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On this site, where he was born and lived until 14 years
old, is commemorated the boyhood of the many-sided man
who became his country’s 26th President. Here, in a 4-
story brownstone standing in a now-lost residential setting,
Theodore Roosevelt passed some of hns most formatlve

personahty, and momentous deeds made him a dynamlc
force in American life from his earliest political years to
the day of his death.

Theodore Roosevelt was born at 28 East 20th
Street New York City, on October 2. 1858 Four years

riage in Georgla T hough the dwelhng was
neither large noy lavish by the standards of
the day, it was adequate for a young couple
of moderate means. For the next 18 years
it was the famllys home, and it was here

health plagued “Teedie”—as the boy was
called by the family—almost from the start.
One of his earliest recollections was of his
father walkmg up and down the room at

When he was 12 years old and his health was begmmng
to improve, his father spurred him along by installing a
gymnasium on the porch off the nursery. “You have the
mind,” his father told him, “but you haven’t got the body.

ur mind, you m make a body

asthma never again seriously interfered with his activities.

If “Teedie” missed out on the rough-and-tumble of
boyhood, he found solace in books and natural history.
He learned to read at an early age, and his keen intelligence
and surging energy sought a range of outlets. Physically

unable to attend school, he extended his uneven tutoring
by wide reading. Heroic tales, science, and biography were
his first tastes. By the age of 8, he was a budding natu-
ralist, and by 14 had grasped the main tenets of Darwin.
His cunosnty left hlm little txme for broodmg

remembered the trip with distaste. But for a boy so

observant, the experience must have been something more
than an ordeal in endurance. Four years later, in 1872-73,
the family returned to Europe. For Theodore, equipped
now with better health added years, and new resolve, this

cination with nature and a talent for descrip-
tion. Altogether, his travels in Europe were
a broadening influence that more than offset
his lack of systematic schooling before

. home at 6 West 57th
Street. The house on 20th Street remained
in the Roosevelt family until 1896. As the
neighborhood passed from residential to
commercxal use, the house underwent a

Roosevelt Assocnatlon) raised funds to buy the site and
reconstruct the house. They also bought the adjoining
property, the house of Robert Roosevelt, uncle of Theo-
dore. The father of Theodore Roosevelt Sr., had originally

g
full width of the house at the rear. On the second floor
were three bedrooms, and on the third floor, three more.
Servants’ quarters were located on the fourth floor. A
door on the second floor porches connected the two
original houses ,




house, “in the canonical taste of the Newk York which
George William Curtis described in the Potiphar Papers,” _ -
a period in which men of substance liked to have their “69 1858 Born October 27 in New York City.
homes reflect the dignity and sohdity of their tradmons '45 1880 Graduated from Harvard married

and bookcases of gloomy respec -

A feature of the house was the arrangement of the , '455 1884—86 Rancher in Dakota Temtory
yard in back. Both houses had wide porches overlooking «&S 1885-89 Published six volumes of travel and
their yards and the gardens of the Robert Goelet estate hxstory, 1ncludmg The Wmnmg of the West
on 19th Street. These prov1ded spacious and airy places . .

~ 1

hlgh cellmg, magmﬁcem mirror rgrsta
blue damask draperies has the characteri
the period. To the children, this room was “a room of "5 1897-98 Assistant Secretary of the Navy.
much splendor . . . open for general use only on Snnday - %E) 1898 Organized Rough Riders.

evemng Or on rare occasmns when there 5. . 1

The front bed oom,

. - Great Bntam ettled.
ABOUT YOUR ViISIT: The site can be reached from ‘
the 23rd Street exit of the IRT (Lexington Avenue) or &5 1904 Construction of Panama Canal began.

BMT‘Subwayd Parking space in the v1c1mty ’1s scarce. The ; <5 1905 ‘Brought R sna and Japan to the peace table

visits should be made with the supermtendent. For in verma- ;
tion, call 212-260-1616 . %53 1910 Received in Oslo Nobel Peace Prize which
FOR YOUR SAFETY: Do not allow your visit te be had been awarded hnn in 1905 ,
sp011ed by an acc1dent While every effort has been made to ‘
ovid il

x for The Outlook

Natxonal Historic Site is administered by the Natxonal, ark jungles of Brazil. ‘ ;
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, in cooperation

with the Theodore Roosevelt Association. A superintendent, . <3 1917 Oﬁ(eirecll to raise and lead a division of troops
whose address is 26 Wall Street, New York, NY 10005, is in France; offer dec med
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