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PICiUF NUMBER 1 General-ROLFE, LT TO#NSEND, SGT rrniAGEn AND
DRILL SQUAD

wASIER CONTRCOL AT MTC HQ

CUE FROi« N£« YORK

THOMPSON ¢ This is the Mountaih Training Center, far up in the

| Rockies of Colorado astride the Continental Divide.
This is Camp Hale, where rugged peaks and heavy snow
provide the ideal terrain for training another of the
Army's new and special Kind of troopse This is no Lal
Placid, no Sin Valleye.o:.o it's a tough and practical
installation where skis and sleds and waules and tobog-
gans all fit with military tactics. 1In command of the
Mountain Training Center is an officer with the wice
experience in every branch of the service necessary ic
run such a special arm of the ground forces. « . « .

Brigadier General Onslow S. Rolfe:

GEN ROLFE: As the United Nations prepare to move in with increas-
- ing strength on every side of the Axis powsrs, we must
meet ali the exiremes that nature and geography presen
The United States Army is working at every one of
these barriers. + « be it across water, through ihe
air, in the desert or, in our case hers in the Rockies
through the blizzards and over the crags that mountain:

put in our way. Inaddition to the Mountain Training
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(Cont'd) Center here at Camp Hale, we have the pMount-
and Jinter Jarfare soarde. Cur wig..oa 23 (o 1 w2
train the soldier for mountain fighting, first of such
an effort by the War Depariment. e have lezar:ed muc’
from the Alpine fighting in the last war, from our
Soviet allies in this one, and we are learning more
out of our cwn c¢Xperience here. o o adding more
efficiency and new methods to what has gone before in
such combat.

In a world of specialists and a war of speciel-
ists, we are developing our own experts in this line.
ive are meeting the iremendous problems of moving guls
and food and materiel through the toughest of terrain.
. . We have tackled new means of transport, developed
special clothing and foods. « « learned ways of evacua
ing the wounded. . - utilized cnimals as well as molor

and planes for supply. . « We have gathered personnel

particularly sulted Ior this activity. . « you will he

of these things as our broadcast develops thic afternos

So stand by for the ski troopers, the fighting mountai:

e€erse « « men and officers of the Mountain Training

Center;

Snow and more snow is the commodity here at Camp Hale.
(MENTION OF STORHM IF 1T I5 RAGING). 1In this Rocky

Mountain afea, if there's snow to be had, it will fali
around us here. Training up over the steep trails and

through tough and bitter weather puts the men in ideal
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(Contt'd) condition for carrying our infantry wsr into
such places where we might meet the enemy in thie show au
high peaksi Lti Paul Townsend is one of the officers her:
at Camp Hale who is concerned with training.. Mos. ol thr
men who come here are already well grounded in infantry.
but now they add skis and sleds and many other msthods to
their infantry tactigs. Lt. Townsend, what type of men

are you getting for this mountain training?

The best, Qptain. They're smart and rugged and ideal
for the job. Many of them are sent to us through the aif
that the National Ski /ssociation of America is giving
to the War Departiment. ®#e're taking good skiers and
teaching them the tactics of combat; and we're getting

good infantrymen and teaching them how to ski.

What sort of drill do you have, Lieutenant?

CRACK #1 MIi.E TO PICK UP SOUNDS OF DLILL SEZRGEANT AND DRL

: After the men becomé somewhat proficient on ssis, we Teac

them a close order drill adapted for skis. These men out
in front of us here are doing & few righy and left faces
now, («WaIT FOR & FE. COanhDS FiOl SERGEANT - GO ON)
Another order we give is somewhat of a surprise at first
e o.a o ittsmright shoﬁlder skis ", but it's the real
McCoy. Of course, this drill is only the beginning

of all kinds of mountaineering and its applications
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(Conttd) to military tactics. The men must learn to
live and fight in tiie toughest . oo 00 1CiLe o
they must depend on ingenuity and stamina to stay out

perhaps for days in bitter cold, on crggs'or ledges.
hat do they do about the food problem?

Special dehydrated rations are carried by the mountain
troops. They are soups and meats, and beliecve it or

not, water is as precious as on the desert. You don't
have to carry water, but you do have to carry fusl aud

stoves for melting it.

I understand you have a whole battalion of Norwegians

here, Paul?
That's right. « « herets one of them to tell us about i

We are all Norwegians, either from the old country or
the new. We are held together by a love of our countr;
and a desire to drive out the Nazi invaders. We are
. all training to fight together in the #saerican ski tro:
under Anerican officérs, and some day soon, we hope to

be skiing again in the Jotunheimen Mountains back in

our own country.

Thanks a lot, Private Sverre Mgen. Naturaliy, trans-

port over the difficult mountain country is one of the
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(Conttd) big problems here at Camp Hnle, We're ~~i ¢
to switch now to a pass in the mountains where various
means of transportation are near our Army Hour micro-

phonesi Go zheadj Gil Verba.

ITCH TO FOSITION NUMBER ONE: PICKUP NUMBER T#O: REAR OF WTC Eg

(DOGS, JACLASS ARTILLERY, rOTORIZED TOBOGGANS, JEZE)

From this point we are really seeing how the Army nove:

its supplies through the snow. This is a fairly level

.-spot, but further on up, these varied methods of trave.

will encounter tough going. . . steep and élippery and
in some cases, impassable, but the fighting mountain-
eers have many ways of passing the ammunition. Right
in front of us now is our old friend the Jjeep. Last
week on the desert, we did as the desert troopers do ar
called it a peep. But itts Jjeep here, and these tough

little babies have proven themselves over and over in

the mountains. Driver, what's this rivalry you're hav-

ing with the mules?

Well, we're showing the old mules we can Keep up withi
anywhere. Put chains on my jecep and she'li do every-
thing but climb a tree. Gotta go on now. Goodby.

(JEEF DRIVES OFF)

Goodbye, jeepe. Coming our way now is a gun section of

~the pack artillerye. Colonel David Ruffner 1s in charge

. of -all these pack artillery battalions, and he'll point
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(Cont'd) out some of the things t %t 1-2- - ' a1:,

Might as well call it the Jjackass artillery, Mr. Verba.

We all do,

Jackass artillery it is. Just what are these pieces

being carried by the mules?

This particular gun section transports a 75 millimeter
Howitzer, one of the most effective artillery piece:
for mountain warfare. You can see it's broken into six
pieces, and the soldiers that move along with the
animals are the gun crew ready to put the cannon togeth

and let go at any time.

DIERS ARE HOLLZRING MULE TALK AND MAKING SOME SORT OF A STIR
HE ANIMALS)

Is this jargon some sort of a muleskinners double~talk,

Colonel???

Yes, the men have a special way of cajoling the animals
Sometimes it gets a little salty; you Know how siuoborn
mountain delivery wagons can be. But most of our move-
ments and manoeuvers are carried out with considerable
more silence than you hear now. A great deal of the

value of mountain troops is in their stealthe.
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BA: That Jjeep driver was pretty sure of his vehiclz, Colo

Can they stick it out with the mules??

FNER: Not altogether. The jecps are remarkably effective in
average terrain, but in rugged terrain without roads,

they just can't navigate the way our jackasses can.

G DRIVER YELLS ‘AT DOGS; DOGS BARK)

iBA: I see our mountain parade is bringing us a dog team next
This is the regular dog drawn sled we used to see in
those Alaska thriller movies, and the musher who drives
them has his own language too. Vhat sort of ground do

these Huskies work best on, Colonel?

NER: They're pretity much for flat terrain. They're fast and
rcliable, but when it comes to steeper climbs. . . well,

you have to fall back on our good o0lde o

A I know. Jackasses. Coming along now at a fast clip are
three of the motirized tcboggans the Amy has developed.
They're sort of a Rocky kountain aquaplane, with speed

and climbing power and remarkable manouverability.

ORIZED JOBOGGANS CIRCLE AROUND MIKE POSITION WHILE FPICLUP
§°ER T/0O FINISHES)

NER: iell, you can have your motors. I'm getting on up the

trail with my jackass artillery.
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Thanks very much, lonel Ruffner, V¢ switcl, ol Yook

to Captain Thompson at master control.

CH TO MASTER CONTROL
UF NUmBZR THREE MAJ. ROEBLING, COL. TiLLOTSON, LT. JAY

PSON: Back wherec it's a little warmer now, and at our micro-
phone is Major F. W/. Rebling of the Engineer Board
whose Jjob it is to develop engineering devices and methc
to be applied to the mountain training here at Camp Halc

Major, whalt are some of the things you are working on?

ING: Jell, as we Just heard a minute ago, transportation is
difficult and important, We are developing aerial iram-
ways and cableways to aid in the moving of supplies. + .
ammunition, food, and guns. « « as well as hélping in
the evacuation of the wounded. Litters lowered by ropec
and tramways, as well as on specizl sleds and tobozgans,

mean lives saved,

g.PSON: Do you do much work in roadbuildihg and bridgebuilding,

Major?

ING: Yes we do. Suspension bridges put up by mountain engin-
eers serve the same purpose as all bridges, and we have
small bulldozers and trail-tractors to make roadways

for mountain troops. Another concern we have is for
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(Cont'd) the compactness and portability of =11 equi,-

ment .
How about camouflage?? '

We've done a lot of research on the special problems of
camouflage way up in the high areas. Of course, white
is our biggest ally, and by using it for everything we
can, our troops can sometimes move quietly and unseen
for surprise attacks. Difficulties arise, however, in
covering rear echelons and supply cdumps, as well 25
covering up the tracks made in the snow by advancing .

units.

This is probably too ecasy, but what happens when troop:

move onto rocks or other terrain that isn'i snowy?

That's where the reversible ski parka comes in, znd
this is where Colonel Tillotson comes in. He's one of

our experts on clothing and equipment, Colonel:

Yes, Major Roebling, the reversible parka is one step i
turning a ski trooper white. He also pulls on cotton

white pants and white mitiens. Then he covers his ruck
sack with é special white clothe ‘Those are many of the
articles of clothing exclusive to our fighting mountai:
eers. FPEach soldier gets about 750 worth of equipment

not counting his side arms. He gets a warm alpaca
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(Cont'd) artillery to precipitate avalanches is anothel
method. Then, we 2alcc, « « o LOOK, up'the slopc there.

The ski fighters are coming down now.

Yes. o o a minute ago they were tiny specks u, on the
white horizon. 4+ith incrediblc speed 2i:d nimble move-
ment they are coming at us now. « + not very much noise,
but when they swoop by our spot here you'll hear the gri
of snow on their skise. « « and we'll sce them swerve
down past us into place and take positidns for firing.
One of the most nimble tricks is a quick Christiana tur:
which stops the ski trooper short. It . throws up a clow
of snow which covers him from the sight of the enemyi

i By the time the snow falls,; he is prone on the ground,
skis still on but crossed behind him, and gun blazing
awaye. lhése troopers have opened up now with their
rifles and light machine guns which they carried down
‘the long mile slope up behind us. PAUSE FCR RIFLE FIR:
10 ECIABLISH). Yes, more and more of these flashing
mountaineers are going by us, giving us a2 real taste of
this brilliant type of warfare. « o surprise, spesd and
a magnificent example of what's to cdme when our men ta.
ftﬁe sting of their fight to the enemy. e switch you nc¢

‘back to Master Control a2t Camp Hale,

‘CAMP HALE

ER FIVE GEN. ROLFE, CAPT. THCMPSON
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This is General Rolfe zgzine Tt hnosnt't been too easy
to bring you a sound picture of "the re-1l strength of &
mountain troopers. « « t0oo much ¢f it is noiseless,
But it's nonc the less effective. Je've got the best
men. « o« the best eguipment. « « and . here in the
Rockies, the best possible countryside. Femember, ths
fighting mountainecr has a double cnemy. « o the Axis
powers and the elements. He has to fight for his
existence as wéll as against the fascists. But he's
going to do it. . o whether it's against the Nazis irn
Europe or whether it's against the Japs in Asia. +

he's going to carry out our motto: “Je conquer mounta.

and ment"

Many thanks, Genesral Rolfe. This is Captain Joseph

Thompson returning you to the Army Hour in New York.

NE." YORK




