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Legacy of the Tallgrass Prairie

3 thhograph of Spring Hl" Farm and Stock Ranch 1887.

ONE PRAIRIE, MANY PEOPLE

Before this land became Tallgrass Prairie
National Preserve, many people had cared
for it. Set in the Flint Hills of Kansas, this
was the traditional land of the Kaw, Osage,
Wichita, and Pawnee before its legacy of
owners, which included railroads, settlers,
ranchers, and business people.

In 1878 Stephen F. and Louisa Jones came
here to build a cattle feeding station for
their family’s Colorado cattle operation.
They bought land from individuals and the
railroad, growing the Spring Hill Farm and
Stock Ranch to 7,000 acres. The Joneses
owned the land only 10 years, but left be-
hind ranch buildings in the Second Empire
architectural style. They also left over 30
miles of stone fence that had been needed
when the cattle range went from open to
closed. The fence remnants remind us of
this period of change in the cattle industry.

The Ranch Buildings

The Spring Hill/Z Bar Ranch represents a
continuous ranching legacy from 1878 to
1986.-The-buildings show.remnants from.-
its earliest beginnings as well as changes
made by the ranch’s many owners. The
original owners, Stephen and Louisa Jones,
built the nearby Lower Fox Creek School
and their daughter Loutie attended.

Barney Lantry, the Joneses’ neighbor and
business partner, bought the ranch in 1888.
He combined it with his own ranch for a to-
tal of 13,000 acres. After he died, the ranch
went through a series of subdivisions, in-
cluding 1909 to 1935 when the Benning-
hoven family owned part of the ranch.
After they lost it in the Great Depression,
George Davis bought it and other land to
reunite the Jones and Lantry ranches. In
1955 Davis died; his 11,000-acre ranch with
its grand buildings became the Z Bar Ranch.

The Z Bar Ranch, with all the Joneses’
grand structures intact, became Tallgrass
Prairie National Preserve in 1996. The
Nature Conservancy, which owns most of
the land, manages the preserve with the
National Park Service. As you experience
the park, look for clues to the past, pres-
ent, and future of this prairie legacy.
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EXPLORING THE PARK

The preserve is near Strong City, KS, be-
tween Wichita and Topeka. Hours and pro-
grams are listed on the park website. You
can observe ranch activities, and enjoy hik-
ing, fishing (catch and release only), pro-
grams, and tours. The visitor center is two
miles north of the US 50 and KS 177 inter-
section, % mile west of Strong City.

Park programs include living history demon-
strations, ranch building tours, guided prai-
rie tours, and self-guiding cell phone tours.
Children can participate in a Junior Ranger
program.

FOR YOUR SAFETY In case of emergency call
911. » Cell phone coverage is not reliable in
the park. * Report accidents or safety haz-
ards to a park ranger. * Be cautious around
wildlife such as bison and rattlesnakes.

e Carry plenty of water. ¢ Watch for fires,
which can move very fast here. * Be aware
of changing weather.

3 OUTBUILDINGS windows let in plenty

This massive limestone
barn, 110 x 60 feet,

AND FENCES
The Joneses enclosed

Built after 1900 these
were workshops and

housed livestock,
equipment, and
enough hay and grain
to feed the animals in
winter. In 1882, 5,000
pounds of tin covered
the roof. The grain
bins, cupolas, and iron

the 7,000-acre ranch
using a readily avail-
able resource—lime-
stone. They also built
inner pasture fences
for selective breeding
and to carefully dis-
tribute cattle in graz-
ing areas.

storage for vehicles
and equipment.

4 SCRATCH SHED
This shed enabled
chickens to exercise
in winter, which
boosted egg produc-

of sunlight to warm

the interior. The build-

ing was remodeled
many times.

5 CHICKEN HOUSE
The hill and the sod
roof of this 1882 build-
ing provide natural in-
sulation. Two ceiling

tion. South-facing

vents regulate temper-
ature and air flow,

FIREARMS For firearms regulations, check
the park website.

ACCESSIBILITY The visitor center is accessi-
ble but most historic buildings are not. We
strive to improve our facilities, services, and
programs so they are accessible to all. Con-
tact the park for the latest information.

MORE INFORMATION

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve
2480B KS Hwy 177

Strong City, KS 66869-6869
620-273-8494

www.nps.gov/tapr

We are also on Facebook.

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve is one of
over 390 parks in the National Park System.
Visit www.nps.gov for more information
about national parks and National Park
Service programs in America’s communities.

stone mansion is clas-
sic Second Empire
style. Its features in-
clude a mansard roof,
large windows, solid
walnut staircase, faux
painted woodwork,
ornate cornices, and
ceiling medallions.
The house was built
into the hill for natural
insulation and used

promoting greater egg
production. The west
door led to the scratch
shed.

6 CARRIAGE HOUSE
Built between 1910
and 1920, this building
housed ranch vehicles
and equipment.

7 RANCH HOUSE
Built in 1881, this lime-
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the air circulation
needed for proper
curing.

spring water, piped
through an intricate
underground system.

8 CURING HOUSE
The Joneses used this
1881 structure to cure
ham and other meats,
which were hung
from hooks in the raf-
ters. Port holes and

9 OUTHOUSE

Built in 1881, this
building has interior
walls of rough-cut
ashlar stone and exte-
rior walls of block
limestone. Its three

Hazel Slabaugh and team, 1940s.
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Protecting nature. Preserving life”

and one for children, hay for insulation.

cupola vents allowed

holes, two for adults

are unusual for ranch
outhouses.

10 ICE HOUSE

Built in 1882, this
structure stored ice cut
from the Cottonwood
River and other nearby
sources. The ice was
placed in sawdust and

This gave the Joneses
ice all year, a luxury
for the tima. The door
was originally on the
north side, but was
moved to the south
to meet the ranch’s
changing needs.

To Southwind Nature Trail and
LOWER FOX CREEK SCHOOL
Built in 1882, this pne-room
school served students until
1930, when it was abandoned and
reverted to the ranch owner. The
school is a Yz-mile walk from
the ranch headquarters.
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