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WESLEYAN CHAPEL

WESLEYAN METHODIST SOCIETY OF SENECA FALLS

In March, 1843, approximately 60
people organized the first Wesleyan
Methodist Society of Seneca Falls.
Formed as a result of a dispute with
the Methodist Episcopal church,
Wesleyan Methodist societies were
created throughout the northern
states as a demonstration against
slavery. These societies were not
only concerned about slavery.
They also spoke out on other
reform issues such as temperance
and women's rights.

A chapel was built at the comer of
Fall and Mynderse Streets in Seneca
Falls and dedicated in October,

1843. Not only was the Chapel to
be used for religious services; it was
opened to all reform speakers free of
charge. Many prominent speakers,
including Frederick Douglass and
Matilda Joslyn Gage, used the
platform offered by the Wesleyan
Methodist Society. The fledgling

Free Soil Party of Seneca Falls
utilized the Wesleyan Chapel to
hold its organizational meetings.
This sympathetic congregation that
welcomed a wide-range of reform
and political speakers was the
perfect setting for a Women's
Rights Convention.

FIRST WOMEN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION

On the morning of July 19, 1848,
the streets of Seneca Falls were

crowded with people making their
way to the Wesleyan Chapel to
attend the Women's Rights Con
vention. Many people arrived
before the doors of the Chapel were
unlocked, so Elizabeth Cady Stan-

ton's nephew was lifted through the
window to unlock the doors and

allow them access to the building.

Once everyone was seated, the
Convention began. One of the first
orders of business was the reading of
the Declaration of Sentiments by

Stanton. The Declaration of

Sentiments, based on the Declara

tion of Independence, listed many
of the women's grievances against
society and demanded basic rights
of self-determination. Throughout
both days of the Convention, much
discussion was raised on the i^ue of

women's suffrage as a part of the
Declaration. During the final hours
of the Convention, the Declaration
of Sentiments was approved intact
and signed. One hundred people
signed the document - 68 women
and 32 men. One third of the

signers belonged to the Wesleyan
Methodist Society.




