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Theodore Roosevelt first came to the Dakota Territory in 1883 to hunt
bison. A year later, devastated by personal tragedy, he returned to grieve
and lose himself in the vastness. He became a cattle rancher and, in this
broken land, found adventure, purpose, wholeness. Though his ranch
ultimately failed, his love for the rugged beauty of the land brought him
back time and again for the rest of his life.

Roosevelt credited his Dakota experiences as the basis for his ground-
breaking preservation efforts and the shaping of his own character. As
president 1901-09, he translated his love of nature into law. He established
the US Forest Service and signed the 1906 Antiquities Act, under which
he proclaimed 18 national monuments. He worked with Congress to
create five national parks, 150 national forests, and dozens of federal
reserves—over 230 miiiion acres of protected land.
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Theodore Roosevelt National Park was not the great man’s own creation.
It was established in 1947 as a national memorial park to honor President
Roosevelt and to provide a place for us to experience his beloved
Badlands in our own ways.
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Over thousands of years, ers and farmers, perhaps. Woody draws have Roosevelt’s time. Prairie  one of his major con- millions until the 1800s,
the Little Missouri River ~ But bison and elk thrive  stands of Rocky Moun- dogs, long a staple food cerns. He would surely when wholesale slaugh-
and its tributaries have with a choice of edible tain junipers, while the source for many preda- be gratified to know ter diminished their
cut through the soft grasses—blue grama, Little Missouri floodplain tors, live in “towns” in that through careful numbers to a few hun-
sedimentary layers of the western wheatgrass, supports dense growths  the grasslands. At home  management, many ani- dred. In 1956 a small
northern Great Plains. buffalo grass, little blue- of cottonwoods and here, too, are nearly 200 mals that nearly became  herd was reintroduced
Flowing water—along stem, and needle-and- other shrubs. bird species, many of extinct are once again here and has grown to
with wind, ice, and thread. Spring rains re- them songbirds. living here. the point where it has
plants—continue their new the grasslands and  White-tailed deer forage to be carefully managed.
erosive action. You can bring wildflowers’ bright in the river woodlands, Elk, bighorn sheep, and
see land in transition profusion. Prickly pear while mule deer prefer witnessed overhunting, pronghorn have also
throughout the park. cactus delights hikers broken country and up-  overgrazing, and other been reintroduced with
who might not think its  lands. Horses descended  threats to the natural
Are the Badlands really ~ habitat extends this far ~ from ranch stock roam
bad? For human travel- north. in the South Unit, as in

Maltese Cross Cabin
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above me being about

twelve, and the nearest

The bison is one such
success story.
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In the 1880s, Roosevelt

below me about ten, miles

distant. —Theodore Roosevelt, 1887

success.

Theodore Roosevelt, 1885
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Working the Badlands

The Badlands saw human
activity going back thou-
sands of years, but be-
cause through-travel was
difficult, there is little
evidence of permanent
settlement. In historic
times Northern Plains
tribes hunted the great
bison herds.

When the railroad came
to the Dakota Territory

EIth;o4rn Ranch, 1880s
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in the 1880s, people
moved from the East
and Midwest to try their
hand at ranching. In 1883
Theodore Roosevelt
invested in a local cattle
operation known as the
Maltese Cross Ranch,
south of Medora.

The next summer, after
both his wife and his
mother died on February
14, he returned in search

of healing and solitude.
He started a second
ranch, the Elkhorn.
Roosevelt considered
the Elkhorn his "home
ranch” and spent most
of his time here when in
the Dakotas.

Roosevelt became a re-
spected member of the
ranching community. To-
day, this regional culture
continues along with an-
other commercial boom.

Energy development sur-
rounds the park. Round-
the-clock drilling, pump-
ing, and hauling oil and
natural gas from the
Bakken Shale formation
takes place outside the
park boundary.

The Badlands have never
been an easy place to
make a living. How will
we meet today’s chal-
lenge of balancing na-
ture and human needs?

We still benefit today from the work of the Civilian

Conservation Corps.The young men built the park’s
roads, culverts, trails, and structures in the 1930s.
Right: Blue penstemon, prairie wild rose, sunflower,

crested beardtongue.
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Bison tell the tale of successful
conservation efforts by President
Roosevelt and countless others.
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Exploring Theodore Roosevelt National Park

To Watford City
11mi
18km
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- North and South Units:
68mi / 109km
via I-94 and US 85

To Dickinson

14-Mile Scenic Drive
The paved road starts
at the entrance station;
along the way are over-
look pullouts and inter-
pretive signs.

Longhorn Steers The
park maintains this his-
toric demonstration herd
as a reminder of the
Badlands cattle industry.

stone shelter was built

hence the turn.

strooms. Picnic tables are
nearby.

South Unit Visitor Center
has information, a the-
ater, and a museum with
natural history displays
and some of Theodore
Roosevelt’s personal
items. Open daily except
Thanksgiving, December
25, and January 1.

Badlands in the park is
from this overlook.

Peaceful Valley Ranch
This complex spans the
successive eras of the
area’s recent history. It
was a ranch in the late
1800s, dude ranch in the
1920s, headquarters of
the CCC and WPA in the
1930s, park headquar-
ters in the 1950s and 60s,

horn, ask for informa-
tion at one of the visitor
centers. The roads are
unpaved, steep, and eas-

ily washed out by storms.

In 1884 Theodore Roos-
evelt hired Wilmot Dow
and Bill Sewall to build
and run the ranch. By
mid-October Sewall and
Dow had moved onto
the site of the Elkhorn

ings: two stables with a
connecting roof; cattle
shed; chicken house; and
blacksmith shop.

By 1887 drought and
blizzards had destroyed
Roosevelt's herds. He
gave up ranching and
moved permanently back
to New York to continue
his political career.

Bellfield
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Behind the visitor center,
the Maltese Cross Cabin

and facility for guided
horseback rides until

Ranch and were cutting
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|
\
~ \
N_ LS 3
<& S 5
Q! // N 'l
o Ty S O U T H U N lT Unpaved road Ranger station
&) -3 LITTLE MISSOURI )
Oy Picnic area
£ Zay NATIONAL GRASSLAND [—a—] Overlook or pullout
~ »
&7 J - Campground
o~ S 1' Private campground
/ o
% / Maah Daah Hey i i
\ <O - ; Self-guiding trail
, . <®b /// I' Eﬂ trail 9 9
/ e 05 Distance Wheelchair accessible
7 a‘? \/ (‘ o8km ! indicator
( Q| \z =. wild Telephone
\‘ 7 1o \\/“ lderness area
47 £ 12 ) HOI'_SE Ca :I [} Amphitheater
\ o/ 1  (restricted access) i =
4 / 2 own
2.8mi | \7 )
. J)
Sk i \\’5@ = : Off-road driving is prohibited
¢ & Yo S Tl ; in all park units.
( 5 - : g 3 \
i || o = N This map is not suitable for trail
0.5mi o = ; navigation. Obtain a trail ma|
- b i 2 Road beyond this 9 . € P
08km y - — I, U Prairie 1.2mi \ ; t K t Y
2.9m / 1.9km '\ at a park visitor center.
. B Petrified Forest areas hyii) & oo ' ?,%’S”efd"i’g{/vtl?gten
N - 1 X 1 “@\7 7 X towns \ y . — —
. \22m \ o ool |
i mi <
\‘*—»\ \3.7km 0\)}\:‘, f?tflf/?g Fo ‘\ és(-e/’ —< 2.7km \ 5
~ % - 7 < ‘rs: " PN \ o < h
N < ~Trajy \ - b / :
\ gl P / ~ |
\ b ~Z. z ¢ \\' ! Wind Canyon Trail =~ \ Sfenl |
| it s g < !
\ —=38mi warree 1om >~ N WILDERNESS ) J
| { 6.1km 819m  1.6km \y 4 AREA e { [
) \ % \\85;31‘1 Qy\' Prairie dog \ ‘
e Vo 2 Q town L T SN,
/ . NG (7 \{: i 8 T %, \\
( O % BN X \ 3
\ \ & \ \ ~ uL'J N -
) \ S\ -~ ' 2.1mi Y € \
\ \ %o s e » W 3.4km | © N\
N\ V9 y N @ A
{ \ > 1.3mi o & 7 D
| T 2.km I N2 5,
] 23 ) Nox ~ B
\ \\ = /’ \\6(/ <
\ \\ Tomamichael [ Prairie dog \’/:‘Q/) Totaa Traiy 07mi S Prairie dog
N Y Well  _—<_ y towns 1200 T U (.
N\ € N Vi o N Ve SR R 1.8mi b et
o ~ "~———_29%m Jones %
/ gami*SJ_ ~={0om Trail _\p o S / Boicourt Overlook
SO 0.9mi N I,
/ g 1:8km Sy \
<
D = Peaceful Valley Loy,
\ rl Ranch S
\ S.Okm’/ s s = 1.8mi \ )’;/é
) To Beach, North Dakota ,\4 ’r” cen_lc Loop ! rive 2.9km \ %
) 25mi \ Cottonwood P 4 36 miles/58 kilometers o,
20km | 3 ’ rairie dog - ¥ A . \ 0
\ y‘ (12] ([ AR town A roundtrip \?
~ S To Glendive, Montana J /’ N -
Q) 307km \ X7 Ry g
£ 1.7 \
,) *&’, \\\L"@» 27km \
/ R4 Road beyond this Ao = ) 23mi
\ S point may be “0p \_ Y%, & \ 3.7km
N Q:é",l closed in winter. &% X =N \
- iz N »'
\/) 10 \ r;'ucll
\ [ ; : R
\ ) \ < /Skyline Vista o SR B
RN N\ A - Prairie dog h | N Uy
% < - e Scoria Point ~s,,
{ -] Overlook N
i it 24 \ A
R T Exit 23 \ 9‘?
A & 3%,
( e
-, 10 l"— gBLm\\(O,)
Tkm
Old Highway z { 1 2855ft 5
B 2 Creek @MoJﬁtain Time Badlands -~ osm ¢ Buck Hill 37om A
g 3 N Ridgeline Nature Trail Al = ol \3
/ O Medora 9 u kA . 2
Z or Cente Overlook 1.0km X
\ - 5 N By
Q9% % Roosevelt's Maltese Cross Cabin ! 27 ol S\t
< ’ 33 ~
& ) \ J 2\ 53km Prairie dog \\‘\4—7'___
& | 3 MEDORA Prairie dog o town g - 14
& 4 / Chateau DeMores - tain e iy |
= N, \ State Historic Site sheep 5 N Uope, B /
fi —o=! . < *Old East @ Mountain Time | Rl
& o . %, Entrance v | i
Mo - gemi 7 ' Station Painted Canyon \
N _ =t Visitor Center [
2.1mi
- Al¢[a]o] g e
=~ Painte oL X ¢
(summer only) = ‘.?ar? off \\:;,«/m, 4
> | Trai “1 B
Painted Canyon\\\ o =
lly Cre State Park Nature Trail ~~L %, / = Exit 36 To Belfield
0 1) 2Kilometers ¥ LITTLE MISSOURI osmi B o
7 1 a8 e N
o ) <\
/i 2 Miles NATIONAL GRASSLAND o
/ 10 94



http://www.nps.gov/thro
http://www.nps.gov
http://www.nationalparks.org



