1e front of 
the encampment and formed in line of battle, skirting the south side of 
the poach-orchard field .. " His regiment af ler several hours was 1~c1dopJ oyed 

"in the rear of the farm house.., ., ,,u Official HocordB;_ Ser,, 1, Vol,, x, 
Pt. 1, p. 213. 
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Brigo Gen. Jacob G,. Lauman reported that on the \?th, his hrir:nde 

was "formed in line of bnt tl~:!., with nn open field on the left and a 
heavy grovl-'lh of underbrush in front of us,,t, When the Rebels attempted 

to cross the Widow B0ll 1 s field, Lu.Uman ordered his left winJ to more 

up to the fencE..'•,.,. ,,. tH lbidq p,. 233 .. 

Lt. CUthbert W. l,aing of the 2nd Michigan Battery reported that he 

retired his guns from the Widow Bell t' s field 11 th rough an orchard,. n Soon 

thereafter, he Hadvanced a~uin still farther to the right, running up a 
narrow road, nnd came into battery beside a log house./t Ibid., p .. 2'15~ 

Grid G-6 

Watercourses found: 
Th ,)mp son's :',la.p 

Topography found: 
Thompson i ::; :;•lap 

Woods found: 

Thom'~: '.J~ 

Mi chler 's ~.12,p 
Buell 1 s ~.TttQ 
Wallace's ;Jan 

Hamburg-Purdy road found: 
Thom's ~lap 

Mich1er 1 8 ?>Tap 

Buell, s l\iarr 

Wall ace ts hiap 

She1"';T!an 1 s Map 

Hamburg-Savannah (River) road found: 

Thom's Map 

Michler 's :,ill.I2. 
Buel] 1 s A!aiJ 

Wall ace I B ~@.Q 

Sherman's ~lap 
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Farm roads found: 
Thom's r1L':JQ 

Michlt .. 1· 's ~!U'Q. 

Bue:, 11 t ~ ~IJ..ill 

Sarah Bell's cabin, outbuildings, fences, and old cotton field found: 
Thom 1 s Ma_Q 

f>Uchler ! .s Map 

Buell 's ~!ap 

Burial Records--S1li1oh Nat~onal CGmetcrv 
Thompson, Heco]]cctions with the Thirtl Iowa, pp. 213, 226-17,, 

Peach Orchard found: 
Buell' s Map 

Bloody Pond found: 
Thompson's ;\lau 

Log cabins and fencing east of Hamburg-Savannah (River) road found: 
Michlcr's Map 

Larkin lk;ll' s App~e Orchard and fencing fou;:d: 
Thompson's :Ha12 
Burial Record"--Shiloh National Military Park 

Noah Cantrell's frame house, field, and fencing found: 
Thom's Man 
Mich} er I s l\·Iap 

Buell's :\h~ll 
B. J,., D.., Irwin, t 1Notes on the Introduction ·of Tent Field Hospitals 

in War, 11 from the Proccedinrrs of the Association of :,.r~litary ?tn·q;e_on~ 
of the United Stnt£f, p. 26; The Story 0[ the ,Fiftv-fifth Heg:Lment 

Illinoi:,=; Voh\nt0.e-r lnfaritrv in the Civil War, 1861-1865, compiled by 
committee (Clinton, Mass., 1887), p. 68, 

Larkin.Bell's cabins, field, and fencing found: 
Thomts Map 
BueJ l's M;1n, 

Michlerts :..lap 
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Grid G-7 

Tcn~esscc River found: 
Th£1.!ll:fion' s ~lnp 

Watercourses found: 
ThompAOn's Mo.p 

Ponds found: 

Thom' A ~1<.'.Jl 

Mich] er' s ~lap 

Buell 1 s :\lap 

Topography foun::!: 
Thonmso:i' s 1\lap 

Woods found: 
Thom's i\Jap 

l\Iichler' s l\Tan 

Buell 1 s ?\lap 

Road to Upper Landing found: 
Thom's "lap 
Michler' s fl.lap 

Bue 11' s :\tap 

Upper Landing found: 
Thom's i\·lan 

Michl er' s :\lap 

Buell' s !\lap 

Grid G-8 

Cabin found: 
Thom's i\1aq_ 

Grid ll-1 

Howell Branch found: 
U. S ~ Geological Su_:~vey-Pi t t sburg I.;-1.nding Quadrang.l c 
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Other wate:ceourses· found: 
!.!.!,priip:-;on' s MnJl 

Woods found: 
Thom's i'.19]2 

H1=tC2.:lL:,_ :\·lap 
Wnllacf;is Map 

Widow Howell field found: 

Thom's :\I.tJ:11 

Bue 1 J t ~L. \1:m 

Wall act I s ':ifap 

Widow Mary ;rowell' s house (hospital), outbuildings, and fencing found: 
Thorn' s 7-,·~M 

Buell' s :\Ln.p 

Farm roads found: 
Thom's :,lap 
Buel 1 'R :,.rap 

Grid H-2 

West Branch found: 
'.Ihompson.'..Js M':l_P. 
Buell• s ~>!ap 

U .D. Geolo!,:ical Survny-P:i ttsburg LanCTJ+1g Quadrangle 
Wa.1] a('P. ts ;',lt:1Q 

Thom I s i\·!~q 

Other watercourses found: 
Thomps.onts Map 

Topography found: 

Thompson's f,1HR 
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Farm roads found: 

Ihom' s i\l,:ll:2 

Buel l's M'2.)2 

Woods found: 
TI~ om' s Mc.1,12_ 

I3twl1 's Map_ 

Wa] lace's i\1ap_ 

Cotton Press found: 
Thom's ;\lap 

Buell' s i'>lap_ 

1\15.chler I s ~,hp 

Sherman 1 s :\lap 

Frale·: (old cotton) field ancl fencing found: 
Thom 1 s ).-lap 

Michl er' s l\lan 

Buel 1' s ~.rnp 

W?..11 ace's :i.la:q_ 

Official Records, Ser, I, Vol, X, Pt, 1, pp. 591, 603; U, S, Grant, 
11The Rattle of ShiJoh_,n Battles and L0.aders of the Civil \'lar, Volo 1, 

p .. 470; Bearss, "Narrative Report for \'/aysiO-•~ Exhibits, Shiloh },Jational 

Military Park, Painting II l.--The Ball Opens in Fraley Field," pp. 11-12. 

Wood's field and fencing found: 
Thom's Map 
Euell's :\!ap 

Wallace's i\Tap 

Grid ll-3 

Shiloh Branch found: 
Thompson's ~-1ap 

Other watercourses found: 
Thompson 1 s T\-inp 

Topography found: 
Thompson's f\lnp 
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Corinth road found: 

Buell' s i\h.1:.12 

Wallacr~' 8 

Sherman .'s c....:="'-

Farm roads found: 
Thom's J\.h'l..p 
rvlichJ er I r; :\tap 

Buell' s__,llii.!2 

Woods found: 
Thom'~ Mido 
Mich] er I s i\Iap 

Buell ts !liap 

Seay's cotton field and fencing found: 
Thom's ?-.!ao 

J\Uchlor' s Jinq 
Wallace's Jlnp 
Buell} s Jl:;::p 

D,. Lloyd Jones, "The Battle of Shiloh," ',lOLLUS-Wiscoi1sir., Vol. IV, 

(Milwaukee, 1914.), pp. 56-7. 

Two cabins found: 
Thom 1 s f,;iAR 

Buell' s :.iap 
Michl er• s .\1ap 

Hhea field and fencing found: 
Thom's Aiap 

Buell* ~:.__J~ 
Wallace I s il,!ap 

Watercour.sr:s found: 

Thon1pso:1 rs Map 
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Topography found: 
Thompson's Map 

Woods foun,:: 
rrhom Ts l\h,p 

iJichler' s :\lap 

Wall nee 1 s ~v1ap 

Euell's Mai:, 

Eastern Corinth road found: 
Bu~•~;).' s :\lap 
Thom f s MD.P. 

~Uchler ts :\1ap 

Farm roads found: 
Thom ts J\!np 

Buell' s i\lap 
Mich ler 1 s !\IRp 

Grid H-5 

Locust Grove Bnmch found: 
Thomnson' H i\lap 

Other waterc<'jurses fou.ndz 

Thompson's Map 

Eastern Corinth road found: 

Rnell's ~.if?:TI 
Thom's i\l~ 
Michler • s ~inp 

Atwell Thompson in 1900 learned that the camp Of the 16th Wisconsin 
lnfantry'was in a field which had been cleared since the war. The 
Eastern Corinth road passed through the left center of this camp, 
ndi verging from 'what we have supposed Was tho Eastex-n Corin th road just 

south of the crunp of Hickenlooper' s battery." Thompson's Map show"cl 
the Eastern Corinth road passing through Spain's field, but this was 
in t~rror o A r0connaissc1nce disclos0.,t how this had occurred p l\1' tor tllo 
war the ground where the 16th Wisconsln had camped was cleared and 

fenced. This caused the E:istern Corinth rond to be relocated through 

Spain's ficltl .. 
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The J andowner, Jr:sso Curtis, was Bg'tx::-eable to :rebuilding tho road 

on its old bed, throuf_:;h his field, and while it wm:iJd make ·quite a 

bend it would be on the cresl of a rid;0,, 'l'hoinpson to Heed, F'<➔ bo 2 1 

1900, Thompson's Letter Books, files S~'x,P. 

Peter Spain 1 s cabin, field, and fencing found: 

_!ho~§_~~ 
M:i chlHr 1 s Map 

Buell' s i1Iap 

Grid 11-(i 

Locust Grove Branch found: 
Thompson, s Man 

Other watercourses found: 
Thompson's Hap 

Topography f oun:i: 
Thompson ts f,!ap 

Woods found: 
Thom's. ~lap 

Micbler's :.lfil! 
Buell's Map 

Peach Orchard found: 
History of tho 55th Illinois, pp. 68-9. 

Hamburg-Savannah (!liver) road found: 

Thom's 11·!ap 

Buo]l's l\l~ 

Michler l ~ MaTJ 

Sherman's Mn.p 

Farm road found: 
'fhom ts Map 

Buell's M;J.p 
Michl<>r 's :Vhp 
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Larkin Bellrs field and fencing found: 
Thom's, l",iqf! 

iU ch 1 er' s :\~0;}1 

Duell ts ~i;.1.Q 

BuriaJ HeeordR--Shi) ob Natj ona1 Conwtcrv 

F<>nced field north of Locust Grove Branch found: 

Thom's "lap 
RuBll ts ;\hl~ 

MichJ.er' s :t!an 

Grid H-7 

Lick Creek and Locust Grove Branch found: 

fhompson's Map 

Other watercourses found: 
,!hompson' s :\lap 

Topography fou1Jd; 
ThoYiipson' s '.\-L::•Q 

Hamburg-Savmms,,: (River) road found: 

Tho:n' s Mn.o 
Michler' s ;\Tap 

Buell' s ~frtp 
Sherman t t·. __ ~;.@.2. 

Road to Upper Landing found: 
Thom f B ~U:.:n 
Michler I s Tl.1<'fil 

Buell' s :i,1;:i_p 

Woods found: 
Thom's ?.,i:J2_ 

Bue 11' s ~l'.112 
Mich] er'~; ).tan 

Squi n, McCull .,rs• fenced r ield, orchlrd, and cabin~ found: 

Thom' fi i\ktp 
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Bue] 1 ts :\tap 

Michler' s ~1ao 
Brigo Gen., ,Ja.f1H-:>S R. Chal1ners reported on crossing Locust Grove 

Branch, his skirmishes Hdeveloped the ene";'!1y concoal,::d b0!1ind u fence 

in thick undergeowth~ with an open field or orchard /}JC:Culle1~s-~7 on 
his :front.. The width of this orchard w~1s abottt 350 or 400 yards, and 
behind it was a very· steep an.a perfectly abrupt hill, at the foot of 

which ran a small br,.1,nch, At the base of this hill ran the Hmaburg 

and Pit ts burg LS-avanra!i? road, skirting the orcha:NJ at its base and 
then turning to the right running alongside of it, the orchard being 
to the right of the roado" 0.ffic5 al RccorcJ.§, Sero 1, Vol .. X, Pt,, 1, 
p, 549, 

Squire McCullers in 189G informed Thompson that the field in which 
Chalme,·s formed hi.s brigade to attack Stuart on the east •side of the 

Hamburg road, near the ~ick Creek crossing, had not changed its con­
figuration since tlie battle. Moreover, he continued, the house in the 

orchard stood in Ap1Til 1802, and there were 11threB or four cabin .. : at 
the upppr point of the field., 11 Although the cabins appeare<l o;i Thom's 

M§ill, neither the house or orchard were shown.. Thompson to Cc:td::ie; ;,ray 10, 

1896, Thompson's Letter Book, ~lay 27, 1895--Jan, 6, 1897, files Sh~1,P. 

Cabin, outbuildinp:s, and fenced lot north of >fwnburg-Savannah road foun.i; 
Thom's 

1Uchler's Map 

Bucll's Mao 

Fenced field north of Locust Grove Branch· found: 

Thom's ~rap 

Michl.er' s Map 
Buell 1 s ~.rap 

Field east of pond found: 

Thom t s~_M,-2£ 

Michl er ts :'.\1i1.D 

Grid ll-8; 

Lick Creek found: 

Thompson's fi.1ag 
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Howl to Upper Landing found: 
ItJ_om ' s J\J a P. 
Htchl.Gr. s ,hrn 
B;!J' 11' s Mar.. 

Grid 1-1 

Watercourses found: 
Thompson's :\iil}2 

Grid 1-2 

Watercourses found: 
Thompson's~ 

Woods found: 
Thom's Map 

Buell's ~ifti2 

W All ace• s ,la[! 

Corinth road found: 
Thom's Map 

M.!2.hJ or's Map 
Buellts T\1rrn 

Wal lace's Thlap 
Sherman ts i',lap 

Farm roads found: 
Thom's Ma11 
Buell rs M~tp 

James Wood's cabin, outbuildings, fencing, and field found: 
TI!.o:m' s l\-1{:\..2 

Buel 1 ts ~1<fil . 
Wal lace 1 s i\121.p 

Field and fencing south of Wood field found: 
Thom's i\'lap 
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Grid I-3 

Watercourses found: 
Tho:npson I s '~l.~ 

Woods found: 
Thom's Jiau 

Michl er' ,1 Mim 

Ruell' s ?.tap 

Farm roads found: 
Thom's Map 

Michl er' s !,Jr1p 

Buell' s i\lo.u 

Lewis Seay• s cabin, outbuildings, fend.ng, and field found: 

Thom' s M"J!. 

Michlcr 1 
~-· ~{<& 

Buell ts ;,;fill_ 

~gee~ s. ;,r::tp 

Sherman 1 s Ji~ 

Fenced fi'1ld .southwest of Sea:; •s field :(ound:. 

Thom's Man 

Buel 1' s ':.12.u 
Wallace• s :\iap 

Grid I-1 

Woods found: 

Thom 1 .s Mop 
Michler I s i•.Tap 

Buell's Map 
Wallace vs :\fap 

Eastern Corinth (Ridge) road found: 

Thom's :'.1ctp 

Michlt1r' s 11_::!ll 
Sbe1·mnn I s ~\l.;ip 

i.ltu:-11 's ?.!np 

Y{a1 lare • s t,t<.12 
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I Bark road found: 

I 
'l'hn2:n ts Mc,p 

Mi chJ er· t s __ }I.Jzm 
Buell' s "1£lE 

I 
Wallace f s Man 

Farm roads found: 

I 
Thom 1 s !'.Ia:g 

i\'lichJ i:n•' s Mall 

BUnlJ 1 s F'.Iap 

I 
Grid 1-5 

I Watercourses found: 
Tho:n12son 's ,!Rp 

I Woods found: 

ThS;_r11 s MuQ 

I 
]JueJl •s Man 
Wallace 1 s i\Iao 

Michler';; Map 

I Bark road found: 
Thom's t\'1a12 

I 
MichJer's Man 

Buell' s Ma:Q 

Wallace's Map 

I 
Grid I-6 

I W<itercourses found: 
Thomnson's Ma:rr 

I Topography found: 
Thomnson's Map 

I Woods found: 
Thon11 R MaJ;! 

I 
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Bark road found: 
Tho,n I s: r1l,}J2. 

Mich 1 e1· 1 s Map 

Wallace 1 n Mat) 

Bue] 1 's ,IDn 

Farm roads found: 
Thorn ts 1:'iap 

Mtch ll}r ts Ma.:Q 

Buell's )Jan 

Cabin and clearing found: 
Michler's l\lap 

Grid 1-7 

Lick Creek found: 

Tho:r.pson ' s Map 

Lick Creek ford found: 
Col. Dav:ld Stuart reportci, "I k<:,pt a company at and in the vicin~ 

i ty of the ford of Liel..: Creek, on the Hamburg roacL, !• Official p,: r,:~)rds, 

Ser. 1 1 Vol. X, Pt. 11 p. 257. 

Locust Grove Branch found: 
Thompson 1 s ?,:tap 

Hamburg-Savannah (River) road found: 

Thom'R Mnf! 
Mich)fi:.r' s Map. 
Buel J 1 r;, iv!51J2 
Wallaen•s ~lop 

Sherman's Mnp 

Bark road found: 
Thnrn' s !\lap 

Mich1ert s_Jlfill 
Buel) 't:1 :,1_112. 
WallnC<''S ~tan 
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Farm road found: 

Thom's i\!ap 

Mic:11] er 1 s Map. 

Bu~ l 1' s ~ta.2. 

Fenced field found: 

~u.:_~h]cr'B :\1ar 
Thorn I s ;,.rnp 

Grid J-l 

Corinth roRd found: 
Thom's ~Iap 

Michler' s ~hP,) 

Bnell's '.\Iap 
Sherman's i\ia:q 

Wall nee' s I\lap 

Watercourses found: 
Thompson's ;\lap 

Woods found: 
Tl1om I S Mau 

Grid J-2 

Watercourses found: 
Thompson 's l\-Tap 

Woods found: 
Thom's rJao 

Michl er Is ),Tarr 

Corinth road found: 
Thom's Ii,iap 

MichJcr's Map 
BucJl':=: Mnp 
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Sherman t 8 t\l;tR 

.YlQJ 1 UCCT 1 S ~l;~ 

Bark rend found: 
Thom* s Mn,p 
~ficl11 <~r 1 s Mat) 

Buell' n Mav. 
Wa) lace; s M.t1p 

Farm road found: 
Th OJ:!' s Man 
Buell rs }@.11 

Grid J-3 

Wate1•oourses found: 
Thompson's i,1ap 

Woods found: 
Thorn's Mnp 

Michler's MaJl. 

Bark road found: 
Thom's M?..n 

Michler' s "!"p 
Wallace's Map 
Bt.u~ll ts Map 

Farm roads found: 
TJ1or:11 s to.tap 

Mi ell 1(!1" 1 s ~1an 

!11IB1-J. . .'. s Mn. R 

Grid J-1: 

Woods found: 
Thom's Map 
Michlor' s 11"Jl. 
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Bark road found: 
T1.lOn1 t S :\hit: 
:-,tjch]f~r's ~r:·~ 
Buel] 1 s :\i<tt?. 

Wall;._~ce rs :\'..-_·tp 

Farm road fottnd: 

Th.9_r~' s_~ 

Mj chle!'' s ?>lc:g 

Buel 1' s ?1Jc:J! 

Grid ,J-5 

Woods found: 
Thom's ilfu.n 

Michler' s :\[np 

Bark road found: 
Thom's ?.·Tan 

1'iichler~ s \'::::U!._ 

Bue11 's ;~lap 

Wallac-P' s ;,frill_ 

• 
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