
Mississippi River south of Cairo, Ill., was vitally 
important to the federal government. Control­
ling it would let Union troops and supplies pass 
into the South. It would isolate Texas, Arkansas, 
and most of Louisiana-a region crucial to the 
South for supplies and recruits. To protect this 
lifeline the Confederates built fortifications at 
strategic river points. But Federal naval and mi li­
tary forces fought southward from Illinois and 
northward from the Gulf of Mexico, capturing 
post after post. By late summer 1862, only 
Vicksburg, Miss., and Port Hudson, La ., blocked 
Union control of the Mississippi. Vicksburg was 
the stronger and more important post. 

Set atop a high bluff overlooking a river bend, 

Vicksburg was protected by riverfront artillery 
batteries, a maze of swamps and bayous to the 
north and south, and a ring of forts with 172 
guns guarding all land approaches. President 
Abraham Lincoln called Vicksburg "the key." He 

believed "the war can never be brought to a 
close until that key is in our pocket." In October 

1862, Vicksburg was the focus of operations 
between Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, ordered 
to clear the Mississippi of Confederate resis­
tance, and Lt. Gen. John C. Pemberton-wit h 
S0,000 widely scattered Confederate troops­
expected to keep the river open. 

After his first operations against Vicksbu rg 
ended on December 29 with Maj. Gen. William 
T. Sherman's defeat at the Battle of Ch ickasaw 
Bayou, Grant began amphibious maneuvers 
(called the Bayou Expeditions) to force the 
city's surrender. All failed, including trying to 
bypass Vicksburg's batteries by digging a ca­
nal across the base of De Soto Point. By spring 
Grant had decided to march his 45,000-man 
army down the Mississippi's Louisiana side, cross 
the river well below Vicksbu rg, and swing 
into position to attack the city from th e 

south or east. 

On March 31, 1863, Grant started south from 

his encampments at Milliken's Bend, 20 miles 
northwest of Vicksburg. By April 28 the 

Federals were established at Hard Times, La., on 
the Mississippi above Grand Gulf. Unable to 
cross the river at Grand Gulf because of Confed­
erate resistance, Grant went farther south. On 
April 30, he sent his men ashore at Bruinsburg. 
Marching eastward, Grant's troops defeated 
parts of Pemberton's forces near Port Gibson on 

May 1 and near Raymond on May 12. On May 
14 Grant captured Jackson, the state capital, 

scattering its defenders. 

Turning west, Grant marched toward Vicksburg 
along the Southern Railroad of Mississippi. On 
May 16, at Champion Hill, his force defeated 
Pemberton's field army in the campaign's larg­
est, bloodiest, most significant action. The next 
day, at Big Black River Bridge, the Federa ls 
overwhelmed and drove Pemberton's disorgan­
ized troops back into the Vicksburg fortifica­
t ions. By May 18 the Federal s w ere nearing the 
brist ling Confederate defenses. Grant lost no 
t ime in assaulting t he Vicksburg lines. (See park 

map on back.) The first attack, against the 
Stockade Redan on May 19, failed . A second 
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attack, launched May 22 over a three-mile front 
from Stockade Redan to Fort Garrott, was also 
repulsed. 

Reluctant to expend more lives trying to storm 
the city, Grant began a formal siege. He set up 
arti llery batteries to hammer the Confederate 
fortifications from the land side, while Adm. 
David D. Porter's gunboats blasted the city from 
the river. Pemberton knew by late June that he 
must soon "capitulate upon the best attainable 
terms." On July 3, after 46 days of siege, he 
met with Grant to discuss the terms. On July 4, 
1863, in the morning, Vicksburg was officially 
surrendered. 

With Port Hudson's surrender five days later a 

major Federal objective in the war-to open the 
Mississippi River and to sever the Confederacy 
-was realized . "The Father of Waters" said 
President Lincoln, "again goes unvexed to 
the sea." 



Exploring Vicksburg National Milit~ry Park 

Vicksburg National Mi litary Park is in th e north­

eastern portion of the city of Vicksburg, Miss., 
with three detached units south of the city 
along Washington St. (U.S. Bus. 61 ) near the 

M ississippi River bridges and one in Madison 

Parish, La . The park entrance and vis itor center 

are on Clay St. (U .S. 80), w ithin one quarter 

mile of 1-20. Both the v isitor center and U.S.S. 

Cairo Museum are open daily, except December 

25. Please check with the park staff about spe­

cial programs and activities. 

The map below shows the main area of the 

park plus the four detached units of Louisiana 
Circle, site of a Confederate fort ificat ion; So uth 

Fort, another Confed erate defense work; Navy 
Circle, marki ng the southern anchor o f the 

Union li nes; and a portion of Grant's Cana l, 

The Battlefield Tour 
We suggest that you be­
gin the 16-mile tour at the 
visitor center, where exhib­
its and an audio-visual 
program explain the cam­
paign and siege of Vicks­
burg. The numbered stops 
below are keyed to the 
numbers on the map. Dur­
ing the tour, you will no­
tice either red or blue 
metal markers. Red mark­
ers pertain to Confederate 
lines or emplacements. 
Blue markers pertain to 
Union forces. 

Q Third Louisiana 
Redan Here was one of 
the major Confederate 
fortificati ons guarding the 
Jackson Road approach 
to Vicksburg. Concluding 
that the fort was impreg­
nable to direct assault, 
General Grant ordered 
his troops to dig mines 
under the work and blow 
it up. The first mine was 
detonated on June 25; the 
second on July 1. Neither 
succeeded in breaking the 
Confederate line. 

0 Battery De Golyer 
From this position a bat- 0 Ransom's Gun Path To 
tery of guns, including provide additional artil-
those from the 8th M ichi- lery support for infantry 
gan Artillery commanded manning this sector of the 
by Capt. Samuel De Gol- siege lines, men of the 
yer, hammered t he Con- 2nd Ill inois Artillery dis-
federate Great Redoubt di- mantled two 12-pounder 
rect ly ahead. At one t ime ca nnon and, aided by 
as many as 22 Federa l ar- Gen . Thomas Ransom's in-
t illery p ieces were posi - fantry, dragged the guns 

~--t.-1-0-n~eahere. captain oe-overroug terrain-to-an 
Golyer was mortally earthen parapet just 100 
wounded while directing yards fr.o.m t he Confeder-
the fire of this battery. ate pos1t 1on. There the 

guns were reassembled 
and retu rned to action. f) Shirley House Union 

t roops ca lled it "the w hite 
house." It is the on ly sur­
viving wartime structure 
in the park. During the 
siege it served as head­
quarters for the 45th Illi­
nois Infantry, members of 
w hich built hundreds of 
bombproof shelters 
around it to protect them­
selves aga inst Confeder­
ate arti llery fi re. It has 
been restored to its 1863 
appea rance. 

For Safety's Sake 

e Stockade Redan At­
tack From th is and near­
by points on May 19, Gen. 
William T. Sherman 
launched an infantry at­
t ack against the Stockade 
Redan (Tour Stop 10). The 
Federals were repu lsed 
w ith heavy losses. Three 
days later, as part of a gen­
eral assault on the Con­
federate lines, Union so l­
diers attacked the Redan 
again. This attack also 
fai led . 

Whether driving, hiking, jogging, or bicycling, be alert 
to potential hazards while visiting the battlefield. 
Avoid running on steep slopes, and watch for fire ants, 
poison ivy, and poisonous snakes. 

Severe thunderstorms can develop quickly at any 
time of year; be prepared to seek shelter. Report all 
accidents to park rangers, who are here to help you. 

Il linois Memorial 

() Thayer's Approach 
During the afternoon of 
May 22, Union troops 
commanded by Brig . Gen. 
John M. Thayer stormed 
up this hill toward Con­
federates dug in at the 
t op. They were stopped 
by geography and enemy 
fire. Later, Thayer's men 
began digging a six-foot­
deep approach t rench to­
ward the Southern posi­
tion. His so ldiers dug the 
tunnel beneath the road 
to avoid crossing the 
ridge, where they would 
be exposed to Confeder­
ate fire. 

f) Battery Selfridge 
This battery consisted en­
tirely of nava l can non and 
was manned by sa ilors of 
the U.S. Navy. It is named 
in honor of Lt . Cmdr. 
Thomas 0. Selfridge, Jr .. 
one of the nava l officers 
stat1one nere an the 
man in command of the 
ironclad Cairo when it 
was sunk in the Yazoo 
River on December 12, 
1862. A plaque here te l Is 
of the navy's ro le in the 
siege of Vicksburg. 

0 Vicksburg National 
Cemetery Of the nearly 
17,000 Union so ldiers bur­
ied here, about 13,000 are 
un~nown . Estab li shed in 
18"66, t he cemetery is also 
the fina l rest ing place for 
veterans of the Spanish­
American War, World 
Wars I and II, and the Ko­
rean Confl ict. It was 
closed to buria ls in 1961 . 
Many Confederates w ho 
died during the siege are 
buried in Vicksburg's 
Cedar Hill Cemetery. 
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() Fort Hill Th is fort, 
wh ich anchored the 
northern flank of t he 
Confederate lines, was so 
form idable that no Union 
attack was ever made 
against it. Confederate 
gunners posted here 
helped the river batteries 
sink the Federa l gunboat 
Cincinnati on May 27, 
1863. 

aD Stockade Redan The 
Federal fa ilures on May 
19 and 22 to overrun th is 
fort ification, t he princi­
pal Confederate work 
guard ing the Graveyard 
Road approach t o Vicks­
burg, were major factors 
in Gran 's decision o 
avoid an more d1rect 
assau 

6) Great Redoubt Like 
the Thi rd Louis iana Re­
dan (Tour Stop 3), this 
massive Confederate 
ea rthwork guarded the 
Jackson Road. The Feder­
al attack here on May 22 
was repulsed w ith heavy 
losses. Union art illery 
subsequently kept the re­
doubt under almost con­
tinuous bombardment. 

e Second Texas Lunette 
Manned by the Second 
Texas Volunteer Infantry, 
th is Confederate fort ifi­
cation gua rded t he Ba ld­
w in Ferry Road approach 
t o Vicksburg. On May 22 
it w as the scene of furi­
ous f ighting as Confeder­
ates beat back repeated 
Union attacks. During the 
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Vicksburg Nationa l Cemetery 

siege Union so ldiers dug 
approach trenches to 
w ith in 15 feet of the 
lunette. 

e Railroad Redoubt 
Confederates bui lt this 
work t o protect t he 
Southern Railroad of M is­
sissippi. On the morning 
of May 22 Union troops 
assa iled this st ronghold 
and forced out t he de­
fenders. A detachment of 
Col. Thomas Waul's Texas 
Leg ion counterattacked 
and, in a savage hand-to­
hand fight with bayonets, 
clubbed muskets, and ar­
t illery shells used as gre­
nades dro e out he 
Federals. 

~ Fort Garrott On June 
17 Confederate soldiers of 
Col. Isham W. Garrott's 
20th Alabama Reg iment 
suffered great casua lties 

n ere rom e eral sharp­
shooter fi re. Garrott, exas­
perated at the damage be­
ing infl icted on his men, 
picked up a rifle-musket 
to return the fi re. He w as 
shot th rough the heart 
and died without learning 
he had been promoted t o 
brigadier general. 

~ Hovey's Approach 
This restored section of 
the t wo approach trench­
es dug by Gen. Alvin P. 
Hovey's Union troops 
demonstrates how t he 
siege was conducted. The 
zigzag design helped to 
nullify t he effects of Con­
federate enf ilad ing fire 
and minimized Federa l 
casualties. 
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Detached Park Sit es 
Louis iana Circle Confed­
erate cannon here 
guarded t he river ap­
proaches to the ci t y and 
engaged Union gun­
boats during t he siege. 

South Fort Southern an­
chor of the Confederate 
defense li nes around 
Vicksburg. It guarded the 
Warrenton Road (Wash­
ington Street) entrance 
to t he city. 

Navy Circle Sout hern an­
chor of the Union siege 
li nes. Rifled cannon 
mounted here prevented 
Con ederat es from es­
caping he city via he 

arrenton Road (no 
Washing on 5 ee )_ 

Grant's Canal Th is site, 
located across the Missis­
sippi River in Madison 
Parish, La .. Is Where Fe 
eral t roops attempted to 
cut a canal across the 
base of De Soto Point to 
enable gunboats and 
transports t o bypass Con­
federate batteries at 
Vicksburg. 
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across the M is issippi in Louisia na. As established 

in 1899, t he p rk inclu ded the entire extent of 
t he siege and d efense lines. The lower one­

third o f the pJ rk (h igh lighted in brow n) w as 

later ra nsferred to the ci ty. Many state and 
reg imenta l m rkers, monuments, and tablets 

are on former park property, which, along with 

the de ached un its, can be reached via M ission 

66 Road and South Conf ederate Ave . 

It is illega l t o possess, disturb, remove, excavate, 
or des roy a rchaeological, cultural, h istoric, o r 

preh istoric resources. The possession or use of 
meta l detectors on park property is prohibited. 

Weapons of any kind are a lso prohibited w ith in 
the park. Pets must be leashed o r physically re­

st ra ined at a l l t imes. Picnick ing is a ll owed o nly 
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Relic Hunting Prohibited 

0 0.5 1 Kilometer 

0 0.5 1 Mile 

at the U.S.S. Cairo Museu m and Tour Stop 12. 
Fires and camping are not allowed. Do not 

climb on cannon or monuments, and do not 
disturb plant s and animals. 

More Information 

V icksburg Natio na l M i lit ary Park 

3201 Clay Street 

Vicksburg, MS 39183-3495 
601-636-0583 

www.nps.gov/vick 

Vicksburg Nat ional Mi l itary Pa rk is one of over 
390 parks in the Nationa l Par k System. Visit 

www.nps.gov to lea rn more about national 
parks and Nationa l Park Serv ice programs in 
America's communities. 
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0 Tour stop 

To Big Black River Bridge, 
Champion Hill, Raymond, 

and Jackson battlefields 

e Detached park unit 
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