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Present Signage 
West Entrance Road 

Avenue of Travel 
The "Avenue of Travel" is located on the West Entrance Road. Also, the Plexiglas covering is heavily 

scratched, preventing it from being easily read or viewed. 



Present Signage 
Madison Exhibit 

The Madison Exhibit contains The Nez Perce Campaign one side and Captive Tourists -The Nez Perce 
Encounter on the other side. 
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Present Signage 
Madison Exhibit 

The Nez Perce Campaign 1877 



Present Signage 
Madison Exhibit 

T he Nez Perce Campaign 1877 

D tailed view. 
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Present Signage 
Madison Exhibit 

The Nez Perce Campaign 1877 

Detailed view. 



Present Signage 
Madison Exhibit 
Captive Tourists 

The Nez Perce Encounter 

Note the.following is text Jrom the sign: 
During their fighting retreat toward freedom in Canada, the non-treaty Nez Perce passed 

directly through Yellowstone National Park in August 1877. Their route followed tlus 
creek. When outriders encountered a party of sightseers camped nearby, the Nez Perce 

held the group hostage for several hours. 
Angiy at past betrayals, a pair of Nez Perce shot and left for dead George Cowan, but a 
chief intervened and the rest of the tourists were released unharmed. Six weeks later the 

Nez Perce surrendered to the U.S. Army in nonhern Montana. They were then 
transferred to reservations far from their home lands. 
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Past Signage 

YELL 40151: The sign was created circa 1914 by the US Army Coi:ps of Engineers, 
the only description for it is: NEZ PERCE CREEK VALLEY SIGN MARKING 

HOWARD'S "COWAN CM1P." 
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(Image can be found in Yellowstone's Photo .. Archives - located in Yellowstone's Heritage & 
Research Library and Archives in Gardiner, MT) 

See detailed views on following page. 



Past Signage 
Nez Perce Creek Valley Sign 

(Photographs housed at Library of Congress) 

Note that the following is text from the sign: 

Half a mile above this point is the site of General 
Howard's second camp (August 30, 1877) within the 

limits of the Yellowstone National Park during his 
pursuit of Chief Joseph. It was in this vicinity that the 

TROOPS FOUND MR. COWAN, WHO HAD 
CR.A WLED BACK six miles from the foot of Mary 

Mountain after having been WOUNDED AND LEFT 
FOR DEAD BY THE INDIANS. HE HAD PASSED 
FIVE DAYS WITHOUT FOOD. Gen. Howard named 

this camp "Camp Cowan" 
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Past Signage 

YELL 128107: .According to Aubrey Haines, this sign was removed sometime during 
WWII, its whereabouts are unknown. A steel pipe, placed there by .Mr. Haines, now 
marks the site. The general locality of the sign is where Nez Perce Creek enters the 

Lower Geyser Basin. 
UPDATE: In May, 2003 the Bison Ecology Management crew found this sign 

in the vicinity of Mary Mountain. 
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(Image can be found in Yellowstone's Photo Archives - located in Yellowstone's Heritage & 

Resea.rch Llbra.ry and Archives in Gardiner, MT) 



Past Signage 
Chittenden Interpretive Sign 

On 8/26/06 (!) 1fary ,\nnc Bellingham and Frank Smith were looking for the site where the 
"Helena Party" had been attacked by a party of the Nez Perce, who were fleeing Oregon, and 
being pursued by General Howard. A wooden sign marking the site was installed by Chittenden 
in 1904, but it had not been reported since the 1970's, and was believed to have been destroyed 
by fire. Remarkably, Bellingham spotted the sign, and immediately recognized its importance. 

The sign is 37 %" x 24 1/2 11 overall, with center area 35 1/z" x 21 %",and 1" thick. The frame is 
made of 1 %" x 1" stock, with mitered corners. Finishing nails are driven through the frame into 
the center boards. Four nails are driven through the boards into the tree. 

Maximum height of letters is as follows: 
2 1/8" ON THI ... 
2 1/2" tourists .. . 
3 %" attacked .. . 
2" AUGl"ST. .. 
2 5/8" and one ... 
5/32" (irregular) Pt. bv Ancil ... 

Bottom of sign is 
63" above ground 
level. 

Site was revisited on 9 /9 /06 Mary Anne Bellingham, 
Frank Smith, Kent Morby, and Erik Hendrickson. 

One of several signs erected by H. Chittenden in 1904 to provide 
Interpretation of key events associated with the Nez Perce in Yellowstone 
in 1877. 
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Past Signage 
Chittenden Interpretive Sign 

Detail of sign. Letters are black paint over a white painted background 
on board. The frame appears to have been painted white. 

Discovers Mary Anne Bellingham and Frank Smith. 
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Past Signage 
Chittenden Interpretive Sign 

Note cun·ed top line with upper case letters; abbreviation of "Mont."; 
plural "Nez Perces"; upper case date; decorative lines; and centering of 
each line. 

At bottom of sign is painter's mark: "Pt. by Ancil D. Carley. Helena" (sic) 
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Past Signage 
Chittenden Interpretive Sign 

Back side of sign. Note center portion of sign consists of two 1" boards. 
Note also that the center boards have shrunk relafr;re to the frame. 

About 40' in front of sign is a pile of rocks 
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Past Signage 
Major Spurgin Sign 

(Photographs housed at the 
Library of Congress) 

Note the following is text from 
the sign: 

GENERAL HOWARD'S 
WAGON TRAIN. 

under Major Spurgin crossed 
THE CANON OF 

Cascade Creek at this point. 
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GeneJ'Bl Roward. 11 headquartera, September 1, 1877. The 

ford by h1oh the Nez ierctee croeaed. the riTtr 11 abaut halt a mile dla< 

taut. Howard d1 <t not follow ,hom but took his oommsnd down the 

lett bank ot the rl'Ter, crnr Mo\Clt Washburn, and aroeeed tho Yellow-

stone at .r 1·0 .iut ' s bri dge . 

0 Spt ein's n4aVQr Slide.• 

Hal~ a mile b~t from ~hs road io tho place where Captain 

'fl, P. Spurgin, 21st In!antt'1, 1 t G~nQra.l Howard'~ wasen trnin d~wn the 

'rh<t marks on tho tnos, bun1ad in by 

the r¢poa u8ed to l~t tho waZQns down, aro st111 d18tinotly visib1o. 

Three fourths or a mile up thn vlllel' or thie treND t.s th•· 

plaoe wher~ a ~rtr o.t ttm.r ,t from Raltn.t 1JCl'"e a.ttachol1 by the ez 

Peroe11, Aueus~ e~, 1arn, cuu:l on or he~.r nmnbr.r ldll~d. 

On thi apot- a l1l".rtv o~ tcm-rists from Helena, Mont. wel"O 

att.aeke~ b~ the Nez Per.c-e , A-J, r,us t 26, &77 t P.nd one ot their numbGJ" 

killed. 

OFFICE OF SUPERINTE DENT, 

W"'-6(>n tl"ain, lmdar ! njor Spurgin, orossed 

t ...... IW!ll!Mti~fik~te1!td'lt1l"'flf,..nt thta point. 
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At thie peini, A.uguat 2-1, 1877, t,h• Nez P•ro• Indiane, nnder 

Chier .Joseph, captured. a i>nrty 0r touristc from Radorebui-g, Mont., 

including Mr. Geo. F. Cowen. The party were taken n:p the Talley 

or Nez PePOe oreek by the trail ovor Uary Mountain. 

Thh i e tht •it• ot O.n eral Ho11rar4' a .ff.t"&t c·amp (August 
3J 
~ 1877) within t he lim.ite of the Yollowatone 1Tat1onal Par1c during 

It wa& near this point that the _ 
fr--"- I):::. ~Li) ~ ~.._ 

~roops rotmd. Mr. Oowan, who bad crawied bnck six 1!111.es" ntter haYiq 

hie pursuit or Chier 3oseph . 

betn woume4 and l•tt tor dslid by t he Ind1ane. He he.d passed four 

4aye without to~. 

On t his spot, (Au111tst 24, 18.,'f) tl:a JTez Pero• Ohiete held a 

council to de.eJ,.de the rate o'f tho Oowntt P £>. rty who hnd bsen onptU1"94 

t hat mol'l11n& in the Lower Geys~r Bas1n. Tho party wre rele~od, 

b1tt e.ftenrardfs reoa:pt.uretl, taken back about a ha.lf a mile M.et o"f 

the O<'ttno11 eround, an~ tbe!"t a ttaoked br the Indiana, 

latt ror d•d, Carpente!' and the two l ru:Uoa were taken alone a.s 

nrisO!!e rs . imd tho r9 . d. 

OFFICE OF SUPERINUNDtNT, , .... 

. ' ~ : I - " • ' 
:_""".J 

(Documen t can be found in Yellowstone' \rchive - located in Yellow ton ' Heritage & Research 

Library and \rchin in Gardiner, J\11) 
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