
Among the founders of the United States, 
George Washington alone earned the 
title "Father of his Country," in recogni-
tion of his leadership in the cause of 
American independence. In 1775 he 
molded a fighting force that won inde-
pendence from Great Britain. In 1787, as 
President of the Constitutional Conven-
tion, he helped guide the deliberations 
to form a government that has lasted 
more than two centuries.

In 1789 George Washington was unani-
mously elected the first President of the 
United States. Washington defined the 
Presidency and helped develop the 
relationships among the legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches of gov-
ernment. He established precedents that 
successfully launched the new govern-
ment on its course. President Washington 
remained ever mindful of the ramifica-
tions of his decisions and actions, for 
he was a consummate statesman.
With this monument the citizens of 
the United States show their enduring 
gratitude and respect.
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First in war, first 
in peace, and first 
in the hearts of his 
countrymen.

Henry “Lighthorse Harry” Lee
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W ashington—the M an
G eorge W ash in g ton  w as  b orn  February  22 , 1732, on his fa th er's  

p la n ta tio n  in W estm o re la n d  County, V irg in ia . As a y o u n g  m an  

he w o rk e d  as a surveyor, g a in in g  d e ta ile d  k n o w le d g e  o f w e s t-

ern  lands an d  a tas te  fo r  a d v e n tu re . W h e n  W ash in g to n  w as  21 

Virgin ia's royal g o v e rn o r sent h im  in to  th e  O h io  V a lley  to  w a rn  

th e  French to  stay o u t o f  lands c la im ed b y  G re a t B rita in . In th e  

ensuing French and  Indian W a r (1754-1763) W ash in g ton  received  

his firs t m ilita ry  experience. Fam e g a in ed  on th e  fie ld  o f  b a ttle  

led to  his firs t po litica l v ic to ry— election  to  th e  V irg in ia  House  

o f Burgesses, w h e re  he served d u rin g  th e  g ro w in g  politica l d if-
ficu lties w ith  G rea t Britain . H e represented  V irg in ia  in th e  C o n ti-

n en ta l Congress, and  in 1775 Congress chose h im  to  com m and  

A m erican  troops. He located  and  selected  ta le n te d  o fficers fo r  

th e  C o n tin e n ta l A rm y  th a t  h e  led  in a successful w a r  aga in st

E n g lan d , th e  m o st p o w e rfu l n a tio n  in th e  w o r ld . By w ar's  end  

W a s h in g to n  h ad  b ec o m e  id e n tif ie d  w ith  th e  A m e ric a n  R e v o -
lu tio n 's  t r iu m p h a n t  conclus ion , and  h e  c o m m a n d e d  e n o u g h  

respect to  assum e a n y  ro le  he chose. Ins tead , he w illin g ly  laid  

d o w n  th e  p o w ers  Congress b e s to w e d , resigned his com m ission, 
an d  re tu rn e d  to  M o u n t  V e rn o n . As th e  y o u n g  fe d e ra t io n  fa l -

te re d  th e  p eo p le  aga in  lo o ked  to  W a s h in g to n  fo r  le a d e rs h ip —  

n o w  in p eace— as th e y  had  in w a r. A t  th e  C o n s titu tio n a l Con-

v e n tio n  in 1787, W a sh in g to n  w as  e lected  p resid ing  officer. The  

n e w  C o nstitu tio n  p ro v id ed  fo r  a P resident to  h ead  th e  g o v e rn -
m e n t, and  W a sh in g to n  w a s  th e  id ea l choice. H e served  fo r  tw o  

te rm s , 1 7 8 9 -9 7 , a n d  re fused  pressure to  run  fo r  a th ird . O nce  

a g a in  he re tire d  to  M o u n t  V e rn o n  w h e re  h e  w a s  a v a ila b le  to  

a n s w e r his country's  call u n til his d e a th  on D ecem b er 14, 1799.

Building the M onum ent
The W ashington M on um ent, a t 555 fee t, 
5'A inches, to w ers  over everyth ing  in the  
N ation 's C ap ita l and rem inds us o f th e  
im m ensity o f Gnorge W ashington's contri-
bution  to  this republic. The m o n um en t 
resem bles a classic Egyptian  obelisk and  
has little  in com m on w ith  th e  colonnaded

tem p le  o rig in a lly  designed by Robert Mills 
to  house statues of W ashington and other 
Am erican heroes. The cornerstone w as laid 
July 4, 1848 in a cerem ony a tte n d e d  by 
President James K. Polk and o th e r d ig n i-
taries, am ong w ho m  w ere  Representatives  
A braham  Lincoln and A n d rew  Johnson. 
The m o n um en t rose s tead ily  to  156 fee t, 
financed by popular subscriptions collected 
by th e  W ash in g ton  N a tio n al M o n u m e n t  
Society. Construction stopped in 1858 due  
to  lack o f funding. It stood unfinished fo r  
m ore than 18 years until President Ulysses 
S. Grant, in 1876, approved an act au thoriz-
ing th e  Federal G overnm ent to  com plete  
the project. In 1878 Lt. Col. Thomas Casey, 
U.S. Arm y Corps o f Engineers, took control, 
sim plified the  design by Mills, and resumed 
construction . In Decem ber 1884, a 3 ,300- 
pound m arble capstone (see photo at right) 
was placed on the  obelisk and topped w ith  
a 9-inch pyram id  o f cast a lum inum , a rare 
m etal in 1884. Dedication o f the  m onum ent 
took place on February 21, 1885.

Visiting the M onum ent
The monument is open 
daily except December 
25. Free tickets for a 
tim ed entrance are 
required; they are 
available at the ticket 
kiosk at 15th Street 
and Madison Drive.
A 70-second elevator 
ride takes visitors to  
the 500-foot level for 
spectacular views of 
the city. Rangers peri-
odically lead tours past 
195 memorial stones.

The m onum ent is one 
of more than 380 parks 
in the National Park 
System. The National 
Park Service cares for 
these special places 
saved by the American 
people so tha t all may 
experience our her-
itage. To learn more
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about national parks 
and NPS programs in 
America's communities 
visit www.nps.gov.
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