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During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, many people came to Florida.
Some, like Zephaniah Kingsley, sought to make their fortunes by obtaining
land and establishing plantations. Others were forced to come to Florida to
work on those plantations, their labor providing wealth to the people who
owned them. Some of the enslaved would later become free landowners,
struggling to keep their footing in a dangerous time of shifting alliances and
politics. All of these people played a part in the history of Kingsley Plantation.

The Kingsley Family In 1814, Zephaniah Kingsley moved to
Fort George Island and established a
plantation. He brought his wife and three
children (their fourth was born at this
plantation). His wife, Anna Madgigine
Jai, was from Senegal, Africa, and was
purchased by Kingsley as a slave. She
actively participated in plantation
management, acquiring her own land and
slaves when freed by Kingsley in 1811.

With an enslaved work force of about sixty,
the Fort George plantation produced Sea
Island cotton. Kingsley continued to
acquire property in northeast Florida and
eventually possessed more than 32,000
acres, including four major plantation
complexes and more than 200 slaves.

Changing Times The United States acquired Florida from
Spain in 1821. Harsh political, economic,
and social reforms swept in with the new
government. The Spanish had relatively
liberal policies regarding issues of race, but
American territorial law brought many
changes. At a time when many
slaveholders feared slave rebellions,

oppressive laws were enacted and
conditions for Florida's black population,
free and enslaved, deteriorated.

Zephaniah Kingsley was against the
restrictive laws, arguing the importance of
free blacks in society. He advocated
Spain's three class system, where enslaved
people existed at the bottom tier, free
blacks the middle, and white people as the
top class. His pleas were ignored, and over
the next two decades, laws were enacted
that severely restricted the civil liberties of
free blacks.

Despite the danger of being ostracized,
Kingsley crusaded to alter the views of
southern law makers. He wrote a series of

editorials, speeches, and addresses, which

became public and widely circulated. He
became best known for his Treatise,

published in four editions between 1828
and 1834. His words were read throughout
the North and the South. Kingsley's
writings warned of the dangers of a society
based on racial prejudice, but, at the same
time, advocated the continuance of
slavery.

Frustrated that his words were rejected,
and to escape what he called a "spirit of
intolerant prejudice," Kingsley moved his
family to Haiti, the only free black republic
in the hemisphere, in 1837. There,
Kingsley established a colony for his
family and some of his former slaves.

In 1839, Fort George Island was sold to his
nephew Kingsley Beatty Gibbs. Zephaniah
Kingsley continued to own slaves until his
death in 1843.




