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Largest of the rare qypsum deserts, adaptability to their peculiar surround»

this great expanse of white "sand" is ings, have been able to resist burial un-

made up oi 224 square miles of huge, der the ever-shifting dunes, and several
snowdritt-like dunes, some of them more types of animals demonstrate protective
than 50 feet high. Sparsely covered coloration in the pale, bleached appear-
with a variety of plant growth at its ance which renders them unnoticeable
fringes, much of this wide sea of dunes in their strange environment.
is almost bare of vegetation. A few "Here is aunique bit of America. The

species of plants, exhibiting remarkable loveliness of its white and green, the

Skiing on the sands is cx popular sport (Rinehart photo).
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cleanliness of its vast expanse, and its *~

appeal to the lover of the unexplored
mark it as an area which attracts those
discerning travelers who would see Na-
ture's masterpieces." ,

‘ft .

Sands Result of Ancient Earth {'”;i_! /‘
Movements __ . Z1“

Stretching north and south between ,1!

two mountain ranges, the Tularosa 1?

Basin slopes gently from all directions,
forming a great natural basin with Lake
Lucero, at the southwestern extremity of
the White Sands, constituting its focal

£1-'0

x

point. /
Geologists say that, perhaps millions ii

of years ago, this basin was formed by
the settling of a huge block of a high
plateau. This condition is indicated by
the occurrence of thick beds of gypsum
beneath the floor of the basin. Rem-
nants of the same beds are found high
above the valley floor, in the parts of

the plateau that did not settle and which
are now the mountain ranges flanking
the valley. Gypsum is the mineral
from which plaster—of—Paris is made. lts Yucca plant in bloom (Grunt photo).

massive translucent form is called ala-
baster. Percolating waters from rains
and melting snows carry tons of gyp-
sum in solution from the mountains into
Lake Lucero each winter, while under~
ground waters dissolve gypsum from Plants and Animals Adapted
the beds beneath the valley floor. For ‘Q Strange Conditions
months each year, cloudless skies and Because of the almost constant wind
warm winds evaporate the Water. and the consequent gradual movement

Lake Lucero shrinks to a crystal» of the dunes, such plants as are able to

er1CruSted mCIrSl'1. and the qYDSum— establish themselves in the open spaces
impregnated underqreund Waters are between the dunes eventually become
drawn to the surface where they deposit covered.
their burden, forming extensive alkali Of the many species of plants found
flats. The ever active southwest wind in the area, only a few are able to
picks up the particles of gypsum left by survive the irresistible march of the
the evaporating water and whirls them sand. Through a rapid elongation of
away to join the accumulations of their stems, the crowns ride the crest of
centuriesethe dunes of snow-white the rising dune. Plants with stems more
sand. Thus the dunes are ever grow- than 40 feet long have been found. As
ing, ever moving, ever changing. the dune, continuing onward, gradually

_..-



recedes in height, occasional plants are Region High in Indian, Span-
left behind elevated on pillars oi ishland Early American Lore
hardened qypsurn bound by the ad-
ventitious roots.

and mice would be, if ot normal colora-

Near the sand dunes, campsites of
h't ‘ Id‘ fd t‘t'db -

Animals, as well as plants, have be- pref ls Onc n lcms 1 ,en 1 le Y arrow
ints and ther artifact have been

. 5,
come altered in the long process oi ac- po O

commodation to the unique surround- , .

, _ Remains of an ancient two-wheeled
in s. S h ll t l dg uc sma crea ures as izar s

wooden cart, probably an early Span-

found.

tion, so conspicuous against their white in of dune
background that they would be picked q, '

oft easily by their enemies. Through

ish carreta, were laid bare by the shitt-

Fights between renegade Apache
Indians and United States Army troops

many centuries, only the lighter colored Occurred in DO ' clcm about 20 meb
individuals have survived, and in this q Y ' Q

manner pale forms have evolved. The , _, , ,

Whit k , f th d f The historic Lincoln County War, in
e oce miceo esansareo , , . . ,

p which Billy-The-Kid was a niaior tigure,
especial interest to scientists because, in

east of the monument.

the nearby red hills, pocket mice oi red- th T 1 B _

dish pelage are iound, while in the beds e U mosg Qsm'
of black lava, a few miles north, the The Monument Museum
pocket mice have dark, almost black The fascinating tale of the White
tur. Sands and how they originated is told

n

aw ‘via’

.

\
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An Indian exhibit in the museum.
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in detail through the use oi photographs, A i>ici"iic arounti, with l<Il\lt'\i1 anc

paiiittmis, and models in the Small aiills, is pi‘<>vi<lv><l lttl i>t>i;-.i ti.) W

niuseuni in the nionurnent headquarters; to l>rinii lunches.
building. Here the story is given oi
diltt"-rent types oi dunes and how some AdH1iI1iSi1'CIti01’1

C@11ll11U‘1* 10 T110‘/(~‘ Whlli‘ @ll'1@Y$ Q1“? 'l‘l'it> V/lilltt Sandal (lf,‘l'/,il(\,‘ll~.t’tl <_i<;rr>s,

literally tied down by plants which gain ~ i i Vi -.(It/E/1’Xi'll(1l(l\A/' onistliiril til lit!‘ ll(§(t ml

<1 l@@lh@ld Q11 lhcml and Of lhe STTQUUO dtliiiiifl was ti-i'il(tlJllf'~l1~"'l an it tlftllt/Il(ll
plants and animals that make their i~

l1I)tt1;‘i1 aiimn-ii the dunes. Here also is
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the stery cl the lndians, the Spaniards, Ai mm; f"‘-(I (it [ti 1‘, in i I H,/_-it ,;i_;;~;_

and thc early American settlers oi the _,»/,i,ii,»,y ‘Y\,/‘l ,I~y@ ‘ ' it
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Locahon and Facilities tit, +1;~ ,< A., , .<,tlviii1vtr‘ ‘,'~r1I 1:1 '\.*.‘li1::li it is

Located in southcentral New Mexico, i‘i11'f'l‘.<IL?‘?fl.

the rnonuiiient is on U. S. Hiqhway No. All tilttllri anti aiiirii :1 ‘

'/U, l5 miles train Alanio<;iordo and 54 ii?
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trem El Paso, Tex. saiidzsclcwiiliy
/—\lthot~*h L"/tie re ‘14 n 1 1/,r meals nor accent I»jlt,11;<_ (,,»J!ttLIlIl(j'li'»i

d 3, M
mo a ions ar , available at the monu~ i,~THl(_Y'lt;l) 'l'() HO/\
nicnt, excellent tacilities may be lound /\lil§A$» DQ NOT

Monument headquarters and museum (Grunt
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photo).
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in hoth Las Cruces and Alanioqordo. SAND DUNES I'll l;§ l,>.»\l\lCl‘lR@US.

/\. concession at headquarters pTO— liiciiiiiim;andcoiiiniiiiiicriticiiis should
\/ides cold drinks, candies, souvenirs, lie addressed to thr» Cussttzdian, White
and riiigcQii<_iii@q>iig gi,1ppli@S at popular Sands N(Ill()Il(1l l\/lt>ninn0nt, Alamo»
pficgs‘ ziulrilfi, N. l\/lt‘~X.
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