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NOTE 

In less than a year, the two outstanding reports on Tijeras Pueblo 

have gone out of print. Since demand for these publications con­

tinue, we are having them reprinted under single cover. The Forest 

Service is most pleased with the continuing cooperation of Drs. 

Judge and Cordell and with the high quality of archeology being accom­

plished on the Tijeras Pueblo site. It is also gratifying that the 

professional response to these publications has been highly compli­

mentary. We trust that other archeologists working on National 

Forest lands in the Southwestern Region will make similar quality 

reports available so that the Forest Service can continue to ful­

fill its obligations in this important phase of the management of 

our cultural resources. 

Dee F. Green 
Regional Archeologist 
Southwestern Region 
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INTRODUCTION 

Ti je ras Pueblo (LA-581) is located approximately 15 mi les eas t 
of Albuquerque, New Mexico, on the grounds of the Sandia Ranger 
Station, Cibola National F o r e s t . Specifically, the main par t of 
the si te l ies some 300 feet north of the nor theas t corner of the 
admin is t ra t ive building of the Ranger Station, and is located on 
p roper ty acquired by the F o r e s t Service from the YWCA summer 
camp, d i rec t ly to the eas t . 

T i je ras Pueblo is a Pueblo-IV site which consis ts of a centra l 
s t ruc tu re of approximate ly 120 to 130 rooms and 10 to 12 outlying 
s t ruc tu re s varying from 5 to 15 rooms each, located within severa l 
hundred feet of the main s i te . T r e e - r i n g evidence indicates that 
it was occupied p r imar i ly from the end of the 13th century to the 
end of the 14th century, or roughly 100 y e a r s . 

The Pueblo-IV, or Class ic Pueblo, period culminates some 11,000 
y e a r s of p reh i s to r i c occupation of the cent ra l Rio Grande Valley. 
The a r e a was occupied by Paleoindian hunting groups from Clovis 
to Cody t imes (11,000-7,000 BP) . Judge (1973) has summar ized 
the subsis tence and set t lement pa t te rns of these groups . The 
Archa ic occupation, lasting from 5000 BC to approximately 500 AD, 
has been summar ized mos t recent ly by I rwin-Wil l iams (1973). 
During mos t of this t i m e , the a r e a was charac te r i zed by hun te r / 
g a t h e r e r s , although toward the end of the per iod, hor t icu l ture 
had been introduced (Reinhart 1967, 1968); and about 400 to 600 AD, 
the population became fully sedentary . 

Following the a t ta inment of sedent i sm, the preh is tory of the Rio 
Grande Valley has been subdivided into severa l per iods which 
cor respond with Anasazi p reh i s to ry e l sewhere in the Southwest; 
and these have been mos t thoroughly summar ized by Wendorf 
(1954) and Wendorf and Reed (1955). The f i rs t period (Rio Grande 
Developmental Period) lasted from ca. 60.0 to 1200 AD and con­
s is ts of si te types analogous to the BM-III, P - I , P-II p rogress ion 
found in the Class ic Anasazi a r e a in the genera l Four Corners 
region. Small pithouse si tes a r e known from the ear ly par t of the 
per iod, followed by 10 to 12-room surface un i t s , and progress ing 
to l a r g e r s i tes of 100+ rooms toward the end of the period. One 
site f rom this period (LA-586, T i je ras Canyon site) l ies about 
3/4 mi le north of T i je ras Pueblo (LA-581) and was excavated by 
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the U n i v e r s i t y of New M e x i c o F i e l d School in the s a m e y e a r (1948) 
t h a t T i j e r a s P u e b l o w a s f i r s t e x c a v a t e d . L A - 5 8 6 c o n s i s t e d of a 
Z0- to 2 5 - r o o m , l a t e D e v e l o p m e n t a l (poss ib ly Coal i t ion) p e r i o d uni t 
wh ich s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y o v e r l a y two p i t h o u s e s of e a r l y D e v e l o p m e n t a l 
t i m e s (Wendorf n. d. ). It i s m e n t i o n e d h e r e b e c a u s e , by v i r t u e of 
the l o c a t i o n , n u m b e r , and n a m e , i t i s s o m e t i m e s confused wi th 
L A - 5 8 1 , the sub j ec t of t h i s r e p o r t . The p r e d o m i n a n t c e r a m i c 
type of t h i s p e r i o d in the c e n t r a l Rio G r a n d e a r e a w a s K w a h e ' s 
B /W (Mera 1935:5), a m i n e r a l pa in t type which h a s b e e n t e r m e d 
a " c o g n a t e " of c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s Chaco t y p e s f u r t h e r w e s t (Wendorf 
and Reed 1954:141). 

The nex t p e r i o d h a s b e e n t e r m e d the Rio G r a n d e Coa l i t ion P e r i o d 
(ca. 1200-1325 AD) and i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by an i n i t i a l shift to the 
u s e of o r g a n i c pa in t i n s t e a d of m i n e r a l p a i n t s on the c e r a m i c s 
(i. e. , the a p p e a r a n c e of Santa F e B/W) a n d , s l i gh t l y l a t e r , by an 
i n c r e a s e in popu la t i on in the Rio G r a n d e Va l l ey (Wendorf and 
Reed 1954:145). A n u m b e r of l a r g e Coa l i t i on P e r i o d s i t e s have 
b e e n e x c a v a t e d t h r o u g h o u t the Rio G r a n d e a r e a . In g e n e r a l , the 
i n c r e a s e in s i t e f r e q u e n c y , a s w e l l a s the i n t r o d u c t i o n of a n o t h e r 
c e r a m i c type (Ga l i s t eo B/W) t o w a r d the end of the p e r i o d , h a s 
led to the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n tha t the Rio G r a n d e u n d e r w e n t s t r ong 
in f luence f r o m the M e s a V e r d e a r e a , p o s s i b l y in the f o r m of 
a c t u a l m o v e m e n t s of p e o p l e , a t t h i s t i m e . It w a s d e t e r m i n e d in 
the 1973 e x c a v a t i o n s a t T i j e r a s P u e b l o t h a t i t s l o w e r l e v e l s 
r e p r e s e n t t h e Coa l i t i on P e r i o d . 

The fol lowing p e r i o d , t e r m e d the Rio G r a n d e C l a s s i c P e r i o d 
(ca. 1325-1600 A D ) , i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by the a b r u p t i n t r o d u c t i o n 
of r e d - s l i p p e d , g l aze d e c o r a t e d c e r a m i c s in the Rio G r a n d e a r e a . 
Some (Shepard 1942, Reed 1949) fee l t ha t t h i s r e p r e s e n t s an a c t u a l 
m o v e m e n t of peop le in f r o m the Zuni a r e a to the w e s t w h e r e g l aze 
d e c o r a t e d p o t t e r y had b e c o m e c o m m o n by t h i s t i m e . At any r a t e , 
t he d e v e l o p m e n t of the Rio G r a n d e g l a z e s e q u e n c e i s a c c u r a t e l y 
known ( M e r a 1933), b a s e d on v a r i a t i o n s in p o l y c h r o m e pa in t 
s t y l e s and v e s s e l r i m s h a p e s . It w a s d u r i n g the C l a s s i c P e r i o d 
tha t t he R io G r a n d e a r e a e x p e r i e n c e d i t s l a r g e s t popu la t ion , a s 
w e l l a s i t s own c u l t u r a l f l o r e s c e n c e . P e r h a p s m o s t of the 
e x c a v a t e d s i t e s in the a r e a a r e C l a s s i c P e r i o d s i t e s , inc luding 
t h o s e w h i c h h a v e b e e n s t a b i l i z e d for pub l i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n (e. g. , 
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K u a u a , T y u o n y i , T s a n k a w i , and P e c o s , to n a m e a few); and t h e s e 
h a v e b e e n l i s t e d in Wendorf and Reed (1954:149 F n . 3). T i j e r a s 
P u e b l o b r i d g e s the gap b e t w e e n the Coa l i t i on and C l a s s i c P e r i o d s , 
a s d o e s one o t h e r s i t e p r e s e n t l y u n d e r e x c a v a t i o n - - A r r o y o H o n t o - -
s e v e r a l m i l e s s o u t h e a s t of Santa F e . 

The f inal p e r i o d in the Rio G r a n d e c u l t u r a l s e q u e n c e i s t ha t t e r m e d 
the H i s t o r i c P e r i o d , wh ich beg ins wi th the o c c u r r e n c e of the f i r s t 
S p a n i s h s e t t l e m e n t in 1598, and con t inues un t i l the p r e s e n t . The 
g e n e r a l a r e a in w h i c h T i j e r a s P u e b l o i s l o c a t e d h a s a n u m b e r of 
e a r l y H i s t o r i c P e r i o d s i t e s , t he m o s t p r o m i n e n t of wh ich i s t ha t 
of P a a k o ( L a m b e r t 1954). E v i d e n c e a t T i j e r a s P u e b l o i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t the s i t e i t s e l f w a s abandoned p e r m a n e n t l y p r i o r to the H i s t o r i c 
P e r i o d , bu t t h e r e a r e r e m n a n t s of s e v e r a l h i s t o r i c (Spanish colonial ) 
s t r u c t u r e s i m m e d i a t e l y to the e a s t of the s i t e a r e a on YWCA 
p r o p e r t y . 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of L A - 5 8 1 , t hen , l i e s f i r s t in the fac t t h a t i t w a s 
occup ied d u r i n g a p e r i o d of known c u l t u r a l change in the Rio G r a n d e 
V a l l e y , and thus i s of i n t e r e s t to a r c h e o l o g i s t s who w i s h to e x a m i n e 
c u l t u r a l p r o c e s s . It m a y w e l l be tha t T i j e r a s P u e b l o r e p r e s e n t s 
t h e e a r l i e s t known s i t e a t wh ich the l o c a l Rio G r a n d e g l aze w a r e s 
w e r e p r o d u c e d and , f u r t h e r , t h a t the change f r o m the Coa l i t i on 
P e r i o d to the G laze A (C la s s i c ) P e r i o d took p l ace dur ing the con­
t i nuous occupa t i on of the s i t e and can t h u s be s tud ied both s t r a t i -
g r a p h i c a l l y and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y . 

T i j e r a s P u e b l o i s s ign i f i can t a l s o when v iewed wi th r e s p e c t to i t s 
p h y s i c a l l o c a t i o n . It i s l o c a t e d in one of t h e m a j o r canyon p a s s e s 
t h r o u g h the S a n d i a / M a n z a n o r a n g e a n d , t h u s , w a s a c c e s s i b l e 
equa l ly f r o m the E s t a n c i a B a s i n and the Rio G r a n d e Va l l ey . 
F u r t h e r , a l t hough i t l i e s in the Uppe r S o n o r a n v e g e t a t i v e z o n e , 
i t i s l o c a t e d in an a r e a of r e l a t i v e l y p r o n o u n c e d t o p o g r a p h i c a l 
r e l i e f a t t he b a s e of the e a s t e r n s lope of the Sandia r a n g e . It i s , 
t h e r e f o r e , a l m o s t con t iguous wi th the l o w e r p a r t of the T r a n s i t i o n 
v e g e t a t i v e z o n e , and only a few m i l e s f r o m the C a n a d i a n - H u d s o n i a n 
zone on the e a s t s ide of the r a n g e . T h i s a c c e s s i b i l i t y to a wide 
r a n g e of wi ld p lan t and a n i m a l r e s o u r c e s , a s w e l l a s the p r o x i m i t y 
to a r e l a t i v e l y b r o a d a l l u v i a l p la in in the b o t t o m of T i j e r a s Canyon , 
would f a c i l i t a t e h o r t i c u l t u r e , m a k e the s i t e s ign i f i can t for t h o s e 
i n t e r e s t e d in the e x a m i n a t i o n of p r e h i s t o r i c r e s o u r c e u t i l i z a t i o n 
and t h e effect of r e s o u r c e a v a i l a b i l i t y on h u m a n popu la t ion d y n a m i c s . 
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F i n a l l y , the s i t e i s s ign i f i can t in t h a t a c c e s s to i t h a s been con­
t r o l l e d in the p a s t by both p r i v a t e and F e d e r a l l a n d h o l d e r s ; t h u s , 
i t s d i s t u r b a n c e by p o t h u n t e r s h a s b e e n m i n i m a l . F o r t h i s r e a s o n , 
a s we l l a s i t s p r o x i m i t y to A l b u q u e r q u e , it o f fers an e x c e l l e n t 
p o t e n t i a l t r a i n i n g s i t u a t i o n for a r c h e o l o g i c a l f ield school s t u d e n t s . 
T h i s f ac t , in i t se l f , i s s ign i f i can t s i nce not a l l t y p e s of a r c h e o l o ­
g i c a l s i t e s can o r should be e x c a v a t e d by field s c h o o l s . The 
t r a i n i n g of s t u d e n t s should be p e r m i t t e d only w h e r e the r e c o v e r y 
of da ta can be u n d e r t a k e n wi th in the f r a m e w o r k of a mean ing fu l 
r e s e a r c h d e s i g n , w h e r e the a c t u a l p r o c e s s of e x c a v a t i o n can be 
ca r e fu l l y c o n t r o l l e d , and w h e r e the m a t e r i a l r e c o v e r e d can be 
a d e q u a t e l y a n a l y z e d and r e p o r t e d upon wi th in a r e a s o n a b l e p e r i o d 
of t i m e . It i s m y fee l ing t h a t the e x c a v a t i o n of T i j e r a s P u e b l o 
can be u n d e r t a k e n p r i m a r i l y a s a p r o f e s s i o n a l r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t 
and s e c o n d a r i l y a s a field t r a i n i n g s i t u a t i o n , t h u s sa t i s fy ing the 
r e q u i s i t e s of a "f ie ld school s i t e . " 

The p r e s e n t e x c a v a t i o n of T i j e r a s Pueb lo (LA-581) w a s begun in 
1971 u n d e r the j u r i s d i c t i o n of a F e d e r a l A n t i q u i t i e s P e r m i t 
g r a n t e d to the U n i v e r s i t y of New M e x i c o by the United S t a t e s 
F o r e s t S e r v i c e on May 17, 1971. T h i s p e r m i t e x p i r e s on May 31, 
1974. The e x c a v a t i o n of the s i t e i s by no m e a n s c o m p l e t e a t 
t h i s t i m e , and the p u r p o s e of t h i s p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t i s to 
p r e s e n t a s u m m a r y of the w o r k done and m a t e r i a l r e c o v e r e d to 
da t e in o r d e r to p r o v i d e t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e i n f o r m a t i o n n e c e s ­
s a r y to c o n s i d e r our r e q u e s t for r e n e w a l of the a n t i q u i t i e s p e r m i t 
for two m o r e y e a r s . 

II . E X C A V A T I O N A E HISTORY OF T I J E R A S P U E B L O 

No s y s t e m a t i c , i n t e n s i v e a r c h e o l o g i c a l s u r v e y of T i j e r a s Canyon 
h a s ye t b e e n c a r r i e d out . A p r o p o s a l for such a s u r v e y w a s d r a w n 
up in 1973 by the a u t h o r (UNM P r o p o s a l 101-54' and s u b m i t t e d to 
the S ta t e P l a n n i n g Office in an a t t e m p t to ob ta in F e d e r a l m a t c h i n g 
funds f r o m the N a t i o n a l P a r k S e r v i c e I n t e r a g e n c y Sa lvage P r o g r a m 
to c a r r y out the r e q u i s i t e s of the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n 
A c t and E x e c u t i v e O r d e r 115 93. T h e s e funds did not m a t e r i a l i z e , 
and the s u r v e y w a s not c a r r i e d out . A n o t h e r s u r v e y , on a m u c h 
m o r e l i m i t e d s c a l e , i s p lanned for the coming s u m m e r (1974 s e a s o n ) 
u t i l i z i ng f ield schoo l s t u d e n t s . E x t e n s i v e p r e p a r a t i o n s have a l r e a d y 
b e e n m a d e by con tac t ing w e l l o v e r 300 l a n d o w n e r s in the g e n e r a l 
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r e g i o n of T i j e r a s P u e b l o in o r d e r to ob ta in p e r m i s s i o n to s u r v e y 
t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s . T h i s s u r v e y wi l l c o m p l e m e n t a s u r v e y c a r r i e d 
out in E m b u d o Canyon , to the n o r t h w e s t of T i j e r a s , by Bi l l 
F a w c e t t in 1973 ( F a w c e t t 1974). 

A l though no i n t e n s i v e s u r v e y h a s b e e n u n d e r t a k e n , the a r c h e o l o g y 
of T i j e r a s Canyon h a s b e e n known i n f o r m a l l y for m a n y y e a r s . 
H. P . M e r a v i s i t e d L A - 5 8 1 , c o l l e c t e d c e r a m i c s , and d r e w a s k e t c h 
m a p of i t in the e a r l y 1930 ' s . A r e d r a w n v e r s i o n of th i s o r i g i n a l 
m a p , wi th the m a i n s i t e l a b e l e d " A " and the out ly ing s t r u c t u r e s 
l a b e l e d " B " t h r o u g h " M , " i s i nc luded h e r e a s F i g u r e 1. ( R e f e r e n c e 
wi l l be m a d e to t h i s m a p u s ing t h e s e r o o m b lock d e s i g n a t i o n s in 
d e s c r i b i n g the e x c a v a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s a t t he s i t e p r i o r to 1971. ) 
M e r a f u r t h e r m e n t i o n e d the s i t e in h i s 1940 s u m m a r y of Rio G r a n d e 
p r e h i s t o r y , w h e r e he inc luded i t in the T a n o - T o w a Div i s ion ( M e r a 
1940:30). At t h a t t i m e , he noted tha t the G l a z e A f o r m s w e r e 
d o m i n a n t a t t he s i t e . 

T i j e r a s P u e b l o w a s v i s i t e d in 1931 and 1933 by W. S. S t a l l i n g s , who 
c o l l e c t e d t r e e - r i n g s a m p l e s for t h e L a b o r a t o r y of A n t h r o p o l o g y in 
San ta F e . A c o m p i l a t i o n of a l l the d a t e s co l l e c t ed h a s b e e n pub l i shed 
r e c e n t l y by the L a b o r a t o r y of T r e e - R i n g R e s e a r c h (Robinson , e t a l . , 
1972:31-32) . Unfo r tuna t e ly , no m a p i s a v a i l a b l e i nd ica t ing w h e r e 
the s a m p l e s w e r e t a k e n f r o m . R e f e r e n c e i s m a d e to r o o m s in 
" B l d g . 1" wh ich p r e s u m a b l y would r e f e r to the m a i n m o u n d , o r 
" B l o c k A" on M e r a ' s m a p ( F i g u r e 1). It i s i n t e r e s t i n g tha t of the 
27 d a t e s , 16 a r e cut t ing d a t e s and yield an a v e r a g e of AD 1386. 
A l s o i n t e r e s t i n g i s the fac t t h a t of the 16 d a t e s , s ix w e r e cut in 
1387, and a n o t h e r s e v e n w e r e cut in 1393. F o u r t e e n of the 16 w e r e 
cut b e t w e e n 1387 and 1393. T h i s , t a k e n wi th the t r e e - r i n g d a t e s we 
h a v e f r o m r e c e n t e x c a v a t i o n s ( see Sec t ion V b e l o w ) , m a y w e l l 
i n d i c a t e a p e r i o d of c o n s t r u c t i o n ca . 1390 AD. 

O t h e r s u r v e y s h a v e b e e n conduc ted both f o r m a l l y and i n f o r m a l l y 
in T i j e r a s Canyon t h r o u g h the y e a r s s i n c e the a r e a w a s v i s i t e d 
by S t a l l i n g s and M e r a . The L a b o r a t o r y of A n t h r o p o l o g y h a s con ­
duc ted f o r m a l s u r v e y s in spec i f i c a r e a s in connec t ion wi th g r a n t i n g 
a r c h e o l o g i c a l c l e a r a n c e for S ta te h ighway p r o j e c t s . The m o s t 
r e c e n t of t h e s e invo lved a s u r v e y by D. H. Snow (1972) for the 
p r o p o s e d i n t e r s t a t e h ighway t h r o u g h the canyon . A t o t a l of five 
s i t e s w e r e found wi th in the r i g h t - o f - w a y for t h i s p r o j e c t . 
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According to existing r e c o r d s , formal excavation began at Ti je ras 
Pueblo in 1948 and continued intermit tent ly until 1971, at which t ime 
the presen t excavation was init iated. A summary of these excava­
tions is presented below. 

A. 1948 Excavation 

According to Wendorf (n.d. ), the Universi ty of New Mexico 
Field Session in 1948 selected two si tes in Ti je ras Canyon to 
excavate . One was LA-586 (Tijeras Canyon s i te) , which was 
undertaken by F r e d Wendorf; and the other was LA-581 (Cedro 
Canyon s i te- -now known as Ti je ras Pueblo), which was under ­
taken by Stanley Stubbs. An init ial repor t on LA-586 was 
wr i t ten by Wendorf (n. d. ), but no such information is available 
for the 1948 season at LA-581. A total of 26 student notebooks 
from the excavation is now in the possess ion of the UNM Field 
School, but the site map has evidently been misplaced . This 
is unfortunate since al l of the notebooks refer to rooms as 
numbered on the site map. M e r a ' s original room block 
designations a r e used, however , so some information may be 
obtainable through the i r study. The ar t i facts recovered from 
that excavation a r e presumably in s torage at the Museum of 
New Mexico; but again, in the absence of a map to de te rmine 
accura t e provenience, the ar t i fac ts a r e of only l imited value. 
The analys is and publication of this ma te r i a l was interrupted 
by Stubb's untimely death in 1959. Hopefully, the map was not 
lost but simply mis la id . Wendorf (personal communication 
1972) has no knowledge of it. Di t ter t (personal communication 
1971) suggested that it might be found in Paul R e i t e r ' s personal 
f i les . To date , however , we have been unable to locate this 
c ruc ia l source of information. 

According to the notebooks from the 1948 sess ion at Ti je ras 
Pueblo, a total of 22 rooms were dug, nine of which were 
located in the main mound (Block A). In addition, four 
t r enches were dug and one pithouse, the la t te r being also 
located in Block A. At the moment , we a r e unable to de t e r ­
mine how these rooms and the pithouse correspond to those 
which we have numbered on the 1971-1973 site map (Figure 2); 
but, as can be seen on our map , the cent ra l section of the 
north t i e r of rooms manifests extensive dis turbance and may 
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well be the locus of 1948 ac t iv i t ies . Other a r e a s dug in 1948, 
according to the notebooks, included two rooms and a t rench 
in Block B, seven rooms in Block C, one room and one t rench 
in Block D, and three rooms in Block E. Backdir t from these 
excavations is evident at the site today, but no at tempt has 
been made to re tu rn to these specific a r e a s . 

Reconstruct ion of the excavation on the basis of the notebooks 
alone is ex t remely difficult due to the var ied nature of 
report ing and the lack of an overal l map of room location. 
It is evident, however , that most of the rooms encountered 
had walls of masonry construction visible at or near the su r ­
face. F i r s t floor levels were ex t remely shallow, many from 
4 to 8 inches in depth. Some were not found at a l l , suggesting 
that , in those c a s e s , the f i rs t floor level had eroded away 
completely by the t ime the excavation was init iated. There 
were many ins tances of adobe walls found underlying the 
masonry wal l s , and floors corresponding to these walls at 
depths of 15 to 30 inches . Some excavations were continued 
deep into a few of the r o o m s . Cross-cu t t ing adobe walls were 
encountered much deeper , and some testing went as deep as 
100 to 130 inches before final floors were encountered. An 
example is that of room "22" (Notebook 1948-5) in which it is 
apparent that the f i rs t floor was probably eroded away pr ior 
to excavation. The second and third floors were found at 
12 and 17 inches , respect ively; and the fourth floor encountered 
at 100 inches . Thus, these data, to the extent that they can be 
recons t ruc ted , tend to correspond to the evidence we have 
found in recen t work at the s i te , especial ly that encountered 
in the 1973 sess ion (see section V below). 

Based on this p re l iminary examination of the notebooks, I 
would suggest that the 1948 excavation in Block A was con­
fined to the highest portion of the mound and that it continued 
eas tward along the main ridge of the mound to that a rea which 
our work has determined was most ser ious ly dis turbed. In 
genera l , highest floors were shallow, if not a l ready eroded, 
and were assoc ia ted with masonry wal l s . These walls 
t e rmina ted slightly below the floor levels (see discuss ion of 
"footings" in section V below), frequently being built on p r e ­
viously existing adobe wa l l s . F loo r s for the adobe walls were 

- 8 -



general ly found within the f i rs t t h ree feet of fill. Below th is , 
floors were frequently very deep, and adobe walls at t imes 
c r o s s - c u t below the higher leve ls . 

Excavations in 1948 evidently were conducted from June 15 to 
July 23. Students were given the opportunity to work both at 
LA-581 (designated as a "C" with a c i rc le around it in the 
notebooks) and at LA-586 (designated as a "V" with a "G" 
inside i t - - s tanding for "Vulture Gulch"), which makes the 
notebooks even more difficult to in te rpre t . For those wishing 
to a t tempt this task in the future, I suggest start ing with note­
book 1948-20, which has a sketch map of the general site a r e a 
along with photographs in the f i rs t few pages . The location 
of rooms 1-4 is sketched, but that of rooms 21-25 is not. 

B. 1968 Excavation 

In 1968, salvage excavations were undertaken at LA-581 by 
Stewart Peckham of the Museum of New Mexico. At this 
t ime , Mound H on M e r a ' s original map was excavated com­
pletely in that the F o r e s t Service planned to put a warehouse 
the re (this warehouse has since been constructed) . All of the 
m a t e r i a l recovered is stored at the Museum of New Mexico, 
and the r eco rds a r e on file at the Labora tory of Anthropology 
t h e r e . There is no final r epor t on the excavation at this t ime , 
and the ce ramics have been only par t ia l ly analyzed. Peckham 
(personal communicat ion 1971) indicated that a total of 14v 
rooms were dug, two of which were rec tangular room kivas 
built at ground level . A t racing of the original site map has 
been made and is on file at the University of New Mexico. 
The original map is on file at the Museum of New Mexico. 
Peckham notes that the predominant c e r a m i c s at the site 
were Glaze A Red and Galisteo B/W, and that he could de t e r ­
mine no s t ra t ig raphic separat ion between them. No ce ramic 
percentages a r e available at this t ime . The site map indicates 
the room construct ion to be a combination of masonry and 
adobe and that the rooms w e r e , in genera l , ve ry shallow. 

On the bas i s of these data , I would suggest that Block H, lying 
some 300 feet due west of the main site (Block A), compr i ses 
a smal l outlying room block associa ted with the la tes t occupation 
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of the s i t e (i. e . , t he " m a s o n r y " o c c u p a t i o n a s i t i s t e r m e d 
be low) . It w a s p r o b a b l y c o n s t r u c t e d a s a s ing le uni t and w a s 
occup ied for a r e l a t i v e l y s h o r t p e r i o d of t i m e . The i m p l i c a ­
t i ons of c o n s i d e r i n g th i s out lying uni t a s a s i ng l e s o c i a l un i t 
( p e r h a p s a clan) a s s o c i a t e d wi th the l a t e s t o c c u p a t i o n of the 
m a i n s i t e a r e e x t r e m e l y i n t e r e s t i n g , and f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h on 
m a t e r i a l r e c o v e r e d f r o m t h i s s i t e w i l l be r e c o m m e n d e d in 
the c o n c l u s i o n s of t h i s r e p o r t . 

A l though not a s s o c i a t e d wi th P e c k h a m ' s e x c a v a t i o n , a b u r i a l 
wh ich had begun e r o d i n g out of B lock A w a s r e m o v e d in the 
s p r i n g of 1968 by M r . P e t e r E i d e n b a c h , a g r a d u a t e s tuden t 
a t t he U n i v e r s i t y of New M e x i c o . T h i s b u r i a l w a s t u r n e d o v e r 
to the D e p a r t m e n t of A n t h r o p o l o g y w h e r e it i s now s t o r e d . An 
a n a l y s i s of the s k e l e t a l r e m a i n s and a p a t h o l o g i c a l r e p o r t w e r e 
s u b m i t t e d to the New M e x i c o S ta te P o l i c e by M r . E i d e n b a c h on 
May 14, 1968. A copy w a s r e t a i n e d in the F i e l d School f i l e s . 

C. 1969 E x c a v a t i o n s 

In 1969, Block M on M e r a ' s o r i g i n a l m a p w a s e x t e n s i v e l y 
t r e n c h e d by D. H. Snow of the Museum, of New M e x i c o , in t ha t 
the a r e a w a s l o c a t e d in the r i g h t - o f - w a y of road c o n s t r u c t i o n 
p r o p o s e d by t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e . R e c o r d s of t h i s t r e n c h i n g a r e 
on file a t t he L a b o r a t o r y of A n t h r o p o l o g y in San ta F e , but have 
not yet b e e n e x a m i n e d by the a u t h o r . The p r o p o s e d road 
c o n s t r u c t i o n w a s a l t e r e d to avoid the s i t e a r e a . 

D. 1971 E x c a v a t i o n s 

In 1971, w h e n the a i i thor b e c a m e d i r e c t o r of the UNM a r c h e o l o -
g i c a l f ie ld s c h o o l , i t w a s dec ided to i n i t i a t e e x c a v a t i o n s a t 
L A - 5 8 1 once a g a i n . T h i s d e c i s i o n w a s m a d e fol lowing c o n s u l t a ­
t ion w i th M r . C a r l J o h n s o n , t h e n F o r e s t S e r v i c e A r c h e o l o g i s t , 
and M r . S t e w a r t P e c k h a m of t h e M u s e u m of New M e x i c o . Both 
of t h e s e g e n t l e m e n v e r y g e n e r o u s l y t u r n e d o v e r a l l of the 
i n f o r m a t i o n on the s i t e in t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n a t t he t i m e . The 
r e s e a r c h d e s i g n and field and a n a l y t i c m e t h o d o l o g y e m p l o y e d 
by the UNM F i e l d School u n d e r m y d i r e c t i o n a r e d i s c u s s e d in 
d e t a i l b e l o w , beg inn ing wi th s e c t i o n IV. In t h i s s e c t i o n , I 
w i l l s i m p l y p r e s e n t a b r i e f s u m m a r y of the f ield w o r k for e a c h 
of the t h r e e s e a s o n s . 
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The 1971 s e a s o n c o n s i s t e d of a 6 - w e e k pe r iod f r o m J u n e 12 to 
Ju ly 2 3 . Under the g e n e r a l d i r e c t i o n of the a u t h o r , a field 
c r e w of 30 s t u d e n t s and a staff of five g r a d u a t e s t uden t s u n d e r ­
took the e x c a v a t i o n s . M r . F r a n k B r o i l o a c t e d a s field s u p e r ­
v i s o r and w a s a s s i s t e d by t h r e e g r a d u a t e t e a c h i n g a s s i s t a n t s , 
J o h n B r o s t e r , Ann L o o s e , and Mol l i e S t r e u v e r . R i c h a r d L o o s e 
a c t e d a s a n u n s a l a r i e d p h o t o g r a p h e r . P r i o r to the i n i t i a t i on 
of the field w o r k , a c e n t r a l d a t u m point and a b a s i c g r i d 
s y s t e m (10-foot s q u a r e s ) w e r e s e t up by the a u t h o r and s e v e r a l 
s t u d e n t s wi th the u s e of a t r a n s i t . E x t e n s i v e , c o n t r o l l e d s u r ­
face c o l l e c t i o n w a s u n d e r t a k e n by the field c r e w d u r i n g the 
f i r s t few days of the s e s s i o n . T h i s w a s fol lowed by e x c a v a t i o n 
in four s e p a r a t e a r e a s of the s i t e . T h r e e of t h e s e a r e a s w e r e 
in B lock A of M e r a ' s o r i g i n a l m a p ( i . e . , the m a i n r o o m block1 ' , 
and the fou r th w a s in M e r a ' s B lock K, wh ich w a s dug in i t s 
e n t i r e t y . 

E x c a v a t i o n s du r ing t h i s s e a s o n w e r e l a r g e l y e x p l o r a t o r y in 
n a t u r e , t h e i r p u r p o s e be ing to i n i t i a l l y def ine the b a s i c p a r a ­
m e t e r s of the o c c u p a t i o n . E x c a v a t i o n a r e a s w e r e s e l e c t e d to 
be s p a t i a l l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the s i t e , and we a t t e m p t e d to 
def ine r o o m c o n s t r u c t i o n and dep th , a s w e l l a s to ob ta in an 
a p p r o x i m a t i o n of t i m e p e r i o d s r e p r e s e n t e d in o r d e r to m o r e 
a c c u r a t e l y f o r m u l a t e a r e l i a b l e r e s e a r c h p r o g r a m for the 
fol lowing s e a s o n s . 

R o o m s w e r e n u m b e r e d s e q u e n t i a l l y in o r d e r of t h e i r d i s c o v e r y . 
A s s u c h , r o o m s 1 t h r o u g h 18 w e r e e x c a v a t e d du r ing th i s s e a s o n 
(cf. F i g . 2) , though not a l l to t h e i r d e e p e s t f loor l e v e l s . The 
s ix r o o m s e x c a v a t e d in M e r a ' s B lock K w e r e r o o m s 4, 5 , 11, 
12, 13, and 18. In a d d i t i o n , l i m i t e d t e s t t r e n c h i n g s w e r e 
c a r r i e d out in s e v e r a l o t h e r l o c a t i o n s . T h e r e w e r e i n d i c a ­
t i o n s t h a t s o m e r o o m s w e r e s h a l l o w , s ing le s t o r y dwe l l i ngs 
(as in the c a s e of r o o m Block K), whi le o t h e r s w e r e v e r y d e e p 
( r o o m 10 w a s t a k e n to a depth of 12 fee t t h a t s e a s o n ) and w e r e 
obv ious ly m u l t i s t o r i e d . I n i t i a l a n a l y s i s of the m a t e r i a l 
r e c o v e r e d du r ing the 1971 s e a s o n cont inued t h r o u g h o u t the 
a c a d e m i c y e a r wh ich fo l lowed. A m p l e i n f o r m a t i o n w a s g a t h e r e d 
to p e r m i t f o r m u l a t i o n of a m o r e spec i f i c r e s e a r c h p r o g r a m for 
the 1972 s e a s o n . A b r i e f r e p o r t of t h i s s e a s o n w a s filed wi th 
the F o r e s t S e r v i c e a s p a r t of the s u m m a r y of the f i r s t two 
s e a s o n s ' w o r k . 
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