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Introduction 
 

Volume I of the Wind Cave National Park Historic Housing Area Historic Structures Report 

(HSR) covers the history of the development of the park and the historic housing area. This 

individual Volume VII is to serve as a guide for the future caretaking of this significant property, 

HS-08 Quarters. This volume focuses on the individual history, review of existing conditions and 

treatment recommendations unique to HS-08.   

 

The one-and-one-half story HS-08 Quarters was originally built in 1931 (Figures 8 and 9). This 

roughly 1,700 square feet residence currently serves as seasonal housing for park staff. The 

house is built into the hillside and faces east toward the Administration Building. HS-08 was 

extensively renovated in 1937 and retains its form from that date, with very few alterations, with 

the exception of a large raised wood deck that was added to the south and east sides of the 

house in 1990. The house is visible from the public right of way and should be preserved in its 

current condition to the extent possible. 

 

The shell of the HS-08 is in overall good condition, having been very well maintained for the last 

84 years. Raised grade along the west and north sides of the house is causing deterioration of 

the stucco exterior. The stone foundation appears to be settling along the west and north sides 

of the house. This requires further investigation. The foundation along the east and south sides 

of the house is in good condition, requiring mostly cleaning and spot repointing. The exterior 

stucco walls require extensive repairs on the west and north walls of the house due to the raised 

grade and foundation settlement. The wood deck requires stabilization to meet current code. 

The original steel casement windows are missing. Besides these issues, the house requires 

basic maintenance and remodeling.  

 

With the ultimate treatment recommendation to Rehabilitate the building, great care shall be 

taken to rehabilitate and maintain the house in the gentlest means possible, while preserving 

the house’s most significant features. 

 

Significant Features  
Care should be taken to preserve the following significant historic features routine maintenance 

and through future rehabilitation projects.  

 

Exterior: 

� Site – Sloped site. House built into grade. 

� Massing – One and one-half story with gable and hipped roofs. 

� Roofline – Gable and hipped roofs with shed dormer. 

� Basic Footprint – Rectangular with projections to the east and south. 

� Stone stoops – Original stone stoops currently not visible due to deck.  

� Stonework—Native stone laid in a random ashlar pattern. Slightly-battered exposed 

foundations. 

� Chimney – Native stone laid in a random ashlar pattern. 
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� Stucco – Spanish stucco. 

� Gable – Wood horizontal siding with louver.  

� Trim – Wood cornice, typical throughout historic housing area. 

� Patterns of fenestration – Original window and door openings.  

� Windows – No original window sash remain. Original trim may remain under the metal 

panning. 

� Doors – Original V-joint tongue and groove front door with original hardware (Door 

100/1). 1931 front door (Door 103/1) with glass lites. 

 

Interior: 

� Ca. 1937 wood doors and hardware. 

� Ca. 1937 millwork, including door and window trim and baseboards. 

� Plaster wall and ceiling finishes. 

� Built-in cabinet in bathroom. 

� Historic flooring (may remain below installed laminate and carpeting).  

� Ca. 1937 floor plan and room layout (living, dining and bedroom areas most important. 

Kitchen and bath finishes have been altered). 
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History and Significance of HS-08 Quarters  
Note: See Volume One for a full bibliography and additional information about the early development of 

the Historic Housing Area of Wind Cave National Park. 

   

HS-08, now known as Quarters 8, was built in 1931 to serve as a Rangers’ Dormitory and 

Bunkhouse (Figures 8 and 9). The building was erected by the W. A. Kepp Construction 

Company. Construction drawings were completed by the Landscape Division of the National 

Park Service in May, 1931, and the building was placed in service in August, 1934.1 The plans 

were drawn by “J. H. G.” of the Landscape Division.2  

 

The new building provided much-needed housing for seasonal rangers. The annual 

superintendent’s report for 1930 requested funding for a new ranger’s dormitory and mess hall, 

and noted that “At present temporary rangers are in tents.”3 Construction was made possible by 

a significant increase in funding for the park, which was announced in a 1930 press release. A 

federal appropriation bill that was signed by the President on May 14, 1930 increased 

appropriation for the park from $13,500 to $54,900, with $39,900 earmarked for “physical 

improvements.”4 This was one of the first buildings to be constructed with that funding.  

 

HS-08 served as the primary housing for seasonal workers until 1937, when it was remodeled to 

serve as a residence. The change was made possible with the construction of a new 

superintendent’s residence (HS-03) in 1934, which in turn allowed the older superintendent’s 

residence (HS-04) to be remodeled for use as a “Ranger’s Clubhouse.” The 1937 remodeling of 

this building included reconfiguring first floor spaces to create a traditional residential floorplan 

and new second story living space. A dormer was added to west slope of the roof as part of that 

project (Figure 10). The building has been used as a residence since 1937. It is a contributing 

building in the Wind Cave National Park Administrative and Utility Area Historic District, and it is 

significant as the first residence in the park which utilized the uniform architectural design style 

established for Wind Cave National Park by the Landscape Division of the National Park 

Service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 September, 1934 Superintendent’s Monthly Report, Wind Cave National Park, (Copy on file at the WICA 
Library.) Hereafter referred to by month and year as WICA Superintendent’s Monthly Report. 
2 Appendix A, H-08, WICA_108_313A_[id278462].; List of Qualified Structures for Wind Cave National 
Park.  
31930 Superintendent’s Annual Report, Wind Cave National Park, (Copy on file at the WICA Library.) 
Hereafter referred to by year as WICA Superintendent’s Report. 
4 WICA Historical Files, Difficult Years 1914-1931, B2.F1. 
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(HS-8) 

1995 National Register Nomination 
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H-B-8 Employee 
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Dormitory & Mess 
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Figure 2. Location Map 
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Figure 3. Summary of Alterations 
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Timeline of Major Events and Alterations. 
Historic Primary Function Use: Dormitory, “Rangers Dormitory and Mess House.” [List of 

Classified Structures.] 

Current Primary Function and Use: Single Family Dwelling. [List of Classified Structures.] 

 

1930 

February 1930. Park superintendent reports that “Plans for the new Rangers’ bunkhouse…and 

preliminary sketches of the proposed public utility improvements in the park, have been 

received from the landscape division. [February, 1930 WICA Superintendent’s Monthly Report.]  

 

May 16, 1930. Press release from WICA announces major increase in funding for the park in a 

federal appropriation bill that was signed by the president on May 14, 1930. Says it increased 

appropriation for the park from $13,500 to $54,900, with $39,900 earmarked for “physical 

improvements.” [WICA Historical Files, Difficult Years 1914-1931, B2, F1.]  

 

1931 

Built. Howard Baker is listed as the designer in the List of Classified Structures, but no further 

evidence that Baker was directly involved has been found. [List of Classified Structures.] 

Original cost $11,000.00 [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

May 7, 1931. Plans completed for Rangers Dormitory and Mess House. Plans were drawn by 

“J.H.G.” of the National Park Service Landscape Division, recommended by Thomas C. Vint, 

Chief Landscape Architect, 5/14/1931, and approved by Arno B. Camerer, Acting Director on 

5/20/1931. [Appendix A.] 

 

July 18, 1931. Construction begins. [1931 WICA Annual Superintendent’s Report.] 

 

July 26, 1931. Landscape architects McCarter and Baker arrived on the 27th to inspect 

completed electric system and the work now in progress on the new ranger’s dormitory. Also 

noted that “work was started July 13 by the W. A. Kepp Construction Company on the rangers’ 

dormitory.” [August, 1931 WICA Superintendent’s Monthly Report.] 

 

ca. September. 1931. Superintendent annual report described the Ranger’s dormitory: “This 

building conforms in every respect to the style of architecture prescribed by the Landscape 

Division. It is located on a hill overlooking Wind Cave Canyon and contains four sleeping rooms, 

a bath, dining room and kitchen.” [1931 WICA Annual Superintendent’s Report.] 

 

“The building plans show a different door and window arrangement on the rear wall than is 

found in some of the historical photographs or the building as it presently exists. One of the 

historic photos show the building was constructed as planned and the rear end altered at a later 

time.” [Karsmizki, “Administrative and Utility Area NR Nomination,” 7.52-53] 
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1934, ca.  

“Historical photographs including overview of the site show an excavated trail leading from this 

historic quarters to the lower residences and visitor center” [Karsmizki, “Administrative and 

Utility Area NR Nomination,” 7.53.] 

 

1935 

Remodeled, per maintenance department files. This may refer to the addition of the basement, 

which was not shown on the original construction drawings. CCC crews added basements to 

several building in the park in the mid-1930s. [Maintenance Department Files, Karsmizki, 

“Administrative and Utility Area NR Nomination,” 7.53.]  

 

1937 

March, 1937. “The old ranger’s dormitory (HS-08) being remodeled for use as a residence will 

make one of the most convenient houses on the park. It was completed in April. [April and May, 

1937 WICA Superintendent’s Monthly Reports.] 

 

1949 

Value $13,620.00 [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1951  

June 15, 1951. Hot water heating system replaced, piping modernized [Maintenance 

Department Files.] 

 

1954 

January. New floor covering in bathroom. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1958 

Recircuit wiring, redecorate and paint interior, floor covering in living room. [Maintenance 

Department Files.] 

 

1960s 

Solar Hot Water. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1965 

March to August. New floor tile, Rerouted hot water, dismantled furnace, refinish inside, paint 

outside [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1969 

August. Paint Stucco. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1974 

June. Rewire; October, ca. Reshingled [Maintenance Department Files.] 
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1976 

March. Remodel bath. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

1978 

October. “In-O-Vent” heat saver, bathroom faucet and vanity. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1979 

February and March. Cupboards and countertop, wall paneling, molding. [Maintenance 

Department Files.] 

 

1980 

May. New kitchen cabinets. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1980-81 

Storm windows and door. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1982 

20 August 20, 1982. Removal of existing wood shingle and reroofed with asphalt shingles. Part 

of a project by Life Roofing of Chamberlain SD. Direct Cost $3,921.67. (Recorded Date 23 Apr 

1987) [Maintenance Department Files.]  

 

1983 

May and July.  Carpet, refinish woodwork. [Maintenance Department Files.]  

 

1984 

August 29, 1984. Erik Airtight Wood-burning Stove, 23-3/4” high x 27 -1/2” deep 8” flue 

diameter, 2,000 sq. ft. heating capacity. (Recorded 1 May 1985.) [Maintenance Department 

Files.] 

 

1985 

August 23, 1985. Work completed for old 2 wire system; removed, installed new wiring, 

grounding, entrance to weather head, panels and baseboard electric heaters. Clint's Electric. 

Direct Cost $6,666.33. (Recorded 30 May 1986) [Maintenance Department Files.]  

 

1986 

July. Building transferred from G.L. acct. 210 General Buildings to G.L. acct. 215 Historical 

Buildings. (Recorded 16 Apr 1987.) [Maintenance Department Files.]  

 

1988 

January and February. Kitchen Faucets and Spray, Kitchen Cabinets. [Maintenance Department 

Files.] 

 

1990 

October and November. Construct Redwood Deck,  Pellet Stove. [Maintenance Department 

Files.] 
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1993 

Tested for lead. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

October 1, 1993. Structure Ultimate Treatment (UT): Restoration. Not approved, Not completed 

[List of Classified Structures.] 

 

1994  

Work done to address basement drainage issues. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1997 

Lead abatement. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

1998 

November. New motor for pellet stove. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

2000 

Carpet 3 bedrooms and hallway, Installed vinyl kitchen flooring. (FY 00), Completed lead based 

paint mitigation (FY 00) [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

2003 

December. New range/ hood and new refrigerator. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

2004 

Bathroom rehab. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

New egress windows installed in the bedrooms, Park Project # WICA-04-13. 

 

2008 

New Pella brand casement windows installed. [Maintenance Department Files.] 

 

2010  

Tested for Radon. [Maintenance Department Files.] 
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Historic Photos  
 

Figure 4. HS-08, ca.1931, looking northeast. (WICA 4725) 
 

Figure 5. HS-08, ca.1931, looking northwest. (WICA 4267) 
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Figure 6. HS-08, 1931, Aug., looking southeast. (WICA 4726) 
 

Figure 7. HS-08, ca.1931, looking northwest. (WICA 4139) 
 


