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Hopalong Cassidy
The character, Hopalong Cassidy, was created by Clarence

E. Mulford for the 1904 Issue of Pulp Magazines. The origi

nal characterization of his character was a hard-drinking,

rude, dangerous, rough-talking/llving, red-headed wran

gler was a wooden leg which caused him to hop (where he

got his nickname).

Starting In 1906, Mulford began writing books featuring

the character, starting with the novel Bar-20. In total, Mul

ford wrote 28 Hopalong Cassidy (Hoppy) novels, with not

all of them featuring the Iconic character, but other ranch

hands at the Bar-20 ranch featured as well. Hoppy's horse.

Topper, was imperative in the book series. After retiring,

Mulford was approached to write new Hoppy books after

the popularization of the film and television franchise

aired. Not wanting to come out of retirement, he hand-

selected his successor—Louis L' Amour.

Mulford was asked his

thoughts on the dramatic

alterations to his character

to make it family friend for

the franchise, and all he

said on the subject was,"...

he in not properly dressed

for the part."

Photo Credit; Hopalong Takes Command, 1905. Illustration for

"The Fight at Buckskin," by Clarence Edward Mulford, in Outing

Magazine, December 1905; and also reproduced in Bar-20, by

Clarence Edward Mulford (New York: The Outing Publishing Com

pany, 1907) Frank Earle Schoonover (1877-1972) Oil on canvas, 30

X 20 inches. Delaware Art Museum, Bequest of Joseph Bancroft,

1942.

Who is your childhood hero and

why?

Please Remember

You are on federally protected land, so the

removal of resources, such as artifacts,

plants, and animals is strictly prohibited.

Stay hydrated, take short breaks, and have

fun!
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