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New address? Going green?
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National Park Service Continues

Focus On Civil War To Civil Rights
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National Park Service completed the
150th anniversary of the American
Civil War. The Sesquicentennial
Commemoration included events
both in and outside of park
boundaries, with an emphasis on
developing a shared history that
acknowledged slavery as the war’s
cause and emancipation as its
objective. This emphasis stood in
sharp contrast to the goals of
commemoration during the 100th
anniversary of the Civil War, in
which slavery, African Americans,
and emancipation were often
ignored.

The National Park Service is now
focusing on the 150th anniversary of
the pivotal Reconstruction period
(1865-1877). The Civil War has been
commemorated since the guns fell
silent. Civil War events are well
represented within the National Park
System, and have received immense
scholarly attention. Reconstruction,
however, is not represented at all
within the National Park System, its
events have never been
commemorated, and it has received
far less attention from scholars.
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The National Park Service intends to
change that. In regards to
commemorations, the agency is
partnering with a variety of
individuals and organizations in
Memphis, Tennessee to
commemorate one of the first, most
significant Reconstruction events:
The Memphis Massacre of 1866.
Over three days from May 1st to 3rd,
1866, white mobs, attempting to
maintain white supremacy,
murdered over forty African
Americans, torched every African
American church, and burned all of
the African American schools to the
ground. The event has never been
commemorated until now.

To increase the available literature
on Reconstruction, the National
Park Service recently published a
book on Reconstruction which
includes essays from a variety of
scholarly experts. Additionally, the
National Park Service is completing a
Reconstruction theme study to
recognize possible National Historic
Landmark sites. And finally, the
agency is also working on a report to
identify sites for possible inclusion in
the National Park System.
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Record Visitation At The Park In First Quarter Of 2016

exactly that - no slavery.
Slaveholders, however, refused to
give up their chattel so easily. After
the Constitution was ratified and the
state was admitted to the Union,
they continued to hold their slaves in
bondage using various tactics to
skirt the Constitution. One of those
tactics was to sign slaves to labor
contracts. In California these
contracts were sometimes upheld in
the courts and other times deemed
illegal. Much depended on the
ideological ~sympathies of the
particular judge hearing the case.

After leaving Missouri in 1852,
George Dent lived most of his life in
California. He was elected to the
California State Legislature, serving
in 1859 and 1860 as a Democrat.
Thereafter, he lived much of the time
in the San Francisco Bay area where
he held federal positions. When he
died in 1899, newspapers announced
his passing. By contrast, almost
nothing is known about the life and
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