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E X E C U T I V E SUMMARY 

The house at 17 Madison Street, Rochester, New York, was built in the mid-nineteenth 

century and was home to Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906) for the last forty years of her life. 

After her sister Mary died in 1907, the house was bought by a private party and held in 

private ownership until 1945, when it was purchased by the Susan B. Anthony Memorial, 

Inc. The Memorial continues to own and operate the house but its name was changed in 

1997 to the Susan B. Anthony House, Inc. Assembling over time a collection of furnishings 

and artifacts associated with Anthony, the organization has maintained the building as a 

house museum since 1945. 

Purpose and Background of this Study 
The purpose of this study is to evaluate the Susan B. Anthony house for possible inclusion 

in the National Park System and to report this evaluation to Congress. Under guidelines for 

such studies, a potential park unit must meet criteria of national significance, suitability, 

and feasibility; if the proposed unit meets these criteria, the National Park Service (NPS) 

study team develops and evaluates management options. 

Anthony's prominence in American history keeps the house in the limelight. In 1965, 

the house was designated a National Historic Landmark (NHL). The National Park Service 

is responsible for monitoring the condition of National Historic Landmarks, and, based on 

a brief reconnaissance study in 1979, the National Park Service concluded that the house, 

owned by an organization dedicated to its preservation and open to the public, was suffi

ciently protected. Although there was real concern about the viability of the Memorial— 

many members were elderly—that reconnaissance study report noted: 

Some of the individuals who initially purchased the site are still members of the 
memorial group. They are fiercely proud that they have accomplished this on their own 
and have been reluctant to accept any kind of outside help such as government grants or 
loans, which they feel might bring unwanted interference with management of the site.1 

In a letter transmitting the study to the director of the National Park Service, the 

regional director concluded that there was no need for National Park Service management, 

however uncertainty about the future of the Susan B. Anthony House suggested monitoring 

the situation and providing technical assistance.2 

In the late 1970s, the National Park Service studied the Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

house in Seneca Falls, fifty-five miles east of Rochester, which was then a private residence 

and closed to the public. That study ultimately led Congress to create Women's Rights 
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National Historical Park. The park's 1991 General Management Plan Amendment said that 
the park "was authorized by Congress on December 28, 1980 to commemorate the 1848 
Women's Rights Convention and the continuing struggle for women's rights."3 The park 
contains the homes of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Mary Ann M'Clintock, the remains of 
the Wesleyan Chapel where the Declaration of Sentiments from the nation's first women's 
rights convention was promulgated in 1848, a visitor center, a suffrage print shop, and a 
women's suffrage museum. In 2000, Congress amended the park's legislation to authorize 
the acquisition of the Jane and Richard Hunt house, site of the planning activities for the 
1848 convention. 

In the early 1990s, the National Park Service provided 
technical assistance in resource preservation and visitor services 
to the Susan B. Anthony Memorial, Inc. In 1991, new concern 
about the Memorial's continued viability prompted the National 
Park Service to schedule a special resource study to look in more 
depth at the house and its future management. 

In 1993 and 1994 the special resource study team, based in 
the Boston Support Office, conducted site visits, interviews, 
meetings, and carried out research. The process involved close 
consultation with the Susan B. Anthony Memorial, Inc., whose 
board members and staff provided invaluable information and 
perspective; and the National Park Service study team arranged 
visits for staff of the Susan B. Anthony House to several historic 
sites in the Boston area. The study team also included staff 
members of Women's Rights National Historical Park, whose 
knowledge of the themes and connections between Anthony and 
Stanton is critical. A site visit by the NPS regional curator in 
1993 confirmed the direction of the Memorial in pursuing 
funding for cataloging and managing its collections. The study 
team received public input at a neighborhood meeting and 
through meetings with city officials and historic preservationists 
in 1994, as well as with various members of the Memorial 
board. A draft report was written in 1996 reflecting research and 
analysis to that time. This final report is a revision of the earlier 
draft, updated as warranted. 

Susan B. Anthony at her 
front door at 17 Madison 
Street, Rochester, New York, 
circa 1900 

Since 1996, the Susan B. Anthony House, Inc. has carried out a capital campaign, 
raised $1.5 million, acquired three adjacent houses for administrative and visitor services, 
expanded visitor and school programs, and constructed a visitor and education center. 
Through the National Historic Landmarks program, the House received $500,000 in 
federal funds in 1998 for the preservation of the site. The House, with a current endow
ment of $9,000 and no debt, has gone from a budget of $100,000 in 1996 to $220,000 in 
2001. 
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Conclusion 

The NPS has determined on the basis of this study that the Susan B. Anthony house meets 
the criterion of significance, but because it is successfully managed by the Susan B. Anthony 
House, Inc., it does not meet the criterion for suitability and thus there is no need to inves
tigate feasibility. The study was conducted at the reconnaissance level and no alternatives 
were considered. Thus there is no consideration of environmental impacts. 

This report does not recommend incorporating the Anthony house in the National 
Park System at this time. It explicates the significance of Anthony, her work with Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton on women's rights, her connection to 17 Madison Street, and suggests a range 
of potential partnerships between the Susan B. Anthony House, Inc. and the National Park 
Service, particularly with staff at the Women's Rights National Historical Park. The report 
recommends formalizing and regularizing a relationship between the National Park Service 
and the Anthony house through cooperative agreements with Women's Rights NHP and 
the Susan B. Anthony House, which will further the preservation and interpretation of 
women's rights sites. 

' National Park Service North Atlantic Region, "Susan B. Anthony House Reconnaissance Survey" (May 1979), 7. 

^ Memorandum signed by Jack E. Stark, Regional Director North Atlantic Region, to Director, National Park 

Service, Mar. 30, 1979. 

•* National Park Service, Women's Rights National Historical Park, Amendment to the General Management Plan of 
1986, January 1991. 
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SUSAN B. ANTHONY'S PLACE IN HISTORY 

Susan B. Anthony at age 28 

It will be always a matter of the keenest regret that she did not live to see the complete 
realization of her three-score years of heroic endeavor, but she died in the perfect faith 
that, in the not distant future, women will surely be protected by the law in their political 
rights as they are today in all others. . . . All the vast army of women who are now 
carrying forward her work to completion, all who shall hereafter take it up, will receive as 
a blessed inheritance something of her indomitable will, dauntless courage, limitless 
patience, perseverance, optimism, faith. 

—Ida Husted Harper, September 4 

Susan B. Anthony was called by many names — the Napoleon of the 

woman's rights movement; the Gladstone among women; the great 

Liberator of women. She was to the cause of woman's emancipation 

what William Lloyd Garrison was to abolition. Anthony is recognized 

universally today, nearly a century after her death, as the person most 

associated with the woman suffrage movement. 

When Susan Brownell Anthony died at the age of eighty-six in 

1906, women had made great progress in their quests for equality. They 

were entering professions previously denied them, they were obtaining 

higher educations, they were entering trades and industry, and rhey 

were eliminating many legal obstacles to access and opportunity for 

their sex. However, all the honor credited to Anthony at her death did 

not change the reality that American women of all classes and races 

were not enfranchised. 

The Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, known as the "Susan 

B. Anthony Amendment," was not ratified by the required state legislatures until 1920, 

exactly one hundred years after Anthony's birth. At its passage, American women were 

indebted to the woman who labored for that vote for more than fifty years. Susan B. 

Anthony had worked for many human-rights struggles, but more than anyone else it was 

she who organized the women's rights movement, trained its leaders, and focused its efforts 

on obtaining the vote. 

The Anthony Family 

Susan Brownell Anthony was born on February 15, 1820, in Adams, Massachusetts, a 

wealthy community of orthodox Quakers. Anthony was profoundly affected both by her 

Quaker background and her family's independence. Born of a Quaker father and a Baptist 
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mother, Susan was the second oldest of seven children, six of whom reached adulthood — 
Guelma, Susan, Hannah, Daniel, Mary, and Jacob Merritt. She was also born within years 
of the births of two other future leaders of the women's rights movement — Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton (1815-1902) and Lucy Stone (1818-1898). 

Anthony came from an ordinary, hard-working family. Her education was limited, and 
her domestic duties were many in a house fdled with children and boarders. She occasion
ally worked in her father's textile mill, but in the late 1830s during an economic depression 
she became a teacher, the only profession open to middle-class women. During the 1840s 
Anthony held positions in several different schools, including head of the "female depart
ment" of the academy in Canajoharie, New York. By the late 1840s she was weary of 
teaching and turned her energies to the temperance reform movement. 

Reformers of the Time 
For most of the nineteenth century numerous economic, 
religious, social, and political movements swept 
American society. Western New York State was especially 
affected by several religious and reform movements from 
1830 to 1870. Rochester was a boom town after the 
opening of the Erie Canal, both a commercial center for 
an agricultural area and an avenue for goods, people, and 
ideas traveling from east to west. Many women's worlds 
were affected by these changes during the century, and 
Rochester was home to activists from a variety of reli
gious, economic, and other backgrounds. Many of these 
activists were women working in temperance, benevo
lence, abolitionism, and women's rights, all movements 
of national scope by the 1850s. 

By 1850 Anthony had returned to her family, now 
living in Rochester, New York. Her parents' farm was a 
gathering place for reformers such as William Lloyd 
Garrison and Frederick Douglass. Anthony met other 
reformers, including Lucretia Mott, Amelia Bloomer, 
Lucy Stone, William Henry Channing, Stephen and 
Abby Kelley Foster, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and her 
temperance activities soon gave way to antislavery and 
women's rights work. 

Photograph taken betiveen 1848 and 1865 

Several incidents document Anthony's staunch defense of equal rights for blacks. She 
once fired her secretary for refusing, on the basis of race, to take dictation from the promi
nent black woman reformer, Ida B. Wells, who was a guest in Anthony's home. Anthony 
was also friends with Frederick Douglass despite their differences over strategy. She spoke at 
his funeral, and later, the black community in Rochester was the first to memorialize her 
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with a stained glass window in their church. 

Anthony's successful effort to enroll women at the University of Rochester shows how 
she and her community supported each other. For many years Susan and Mary Anthony 
had tried to generate public interest in admitting women to the university, and in 1898 the 
board of trustees agreed to admit women if $50,000 were raised for the purpose. In 1900 
Susan Anthony almost single-handedly raised the last $8,000 of this total, $2,000 of which 
she pledged with her own life insurance. Her attempt to vote in 1872 also illustrates her 
support within the community: more than sixty other local women risked censure to follow 
her lead. 

In 1892, Anthony was appointed a trustee of the State Industrial School, located in 
Rochester. In 1893 she was responsible for the organization of Rochester Women's 
Educational and Industrial Union, to aid working women, including legal aid. Also, in 
addition to her Quaker ties, Anthony and her sister Mary were for more than fifty years 
faithful members of the congregation of the First Unitarian Church of Rochester, a center 
of the abolitionist and women's rights movements. 

Having lived in or around Rochester for sixty years, Anthony associated with other 
local activists including Rhoda DeGarmo, Sarah Fish, Amy Post, Mary Hallowell, Catharine 
Fish Stebbins, Sarah Hallowell Willis, and other reformers both before and after the Civil 
War. By the 1870s women's public participation in and efforts toward promoting social 
change was commonly accepted in Rochester, and during Anthony's later years of residence 
there she was constantly sought after as a speaker and organizer for local causes. In the 
1880s, 17 Madison Street served as the office of the Rochester Political Equality Club. 

The women's rights movement that developed before the Civil War emerged from 
women's growing awareness of their common economic, legal, and social problems. The 
movement was an outgrowth of antebellum reform politics, especially the antislavery 
movement. The women and men involved with women's rights reform borrowed from anti-
slavery ideology and envisioned equality and independence for women. Their most radical 
proposal was suffrage for women. More than any other achievement, women's rights 
reformers believed that woman suffrage would improve women's status in society and end 
their dependence upon men. Her desire to speak and shape the agendas of temperance and 
teachers' conventions met with strong resistance, and she soon came to believe that women 
could effectively work for reform of any sort only when they had equal rights. 

Demand for woman suffrage first found a voice in Seneca Falls, New York. The Seneca 
Falls Convention in 1848 was the first political meeting in the United States to deal with 
women's rights. Out of this convention, attended by 300 people, came the "Declaration of 
Sentiments," modeled on the Declaration of Independence. Convention attendees unani
mously approved the resolutions accompanying the Declaration of Sentiments—except for 
the one demanding the vote. This convention was followed two weeks later by an even 
larger meeting in Rochester, New York. Anthony's father Daniel, mother Lucy, and sister 
Mary attended the Rochester convention, while Susan was teaching in Canajoharie. 
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The Leadership of Anthony and Stanton 
In 1851 Anthony was introduced to Elizabeth Cady Stanton by Amelia Bloomer, reportedly 

as they met on a street corner in Seneca Falls after Anthony had attended antislavery 

lectures in Syracuse, New York. Anthony and Stanton became "fast friends," referred to each 

other as "Mrs. Stanton" and "Susan," and together led the women's rights movement for the 

next fifty years. 

First working together in temperance reform, Anthony and Stanton 

were soon frustrated by the limited roles they, as women, were allowed 

to play; conservative temperance clergy and women reformers turned 

a deaf ear on their request that their political and reform ideas be 

heard. As a result Anthony and Stanton founded the Woman's 

State Temperance Society of New York in April 1852, a prece

dent for several later organizations they would form, with 

Stanton as president and Anthony as secretary or vice-presi

dent. 

Anthony gained a reputation among reformers as an 

exceptional organizer. Between 1854 and 1860 she, with 

various committees, planned and managed many state and 

national women's rights conventions held in New York. She 

also organized county-by-county, door-to-door canvasses seeking 

signatures for woman suffrage and for reforms in the Married 

Woman's Property Law. She was determined to bring women into 

the women's rights movement. In every community she visited she 

found people sympathetic to women's rights and encouraged women 

to participate in meetings, often while spending the night as a guest in 

their homes, where she might draw out women reticent to speak in public. 

One Anthony biographer described her approach: 

Susan B. Anthony and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

Here was the core of Anthony's organizing strategy: Take a concrete issue, such as intem
perance; analyze the problem; formulate a specific demand . . .; then urge women to take 
practical, confrontational, and effective actions that logically followed from her analysis 
of the issue. She was determined not only to act on behalf of women, but to mobilize 
women to act for themselves.5 

Anthony and Stanton were active in the antislavery movement in the 1850s. Anthony 

became the first female paid organizer for the New York Anti-Slavery Society in New York 

while at the same time she directed the women's rights campaigns in New York. Armed with 

her political organizing experience in temperance reform and then in women's rights, 

Anthony was an effective abolitionist. She and her companions lectured against slavery in 

western New York and on several occasions in 1861 faced hostility and violence. 

During the Civil War Anthony and Stanton organized the National Women's Loyal 

League to demand the constitutional abolition of slavery and the emancipation of women. 


