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The W,than Howard T,h Mefrc>Nil Asloc:ahon 
bl"')Jn ,is ettons tOac:Qu,n¥"9,mOJe :heCnc,l'\N.t, 
bH1hpli10r and boyhood home of \1JIU11m Ho"".-rd 
Tau in the Nrlv 19JO's In 1963. the As5oc~tton 
leased p,.1 of the house and begi,, rest0f'11hon In 
1968. lhe AHOClilttOn KQUWed fee t1•1e lO che 

"""""" 
The Taft home wa, found eha,~e for Re,g,nrred 
NitK>~ Landmark SlllUI ,n 1963, and st,,,oty 
th«mher. tht Met-no~• As.Joc1o1unn begal, w0r•tng 
lO have the Df'Oo,e,ty INdea N.1.0, 1 Histo, cs.,~ A 

ltudy of altffNINfS was PftP¥ed. ,rd lft Ao,11 1968. 
the Secte1.1ry's Amt,SOf'V Bo,rd recommended that 
the p,opierty be esiabhshed ts I N.ittoNII H11tOflC 
S.te. A n\Mttr pi.,, V4S p,l1)¥ed ~ upon an 
1nalys,s of 1he study of •h•N:tt'lin and w-a 
presented to Cont,ren.. Subsequently, legrst.ttOn ~ 
tNCted 1111d thrS m11St« p1-, ~, reviled to r-11ect the 
Act aod accord1ngtv becomes the basis for Nauon.,I 
Park Serv-ce Nnagetnent of m, a<e.a... 

n,,. plan ,a<t•bhshes _., s,,od .. 10< -••• 
pobhc use. ond dov<lopment of the p,-ol)OM!d w,tloam 
Howard Tah Na1,onal HistOflC S.te. It recommencb 
acqu,nng by doNt,on or purchase w,th dona-led 
lunds. tile O 5 ocr• Withom How.,d T•h Hout# •nd 
11n lld..-,t O 28 ac,es of pnv,te.ty 0Wr'ed 1.nd and 
p(oposel (Se,.-elopmtnt of Yl$1IC)f p,ar,,ng 00 •ht 1,ne..

P,,cel. It e,;uiblishes an intf'fprtuve theme embt'1C1ng 
~th Taft'1 bO~ in this house and his adult 
1ccomplishm1:nu, •nd outlu-.M methodi and 
requw-ementJ tor presenttng thrs theme: effec11vfly. ll 
provides fo, ffltonng the grounds. and for PfOttc11ng 
the SHtlfli of the house Funhe,, 11 recommend, , 
number of special PfOgrafflS for 11ehook. for youths of 
1dp1cenl H1m,lton County Juvenile Coun 1nd 
Ortention Home, and for k)ail PitnOtiC and CIYIC 

groups. 
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The ~,pose ot tli i.wo,1',J·-'"lt \\111111'" Hcw..-d T1h 
Nat.oNI Ht1tooc S.tv I\ lo IJl'f'St«Vt' 1he btnhpllc-e 
and b()ynood homr ot Ht1, tl11,t,ngu1shed Amencan 

statuman. and throuclt 11 to give vislt0r$ In 
undtfltind•ng of lht: tnv1mnrnent th.al Wped Tatt·, 
chltac:tn and V1t~ oh-t ,Ind the 1mp,,tC1 of tt,~1 
chlr••• M'd ph1lotophv m 1,,NfHng Tatn p..,bhc 
co, ... 
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To achieve this purpose, the Nauonal Park SeNice 
will wo,k toward the following ob1ec1Nes~ 

lnterpre1,"'e Theme: 
To communieate effec:trvetv the story of Willqm 
HO'fVard Tah"s hfe here. and the rofe of this total 
environmen1 in molding his chatac:ter and ph11osophy. 
thereby shaping his careef and accomphshments in 
pubhc seni1ce 

2. lntet'P,etrve Method 
To b.1se interpretation upon th@ h.storic structure 

itself for lhe purpose of P,O\ltdmg ttle visual setting 
and the mtang1ble climate ol family 1n wh.Ch the 
futvre President was brou!llt up, and to achieve 
mterp1et.1t1on of lhe life and imporunc.e of Willi.tin 
Howard Taft 1hrough a combmatt0n of mterpret,,-e 
med,a-h,storic house museum, audto--v1wi.l 
program • pubhc.at1ons. historic: literature, and s,te 
markers 

3. Provision of Faciht1rs: 
To prov,de only those interpretive .ind operational 
facilities ,r.qu1red for effectrve communicatK>n of the 
norv and sue management, including visitor parking. 
relying on the adjacent community 10 provide all 
Olher VISllOf sennces 

School Programs: 
To work with school systems ,n Cinc:inna1i n ,ts 
... ,cmity in pre,par1ng special school pr~ms us1og the 
Site as a teaching atd ,nteg,-ated wllh the curriculum. 

S Local Community Relat,om: 
To cooper.ne with such netghbors as the Ham1ltor 
County Juvemle Court al1d the Moont Auburn 
Communu',' Council in JO1nt efforts to maintain and 
improve the communny. 

( OBJECTIVES 

6 Research: 
To base au Site programs on data p,ov,ded by 
h1stoncal, ;airchoologtcal and ¥Ch1tectural research, 
building upon the ree¥ch already conduc1ed by 1he 
Tafl Memorial Auoc1at1on 

Res-con1,on 
To restore the extet"1or of the William Howard Taft 
hOU5e, hm1t1ng interior restOfllition to that needed to 
WPOOft effective 1ntet"pretauon and suggest the 19th 
Cen turv decor 

8. Resource Managc,nent. 
To manage 1he Taft house and gf'OUnch so as 10 
PfeseNe survivmg histouc features and contnbute to 
newghborhood 1mp,O\lement 

9 Extended Use 
To encourage, insolar iH funds and ruiff pemm. 
off-season and off-hour use of the Taft home and 
Ill facihttes by patriotic ilnd CIVIC groups 

10. Scope of Collect,om 
To seek and acqui,e ob}l'Cts used in the house duflng 
IN Taft·fam1ly occup.,rcy,ant11QUesorreo,roduct,ons 
needed for refurnistung. and other ob1ects requ,red 
for effect1"e ,nteroreta:11on 



A'IIALYSIS 

ol N.>t1.1ral History 

Euro~.n •nd Am • Qn oo,nr,ngs French enartWls, 

Cn,n~~ J)OfC••l,,11M .,r-,d ;..-nl"'f n furniture, the 1804 
Kt.-mpe, log,t"Ouk'· .ind tl'I HJfflct Beecher Stowe 

House 

T~e CHY ~ ,eadtl\ acc1.-ss1hl+;: by dlf, rail. lnlef"State 

bui. •nd by pr,\.Jk car o-• r d "~l ~\Ork ot lnte<state 
.and Ur11ted St .. t~ t\ .',JV5. Aec't."" to 1he s11e rrom 

~·,1thm the c,1, o-, tJ't 11'\HJC•t, bu\line Of by car 
o-.er conqes.1f"oQ •, ·,etl':. :.i en comple1ed, th, 
propost.'d Oorcl'l~tt:-r Sut: t 1n':M"'-hangc of tnterstate 

Route 71 will put motorms. >w1th1n o few blocks of 
the site 

Use of lands svrround1ng the T ih property 11 shown 
on the Ex1Sl1ng Use Map. With the exception of 
W1lli,lffl Howard Tah School. Hamtlton Coun1y's 
Ju11en1le Court and Detent.on Home and Chrm 
HOSP1tal. surrounchng lands a,~ privately' owned 

The slopes of ft.4.ount Auburn to the south and eaS1 of 
the Brea shown on tt'le V1cu·111y Map are 

pradom,nat~y pnvlltely owned resldenual. the sooth 
slope shades into a slum. For tM most ~. as shown 
on the E~,stmg Use Map, the p,open,e ne.ir tht> Taft 
Home a,e single•fcam1ly res,deoces. lafge okter houses 
adapted as apartments. or new ;ipanment bu1k11ngs 
These properues a.re neat -,nc1 well·kel)t. reflecting the 
ver, ac:11Ye Mount Auburn Commun,ty Counc11·, 
\\<O<k on community betterment. Along Auburn 
Avenue north of 1he site 1, • mixture of relld~es 
and profes.st0na1 offices. wuh ,esdences on the Stde 
SH~tS 

Regional factors do not have a strong bearing on this 
Historic Site. While meter parking is prov,cted on the 
west side of t.1ouni Auburn Avenue ind curb p,a,1,.mg 
Is permitted on the side nre,u, these spaces .-e 
pre empted by restdents and by Chntt Hospital and 
Juvenile Court visitors and st.aft. so v1s,tor parking ,s 

not "ailable. Cinc,nn.ni 1s not a ma.t0r tourin center, 
though it has several v1s1to, and cuhvra1 attractions 

The maior influence 01 the ne.ghborhood upon the 
proposed site is through the semng t.hat ,t provides. 
The suburban setting of large homes in wtuch Tah 
grew up changed as the city gre.--, out atoond 11. Shll. 
the spacious grounds of the adtaccnt youth eentec-. 
and the vacant rou and la,9" yatds of the rem, indt!f 
of the block help retain something of the original 
s.enmg. 



FEATURES of INTERESTS 

1 Taft Home 
2 Chri■t Hoapital 
3 Mount Auburn 
4 Univenity of Cincinnati 
5 Eden Park 

8 Art Muaeum 
7 Mount Ida 
8 Ohio River .. 
9 Ft. Waahlngton Way 

+ 
n~ IIICROflll 

w1Ho-20.001A Vicniity Map 



The Wilham Howard Tan House ,s a RegJStered 
National H1tto,tC Landmark under the theme. 
•·Pohhc:al and M1llury Aff11n. 1865•1912.'' 

Alphomo Taft, a prominent Cincinnati lawyer, 
purchased the two-story, wh11e-1),l,nled b<tCk hOU$e 
and its two acre lot m 1851. The hOuse was then 
nearly new. having been built M>metime after 1840. 
Tah promptly added a rear wing, approx1matel..,, 
doubhng the size of the house. On September 15, 
1857. Wilham Howard Taft WM born 1n the first floor 
b«Sroom of this add111on 

For- the next 25 years, the Auburn Avenue House was 
home to the future President. In 1874, he entered 
Yale, ,e-turning to CioctnnatJ and the: Cincinnati Law 
Sc'-1 follow,ng h,s gradu01ion. In 1876, Alpl,onso 

Taft was appointed to Presidetn Grant's cat:unet, l1rtt 
as Secre,arv of War. then as Attorney GeneraJ, serving 
until 1-.tarch 1877 While in Wasiungcon, the Tatu 
rmted their Cmcmnati home 

In April 1877, -as the T afUi waned lo, the tease to 
e.xplre so they couki reoccupy the property, the roof 
a.nd second floor were gutted b..,, fire During repa1n, 
the roof was ra1.sed. the second floor w1ndONS 
mla,ged. Ind a new cornice and roof mstaJleo over 
the front pan of the house 

f1natty.1n 1882. when W1111am How-atd was becoming 
established as a lawye, and acu-ve Republican. hrs 
ftither was appainted Mlnis:1er to Austria.Hungary. a 
post he held until 1885 In 1886. WIiiiam and htS 
bnde myt!d in the Aubum Avet\ue hovle for a 

William How.Nd Taft stands bt!hlnd the fence. while his brothttr, Henry, s,n o,, the post Other mem~ of tM 
fm11ly, mclud,ng Tift's mother.4re m the b«kground. lea. 1867) 
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month wtule thett own l"titW house was COff'IOiflecl 

T~ y.-s I.at• h11 parents mowd to C..hform,_ .nd 
the house was rented. though funeral s.ecvc11 t« 
Alphomo T•f1 wtfe hetd ,n hon M•v 28. 1891 In 
1899,theho\MW0510ld 

Alphonso Tah wn the first of h1s lamily to 1tt,1n 

n.at1onal prominence. His tatfff. heghhgh-ted above, 
w• marked by integrity rather than ouulllld1og 
1UCaSS or ecco,nphshments A drst.1r9.uSNd t4,idgt. 
k,s courage and fo,ts9"1t w•• shown wMn he Ntd 1t 

unc:onstJtuttONI 10 read the Bible Ln the out>hc 
w:hools. a decision which may well have PfeYtnted 
him from becoming Gcw«nor of Oht0 

Charles Phelp, Taft. Wilham Howwd
0

1 okter 
hlll-orother. at,o hid • nooole ._..., Educated ,s • 
lawyer, he beclme the edttor Ind NM Nally the 1011 
p,opr1etor ot the Cincinnati T4mts.SW-, manager of 
h,s b1ther 1n 11'#'1 estate, an iff'lfltor in Ohio ut1hty 
com~tft and Coc1nna"ti ,_. esute, .-d an .ctn,-t 

Republican. A m,.,.. of broad cuhuraf 1nt1rans. he 
"5ef'nbled the pcepttonal colleC11on of furniture, 
PoJCet11ns, enamels and pa1nt1ngs wtuch make his 
form• home, now-the Ttft MuMUm, a dehght He 

,,n for offtet on several O(Clll()ftl, and Jlfvtd one 
t•m m ear.-. but tS bt1t« known to, hd rote ,n 

ihaptng ht1 voungar brother's c:arNr 

W1llwn How.rd T1ft•s weer an Politics .,.n 1n 
1880, when ho ,ooke on -II of the Rtl)Ubl...,, 
SweConvn,uN. In 1882, .,._,..,.,.., Colleclo, of 

lntwN.I RIN'anUt fo, Cinc:HV\11t but SCJOn res,gned In 
1884. he t>ecamt ,udQe ol CfncaM.lti's Supertor 
Court, M•ried to Hefen Herron in 1886, he t>ecame 
Solicitor Gent<ol of the Unlled Su10, on F.c,,uary 4, 
1890 In 1892, he WIS IOCJO'ftled to tho F-.1 
Crcu11 Coun 

T1h Chtf1Shed the, ..... .1nd hll place on thf bench. H1, 
carter seemed ~t How~er in Ftt>ruarv 1900, 
Prftldfflt Mc:Kinlrt ;r."IL'd ► m to.,--, Am«M:an rult 
tn thf Pt1thP01nt'l tn 1~l During hrS fWO Vein • 
Pres1dtnt of the Ph1llpp1ne Comm1uion, he 
tstabh'lhed the i,uprom.tev of c1v1I rult and laid the 
~•1 fOf $eil-cpvernmtt1t 

In 1903, Tift w.» tfellled to becOnM' Secreurv of 

w. '" Theodote Roow-.eh't eab1N1 A,j Seo-nary, 
he ably performed wch ta-sk, as expech11ng work on 
th• Panama C1mill iJrld eitabt1sh1ng temPofarv 
Amtton control m C~ 1n 1906. By 1908, he hid 
becOf'N ROOSP'o'elt, ~, app.Jl'«nt Ht east1y won the 
RIOl,ibtic:an nom1tWt10n Jnd the prn,dfflCV 



To sonw. Taft's suc:::ceJIOf"I 1her Rootf'\lett wn ll~e 
1ubst1t1Jhng I single pccolo playe- IOI' I Uf.SS band 
Even now the •cc.omphshment.1 of the Taft 
ldm1ni,;,u1tt0n •e not IJ'f'M!U1Uy ia0t)ft1C11tld Deannv 
to furthft rrfonn ¥id to tnd ibuM- of econom,c 

P<M"f!f. Taft'I Pfoi,,n p,Oduc«S muc:h ,n 1hf! way of 
btnel 1cr•I lt'gn.lat,on lndred. the Cong,m10NI 
W'$StOO wt,,ch ~n ,n December of 1909 produced 
mor-e conuf\.lC11ve legi'1111on than hold any lll!'Sl,t()l"I 

P!"la: Ae.comUolCtlOI'\ T •h ,tlso OfOMCUted tn.tnl Will 

1"'.-l!fl mort' Y'90f than hfl JWodl!a'UOJ OI hrs succeso, 

Oesi,1tff! thew accomplci.hments. confltet between T •It 

M'ld RQOlhl'it ..... lnft"•~le In 1912 ttw break wa, 

compleit 0.feaud by T.1h '°' t1'1o Reguolan 
nQf'!"l1ru11on. R~"lt ran ~ • third pr.any c.-nchcMte 
for PreS,,dt-nt Ind WoodrOw \'hlsoo Wl-'I ,.,flCtflfj T •h 
returned to Yale as prolellOf ul law 

On June JO. 1921, p.,.,.,..,, H11, ng nJm<d T•fl 
Ch1et Jv1oce e;f tho United States. 1 posmon to 

which I\«! br°"9N d1grurv. fe.lrn,ng Ind O:pettfflet 

He 1.,..nc1 .,. s.,.,..,. Coun t,, act d,,,..,ed and 
behind u'I ,u worlri; S.nct: Tah ....,n by Ntute 1 

coord1n.to, al"d conc1llatof r1ther than .,,-. 1nnov1t0t 
or ai 1'4ld4!'f of Judiclll thought. ,, wa,. 1n de.ling with 

lhts probl'"' that he w• most effecl.lvt Among hn 
1ccornpl1shmenu •u• «g;IR•Zu,g and getbng 

it0lhot'1z.att0n fOf the Conference of Sent0t C.rcu11 
Coon Judges en 1922, an .coon whk:h 5upOhed th" 
fttn degree of coont1Nl.on of 1M Ftdenif 1uc:hc11I 
S'f1tem. hefp,ng securt pauagaof ttw ••Judgesi;.,11'' of 

l!l:l!i. - greatly ,nc,Nled the Supreme c...n·, 
d1,c;r-ehOt'I ov• whal cases tl would hew and en.bled 
u to trv cases of com11u.111ona1 impartance Dfomptly; 
ind securn1g 11Uthcwiahon for the Supreme Co,.1n 
t,u:ildtt'lg These and 01hlf actions Nfped IMll(e ~ 

Fllder.i judc--.1 system much rr,o,e responsive 10 
cnang,ng ,_,_ 
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To Alt ttie many ,,t1PC>flMI P(IIU hie held. T■h 

brouftl1 t1CceUen1 .,Jrt,,,unratr.it 1b1lny, • high 
sUndard ot 1ntequtv .at•I an 1ngr11ned respect fOf 

p,rw .. tf proprny r~1l\ A, Pr~ent of me Phthpt)lnt 
Commr$.$1CJ~ and la1t1, ~ Gc,i.,.,no,. he OIYolc,d 

n,fnk-tf to unorov1og thr ~v. bu1lchng roadi 
and ~rbofJ, and 1116'l>hR'11ng stlt•gOvemmf!flt His 
.ac:comoliihmeou won tOf' him ff'• end,.mng atfec:uon 
ot the Pnihppsnes Ai s«:tc-t.-v of W., ht- t,ec,me ,n 
~fleet '"• trouble shoot,, to, Roo~t'I 
adm,nr1,tr•tt0n 

t1tt """n !"IOt .-, 1nno~.1,nr- nor dlO he ....,t thr 

chMIVT\I so martc.ed m tnAnY ol 0ur ••11St oohtcal 
f.mcl.tr"1 ~ n.·tes,mt,n H" reccwd w11 onto of 10iid. ,I 

unsoect-KUlM. accomph\hmeot ~ n11 most 
l"1POrtant «:comphshmt-nl l;av '" ild.aQ11ng lhe 
federal judiil:QI ~teim to thf, nNds of I r1oidly _,,..,.,_ 

1" 

In 1899 lhe P,00fl"1V Wal told 10 ~ Alben 
Thompt0n 1n 1912. Judge Thompmn·, widow 106d ,1 

to Colunef E.H, Rul1ner, whose daughter sold 11 to 
~,1r Elbe-rt R, Bl!'UUlQ« ,n 1940 The T•h Ven,o,i.al 

Aslo<"'''°" •- • _,_, ol "" house ,n 1960. 
.,.Ji .,iq . ,red fee litl• m 1968 

In the cour1e of these transfers. 1ht 0tiglna1 two t1Cre 
lot w• ttduced 10 tM present hilf·ilCtl!', .id the 
hou:fllit i..nderwern int•IOf ~terat.ons and tttertOt 

add11tons Judging from the 91"1f'•I ¥Chitacturat 
stv•e. the ,n1e,ior wn modemtzeCI ,n the wtv 1900',. 
probably by J..dge Thompson, !hough 11 leo<! ,omo 
of the 0<191~ )nteno, deG1b wrw1riG Further 
chlng111 and mod•niat)()t'I oceu<red •tu. 19'0, 
when Mr Bellinger convened the 1nt•o mto Ww«af 

~nm11nt1 



Tho P<-'Y no,; con,,su of the hou,e one! hall an 
atA ol ground An oJd 11one w.ill Ind a b,dly 
oetert0tt1ed iron ttnee ,mtk. the nonnttn boundary 
ol ttw property a tow Jtont wall topped by ii'\ ,ron 
,-i.r,g def,ne. the hont and p,1r1 of the south Side 
from the $tdew-1tk.1 concrete walk letds to the front 
enuance vd connecu to walks on .,ther Side of the 
hol.tM A c:oncre1.• df~•' on COUOly bind touth of 
the houtie leads to an un~td PMll:.1ng -• at t ,e,r 
of the p,...,.,-1v From the 1867 photograph 11 
•pC)lilO that the none • .ii, am J)llr'hM)I the fencit1 

iH0f9Nil 

The houa "two ftOIH!S w1th basetl'lent. the OfU)tnll 

pc,rt-on ss ol bock on $10M found.-t-on waHs. tN. 
185, 1 ldd1b0n 11 entnly brO w,t.h the bm,tmtont 
o;pot«S. EJtterior walls are S)llinttd white. Both the 
ffOnt llf'ld the rnorur io.nts of the or,q1NI ~t 
shaN s,gns of .nttPM'tll drtt"legrlihOn Ttw- bnck ..-11 ls 
-... thtm have devoloped cracl<,. c><oblbly •• 1-, 
partly n lhe result of the 1877 fire and the 
~t p,a:tctung. which wa done 'Wtth I ralhe.f 
P0C>" ...,, of ll'IOIUr The IOUthUSt com.- ol tM 

1851 addtuon wa built near I ci11ern Th;s coma, 

h.as, 1,1ttled, caus,ng otens;ve a-ac.ks 1n the 1,ueoor 
...,-.&11, and diU.or1aOn of window trarT\el 

The roof of \he CH1g1n.11 pon,on, together- wuh the 
second Uoor window hal beft'I retored to 1u: 

or1g1n1I apo■1r1nce by the Taft Mtmor•II 
At.oc .. i,on. ~~ 11mben were ulll'd ,n the rt()l1n; 
following the 1877 fife; cha«ed umbers •e Jtlll ,n 
ploct ., tho ,ocond floor pe,1,,,_ end local codes 
tn.t rQ.Jue lM:11 ~L TM roof ot lhe 
adc:Mton. UTI..ged b'f \ht hre, has delor.a,ued and 
feQUtflS repl.ac.tment 

PreMl'lt Uoor layouts •• shown on the E>ust,ng 
Cond1tK>n5 Map, probll.l,o h,stonc l1youu on the 

Gener~ Ow.lOPffltml Pl.tn - StruCtl.lfl Th. f1nt 

liOOf of 1h• 0111J1n.tl port,on " an ai,¥tment. W 

occvpanu ot vi.h...-h p,o .. tde protf'Ct10n 101 the 

o,oc,env tnttnor t111t\h n .. -.4'1p,,Pff o.er PW,tll!t, and 
Ji g,:ner-.;lly n poo, CundtltOO 0n lM MCond r100,, 

Sffl311 section, of the l1n1th fjoc,,ing ~ t•IHW~e 

porttons ol Pl..a'Jtf'f n.r-~ bMft rena•ld duoog 
1ttn11@1(11,.,,11 ,~ch Thl' te1r ,oorn. MC:ONi 1100,, 

of me 1851 6Ck1il, n h• no f,n,\h tlOOt'tng The 
he.1t1ng Sf\11.'lffl ,s IJJ'l hrfd hot ~-. ttt-• c:onverSJon 
lrOffl • .,.,wn 1,, burntng h.r~f" Catr•fd OU1 by M, 
e.u,,_ 

Tht Tah M.,,-i,o,..,1 A.\IOC1at1on his hid re11oratton 
one! lond>aae p1.,,. c><<POred 

Land on >Nh1ch thr r .dt Hom" n1nch slor,e\ tO'W'ards 
\~ rear At the north bound.llfv. • drr.,e connccbng 
to tf'M: strtet btqins "' It\ ~ tJrf~ (tmo«lect at 

th,11,. foOcw.L<d by !J'•wt't a,rh1ce. and term1~u,, 10., 
vngrilded aod unsurf.11c ed area Some 18 cars are 
presently ICCOl'T'Hnod,Ufd on thie-,. and nonh Sides 

9 



'818 

10 

A number of large trees are scaue-red in the front and 
more ,n the bick. Apart from concrete walks 
connecting the stdewa1ks to the front •nd side 
entrances. the front and s-de vards are covered With 
1urf 1n fair conduion. 

The property t'o the nor\h. Pfes.ently owned by Crou 
Construction Company, consuh of a multistory 
reside01ial building oo Aubvm Avenue and a parking 
lot io the back. Three storn~ c:.1n be seen from th& 
stree1 Side. bv the sharp drop in the rear tc,.,er 15 
fee1) made ,t possible to accommodate two addtUONII 

noon above grade. This 11 a h.ime building faced with 
stone ,n the front and the exter1°' 1s 1n fair cond1t1on. 
The pa,king lot ,s adjacent 10 additional parking 
space ~onging to another apartment 10 the north. A 
steep drn1e connects all park,ng to Southern Avenue. 
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Th~ orul'\..llf·dCf'C: TJlt property and the: 0.28 acre 
proPt.'11, to the nonh must be dCC:IUUed by donation 
v< us1n9 donated funch. The one-haU acre Taft 
pt'tiOCTl ,- 1s O\•,ned by lhe \\1ll1om Howard Tah 
Mtffl0(1JI Ass )C1Jt1on and its d0Mt1on 1s an11c1patt:d. 

It ,s txp,ected 1hcn Hamilton Countv will dona1e an 
easel'l"t-nt perrnttt1og the Nt.11,onal Park Serv1ct to 
lal'ldscape the n.1..-ro~., strip of oror,ertv, about 20 fm 

·+ ...,._ 
c:1-....--.... ,...,. ..... no-u.1.~.., 

Existing Use Map ...... ,. 
GK ... MICROfllM 

FAClORSAFf r I ,OURc.E'i AND USE 

w,de, beh-.een H11· ·0111hern propenv hoe of lhe s.te 
and the county· .1r1, 1,._ dn..-c 11 is alw, P<>SStble that 

the coun1v w,11 .11$ff"1 to retain the v1t'\.., of the T~ft 
Homo hom 1h1• \01Jth .-.lien 11 enlarges ,rs Ju<wen1le 
Coor1 comolex 

The nonh bound.Jr,- vr.1U and fence 1s as much ,n four 
feet outude of th(• !ol.Jfvt!'Ved prop'!rtV hne. 

As the above sketch Sho,.-.,s, a steep rectangula, 
depression abuts the rear 1wo-th1rds of the nonh lrne 
of the Tah. proPertv. More s1gn1f1cantly, che ad1om1ng 
propeny, proposed for vmtOt parking. drops sharply 
some 25 feet below Auburn Avenue. While this could 
present a problem in prov1d1ng a coonect,on to thf: 
Taft g,oonds. 11 would help set the parking on a lower 
level and thus makes it ea$ier lO screen. It ,s a 
challenging situation for 1n un.ag1nat1ve d~gntr 

• .• ,! 
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The !1\IXt""-'m ca~tv ot the pn,P()SCd 111e 11 

,wp,0-.1m11fiv 40 ,0J1t0ts .at ii tune. Assuming an 
avN111JP ot 30 m1niu1es to, eKh 1t1Mt. itnd an 

r9'lt..t,ou," dily. m.nlfTIUrn CS..aly QPK:itv t: 640. 
f'll;tendtd uw of specaal ...-t-nu .,d ~ pr09~ms 
.vould tnC1U,O, 1h11 C-1t).JC1tv bv iboJI 80 Off10flS 

The- """o th~ ~ ttae yOl.lth fuJ fflltN'onrnttit of 
\\itf~,n ~rd Tah. ~ his Lite. lite .nd pubhc 
contnbut,on. The m~.,"C9 ot the fust theme 10 lhe 
se..;ond h11 bNn 1ll1Joed 10 previously 1n thfS pl-lln, 
!lnd tU U'lte,J)felJVt' pl'"e«lt.1110(! rs 1Meten1 m lhe 

ph't'1Coll raourc.t of the Stir ,uelt. ~ second theme, 
no-.-.~. rs divorced from d'I• si•e both m ti.,,._ .net 
'CJQCJP. It n. fUfthennote. predOff"iNtely lbstrac1 1n 
content, It ihou1d be addtd that, 1n 1he pure 
histortC:al ,~. 1he second theme tt .ctu.ally of 
i,e.itet' s,gn,hc:~ tflMI th• hrs1- the m,wre l,teand 
v.o,k- ot • man " ,i the heart of hrs irnc,or1.,-c-e. his 
birth •nd ctuldhood, the th.ngs O\it tNlde htm .....,It 
ht later became. •~ 0~13\tS!v of i«:Ond.WV 
119n If tc•nce. 

Thoe ~1cton .1,e rl!K)Oflll~ tor intN·pu1,ve 

probletn, •• '"°'' ""birtholacc-'' s.tK wNWe the 
phyi,cal relOUfc:e ra>retlf\ts the only lM9ble 
1UOC1.t1ion W1th the 1ndMdwl svblec-t, 11 tht!I same 
hm-> ,t rt1)fesenrs a period of secondilrv importance
in hd hfe. In I latge: mNWJI thtt t'OllSidtr'•ltOf'I IS 
rnc,cNUlble for interpretn<e (JNetopmentJ 1U1l}tS1:ed 

for the Tatt MH 

The phyS,ic.,,l rl!10Urc:es. the hous«i. and ,ts grounds. 
can adequatelv ,nterp,et the early hte and 
er11ttrol'VT'l'nt of Wilh1m HowMd Taft. and Wlll requ1rt 
~Y to bl- t1td-1ruo other ,nter9ftllve <ir,,,t!apmenu. 
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to rwcwd full undtt11 • ..-11n,g ~ uutmtnt of ~t.S 

thMW The ~ hh'f"-llf and qrounds -,ould bl 

wthenucally res10f«l\1 to 1ho 11me- 01 the mo,1 
mu~ns.v. Tift auoc1o1ho,, 1851 1874. 1mlldt tht 
p,...,.._t'd structurt. th.- holll. j()IJ\h r,¥tor, d•m""J 
room and fnt floor btdroom laswrntd to be {N;t •" 

whlC'h Tift wai bcwnl should be ftstOt'ed ahd 
retum1shed 10 Jppw,r b 1hev dtd du11ng th• abOYe 

peood. 

The north po.tor, on ttw tlf'lt floor V\Quld be retortd 

,n penoo uvk! to Ml'\f' ~b'we uw. ~ .. at be trw 
locattOn of M'I .uct,o-- v,w.)I fo1tih1-.,. 

The tec:ond tloor of~ house mtem,, should~ fullv 
p,n«ved ¥Id tt:lec.11vfty restOfed. The south rooms 
,n the OrtgtnaJ bloc\. V\OU'd be rtstOfed 1n 09,od 

S1yte fo, adlpu ... , uw fl • meeting and soclll 
gathering "" The north 5CCUOn of th• main block 
U\ould be similarly reuored to accommodate an 
appropriate hbrary fxd1tv, futnrshed 1n the ff\Mlntf 
of the per-,od of lht: houw·s 1nteq)ftU1t1on The rw 
wing of 1he houst' 1hould be d~elooed to 
.:commodate _,rn,mstr•tS\-e func1.on1. Ind lhould 
include • imitll kitchen f-.:1lny. In the event tNt 
funmt research ,weals which of these W!COnd floor 
room1 s«V«I ~ T1h'1 bedroom. conlideration m,y 
nted to bf gr.en 10 lidl"fln'.g this plan to p1rrmt th,H 
,oom to be fully ,mould MMt hmonally ,etunvshtd 

Visitors wdl fflter the Tah house through its ftont 
doo, ln10 W'I enu1nce hall which can tceommodfte 
wch 'IIS.ilOf Rl"ViclS IS lr'llt&al contact. onenution . .,,,d 

dtS1nbution of pubhc.at,ons. They may lhen choole 
beM«n rwo exc,e,,ences· touung the fully restored 
pon,ons of the house us.ng a Mlf ·gutd1ng lOUf 

deve-topment. o, broWS.ng in the audio•v1W.ll t,ihibit 
.,., unu1 time to, th• n«t audt0-V1w.a pr~n.auon 

AudtO-'<J,~al fat1httn will ~ t.tae ma,o, burden ot 



,n1erp,et1ng Taft's bildtground. adoh hfe, career, and 

public ser-.i.ce. Bt."CtlUSie of the low•keyed btn 
somtanual ch.mtCter ot the 11Jb,ett's. hfe, i)fld ~se 
01 the varie-tv of hes conuibuuons (.is President. as 
Secretof'V of War. .» Pres.dent of the Pt111ippme 
Comm1-WOn, GovernOf' of thC': Phihpplnes o&nd ln the 

1ud1ciaryl more than one audio•v1sual p,ogram M'lould 
c•1st Ideally, one program fflOUld be pre-pared fOf 

each of these important areas, ,n 0tde- that Ta h's 

contnbution can be tauly presented in a, meaningful 
and en,ovabJe fash,on and 10 make pC>SSJble the goal 
of using the Mte as a texhlng aid tn the school 
cumcula One aud.o-v1su.11 or~tiltfon should, of 
cou~. be a svncrede J)(og,am based uoon the 
childhood and ildUll accompll.shrnents of tht
PresKient 

Other vrsrtor ume at the house may be sptont 1n the 
hbrary, where Taft memorabtt .. and. p.vticu~rly 
U!COf'd i~ can bring the man alive for v1srtors having 
an inte-rest '" exQefiences of thii t.VPf1. 

School and other netghborhood group:1 Wlll ~ itw11ed 
10 U5e the house '°' purposes nor wholly associated 
w,th Tah-.,ar11cularly for meetings and rel1ted social 
occ.»,ons. Such .. vis.n°""" will have an enurety 
d1ffe1e-nt eJCpc,ience at the Site, and may uie none of 
lhe ,n"!"prelJve devek>pmcnts suggested. Their 
el(pent"OCe. r.uher. should be that of entenng a 
hOiJ~rtrvcture ll"lhere h05p1taHty and wilrmth are 
I~ Iheme. and where the historic: environment is 
incidtfltat but of gre.11 importance in P,0\11d1ng a 
unique Mld tnleresting quality of expenence, as well 
as, for many, a nrw Md patent.1ally broadening 
window into the past. An ;ntL"f'P("etive pr~tus will 
be prepared and implemented. 

Remwauon work will be based on the appearance of 

the Home in 1857 The tu\t lloor south p.1rlor, din,ng 
room and bedroom w11I be accurate-iv refurnished 
The Sl'C01ld floor piwlor and tibrary will be furnished 
in keeping with tht- l>t"flod. The north parlor on the 

lirst floor w,11 be dl"Ve1oped as an aud10-v1~at 
decorative exh1h11 fac-iliry reta1n1ng a period 
atmmpha,e. The other paru of the house will be 
dweioped 1n a contt.'f1'pontr;o style fOf adapun u~. 

\.\'1lham How-ltd Taft ,s C1ncinmtt's moS1 prominrnt 
native sor,. 1111 cat~• was of nauon.aJ ~go1ficanc::e, his 
aubhc servtees had n\,)ny facets, and his life w.as 
marked bV the h1~e5t •uandard of personal int~tV, 
pohtc.al coura~ Ind respect tor ,he law as ti has. 
~"ed ove, the yeilts. For these reasof'IS. lhe 
oroposed site \viii be of ,-eat interest to regional 
schools and lends 11selt • an extension classroom for 
a number of sub1l•cu, including civics, local hiuory, 
American hi.stOfV a:nd gewemment. The prop()Sed S.te 
ShOuld take adv311tage of this potentJal by wo,..,,ng 
with the Public ~ pa:roctual school systcms of 
Cinc1nnat1 and surrounding counti~ 10 devcloo 
prev,sit maten.111 and on-site prcvams so t~at the 
class v1s1t ts .1 rnean,.ngful extension of irs ciasstoom 
work and not 1ust an outing. Space lim.1 tat1ons will 
r,xiu1re advance re1e1Vations for all vwting school 
~oups, and .10 elfon st"u:,iukl be made co disvibvte 
tchool use ovet the entire ,chool year. 

Further. 1he proximity of the Hamilton Counrv 
Juwntle Court and Oettnoon Home presents a 
unJque oPl)OttUnitv to invotve the vo.iths in ,u cure 
in the pr09'"ams of lhe Site. Thit will be an mtirely 
new field for the National Park Sen,;c,e, and tht!fe are 
t'IIO precedeots to draw upon in formul1mng such a 
p,ogram. Program de-.ieto,,ment will requ,re patience. 
undt'fstanding., tlex1bilitv and very close ODOPffiltJOn 
with the staff of the Coun. 
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Both thfl h1stor1c:al .»SOC:liOOns Ind lht' phySIOII 

itlyOUl of the T1h hornt rn.l~. •t ~ ~p(~te pax. 
for meet•~ of rN1~v t,1NII h11to,tC,II and 

~motic groups, such uH 5hould be encouraged to 
the c>ctent 1hat It does no1 confl.C:1 with v1.s,1or ult 
.}nd Nt fundt Mld naff to tul>tNM 11 .,, iiva1labltt. 
Slruc-tor.i ~1nfor~t ._...,11 be rtqu,,td 10 ~n 
,~ic UH ot the 5e0Dnd lloof 

The ne1~bortiood 1$0n-i! whteh hid dl!llfKJfilted. ,1nd 
11 now tw,ng r-enew«I throu~ 1he t'tfons ot 
,ndf\.idu.11 pr~owrwn.lnd lhevc,y .c:,ve\b.lnt 
Auburn Communrty Council of the o\ntf?O\'fflY 
program. Tht' N11t,onal P,11\; Ser.ice should tnc:Ourilgit 
.trd coope:ralt m th1$ progr,m by dt!V't!IOP,ng lhe Tah 
Houw MW fJl'OUnds to Pf0'¥tdt .... h1$10,ee,lly accurate 
and aei1het1caUy appealing CO"'"\po\lOon. by 
fflCO!.Jn910i tbu1tlng propesiy owners 10 clean up the 
~llv 31ong ttie nonh pro~ Imo. and, ,f laail 
()'oups so des.re. by encouraging uw of the S.te 
lacihttes tor ~I cornffl\ln,ty 4J"OUP tN'l"t1ngs:_ 

At present, PfOl~tion ,s prcwtdfd by • fa,nlly 'hho 
OCQJPY • f,rst floor IPll1"""'t. Continued residmt&II 
""' of tht' hOute IS not recommended p,otoc:tion Ynll 
be p,o,..tded by Cnc1nnatt police, by automate 
dttcct1on svstems and by thr interest and goodwill of 
Site ne4'bors The nurest ftrr s:uoon 11 w.thin ten 
blodu. Orstt.ct police heMQuarten we •boul a n,1lt 
M"d , tuiif hom the Sitt. 

TIIYO oonMder-atlDffl ue p.w-aff'IOunt in de-.-~ng tn, 

proposed Wdham Howard Tah Nauonal H1nooc Site 
Fust, lhe locauon of the Snt 1n rel;u,on to cenltr 
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~•rv. tht nature of e>tt1t1ng put.the tr1nlC)Ortatt0n, and 
ovc:rloadt'd netgt,bofhood p.1rk1ng l;ac:ilh1ts comb1nt 
to 'Nlkt P,0'¥,sion of v11110, P•k1n9 h4'ily desir~ 
1f not t'IM1'U.ai. Second. ~ ~tir• Nilf •ac:re of tht 
T1h proPt'f1.y rs needf!d tor landsupc ~top,nent to 
pro-,fde ,n tff«:tivt set11n9 lot lht Houie 

Ttus pltn proposes reno~oon Jnd la~ 
devel~• of tht eno,e T•h propttty. ard 
develoc,ment of the lot ad1oming ,t on the north for 
v,s,1or p,rk,ng The Tait Memonal has offered to 
acquire the ad~cen, P'Oi>ertY. cle.,,- !l ,nc:t donate ,, 
10 the Fed,.,.al pemff'ffll The N.n!Otla) H1nonc S.11 
1s: not fa1,ble unlm 1h11, PfOfleftV CM'I be 1eq1.11rfd. 
P.-king on this Site w,II not be v111bte from Aub.ifn 
Avenue, and retnOYal of the s:1ructvre now standing 
on the fol will help recrea1e the ong1,,.1 settiog of thf 
Taf1Hotn, 

All VtS1tor UM. adrrun,n~t,ve and opef'IUQn,11 txih 
tie wlll bt ptov,ded w1th1n liae Tah t.orn... Rec:om· 
mended IPICe .alocoltlOffl are shown on c:,ege 19 

The ex1er,or of the hont pan of the building h• 
bttr'I restored to tts or11J1"" ac>Pt¥~. us,ng modarn 
rNU!ru1l1 The 1ntenof his been ah•ld 111,a the T ah 
years, and the en1we bu1ld,ng, ~~llv the 1851 
addition. reQu1res ext~ive rci,a11 to 1roke II safe and 
e.JS.iiy n1;11nw1nec:L 

tn1enor tffl0'1ib0n is rl'IOO~ Oflly for thOM: 

rooms 10 ~ e•h,boed. ma.nly on the fin:t fk>of 
Rema1n1n9 rooms 1ihould be ,etiabilit11ed and 
,rfinlShlld 10 reflec:1 1he spmt of the 0,1911·~ house 
....,,thou, attf'!'nC)tmg h,tl restorations 

Re:nor•t 10n ~nd develoPfl"llent plans. have been 
prepared by th~ firm of Wood and Kock 1n 
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collat>or-auon with Paul V. Ki~. TI-leSe plans. with 
sorn,. modificat-Ons, we,e used as the ba5is fa< the 
General Oevetopment ~an. Research will be requ1red 
to confirm the- room layouts and establish exurior 
details and the historic appearance of the grounds 
The staircase in the rear addition is a non-.h,stooc 
;,rol)O$.al to meet local codes. and should be omined 
11 local a-uhoritie will ~ee. 
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Public Law 91-1 lZ 
9lat Congrcaa, H. R. 7066 

December z. l 9b9 

Tu (ll'U'ld.- tor 11w ,,.. ....... Jun4"01 (,f u~ \\11U•111 H ••nl Tdt ,,.,._,..._.1 lll•t .. ,1, 
Siu•. 

/Ir ,t, 0,1,,/ l,y tit, .,,,.di, ,,,.,J Jlt,,,.~~ , f J:'l' ~ .. 1,,, .. ·,~ ,,, ,1,,. 

l"11,t,1/ -'latt~ of .lo ,,;r-,1 in f'tmgr,,., O••~ l,lt:.,l, Th t, in or.Irr M 

~,r;j~: 1\" I \~;"::;rn~}1'\~-~•1t11~::~';i:!:~:-~\I T~•,~~'~'.'.~ ~'.~,~ r~.._ :f ~j.i,: 
lnu.•r,C>t 1~ -tu1horiud f11nn1niN', hJ J,,1,~11011 nr i,11rd1:1-.f' u_itli 1lo111H.-tl 
fond, '-u..-11 laud and 1111tn-~1-.. m 111ml. h:,-,:t"tl~ .. "1tl1 l,u11duii:, 11n4I 
impro, m,e-nt:- lllf'l'f'l')II 1uul u1du1hn;.: ,.,.n~ v;,.._•1m·11h, ;ti or Iii the 

J~:.:~~~ C\~~~l~::::r~.,~-~r::::; c;t;~~~·· 1
T~)ft "\ :; 1:~:.:t"'li1

,
1~!:~1:-111:1',1

: 

Bound•~- llap.- uumh,erNJ T.\110-~"lll•"·'· ""d 1):t1td .\us.,-,,,1 l!"tt~' 
Th~ d_nawinJ: ~hall W on hie- and a,:,ailitb 1: for 1,ul,11~ iu,IM'l"I 1011 in 
tl1f nfli~ of tht ~1U1orul J~rl. ~nwt. l\·pnrt111tnl of th, ll11tti11r. 
~~:~:n~IT:t;!n:•~:t;~tt' ~Mll ~ l,ao,,n , .. ,1~ \\'1lli11m H1nq1rd Tdt 

~u:. ·! TI,,. Mmini..,.n1in11, dt>\l'l,1pn1.-1 ,. 1•~nnuon. 11.11,l 1111u11k
l\tr"t' of thf' W1lh111m Hmunl Td1 ~,t1 Al lf: .. 1or1<· ;-.11.-.. J1111l l1t 
f'J:t'""i"fd h, tht ~ r\l,it\ of tlu• lnltnor Ill 111.,·cnrd."lll•..- \\llb thl' 
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