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Thewomen'srightsmovement wasrooted
inthefertileground of central New York.
Thisareawasknownfor sweeping reform,
which burned across the landscape
throughvillage, town, and city likeaprare
onfire. Much of thisreform was dueto
the numerous membersof the Society of
Friends, or Quakers, who made their
homes here. A progressive branch of
Quakerslived in and around Waterloo.
At atimein Americawhen women had
virtualy norights, these Quakersprovided
model relationships where men and
womenworked andlivedinequdity. How
did their influence help make the first
Women'sRights Convention asuccess?
How did their progressiveway of living
affect us? A look at two of these Quaker
familiesprovidestheanswer.

Thomasand Mary Ann M’ Clintock came
fromaQuaker community in Philadelphia
where Thomas had been acknowledged
asaminister. TheQuakersdid not ordain
ministers, but instead recognized certain
individuasasgifted. Followingamigration
of Quakersto new settlementsinwestern
New York, the M’ Clintock family
(including Thomas' sister, Sarah) settled
in Waterloo. They rented a home and
sorefromWeterloo'swedthiest and most
prominent citizen, their brother-in-law
Richard Hunt.

ABOLITION

The M’ Clintock and the Hunt families
were bound together by morethan family
relations. Both families adamantly
opposed davery and believed their lives

shouldreflect their religiousconvictions.
Richard Hunt’s textile mill produced
woolen cloth, purposdy avoidingtheuse
of cotton becauseit was cultivated by
southern daves. Thismill oncesupplied
cloth for a suit worn by abolitionist
William Lloyd Garrison at the World
Anti-Slavery ConventioninLondonin
1840, asuit Garrison proudly proclaimed
as having been manufactured free of
davelabor.

Mary Ann M’ Clintock
(From Jane C. Hunt’s personal photo album,
courtesy of the Waterloo Historical Society)

PUBLIC ACTION

Though Quakerssupported abalition, not
al did so publicly or participated in
discussonsof davery. ThomasandMary
Ann M’ Clintock, however, wereactive
supportersof the abolition movement.
They had beenfoundersof Philaddphia’s
Free Produce Society. Just asaperson
today might decideto purchase goods
manufactured freeof child labor, theFree
Produce Society promoted aboycott of
all goods produced through davelabor.
TheM'’ Clintockscontinued their boycott
of slave-made goods after they moved
to Waterloo. Thomastook out adsinthe
Seneca County Courier which proudly
announced that all merchandisecarried
in hisstorewas made without the use of
davelabor.



THE HICKSITES

By 1828, Quakers had separated into
two branches: the Orthodox, and the
more progressive Hicksites. Most
Quakersin the Waterl oo areabel onged
to the Hicksite branch and met in the
JuniusMonthly Meeting, northwest of the
village. TheM’ Clintockstook an active
partinthesemeetings. Lucretiaand James
Mott, from Pennsylvania, were also
membersof theHicksite Friends.

The Hunt House
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THE PROGRESSIVE FRIENDS AND
WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Among themoretraditiona Friends, men
and women met separately when making
decisonsinfathaffairs. Many Hicksites
thought of this as a flaw in Quaker
practice, which viewed men and women
asequal intheeyesof God; if men and
women were equal, why shouldn’t they
meet together? By the 1840s, some
Hicksite Quakersyearned to correct this
and explored the extension of further
power towomen inthefaith.

These explorations occurred at the same
timethat many womenin Americawere
reaching out for greater control of their
lives. Saciety prohibited women from
inheriting property, signing contracts,
servingonjuriesand voting in elections.
Most collegesrefused to admit women,
expecting them to become housewives.
Opportunities for employment were
limited to teaching or working intextile
mills. On average, womenwerepadonly
half of what menwerepaid for thesame
work. Much of theworld'sdoorswere
closed to women, and husbands and
fathersdirected their lives. But women
were beginning to clamor for rightsand
yearned to break free of society’s
shackles binding them to kitchen and
cradle.

Inthe summer of 1848, abreak occurred
when approximately 200 Hicksites,
including theHuntsand theM’ Clintocks,
formed an even more radical Quaker
group, known asthe Yearly Meeting of
Congregational Friends, or Progressive
Friends. In additionto opposing davery,
the Progressive Friends sought waysto
increasetheinfluenceof womeninaffairs

of thefaith. They introducedjoint meetings
of men and women, giving women an
equal voiceand foreshadowing equality
between men and women in American

society.

THE CONVENTION

The Progressive Friends came into
existence just weeks before the
groundbreaking event of the first
Women’sRights Convention in Seneca
Falls. Visiting central New York that
summer for avariety of reasons, Lucretia
Mott attended the yearly gathering in
which the Progressive Friends|eft the
Hicksites. OnJuly 9shejoined Mary Ann
M’ Clintock, Jane Hunt, MarthaWright,
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton at agethering
at theHunt homein Waterloo and heard
Stanton vent alifetime’ sworth of pent-
upfrustration and her “long accumulating
discontent” about women’s place in
society. Moved by her sentiments, the
group resolved to hold awomen’srights
convention. Of thefivewomen, all but
Stanton had Quaker backgrounds.
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Thomas and Mary Ann M’ Clintock
hosted the planning session for the
convention in their home, and the
Declaration of Sentimentswasdraftedin
their parlor. Thisdocument, read at the
first Women’s Rights Convention,
proclamedthat “ All menandwomenare
createdequa.” TheM’ Clintocksutilized
their vast public speaking and
organizationa experienceinprovidinga
critica dement necessary for asuccessful
convention. Though Lucretia Mott's
reputation as a speaker drew the
audience, sherecognized Elizabeth Cady

Stantonand Mary Ann M’ Clintock asthe |

“chief planners and architects’ of the
convention. Mary Ann'sdaughter, Mary
M’ Clintock, served asthe convention
secretary and hel ped edit the published
proceedings.

Thesite chosen for the convention was
the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in
SenecaFalls. Built by acongregation of

abolitionists and financed in part by
Richard Hunt, it had been the scene of
many reform lectures, andwaslikely the
only largebuildingintheareathat would
open its doors to a women's rights
convention.

Women were not the only Quakerswho
provided leadership in the convention.
JamesMott and ThomasM'’ Clintock lent
their skillsinchairingthepublicsessons,
and ThomasM’ Clintock al'so gaveashort
gpeech, highlighting unequal lawsof the
day.

“A GRAND SUCCESS”

TheHunts, the M’ Clintocks, and other
Progressive Friends profoundly affected
the success of thefirst Women'sRights
Convention. At least 23 Quakerssigned
the Declaration of Sentiments, making up
thelargest snglegrouptodoso. Nineteen
of thesebelonged to the JuniusM eting.

Even more important than their
attendance, Quakersprovided awealth
of experience in public speaking and
organizing meetings. Thiswould prove
invaluablein the ongoing struggle for
equality. Their influencewasfelt at the
Rochester Women'sRights Convention,
heldjust twoweeksafter the SenecaFdls
Convention, when awoman chaired the
proceedings. This critical step in

| leadership would be continued at all

futureWomen'sRightsconventions.

Thework of these Progressive Quakers
helped initiate sweeping changes in
America, changesthat would reflect their
ideals of equality. The lessons they
provided in how to change society
through public action are reflected in
today’s rallies, demonstrations, and
socid activism.

Jane Hunt
(From Jane C. Hunt's personal photo album,
courtesy of the Waterloo Historical Society)
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