THE ARMY YEARS
1886-1918
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Soldiers drilling in front of Bachelor Officers’ quarters, circa 1910

FORT YELLOWSTONE HISTORIC DISTRICT
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, WYOMING

PRICE: $.50 DONATION



For the decade after 1872 when Yellowstone National Park was
established, the park was under serious threat from those who would
exploit, rather than protect, its resources. Poachers killed animals.
Souvenir hunters broke large pieces off the geysers and hot springs.
Developers set up camps for tourists, along with bath and laundry
facilities at hot springs. Civilian superintendents were hired to
preserve and protect this land from 1872 through 1886. The good
intentions of these early administrators, however, were no match for
their lack of experience, funds and manpower. Word got back to
Congress that the park was in trouble and legislators refused to
appropriate any funds for the park’s administration in 1886.
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Guard duty at Roosevelt's Camp in Yellowstone, 1903

Y ellowstone National Park turned to the U.S. Army for help. Invok-
ing the Sundry Civil Act of 1883, the Secretary of the Interior called
upon the Secretary of War for assistance in protecting the park. The
Army came to the rescue, and in 1886 men from Company M, First
United States Cavalry, Fort Custer, Montana Territory under
Captain Moses Harris came to Yellowstone to begin what would be
more than 30 years of military presence in Yellowstone.

When Company M arrived in August, 1886 they lived in

temporary frame buildings at Camp Sheridan, established at the foot
of the Mammoth Hot Spring Terraces. After enduring five cold,
harsh winters, the cavalry realized there was no end in sight to this
assignment. Therefore, in 1890, Congress appropriated $50,000 for
a permanent post. So the days of Fort Yellowstone began.

The first buildings of Fort Yellowstone, at the far end of the street
from today’s Albright Visitor Center, were finished by late 1891. As
more troops were needed, more buildings were constructed: officers’
quarters, guard house, and headquarters on the front row, barracks
for enlisted men on the second row, stables for their horses in the
third row and non-commissioned officers’ quarters in the final row.
Support buildings were arranged at the south end of these rows.

In 1909, Scottish masons began constructing sandstone buildings
here — among them the Albright Visitor Center (then the Bachelor
Officers’ Quarters) and the administration building (then a two-
troop barracks for 200 men). The Chapel, the final building
constructed during the Army’s tenure (1913), was also constructed
of native sandstone. The stone for these buildings was obtained
from a local quarry between the Gardner River and the Mammoth
Campground.

In 1910, at the height of the Army’s presence in Yellowstone, there
were 324 soldiers here — plus some families and numerous civilian
employees. These troops staffed not only Fort Yellowstone, but were
stationed throughout the park in small details at various outposts.

" Mammoth Chapel



Fort Yellowstone
Bachelor Officer's Quarters 11. Granary
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2. Captain's Quarters 12. Quartermaster Storehouse|
3. Field Officer's Quarters 13. Commissary Storehouse
4. Officer's Quarters 14. Troop Barracks

5. Post Headquarters 15. Post Exchange

6. Guard House 16. Double Cavalry Barracks
7. Chapel 17. U.S. Engineers' Offices

8. Hospital Annex 18. Blacksmith Shop

9.

0.

Hospital Steward's Quarters 19. Stables
New Guard House

Most of the buildings constructed during the Army era are still standing and
used by the National Park Service as its headquarters. Many of the interiors
have been modernized, while the exteriors have been maintained and/or
restored. You may wish to follow an established walking tour through the
major parts of the Fort. The accompanying map shows how the Fort buildings
were used in 19186, just before the National Park Service took over the park’s
administration. Some of" the buildings are gone, and others have been
constructed since that time — however, much of the Fort remains intact today.
At present, most structures in the Fort Yellowstone Historic District are
employee residences and not open to public use. Please respect the
privacy of residents by staying on the paved route and treating their
living areas with courtesy and discretion.
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BACHELOR OFFICERS QUARTERS. Built in 1909 at a cost of $38,022. Now
the Albright Visitor Center, this building had a mess or club, kitchen, sitting room,
and apartments for six single officers. The Army planned this building large
enough to house temporary visitors as well.

CAPTAINS QUARTERS. Built in 1909. This building housed two apartments —
each with kitchen, living room, dining room, 6 bedrooms, 2 baths, pantry and
laundry. The finished attic was used for a children’s playroom or maids’ quarters.
FIELD OFFICER’S QUARTERS. Built in 1909 at a cost of $20,624. This was
once the residence of the acting superintendent/Post Commander of the park;
today it houses the civilian superintendent.

OFFICERS QUARTERS. The two at the far end (built in 1891) were among the
first Fort Yellowstone buildings. The later two (built in 1897 at a cost of $6,829)
were designed for captains but were often used for officers of lesser rank.

POST HEADQUARTERS. Built in 1891 at a cost of $1,550. This was the oftice
for the post commander/acting superintendent, the post adjutant and the sergeant
major. As the post grew, a new administration building was established and this
became a storehouse, and is now a residence.

GUARD HOUSE. Built in 1891 at a cost of $4,950. This was built to hold 15
prisoners and 10 guards until the present Jail replaced it in 1911. Every visitor
had to check in at this building after entering the park from Gardiner, Montana.
CHAPEL. Builtin 1913 at a cost of $21,000 - $23,000. The last building
completed during the Army era. Native stone, slate roof and oak furnishings are
still in use today, making this the best-preserved building — inside and out. The
bell was added in 1928 and two stained glass windows were placed in 1939.
HOSPITAL ANNEX. Built in 1901 at a cost of $9,814. This was built as
quarters for personnel assigned to hospital duty and is now a residence. Two
hospitals were built at Ft. Yellowstone; the first constructed in 1894 and the
second built in 19183; both were demolished.

HOSPITAL STEWARD'S QUARTERS. Built in 1894 at a cost of $1,945.

NEW GUARD HOUSE (JAIL). Builtin 1911 at a cost of $16,348.

GRANARY. Completed in 1891 at a cost of $1,560.

QUARTERMASTER STOREHOUSE. Built in 1891 at a cost of $3,820.
COMMISSARY STOREHOUSE. Builtin 1891 at a cost of $4,198. Troops
acquired their rations at this building and both commissioned and
non-commissioned officers’ families were authorized to buy groceries here.
TROOP BARRACKS. The first of these wood barracks no longer exists. The
northern-most barracks (built in 1897 at a cost of $18,187) is now the
Yellowstone Center for Resources. Originally built to house 68, in 1909 a
basement was built under one wing so the building could house 100 men.

POST EXCHANGE. Built in 1905 at a cost of $20,950. This was constructed as
a gymnasium, reading room, canteen, and barbershop in a colonial style that is not
typical of other buildings in the Fort.

DOUBLE CAVALRY BARRACKS. Built in 1909 at a cost of $95,469. The
largest building in Fort Yellowstone, this structure once housed two cavalry
troops (200 men) and now is the administration building.

US. ENGINEERS OFFICES. Built in 1908 at an estimated cost of $10,000. The
Engineer Officer who designed this structure, locally known as the Pagoda, was
Capt. Hiram Chittenden.

BLACKSMITH SHOP. Built in 1901 at a cost of $7,632.

STABLES.



These buildings remind us of the long history of our first
national park and stand as a living memory of the important role
the Army played in preserving it for the future. They remind us
that the resources we find within Yellowstone’s boundaries are
not only natural ones, but cultural as well. Our interactions with
this wilderness continue to shape our idea of what a national park
should be, just as they did during the days of Fort Yellowstone.

LAW AND ORDERS

Some soldiers considered Yellowstone to be a good duty station.

The men of the “snowshoe cavalry” liked their rough life in the
remote recesses of the mountains and applied freely for detached
service. The life was demanding and often isolated, rugged and
dangerous, and very different from that most of them had known
before. Fort facilities were better than most. Discipline was more
relaxed than at other Army posts — especially in the field. Duties
were varied and interesting...and the scenery couldn’t be beat!

Barracks Interior, Yellowstone, circa 1910

Edwin Kelsey, who served as a soldier in Yellowstone in 1898,
later became the editor of the San Francisco Chronicle. Private
Kelsey’s letters to his niece describe a difficult but very enjoyable
life as a Yellowstone soldier.

"Decemben 3. 1398 Left hene fon the Yost+ [Fort Yellowstone] the &n\dcp
befone Thanksoivive,. L1 wade 2L wmiles the (51_/151‘ day, stagine all
wiaht at VOoAALS Station. The wext mworniwna if was *X° below 2eho,
wfF I publecl out fon the Post, which I neached about two pon. aften a
colcl hancd nicle o; 20 wibes. I# iS wot So wwuCh Spont niclive whewn the
Svow iS So cleeyp +hat vounr hohse has Fo wonk all the Fime. Stagecl at the
lost fon Thanks LvLM? dlivnen and it was a beaut. The cook mone than
thhew himseld Tahkeaw, noast ponk, sweet spuds, chrambenny sauce,

sten Stew, Chocolate, thnee Kinds of cake, pie, pickles, wuts awncl
apples - hows +hat 0’0/1 solcliens? thene (S somethina about Life in the
wilcdlenwess +hat fasciwnates me. 1 sacldlle beast, ancl a0 off on Iom?
nicles ‘/’/\/‘LW?/\ the AfoneSt whene evenythine (S So guiet that ome cawm
abwost hean +he solitucle.. Dot suppose vou will heah Ahow me asain
begone Xwas, so 180 wish you all a MWenny one -am Sonhy that 1 have
wo chance fo send you vy Aewmembrance. Owe can buy mothima hene
ancl as +he #roop has wot beewn paicl foh Fwo monFAS have wo mone
on I would sewnd it #o you fo spenc with wy compliments Lovwe Fo a}?@
+he 0’aw\dg and Mable, and Aa?aads to niewnds, Edwin

Most of the recruits came here from dusty, dry, hot duty in the
Southwest or Western plains. Yellowstone weather was quite a
change for them, and quite a relief in many ways. Some had
never seen mountains or snow and they had much to learn. Ten
different cavalry units served at Fort Yellowstone over the 30
years — troops from the First, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth,
Seventh, Eighth, Eleventh and Thirteenth Cavalries as well as an
experimental unit of men selected because of their particular
skills in mountain living,.

George Anderson, the third military superintendent of the park,

wrote in 1897, 4s a conseguence of Fhein oocl wonk., the
beauties of +he pank anre o Lonaen defacec; wo fines have
navaaecl Fhe fonests; poachine has diwinished +o a swall
/ﬂa/maam%aje 05 what + was %Zm eans aso; and mone Fhan all,
onclen exists evengwhene..” Just a few years after its establish-

ment, the Fort Yellowstone administration was effective.
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LIFE AT THE FORT

Life at the Fort during the tourist season, provided lots of company
for the officers — visitors and friends and houseguests. Carriage
rides and picnics took place during the warm months and sleigh
rides and ice skating were favorite pastimes during the cold
months. There was much socializing, particularly among the
officers’ families; lunches and dinners together were common.
With domestic help, these social events weren’t a problem for the
high ranking officers — but a lot of work for the new second
lieutenant’s wife who could not afford help! The isolation of the
Fort was softened in the summer by this busy social schedule.

Children went to school at the Fort. Teachers were found among
the soldier ranks when possible or families with children paid the
expenses of a civilian teacher. In 1910 when no teacher could be
found, the children were boarded out to relatives and friends for
school in places as far away as Portland, Oregon.

One of the challenges of Fort life was keeping supplies on hand.
The wife of Captain F. J. Arnold wrote:

"W ondlened staples, weats, cannecd aoocls, bhead, efc. from
+he Commissany and t+he onden woulcl be clelbivenecd awn /’)u+
in the Kitchew. Foh Special ocCasions in fhe winten, we
wouldl put in a special onclen 0’0/1 tunkey and thew hane F
outsicle #o Keep i+ fnozes as we onldy had a Lanae icebox on
the back ponch. The solcliens cut +he ice in Fhe wintehn ) on
Swawn Lake Flat, thew stoned i in +he ice house dus into
the sicle 06 Capitol HilL "The 50«,«/1—/\0/152 Neiaht waaons haulecl
Aay awnd coal wp from Gandiven, and many ofhe Su//)ii_as
came on Fhe market waaon. Thene wehe some Lhresh qj:ds
available at Hall's Groceny store awnd the Van a},/aa’s eat
Manket. Clothina ancl household itews wene wsually onclened

cataloa, ancl sowe Fhinas Fhrouah the PX. whitfakens stone
neah +he Mammoth Hoted hacl ~oveldties and many swmallen
iFews and they also had the Flost Office. Thene was wo
debiveny, so we would eithen walk, onh SKi oveh in the
wLm%a}iQLw\a, +o /OLak_ u/O oun mail.”

Enlisted men spent their free time in a number of ways. Most
weren’t married — the Army discouraged marriage and seldom
provided allowances or rations for families — so they had plenty of
free time. Both men and women bowled. The ladies thought they
were doing really well at the sport until they discovered that the
person setting the pins was placing the pins closer together for
them than for the men! As early as 1903, moving pictures were
shown on Thursday evenings. Despite the breaks when the reel
was changed, attendance was good, especially in the winter. One
soldier wrote, " Mos#+ any Kind of emtentainment is
intenesting these doma wintenr nights !

Fort Yellowstone Gymnastics Team, circa 1910


Suppki.es

s soon as the first heavy snow fell, the entire community donned
skis. Some sidewalks were kept shoveled, but anyone wishing to
go elsewhere had to ski. The porches of the officer’s quarters were
lined with a graduated collections of skis — from long to medium,
short to very short — and the officers bought new skis regularly for
their children just as they did new shoes.

Clippings from The Army and Navy Journal report on post social
life in those days:

"capt. ancl MWAS. Arnold neceivecd the oM’Lae/ms awncl Laclies o
fhe /05% at woon on Mew Yeahrs. Eaawnoa and Nrefreshments
wene ewnjogec. The Post ExChanae (S open asain foh basketball
andl [r‘oﬁer% skatine,. A hailive has beew built arouncl the

YNaSiumn, protecCtine +he heatens ancl Lenclina assunance
Fo the skatens.To celebhate +he holiclays, the solcliens oave a
dawnce at the lost Exchanae, whiCh was a++/1ach've£2 deconated
with CANLSFWQS +M_%5 am ﬁia?s,"

Capt. Bloomburg & child, 1912
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Shield of Troop 8, who were stationed in Yellowstone, 1910

A JOB WELL DONE

Charles Dudley Warner, correspondent for Harper’s New Monthly

Magazine wrote in 1896, " 7he Intenion Depantment madle
SFhinaent hulbes, with adazuaﬂa /emalhas 50/1 thein
ingnalction, and the milifany arm in command has enfonrcec
thevn splewnclidby. The ?,ood citfizen Nejoices that thene (s af
deast one Spof in the Uwnited States whene Law (s prom, +2
engoncec. " I +his nespect Yellowstone Aank (S a wworal Lesson
of F+he hiahest value +o the Uwited States. the whole Counth
will hae neasown #o be proud of the Yellowstowne FPark awncl (+s

condition” The Army took a very active role in developing the
policies, procedures and philosophies that today determine how we
run our parks.

In 1916 when Congress created the National Park Service, the
Army turned Fort Yellowstone over to the new agency. After local
resistance made this transition difficult, the Army returned in 1917
until 1918 when the park was fully under National Park Service
control. The Fort has served the park well; both as administrative
headquarters and as a constant reminder of the debt Yellowstone
National Park owes the officers and enlisted men of the United
States Army for protecting and preserving this region for future
generations.



FOR MORE INFORMATION

Refer to these publications, available at park visitor centers —
[he Yellowstone Story Volume II by Aubrey Haines
Yellowstone, A Wilderness Besieged by Richard A. Bartlett
Old Yellowstone Days edited by Paul Schullery

The park will generally accept donations of materials that pertain
to Yellowstone National Park. Your donation can become an
integral part of the park collection and can be used to preserve
history for future generations. Please contact the park archives
at (307)344-22610or the museum collection at (307)344-2262 for
more information. The Yellowstone National Park archives may
be accessed at http://www.nps.gov/yell/archives.html.

The National Park Service in cooperation with the Yellowstone
Park Foundation and The Yellowstone Association published this
guide. These organizations are non-profit and serve the park and
its visitors. For more information contact the Yellowstone Park
Foundation at 109 East Main Suite 2, Bozeman, MT 59715
(406)586-6303 or The Yellowstone Association at Box 117,
Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190.

Your donation will be used for future printings of this publication.

Special thanks to the Yellowstone Park Foundation, and
espectally Ed and Harriet Spencer, for providing funding for
the Fort Yellowstone self~guided tour brochure and exhibit.
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