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TUMACACORI NATIONAL MONUMENT 

A ri zona

T h is  monument em braces 10 a c re s  o f la n d  in  S an ta  Cruz County, A rizo n a , abou t 
49 m ile s  so u th  o f  Tucson and 19 m ile s  n o r th  o f N o gales. I t  was c r e a te d  Septem ber 
15, 1908, Upon th e  t r a c t  i s  lo c a te d  an a n c ie n t  S pan ish  ru in ,  th e  M iss io n  San Jo se  
de T um acacori, founded by th e  J e s u i t  p r i e s t ,  m iss io n a ry , and e x p lo re r ,  F a th e r  
E usebio  F ra n c isc o  K ino, abou t 1691»

A f te r  th e  y e a r  1769 p r i e s t s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  o rd e r  o f F ra n c is c a n  F a th e rs  took  
ch arg e  o f th e  m iss io n  and  r e p a i r e d  i t s  c rum bling  w a lls ,  m a in ta in in g  p e a c e a b le  p o s ­
s e s s io n  th e re o f  f o r  ab o u t 60 y e a r s .  In  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  
th e  m iss io n  was a t ta c k e d  by Apache In d ia n s ,  who drove th e  p r i e s t s  away and dis**. 
banded th e  p e a c e a b le  Papago In d ia n s  r e s id in g  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  th e  m is s io n . When 
found  by A m ericans, ab o u t th e  y e a r  1850, th e  m iss io n  was i n  a  c o n d it io n  o f  r u in .

The ru in s  a s  th e y  s ta n d  c o n s i s t  o f  th e  w a lls  and tow er o f  an o ld  chu rch  b u i ld ­
in g , th e  w a lls  o f  a  m ortu ary  chamber a t  th e  n o r th  end o f  th e  church  b u i ld in g ,  and a  
c o u r t  o r  ch u rch y ard , su rrounded  by  an adobe w a ll  2§- f e e t  th ic k  and 6 f e e t  h ig h , .

The w a lls  o f  th e  chu rch  b u i ld in g  a r e  6 f e e t  th ic k ,  b u i l t  o f  adobe and p l a s ­
te r e d  b o th  in s id e  and o u ts id e  w ith  lim e m o rta r  1 in c h  th i c k .  The in s id e  w a lls  o f  
th e  main ch u rch  b u ild in g  re c e iv e d  two c o a ts  o f  t h i s  p l a s t e r ,  a  f i r s t  o r  in n e r  c o a t 
b e in g  o f  a  r a th e r  c o a rse  c h a r a c te r  and th e  f in i s h in g  c o a t b e in g  o f a  v e ry  f i n e ,  
h a rd , and l a s t i n g  ty p e . The dome o v er th e  s a n c tu a ry  and th e  b e l f r y  tow er a r e  con­
s t r u c te d  o f  b u rn ed  b r ic k ,  t h i s  b e in g  one o f th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
o f  th e  m iss io n , i n  w hich r e s p e c t  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  d i f f e r s  from many o th e r  e a r ly  
Span ish  m is s io n s . I n s id e ,  th e  d im ensions o f  th e  ch u rch  a r e  18 f e e t  w ide by 75 f e e t  
in  le n g th .  The p a r t  u sed  f o r  th e  a l t a r  i s  s i tu a te d  a t  th e  n o r th  end. I t  i s  18 f e e t  
sq u a re , surm ounted w ith  a  c i r c u l a r  dome, f in i s h e d  on th e  in s id e  w ith  w h ite  p l a s t e r  
d e c o ra te d  o r  f re s c o e d  in  c o lo r s .  The p l a s t e r  and d e c o ra tio n s  a re  in  a  good s t a t e  
o f  p r e s e r v a t io n ,  b u t th e  a l t a r  i s  e n t i r e l y  gone. To th e  e a s t  o f  th e  s a n c tu a ry  th e re  
i s  a  s a c r i s t y ,  16 by 20 f e e t ,  20 f e e t  h ig h , covered  w ith  a  b a r r e l - v a u l t e d  ro o f  
b u i l t  o f  bu rned  b r ic k .  The s a n c tu a ry  and s a c r i s t y  a r e  th e  o n ly  p a r t s  o f th e  m is­
s io n  w hich a re  now ro o fe d  o v e r . In  th e  so u th  end o f th e  ch u rch  th e re  was a  c h o ir  
l o f t  c a r r i e d  on an a rc h . T h is  l o f t  and a r c h  a re  now b roken  down. The o u ts id e  w a ll 
o f th e  n o r th  end o f th e  ch u rch  b u i ld in g  i s  decora-ted w ith  w h ite  p l a s t e r  s tu d d ed  a t  
r e g u la r  i n t e r v a l s  w ith  c l u s t e r s  made o f  frag m en ts  o f b roken  s la g  and b roken  b r ic k .

About 25 f e e t  n o r th  of th e  ch u rch  b u i ld in g ,  and i n  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  chu rch ­
y a rd , th e r e  i s  a  c i r c u l a r  m o rtu ary  cham ber. The w a ll i s  3-g- f e e t  th ic k  by 16 f e e t  
h ig h , b u i l t  o f  adobe, surm ounted on th e  top  w ith  a  row o f  o rnam en ta l c o rn ic e  b r ic k  
(ma.de o f bu rned  b r i c k ) .  The chamber has one e n tra n c e . The w a lls  w ere o r i g i n a l l y  
d e c o ra te d  on th e  o u ts id e  w ith  w h ite  p l a s t e r  s tudded  w ith  frag m en ts  o f  re d  b r ic k .
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The e n tra n c e  to  th e  ch u rch  i s  a t  th e  so u th  and has an  a rch e d  doorw ay. To th e
e a s t  o f  th e  e n tra n c e  th e r e  i s  a  room, ab o u t 1.8 f e e t  sq u a re , w ith  a  w ind ing  s ta irw a y
in s id e  le a d in g  up to  th e  b e l f r y .  A ccess to  th e  b e l f r y  i s  g a in ed  by means o f t h i s  
o ld  s ta irw a y . Thin room i s  surm ounted h y  th e  b e l f r y  tow er, w hich i s  c o n s tru c te d  
o f  bu rned  b r i c k .  The w a lls  su p p o r tin g  th e  tow er a re  adobe. Through a c t io n  o f  th e  
e lem en ts  o f  th e  chu rch , a p p u r te n a n t b u i ld in g s ,  and in c lo s in g  w a lls  were i n  a  v e ry  
bad s t a t e  o f  r u in  when th e  monument was c r e a te d .  Most o f  th e  ro o fs  had lo n g  s in c e  
f a l l e n  in  and p o r t io n s  o f  th e  main b u i ld in g  had become underm ined . S ince  t h a t  tim e 
a s  r a p id ly  as  l im i te d  funds have p e rm i t te d  th e  m iss io n  h as  been  p la c e d  un d er ro o f 
and in  good s t a t e  o f  p r e s e r v a t io n  by S u p e rin te n d e n t P in k le y , o f S ou thw estern  
N a tio n a l Monuments.

The r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  th e  doub le  doo rs  betw een  th e  s a n c tu a ry  and s a c r i s t y  was an 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  p ie c e  o f  work. The o r ig i n a l  do o rs  w ere to r n  o u t and c a r r i e d
away many y e a rs  ago, and i t  was im p o ss ib le  to  f in d  anyone who co u ld  d e s c r ib e  them
from p e r s o n a l  o b s e rv a tio n .  P ic k s  and b a rs  had been  used  to t e a r  ou t th e  o ld  fram e, 
w ith  r e s u l t a n t  d e s t r u c t io n  to  th e  su rro u n d in g  p l a s t e r i n g ,  and a l l  th a t  was l e f t  to  
s t a r t  w ith  was a  gaping: h o le  i n  th e  w a ll .  The w a ll o f  t h i s  p la c e ,  how ever, was 
some 6 f e e t  th i c k ,  w ith  an  a rc h e d  open ing  c a r r i e d  from  th e  sq u are  fram e o f  th e  door­
way on th ro u g h  to  th e  s a c r i s t y  s id e ,  and th e  o r ig i n a l  so u th  door o f  th e  doub le  doors 
in  sw inging b ack  in to  t h i s  a rc h e d  o pen ing , had made a  sm a ll mark in  th e  p l a s t e r .
T h is  mark was ab o u t 2 in c h e s  lo n g  and a  q u a r te r  o f  an in c h  deep , and was q u i te  
c l e a r l y  c u t by th e  upper and o u te r  c o rn e r  o f  th e  o r ig i n a l  d o o r. From t h i s  th e  s iz e  
o f  th e  doo rs  and  w id th  and th ic k n e s s  o f th e  fram es were f ig u r e d  o u t.  The d e t a i l s  
o f  th e  d o o rs , such as number and p la c in g  o f  p a n e ls ,  ewe., had to  be g u essed  a t ,  b u t 
in  t h i s  th e  d o o rs  o f th e  San X a v ie r  M iss io n , w hich had been  b u i l t  a  l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  
th a n  th o se  o f th e  T um acacori, and p ro b a b ly  by th e  same workmen, w ere u sed  as  a  
g u id e . The do o rs  w ere made o f  S p an ish  c e d a r , w ith  th e  a id  o f  a  M exican c a rp e n te r .
No n a i l s  w ere u sed , th e  s t i l e s  and r a i l s  b e in g  m o rtis e d  to g e th e r  and h e ld  w ith  
wedges d r iv e n  home in  th e  te n o n s . S ix  h in g e s  w ere needed , and th e se  w ere made i n  a 
n earb y  b la c k s m ith ’ s shop from  o ld  q u a r te r - in c h  wagon t i r e s .  vThen th e  doo rs were 
com pleted  and hung in  p la c e  i t  was found th a t  th e  o u te r  and up p er c o rn e r  o f  th e  
so u th  d o o r, when swung open, f i t t e d  in to  th e  l i t t l e  b roken  p la c e  in  th e  p l a s t e r  o f 
th e  a rc h  w hich had been  made by th e  o r ig i n a l  d o o r. A f te r  th e  doors were in  p la c e  
th e  b ro k en  p la c e s  in  th e  w a ll around th e  door fram e w ere f i l l e d  in  w ith  m o rta r  and 
th e  do o rs  and fram e s ta in e d  w ith  a  m ix tu re  o f crude o i l  and g a s o lin e  to  ta k e  o f f  th e  
new lo o k .

In  th e  work o f r e s t o r a t i o n  S u p e rin te n d e n t P in k le y  has  had f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s ta n c e  
from  th e  A rizo n a  S ta te  L e g i s la tu r e ,  th e  Chambers o f  Commerce o f  Tucson and N ogales, 
and o th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  I n  i t s  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t io n  th e  m iss io n  i s  e q u a l ly  a s  i n t e r ­
e s t in g  a s  any o f th e  famed C a l i f o r n ia  m is s io n s , and i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  im p o rta n t to  
th e  s tu d e n t  o f th e  e a r ly  h i s to r y  o f th e  S ta te .

The S ta te  highway betw een Tucson and N ogales p a s s e s  th e  m iss io n  and i s  a  good 
au to m o b ile  ro a d . Tucson i s  on th e  m ain l i n e  o f  th e  S o u th ern  P a c i f i c  R a i lro a d  and 
th e  Bankhead and Old S p an ish  T r a i l  h ighw ays. N ogales i s  th e  te rm in u s o f th e  
S ou thern  P a c i f i c ,  T ucson-N ogales b ran ch . There i s  au to  s ta g e  s e rv ic e  betw een Tucson 
and N ogales, and th e  round t r i p  to  th e  monument can be made from e i th e r  c i t y  i n  a 
day. L ouis R. Caywood, th e  c u s to d ia n , r e s id e s  on th e  Monument.
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