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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Fort Carol ine Nat ional Memor ia l and Casti l lo 
de San Marcos and Fort Matanzas Nat ional 
Monuments are administered by the Nat ional 
Park Service, U.S. Depar tment of the Inter ior . 
A super in tendent , whose address is 1 Casti l lo 
Dr ive, St. August ine, Fla. 32084 , is in charge of 
the three areas. However, a resident Manage­
ment Assistant , whose address is 12713 Fort 
Carol ine Road, Jacksonvi l le , Fla. 32225 , is in 
immediate charge of Fort Carol ine Nat ional 
Memor ia l . 

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR the 
Nation's pr inc ipal natural resource agency— has 
a special obl igat ion to assure that our expend­
able resources are conserved, that renewable 
resources are managed to produce opt imum 
benefi ts, and that all resources cont r ibu te to 
theprogress and prosper i ty of the Uni ted States, 
now and in the fu tu re . 

TJ. S. Department of the Interior 

Nat iona l Park Service 

Four centuries ago this 50-mile stretch of Flor­
ida's east coast witnessed the first conflict be­
tween Europeans in North America, in the years 
that followed, three nations shaped the area's 
history: Spain, who claimed it on the basis of 
discovery; France, who challenged that claim, 
also alleging early exploration; and England, a 
latecomer in colonial expansion, who stood by 
waiting to develop the strength to take what 
she wanted. But the United States—a nation 
then unborn—won the land. 

The French were the f i rs t to seize a toehold in 
the Florida wi lderness that Spain believed to be 
economical ly wor th less . (Spain's King Phil ip I I , 
after sponsor ing several unsuccessful at tempts 
to establish a set t lement, had barred fu r ther 
colonizing efforts.) In 1564, France, making a 
determined e f fo r t to con t ro l this reg ion, sent 
t roops to the St. Johns River, where they bui l t 
the sod-and-timber Fort Caroline. Hunger, mu­
t iny, and Indian t roubles plagued the set t lement. 

Despite these internal problems. Fort Caroline's 
very existence mocked Spain's claim to Florida 
and threatened the passage of the Spanish treas­
ure f leets that fo l lowed the Gulf Stream and 
swung close inshore. Spain responded by send­
ing out an expedi t ion both to sett le Florida and 
to dr ive out the French. When the Spaniards ar­
r ived at the mouth of t heS t . Johns River in 1 565, 
they found the French, t r ied unsuccessful ly to 
board their ships, and then sailed to a harbor 
fu r ther south , where they established St. Augus­
t ine as a base for fu r the r operat ions. 

A lmost immediately the French sailed south to 
attack. Their f leet , however, ar r iv ing wi th in 
view of St. August ine, was dr iven of f by a vio­
lent s to rm. The Spaniards, realizing that Fort 
Caroline wou ld be l ightly guarded, marched 
nor th and at tacked the fo r t , captured it, and 
executed most of the garr ison. The French 
f leet fared no better. Dr iven ashore many miles 
below St. August ine, the surv ivors began an 
over land march to Fort Caroline. The Spanish, 
learning f rom the Indians that the French were 
ashore, moved f rom St. August ine to intercept 
them. At an inlet 14 miles south, the t w o forces 
met. Whi le some Frenchmen escaped, most sur­
rendered and were put to death —a measure, 
Spanish soldiers pointed out , d ic tated by cold 
mi l i tary necessity. The espisode gave a name 
to the area: Matanzas, Spanish for "s laughters . " 

A l t h o u g h Spa in had ended one t h r e a t , she 
was not to enjoy unt rammeled possession of 
Flor ida. Other annoyances were to come. In 1568 
an expedi t ion of vengefu l French f reebooters 
descended upon Fort San Mateo , the fo rmer 
Fort Caroline, burned it, and hanged the sur­
v ivors. They took similar revenge on the crews 
of captured Spanish vessels. In 1586 England's 
Sir Francis Drake at tacked and destroyed St. 
August ine. 

Now Br i ta in entered the scene in earnest, bent 
upon seizing Spanish-claimed te r r i t o ry . In 1607 
Englishmen sett led at James town ; by 1653 they 

had pushed south to sett le in the Carol inas. 
The Br i t ish again sacked St. August ine in 1668, 
and this hit-and-run at tack, fo l lowed by the Eng­
lish sett lement of Char leston in 1670, caused 
Spain to bui ld a defensive stone fo r t at St. Au­
gustine— Castillo de San Marcos. Construction 
began in 1672 and cont inued unti l 1696. 

In the meant ime, a wa tch tower had been bui l t 
at the mouth of the Matanzas River to warn the 
c i ty of unfr iendly vessels enter ing the estuary. 
But despite this precaut ion, pirates surpr ised 
the Matanzas garr ison in 1683 and marched to­
ward St. August ine and the unf in ished Castillo. 
A Spanish soldier, escaping f rom the corsairs, 
warned the gar r ison, wh ich ambushed the pi­
rates and turned them back. 

Castillo de San Marcos received its baptism 
of f i re in 1 702 dur ing Queen Anne's War, when 
the English seized St. August ine and unsuccess­
fu l ly besieged the fo r t . As disputes w i th Eng­
land cont inued, and as English sett lers and sol­
diers moved into Georgia, Spain began to mod­
ernize the Castillo. Matanzas, however, was sti l l 
un fo r t i f i ed when the English st ruck again in 
1740. They laid siege to the Castillo but fai led 
to capture it. 

This abor t ive attack proved to the Spanish tha t 
thei r fo r t i f i ca t ions needed s t rengthen ing. In 
1742 they completed the present stone tower at 
Matanzas, and continued work on Castillo de 
San Marcos unt i l 1763. Then, as a result of the 
French and Indian War , Spain ceded Florida to 
Great Br i ta in in re turn fo r Br i t ish-occupied 
Havana. The Br i t ish garr isoned Matanzas and 
s t rengthened the Castillo, hold ing the two fo r ts 
t h rough the Amer ican Revolut ion. By the pro­
visions of the Treaty of Paris of 1782, wh ich 
ended the war . Great Br i ta in re turned Florida 
to Spain, who in tu rn ceded it to the United 
States in 1821 . 

Fo l lowing the Amer ican Revolut ion, the Span­
ish abandoned Matanzas, but cont inued to use 
Castillo de San Marcos. Later the post became 
t h e A m e r i c a n F o r t M a r i o n , and d u r i n g t h e 
Seminole War of the 1830's it housed Indian 
pr isoners. Confederate t roops occupied it brief­
ly dur ing the Civil War. It was last used dur ing 
the Spanish-American War as a mi l i tary pr ison. 

ABOUT YOUR V I S I T 

Fort Carol ine Nat ional Memor ia l , 1 0 miles east 
of Jacksonv i l le , can be reached by Fla. 10 , St . 
Johns Bluf f Road, and Fort Carol ine Road. The 
or ig inal si te washed away in the 1 8 8 0 s when 
the r iver channel was deepened, but the f o r t 
wal ls have been recons t ruc ted nearby to help 
you visualize the scene. 

Cast i l lo de San Marcos Nat iona l Monumen t , in 
S t . Augus t i ne , can be reached by U.S. 1 and 
Fla. A1A. 

Fort Matanzas Nat ional Monumen t , 14 miles 
sou th of S t . Augus t i ne , is on Fla. A 1 A . 
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