
From Glacier Point the scenery spreads out in all d i-
rections, giving you a breathtaking view  no matter 
which way you look. Looking northeast, you see Half 
Dome.

Yosemite National Park embraces a great trac t of scenic wildlands set 
aside in 1890 to  preserve a portion of the Sierra Nevada that stretches 
along Californ ia’s eastern flank. Ranging from  2,000 feet above sea lev-
el to  more than 13,000 feet, the park encompasses alpine wilderness, 
groves of giant sequoia trees, and Yosemite Valley. The story o f Yosem- 
ite ’s landscape began about 500 m illion years ago when the Sierra Ne-
vada region lay beneath an ancient sea. Thick layers of sea-bed sedi-

ments eventually were folded and tw isted and thrust above sea level. 
S imultaneously molten rock welled up from  deep within the Earth and 
cooled slowly beneath the sediment layers to  form  granite. Erosion 
wore away nearly all o f the overlying rock, exposing the granite. Even 
as uplifts still were form ing the Sierra, w ater and then glaciers worked 
at carving Yosemite’s face. Weathering and erosion still shape it today. 
This constant shaping of the landscape by weather, water, fire, and

other natural forces keeps Yosemite wild. Along w ith its towering trees, 
flowering meadows, and massive granite form ations, it is th is wildness 
that is protected here.

A Climbers enjoy a spec-
tacular view and a well- 
earned rest after achiev-
ing their goal.

T A Stellers Jay perches on 
a branch for a brief rest.

T Mirror Lake reflects mag-
nificent features when 
melting snows fill Tenaya 
Creek.

A Fresh snowfall brings a 
hush to the park and lets 
a skier see the familiar in 
another perspective.

A Nature’s camouflaging 
protects this mule deer 
fawn.

▼ Watching birds and other 
wildlife can be rewarding 
for the entire family.

A At every turn the beautiful 
and rare are common-
place in Yosemite. Here 
sunlight’s last rays touch 
Half Dome.

▼ The stage arrives at the 
Pioneer Yosemite History 
Center.

A The areas near Tioga Pass 
and Tuolumne Meadows 
offer many trails into the 
high country wilderness.

A Camping in Yosemite can 
be the source of many 
memories.

T El Capitan's sheer walls 
attract experienced rock 
climbers, who have made 
many successful ascents.

T Although brown, this 
mother and cub are 
American black bears.

Tuo lum ne M ead ow s and th e  H igh C ountry
Tuolum ne M e adow s and th e  h igh  c o u n try  o ffe r 
som e o f th e  S ierra  Nevada’s  m o s t rugged , su b -
lim e  scenery. In su m m e r th e  m eadow s, lakes, 
and exp osed  g ran ite  s lopes tee m  w ith  life. Be-
cause th e  g row ing  season is  sho rt, p lan ts  and 
an im a ls  m ax im ize  the  w a rm  days to  g row , re p ro -
duce, and sto re  fo o d  fo r  the  com in g  w in ter.

The scen ic  T ioga Road, H ighw ay 120, c rosses 
Y osem ite ’s  h igh cou n try . B u ilt as a m in in g  road in 
1882-83, th e  road w as  rea ligned and m odern ized  
in 1961. It passes sp a rk lin g  lakes, fra g ile  m ead-
ow s, dom es, and lo fty  peaks th a t on ly  10,000 
years  ago lay un d e r g lac ia l ice . O verlooks a long 
th e  road a ffo rd  superb  v iew s. A t T io ga  Pass the  
road c ro sses  the  S ierra  N evada’s c re s t a t 9,945 
fee t, C a lifo rn ia ’s h ig h e s t a u tom o b ile  pass. It is 
c losed  fro m  la te  fa ll to  m id -sp rin g  o r  longer.

Tuolum ne M eadow s, a t 8,600 fee t, is  the  S ie rra ’s 
la rg es t sub a lp ine  m eadow . It is 55 m iles  (114 hours 
by car) fro m  Yosem ite  Valley v ia  the  T ioga Road.
A v is ito r  cen ter, cam p ing , lodg ing , fo o d  service , 
and gas are  ava ilab le  in sum m er. A fa v o rite  s ta r t-
ing p o in t fo r  ba ckp a ck in g  tr ip s  and day h ikes, 
th is  area is  now  p o p u la r fo r  w in te r m o un ta in ee r-

ing, too . S pe c ta cu la r in e a rly  sum m er, th e  m ead-
o w s  abound  w ith  w ild flo w e rs  and w ild life . Foot 
tra ff ic  eas ily  dam ages Y osem ite ’s  fra g ile  m e ad-
ow s; all are c losed  to  b icyc le s  and au tos. High 
co u n try  tr ip s  can be rew ard ing , b u t a t e leva tions 
o f 7,000 to  13,000 fee t, s tre nuo us  exe rc ise  taxes 
even ha rdy v is ito rs .

G lac ie r P o int
G lac ie r P o in t can ove rw he lm  you w ith  the  vas t 
scenery, e sp ec ia lly  a t su n se t o r w hen fu ll-m oon  
n ig h ts  tra n s fo rm  th e  paste l g ran ite  landscape 
in to  a m ag ica l v is ta . There is  a b ird ’s-eye v iew  o f 
Y osem ite  Valley fro m  a to p  th e  3 ,200-foo t, sheer 
c liff. A c ross  the  Valley, Y osem ite  Fa lls  m akes its  
2 ,425-foo t d rop . The H igh S ie rra ’s pano ra m ic  
expanse to  th e  n o rth  and e a s t evo kes  awe. Trails 
lead  fro m  near here to  o th e r spe c ta cu la r Valley 
o ve rlooks . In sum m er you  can  d rive  to  G lac ie r 
P o in t, 32 m iles  (one hour) fro m  Y osem ite  Valley. In 
w in te r th e  road c loses a t th e  B adger Pass Ski 
A rea, and G lac ie r P o in t be com es a fa vo rite  de s ti-
na tio n  fo r  c ro ssco u n try  sk ie rs .

G iant Sequo ia Groves
G ian t sequo ia  tre es  are fo u n d  in th ree  groves in 
Yosem ite . The M ariposa  Grove, 35 m iles  (VA 
hours) sou th  o f Yosem ite  Valley, is the  la rgest.
The Tuolum ne and M erced g roves are near Crane 
F la t (14-hour d rive  fro m  Y osem ite  Valley). La rges t 
o f a ll liv ing  th in g s , these  to w e rin g  tre es  have en -
du red fo r  tho usan ds  o f yea rs. O ur unders tand ing  
o f the  g ia n t sequo ia  en v ironm en t has changed 
recently . W e n o w  kno w  th a t sequo ias  are so w e ll 
ad ap te d  to  f ire  th a t sup press in g  all f ire  im pedes 
th e ir  re p rod uc tion . The w o o d  and b a rk  are fire - 
re s is tan t, and b la ck  sca rs  on m any healthy, large 
tre es  sho w  the y  have su rv ived  m any sco rch ing  
fires . The tin y  seeds need m ine ra l so il to  g e rm i-
nate, and  th e  seed lings need sun ligh t.

H is to rica lly , fre q u e n t na tu ra l f ire s  opened th e  fo r -
es t, th in ned  o u t co m p e tin g  p la n t species, and le ft 
r ich  m ine ra l so il beh ind . B u t yea rs  o f f ire  su p -
press ion  have a llow e d  debris , such  as fa llen 
b ranches, to  accu m u la te , s tif lin g  rep rod uc tion  
and a llo w in g  sh a d e -to le ra n t tre es  to  encroach. 
P rescrib ed  fire s  m ean t to  s im u la te  na tu ra l fire s  
and im prove  fo re s t hea lth  are now  se t by the 
N ationa l Park Service.

The M a riposa  G rove ’s  G rizz ly  G iant, 2,700 years 
o ld , is  th o u g h t to  be  Y osem ite ’s  o ld e s t liv ing  se-
quo ia . It is  a long th e  M ariposa  G rove ’s m a in  tra il, 
less tha n  a o n e -m ile  h ike  fro m  the  p a rk in g  area. 
You m ay ta ke  a tra m  to u r  th ro u g h  the  G rove fro m  
M ay un til O ctober. The qu ie te r Tuolum ne and 
M erced  groves, each  ab ou t a m ile  fro m  pa rk ing , 
a re  access ib le  by tra ils . T ra ils a re  ava ilab le  year- 
round  fo r  h ik ing  o r c ro ssco u n try  sk iing.

W aw ona
W aw ona, hom e to  Ind ian peop le  fo r  th o u sa n d s  of 
yea rs, w as  w here  G alen C la rk  b u ilt a w ays ide  ho -
te l in 1857. C la rks  S ta tion  w as a s to p  fo r  tra ve le rs  
be tw een  Yosem ite  Valley and the  to w n  o f M a rip o -
sa. W hen in  1864 Y osem ite  Valley and th e  M a ri-
posa Grove w ere  s e t as ide  fo r  p ro te c tio n , C lark 
becam e the  a rea ’s  f ir s t  guard ian . In 1875 th e  o r ig -
ina l W aw ona road opened, and th e  W ashburn 
b ro th e rs  b o u g h t th e  area and b u ilt  th e  W aw ona 
H ote l, s till in o p e ra tio n  today. W aw ona fo cu ses  
on Y osem ite ’s  hum an h is to ry. Its  P ionee r Y osem -
ite  H is to ry  C en te r d isp la ys  re loca ted  h is to ric  
b u ild in g s  and h o rse -d ra w n  coaches.

W ilderness
W ilde rness des ig na tio n  p ro te c ts  som e 94 pe rcent 
o f Y osem ite ’s  760,000 acres under th e  1964 W il-
de rness A ct. The p a rk ’s  varied  w ilde rness  p ro -
v ides h ik ing  and  b a ckp a ck in g  fo r  bo th  seasoned 
and nov ice  h ikers. Som e 800 m iles o f tra ils  o ffe r 
w ide  ch o ice s  o f c lim a te , e leva tion , and  sp e c ta cu -
la r scenery. N ear th e  c re s t o f the  S ie rra  Nevada 
you can ta ke  long  and sh o rt tr ip s  a t e leva tions 
above 9,000 fee t. The h ig h e r reg ions o ffe r a coo l 
c lim a te ; lo w e r e leva tions  are w a rm e r and  drier. 
M aps and gu id e  b o o ks  a t v is ito r  cen te rs  can help 
you  p lan y o u r tr ip .

To p ro te c t the  w ilde rness , w ilde rness  pe rm its  are 
requ ired  fo r  a ll o ve rn ig h t use. They are issued  at 
w ilde rness  p e rm it s ta tio n s  and v is ito r cen te rs  
seasonally, o r up to  24 w eeks  in advance  b y  m ail. 
W hen you g e t y o u r pe rm it, ask  a b o u t tra il co n d i-
tions, w e a th e r fo recas ts , ca m p fire  regu la tions, 
and spe c ia l p re cau tio ns  you shou ld  ta ke  w here  
you w ill tra ve l. Read the  in fo rm a tio n  acom pany- 
ing you r pe rm it, obse rve  a ll regu la tions, and m in i-
m ize y o u r im pa c t. Use ap p rop ria te  eq u ip m e n t 
and good b o o ts . D oub le -ch eck  y o u r equ ipm en t, 
stay on e s ta b lished  tra ils , d o n ’t  s h o rtc u t s w itc h - 
backs, and use a be a r-p roo f ca n is te r to  s to re

you r fo o d . If you h ike  a lone, te ll som eone w here 
you are go in g  and  w hen  you w ill re tu rn . Fo r s to ck  
use, ch e ck  a t any ra nge r s ta tio n . Pets, b icyc les , 
and fire a rm s  are n o t a llow e d  in th e  w ilde rness . A 
w ild e rn e ss  e d uca tion  cen ter, ne a r Y osem ite 
V alley’s  v is ito r cen ter, o ffe rs  t r ip  p lann ing  ass is -
tance.

C ro ssco u n try  sk iing  and sno w sh oe in g  open a 
new  w o rld  fo r  w in te r w ilde rness  use rs. Deep 
sno w  cove rs  th e  h igher e leva tions and m asks 
som e o f su m m e r’s landm arks. The ha rsh  S ierra 
Nevada w in te r is fa r m ore  de m and ing  tha n  su m -
mer. Good eq u ipm e n t, w a rm  c lo th in g , and p rope r 
p lann ing  are essen tia l fo r  y o u r safe ty.

Yosemite Vailey
Often called “ the incomparable Valley,”  Yosem-
ite Valley may be the w orld ’s best known ex-
ample of a glacier-carved canyon. The dramatic 
scale o f its leaping waterfalls, rounded domes, 
massive monoliths, and towering cliffs, has 
inspired painters, poets, photographers, and 
m illions of visitors.

The Valley’s sheer walls and fla t floo r evolved 
as alpine glaciers lumbered through the canyon 
o f the Merced River. The ice carved through 
weaker sections of granite, plucking and scour-
ing rock but leaving intact harder portions, such 
as El Capitan and Cathedral Rocks. Glaciers 
greatly enlarged the canyon that the Merced 
River had carved through successive uplifts of 
the Sierra. When the last glacier melted, its te r-
minal moraine, le ft a t its  farthest advance into 
the valley, dammed up the melting water to  form 
ancient Lake Yosemite in the newly carved U- 
shaped valley. Eventually sediment filled in the 
lake, form ing today’s fla t valley floor. Glaciers 
did not reach the Merced Canyon along High-
way 140 outside the park, and its river-cut V- 
shaped profile contrasts markedly w ith Yosem-
ite Valley’s sheer walls.

Today Yosemite Valley is a mosaic o f open 
meadows sprinkled with w ildflowers and flower-
ing shrubs, oak woodlands, and m ixed-conifer

Open ONLY to 
Shuttlebuses, 
bicycles, and 
vehicles with 
wheelchair-emblem 
placards

J John Muir Trail 

3  Trail

□  Paved bikeway and 
J  foot trail

forests of ponderosa pine, incense cedar, and 
Douglas fir. W ild life—from monarch butterflies 
to  mule deer and black bears—flourishes in 
these diverse communities. W aterfalls around 
the Valley’s perimeter reach the ir maximum flow 
in May and June. Most prominent are the Yosem-
ite, Bridalveil, Vernal, Nevada, and lllilouette 
falls, but some have little  or no water from  mid- 
August through the early fall. Meadows, river- 
banks, and oak woodlands are sensitive and 
have been severely damaged by long-term  
human uses. Please respect restoration efforts 
in these areas and stay on maintained trails.

Visit the Valley V isitor Center and see its orien-
tation program, publications, theater programs, 
and exhibits, which highlight the Valley’s natur-
al and human history. Near the v is itor center are 
self-guiding trails, the Indian Village, and the 
Yosemite Museum w ith exhibits on the history 
of the native M iwok and Paiute people and a 
gallery w ith artw ork by Yosemite artists, past 
and present.

Note: To save frustration, when you arrive in 
Yosemite Valley, park your car and walk to  the 
places you want to  see, or ride the free shuttle- 
buses tha t serve the Valley’s east end. If visiting 
fo r the day, park in a day-use parking lot.

In fo rm atio n , A c tiv ities , and  Serv ices
The Yosemite Guide is available a t entrance stations 
and v is ito r centers. It provides up-to-date park in fo r-
mation and activ ity schedules. For 24-hour road and 
weather conditions and recorded park information, 
call 209-372-0200 or TDD 209-372-4726. Or v is it our 
website a t www.nps.gov/yose or w rite  to : Superin-
tendent, Yosemite National Park, CA 95389-0577 USA. 
Publications about the park may be purchased in the 
park or by contacting: Yosemite Association, Box 230, 
El Portal, CA 95318, 209-379-2648; o r on the Internet 
a t w w w .yosem ite.org.

A cce ss ib ility  V isitors w ith d isab ilities can get an 
inform ation packet and vehicle wheelchair-emblem 
placard, fo r special driving and parking privileges, at 
park entrances and inform ation stations.

Cam ping Campgrounds are throughout the park; 
some are open ail year. M ost require reservations. 
Check the Yosemite Guide fo r current inform ation on 
cam pgrounds and how to  make reservations. For 
general cam pground inform ation, call 209-372-0200. 
Camping is allowed in designated cam pgrounds only. 
Staying overnight on roadsides o r in parking areas is 
no t perm itted. You must register fo r first-com e, firs t- 
served campsites: fo llow  the instructions posted at 
cam pground entrances. There are camping fees and 
lim its  on length o f stay.

Lodging
Eating facilities, stores, and lodging are available in 
the park. Check the Yosemite Guide fo r details. Res-
ervations fo r accom m odations are recommended. 
Contact: Yosemite Park Lodging Reservations, 5410 
East Home, Fresno, CA 93727; or call 559-252-4848 
o r TDD 559-255-8345. For inform ation on High Sierra 
Camps, call 559-253-5673.

P ro te c t Yourself
Serious injuries and fa ta lities occu r w ith  frightening 
frequency. Causes vary, bu t a com m on denominator 
is  tha t victim s often underestimated potential danger.

Bears are attracted to  human food. In trying to  get 
food and garbage, bears cause hundreds of thou-
sands o f dollars in property damage each year. Do 
not leave any food o r arom atic item s in your car after 
dark. Use food s torage locke rs  w hen available. 
Im proper food storage is a violation sub ject to  fine. 
Check the Yosemite Guide fo r m ore information.

M ounta in  lions live in this park. Lion attacks are rare, 
but avoid hiking o r running alone and do not le t ch il-
dren run ahead on the tra il. If you encounter a lion, do 
not run or crouch down. P ick up small children. Wave, 
shout, and throw  stones. If attacked, figh t back.

Do no t feed w ild life , including birds, coyotes, deer, 
o r squirrels. Your food  threatens the ir survival. While 
they may look tame, they can in flic t serious injury. It 
is illegal to  feed or closely approach park wildlife.

R ivers, stream s, and w a te rfa lls  can be treacherous 
at all tim es. They are especially so when w ater levels 
are high. Approach them cautiously and be alert for 
undercut banks and slippery rocks. Fast currents and 
cold w ater make a deadly com bination. Do not swim 
above w aterfalls o r in sw ift water.

S tay on tra ils  when hiking. Both rock clim bing and 
crosscountry h iking are fo r  the experienced. Routes 
are often more d ifficu lt than they appear, and even a 
short fa ll can cause serious in jury o r death. For safe-
ty, horses and mules have the right o f way on tra ils; 
please stand qu ie tly at tra ils ide until they pass.

Do not leave va luables unattended . Store them  se-
curely and lock your vehicle. If you cam p, place all 
equipment inside your tent o r vehicle when you leave 
your campsite. Report the fts promptly.

B icycles are allowed only on paved public roads, in 
parking areas, and on designated paved bikeways. 
Pedestrians and w ild life  share bikeways, so please 
ride slowly. Keep righ t o f the center line except to 
pass. B icycles are prohibited on park trails.

G athering fire w o od  is prohibited in Yosemite Valley, 
in giant sequoia groves, and at elevations above 
9,600 feet. It is  allowed elsewhere. Gathering any-
thing but dead and down-on-the-ground w ood is 
prohibited.

C am pfires are perm itted only a t designated cam p-
sites and at existing fire rings in wilderness. Check 
fo r local regulations when camping in Yosemite

Valley. Burn only dry wood to  m inim ize smoke pollu-
tion. Extinguish fires w ith  w ater before leaving. 
Smoldering cam pfires tha t burn down into the 
ground can travel great distances and burn back to 
the surface.

Pets m ust be kept on a leash and are not allowed on 
tra ils, beaches, in public build ings, or the backcoun- 
try. Pets are only allowed in a few  campgrounds; 
check the Yosemite Guide or ask when making your 
reservations. There is a boarding kennel a t the Yo-
semite Valley stables in summer.

F ish ing is perm itted w ith a California license, which 
can be bought in the park. State rules on season and 
catch apply. Local regulations apply in Yosemite 
Valley.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY CALL 911
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Speed lim its  do not ex-
ceed 45 mph in Yosem-
ite  and are lower where 
posted. Drive only on 
roads.

Do not s top in roadways; 
find a safe turnout to 
take a picture, watch 
w ild life , o r consult your 
map.

All park features are 
protected. Do not deface 
o r remove any natural or 
h isto ric feature.

Do not p ick  w ildflow ers 
o r o ther plants, collect 
pine cones or rocks, or 
kill, capture, feed, or 
m olest w ild life.

Tap w ate r is safe in Yo-
sem ite but do no t drink 
untreated water from 
streams, lakes, or m elt-
ed snow.

To trea t water, boil it  fo r 
five m inutes o r use an 
iodine-based purifier or 
G iardia-rated w ater filter.

Hunting or discharging 
any kind of weapon is 
prohibited. Firearms 
m ust be unloaded and 
cased at all times.

Yosemite National Park 
is part o f the National 
Park System, one of 
more than 370 parks 
preserving im portant

examples o f our na tion’s 
natural and cultural her-
itage.
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