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Since Yellowstone National Park was established in 

1872, three hundred and thirty species of birds have been 

documented. This is quite remarkable, especially when 

you consider the harsh environmental conditions that 

characterize the area. The diversity is due to the variety of 

habitat types here, from lower elevation sagebrush-grasslands 

and riparian-willow communities to high elevation alpine 

meadows and whitebark pine forests. 

The Yellowstone National Park Bird Program monitors a 

variety of birds and invites your participation. We designed 

this checklist to provide you with an up-to-date list of the 

park's birds, following the guidelines of the American 

Ornithologists Union (AOU). It also provides an observation 

form so you can contribute your sightings to the park's data, 

which will enhance our knowledge of Yellowstone's bird life. 

We thank Lisa Baril, Mark Donahue, Katy Duffy, Leslie 

Henry, and John Parker for helpful suggestions to the 

checklist. 

Thank you for your interest in Yellowstone's birds. 

The Yellowstone National Park Bird Program 

December 2010 
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B Breeders: Species known to have nested or produced dependent 
young 

b breeder?: Species suspected of breeding, but not yet confirmed 
W Winter (Dec.-Feb.): Resident, observed most winters 1975-2006 
w winter (Dec.-Feb.): Observed fewer than 5 winters 1975-2006 
T Transient: >20 records usually observed during migration, but can 

occur at any time of the year 
* < 20 records usually observed during migration, but can occur at 

any time of the year 
+ Yellowstone National Park welcomes additional information 

regarding this species. Please fill out the observation form in this 

brochure. Thank you. 

SWANS, GEESE, & DUCKS 

• Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) *_ 
• Snow Goose (Chen caerulescens) T__ 

D Ross's Goose (Chen rossii) T_ 
• Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) BW_ 
• Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsonii) *_ 

• Brant (Branta bernicla) *_ 
D Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator) +BW_ 
• Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus) T_ 
• Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus) *_ 
• Wood Duck (Aixsponsa) +T_ 

• Gadwall (Anas strepera) Bw_ 
• Eurasian Wigeon (Anaspenelope) *_ 
• American Wigeon (Anas americana) Bw_ 
• American Black Duck (Anas rubripes) *_ 
• Mallard (Anasplatyrhynchos) BW_ 
• Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors) Bw_ 
• Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera) B_ 

D Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) Bw_ 
• Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) BW_ 
• Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) BW_ 
• Canvasback (Aythya valisineria) B_ 
D Redhead (Aythya americana) B_ 
• Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris) B_ 
• Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) *_ 
• Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) B_ 
• Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) +B_ 
• Surf Scoter (Melanittaperspicillata) *_ 
• White-winged Scoter (Melanittafusca) *_ 
• Black Scoter (Melanitta nigra) *_ 
• Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) *_ 
• Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) BW_ 
• Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) W_ 
D Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) BW_ 
D Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus) +B_ 
• Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) BW_ 
• Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus senator) +T_ 
• Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) B_ 

PARTRIDGES, GROUSE, TURKEYS, & QUAIL 

• Chukar (Alectoris chukar) *_ 
• Gray Partridge (Perdixperdix) +B_ 
• Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) BW_ 
• Dusky Grouse (Dendragapus obscurus), 

formerly Blue Grouse Bw_ 
• Wild Turkey (Meleagrisgallopavo) *_ 

LOONS 

• Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) *_ 
• Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) +_ 
• Common Loon (Gavia immer) +B_ 

GREBES 

• Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbuspodiceps) Bw_ 
• Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus) +T_ 
• Red-necked Grebe (Podicepsgrisegena) +B_ 
• Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis) B_ 
• Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis) T_ 
• Clark's Grebe (Aechmophorus clarkii) *T_ 

PELICANS 

• American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) B_ 

CORMORANTS 

• Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) B_ 

BITTERNS & HERONS 

• American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus) +B_ 
D Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) BW_ 

• Great Egret (Ardea alba) *_ 
• Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) *_ 
• Tricolored Heron (Egretta tricolor) *_ 
• Cattle Egret (Bubuluc ibis) *_ 
• Green Heron (Butorides virescens) *_ 

• Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) *_ 

IBISES & SPOONBILLS 

• Glossy Ibis (Plegadisfalcinellus) *_ 
• White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) T_ 

STORKS 

• Wood Stork (Mycteria americana) *_ 

AMERICAN VULTURES 

• Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) +T_ 

KITES, HAWKS, EAGLES, & ALLIES 

• Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) B_ 
• Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) BW_ 
• Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) +Bw_ 
• Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) +Bw_ 
• Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) +BW_ 
• Northern Goshawk (Accipitergentilis) +Bw_ 
• Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) *_ 
• Broad-winged Hawk (Buteoplatypterus) *_ 
D Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) +B_ 
• Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) Bw_ 
• Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) +T_ 
D Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus) +W_ 
• Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) +BW_ 

CARACARAS & FALCONS 

D Crested Caracara (Caracaraplancus) *_ 
• American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) +Bw_ 
• Merlin (Ealco columbarius) +T_ 
• Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus) *+_ 
D Peregrine Falcon (Falcoperegrinus) B_ 
• Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) +Bw_ 

RAILS, GALLINULES, & COOTS 

• Yellow Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis) *_ 
• Virginia Rail (Rallus limicola) +Bw_ 
• Sora (Porzana Carolina) B_ 
• American Coot (Fulica americana) Bw_ 

CRANES 

D Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis) B_ 
D Whooping Crane (Grus americana) +_ 

PLOVERS & LAPWINGS 

• Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) *_ 
• Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) *_ 
• Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) ....*_ 

D Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) Bw_ 

STILTS &AVOCETS 

D Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) *_ 
• American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) T_ 

SANDPIPERS, PHALAROPES, & ALLIES 

• Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) T_ 
• Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringaflavipes) T_ 
• Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) T_ 
• Willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus) T_ 
• Wandering Tattler (Heteroscelus incanus) *_ 
• Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularia) B_ 
• Upland Sandpiper (Bartramialongicauda) *_ 

D Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) +B_ 
• Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) *_ 

• Marbled Godwit (Limosafedoa) T_ 
• Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) *_ 
• Red Knot (Calidris canutus) *_ 
• Sanderling (Calidris alba) *_ 
• Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidrispusilla) *_ 
• Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) *_ 
• Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) *_ 
• White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidrisfuscicollis) *_ 
D Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) *_ 
• Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) *_ 
• Dunlin (Calidris alpina) *_ 
• Stilt Sandpiper (Calidris himantopus) *_ 
D Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromusgriseus) *_ 
• Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) ....*_ 

• Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) BW_ 
D Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) +B_ 
• Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) *_ 



SWALLOWS 

• Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) B_ 
• Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) B_ 
• Northern Rough-winged Swallow 

(Stelgidopteryx serripennis) B_ 
• Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) B_ 
• Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidonpyrrhonota) B_ 
• Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) B_ 

TITMICE, NUTHATCHES, & CREEPERS 

• Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) . . . +BW_ 
D Mountain Chickadee (Poecilegambeli) BW„ 
• Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) BW_ 
• White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) . . . . BW, 
• Pygmy Nuthatch (Sittapygmaea) *_ 
• Brown Creeper (Certhia americana) BW_ 

WRENS 

D Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) B_ 
• Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus) *_ 
• House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) Bw_ 
• Winter Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes) *w_ 
D Sedge Wren (Cistothorus platensis) *_ 
• Marsh Wren (Cistothoruspalustris) +bW_ 

DIPPERS 

• American Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) BW_ 

OLD WORLD WARBLERS, GNATCATCHERS, OLD WORLD 
FLYCATCHERS, & THRUSHES 

• Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa) BW_ 
• Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula) B_ 
• Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea) *_ 
• Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) *_ 
• Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) B_ 
• Townsend's Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) BW„ 
• Veery (Catharusfuscescens) *_ 
• Swainson's Thrush (Catharus ustulatus) B_ 
• Hermit Thrush (Catharusguttatus) B_ 
• American Robin (Turdus migratorius) BW_ 
• Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius) *_ 

MOCKINGBIRDS, THRASHERS, & ALLIES 

• Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis) +bw_ 
• Northern Mockingbird (Mimuspolyglottos) *w_ 
• Sage Thrasher (Orescoptes montanus) B_ 
D Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum) *_ 

STARLINGS & ALLIES 

• European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) BW_ 

WAGTAILS & PIPITS 

• American Pipit (Anthus rubescens) Bw_ 
• Sprague's Pipit (Anthus spragueii) *_ 

Bird Observation Form 
If you observe a species marked with an asterisk (*) or a plus (+) or one 
not on this list, please fill out this form and turn it in at a visitor center or 
mail it to the address below. Thank you. 

Observer's Name 

Observer's Address 

Observer's Phone_ 

Witnesses 

Species 

Specific Location in Yellowstone, 

Date Observed 
Time 

Describe the habitat the bird was occupying 

Type of plumage/age 

Weather Conditions (circle one): 
Sunny Stormy Overcast 
Optics used: (circle one) 
Unaided eye Binoculars Spotting Scope 

Number of years experience wi th this species 

Number of times you have observed this species in the past 

ten years 

Bird Description: S j z e ) color, shape/length of bill, legs, tail, voice, 
behavior, number of individuals observed, sex, and how you eliminated 
look-alike species. (Use another page if necessary.) Photos of rare species 
are encouraged. 

Give this form to a ranger at a visitor center or mail to: 
Yellowstone Bird Observations 
Yellowstone Center for Resources 
P.O. Box 168 
Yellowstone, WY 82190 

SKUAS, GULLS, TERNS, & SKIMMERS 

• Parasitic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus) * 
• Laughing Gull (Larus articilla) * 
• Franklin's Gull (Laruspipixcan) +* 
• Bonaparte's Gull (LarusPhiladelphia) * 
• Mew Gull (Larus canus) * 
• Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) T 
• California Gull (Larus californicus) B 
• Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) * 
• Sabine's Gull (Xemasabini) * 
• Caspian Tern (Sterna caspia) +B 
• Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) * 
• Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) * 
• Forster's Tern (Sternaforsteri) * 
• Least Tern (Sterna antillarum) * 
• Black Tern (Chlidonias niger) +B 

AUKS, MURRES, & PUFFINS 

D Long-billed Murrelet (Brachyramphusperdix) * 

PIGEONS & DOVES 

D Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) BW 
D Band-tailed Pigeon (Patagioenasfasciata) * 
• Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) +* 
• White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) * 
• Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) +B 

CUCKOOS, ROADRUNNERS, & ANIS 

• Black-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus erythropthalmus) . . . . *+ 

OWLS 

• Barn Owl (Tyto alba) *+ 
• Flammulated Owl (Otusflammeolus) *+ 
• Western Screech-Owl (Megascops kennicottii) *+ 
• Eastern Screech-Owl (Megascops asio) *+ 
• Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) +BW 
D Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca) *+ 
• Northern Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidiumgnoma) +BW 
• Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) *+ 
D Great Gray Owl (Strix nebulosa) +BW 
• Long-eared Owl (Asio otus) *+B 
• Short-eared Owl (Asioflammeus) +B 
• Boreal Owl (Aegoliusfunereus) +Bw 
• Northern Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus) . . . . +Bw 

GOATSUCKERS 

• Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor) B 

SWIFTS 

D Vaux's Swift (Chaetura vauxi) * 
• White-throated Swift (Aeronautes saxatalis) B 

HUMMINGBIRDS 

• Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) *+ 
• Calliope Hummingbird (Stellula calliope) +B 
D Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorusplatycercus) +B 
• Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) +B 

WAXWINGS & SILKY-FLYCATCHERS 

D Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycillagarrulous) W 
• Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) +BW 
• Phainopepla (Phainopepla nitens) * 

WOOD-WARBLERS, TANAGERS, GROSBEAKS, SPARROWS, BUNTINGS, 
BLACKBIRDS, & ALLIES 

LTJ Tennessee Warbler (Vermivoraperegrina) * 
• Orange-crowned Warbler (Vermivora celata) +B 
• Nashville Warbler (Vermivora ruficapilla) * 
• Virginia's Warbler (Vermivora virginiae) * 
• Yellow Warbler (Dendroicapetechia) B 
• Chestnut-sided Warbler (Dendroicapensylvanica) * 
• Cape May Warbler (Dendroica tigrina) * 
• Yellow-rumped Warbler (Dendroica coronata) . . . . Bw 
• Townsend's Warbler (Dendroica townsendi) * 
• Blackburnian Warbler (Dendroicafusca) * 
• Yellow-throated Warbler (Dendroica dominica) * 
• Prairie Warbler (Dendroica discolor) * 
• Palm Warbler (Dendroicapalmarum) * 
• Bay-breasted Warbler (Dendroica castanea) * 
• Blackpoll Warbler (Dendroica striata) * 
• Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotiltavaria) * 
• American Redstart (Setophaga ruticilla) * 
• Prothonotar'y Warbler (Protonotaria citrea) * 
• Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapilla) * 
• Northern Waterthrush (Seiurus noveboracensis) . . . .+B 
• MacGillivray's Warbler (Oporonistolmiei) B 
• Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) B 
• Hooded Warbler (Wilsonia citrina) * 
D Wilson's Warbler (Wilsoniapusilla) B 
D Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteriavirens) * 
• Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea) * 
D Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) B 
• Green-tailed Towhee (Pipilo chlorurus) Bw 
• Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) +bw 
• American Tree Sparrow (Spizella arborea) +W 
• Chipping Sparrow (Spizellapasserine) B 
• Clay-colored Sparrow (Spizellapallida) * 
• Brewer's Sparrow (Spizella breweri) B 
• Field Sparrow (Spizellapusilla) * 
• Black-chinned Sparrow (Spizella atrogularis) * 
D Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetesgramineus) B 
D Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) * 
• Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) * 
LTJ Sage Sparrow (Amphispiza belli) * 
• Lark Bunting (Calamospiza melanocorys) * 
• Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) B 
• Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum) * 
• Le Conte's Sparrow (Ammodramus leconteii) * 
• Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca) Bw 
LTJ Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) BW 
• Lincoln's Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii) Bw 

KINGFISHERS 

• Belted Kingfisher (Ceryle alcyon) BW 

WOODPECKERS & ALLIES 

• Lewis's Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis) +B 
• Red-headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes erythrocephalus) * 
• Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus) * 
• Wiliamson's Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus thyroideus).... B 
• Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius) * 
• Red-naped Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus nuchalis) B 
D Downy Woodpecker (Picoidespubescens) BW 
• Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villosus) BW 
• White-headed Woodpecker (Picoides albolarvatus) * 
• American Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides dorsalis) +BW 
• Black-backed Woodpecker (Picoides arcticus) . . . +Bw 
• Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) BW 
• Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopuspileatus) *+ 

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS 

• Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi) B 
• Western Wood-Pewee (Contopussordidulus) B 
LTJ Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) B 
• Least Flycatcher (Empidonax minimus) *T 
• Hammond's Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii) B 
• Gray Flycatcher (Empidonax wrightii) +b 
• Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri) B 
• Cordilleran Flycatcher (Empidonaxoccidentalis) . . . .+b 
• Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya) * 
• Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) * 
• Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis) T 
• Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus) T 
• Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannusforficatus) * 

SHRIKES 

D Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) +T 
• Northern Shrike (Lanius excubitor) +W 

VIREOS 

• Yellow-throated Vireo (Vireoflavifrons) * 
• Blue-headed Vireo (Vireo solitarius) * 
• Warbling Vireo (Vireogilvus) B 
• Philadelphia Vireo (Vireophiladelphicus) * 
D Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) * 

JAYS, MAGPIES, & CROWS 

D Gray Jay (Perisoreus canadensis) BW 
• Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) BW 
• Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) *w 
• Pinyon Jay (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus) *W 
• Clark's Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana) BW 
D Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia) BW 
• American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) BW 
D Common Raven (Corvus corax) BW 

LARKS 

D Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) BW 

• Swamp Sparrow (Melospizageorgiana) *w 
• White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) . . *w 
• Harris's Sparrow (Zonotrichia querula) *W 
• White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) Bw 
• Dark-eyed Junco (Junto hyemalis) BW 
LCI McCown's Longspur (Calcarius mccownii) * 
n Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) * 
• Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) *W 
• Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucticus ludovicianus) * 
• Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus) * 
• Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena) B 
• Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea) * 
• Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus) * 
• Red-Winged Blackbird (Agelaiusphoeniceus) Bw 
• Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) B 
• Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) 

B 
• Rusty Blackbird (Euphagus carolinus) * 
• Brewer's Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus) Bw 
• Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) *w 
LTJ Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) B 
• Bullock's Oriole (Icterus bullockii) * 
• Baltimore Oriole (Icterusgalbula) * 

FINCHES & ALLIES 

• Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis) +DW 
• Black Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte atrata) BW 
D Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) BW 
• Purple Finch (Carpodacuspurpureus) * 
• Cassin's Finch (Carpodacus cassinii) BW 
LTJ House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus) +BW 
• Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) BW 
D White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera) Bw 
• Common Redpoll (Carduelisflammea) +W 
• Hoary Redpoll (Carduelis hornemanni) +w 
• Pine Siskin (Carduelispinus) BW 
D Lesser Goldfinch (Carduelispsaltria) * 
LTJ American Goldfinch (Carduelis tristis) +W 
• Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus).... +W 

OLD WORLD SPARROWS 

D House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) BW 




