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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Merced Grove Ranger Station, Building 6200, is a log cabin, roughly 24 by 28 feet, 
which stands adjacent to an old dirt road through the Merced Grove of Giant Sequoia 
redwood trees (Sequoiadendron Giganteum). To the north, east and west, the land 
slopes upward into the Sierra Nevada Mountains; to the south is the road. The building 
has stone foundations and a stone porch at its southwest corner, on the left side of 
the front. The porch has no railing. The front door enters a living room which 
fills the southeast corner of the building, and is roughly 12 by 17 feet in dimensions. 
Immediately behind the porch is a kitchen, 10^ by 13^ feet, entered by a door on the 
west side of the living room and a door from a small back porch on the northeast 
corner of the building. A single bedroom, roughly 12 by 14 9 fills the northeast 
corner behind the living room, and the building has a bath, shower, and closet 
adjacent to the bedroom.

The exterior walls consist of peeled logs notched and overlapping at the six corners 
(two of which are created by the porch indentations). The ends of the logs are sawn, 
and are progressively battered or tapered inward towards the roof as they rise. 
Ridgepole and rafters are peeled logs with sawn ends, A stone chimney rises near 
the center of the shingled, gable roof. Rustic flower boxes adorn the walls beneath 
front and side windows. Windows in the structure are casement, 6 lites each. The 
building was originally stained, but virtually no trace of any protective finish 
remains on the logs,

A most unusual feature of the building is the manner in which the logs are seated. 
Each log has been adzed on the bottom to form a curved trough, which fits snugly 
into the curved upper surface of the log beneath it. Thus no chinking is needed 
and the walls are particularly tight for a log structure.

The bottom of the back door is badly damaged on the outside, appearing to have been 
partly chewed through by a persistent animal.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Merced Grove Ranger Station is of local significance in the category of architecture 
due to its "rustic" design, which is an unusual variation of the style not reflected in 
other buildings of rustic architectural significance in the Yosemite locality. It is 
a stylized version of the log cabins built in these foothills by early pioneers, 
designed by an architect to blend harmoniously with the natural scene.

The first ranger station in Merced Grove was a 1915 checking station on the Old 
Coulterville Road, now long gone. By the early 1930s, that road was no longer in 
use as a park entrance. In 1933, the National Park Service commenced construction of 
a rustic cabin in Merced Grove amid the Giant Sequoia Redwoods. The building was 95 
per cent completed by October, 1934, and was finished in July, 1935. Basically a 
traditional log cabin, the structure had two unusual features: first, the log ends 
where they overlapped at the corners were not sawn square, but on. a .slight incline, so 
that the ends of the tiered logs were inclined inward or battered toward the roof; 
second, the bottom of each log was adzecf, or ̂ routed ,to form a curved trough .which fit 
flush on the curved upper surface of the peeled log beneath it, each log in the walls 
thus seating tightly against those above and below it, no chinking of gaps thus being 
required.

For many years, the Merced Grove Cabin served as a summer retreat for Yosemite Park 
Superintendents, seeking to escape the endless interruptions characteristic of park 
headquarters and find a spot where they could catch up on pressing paperwork. 
Superintendent Carl Russell is believed to have done some work on a revised edition 
of his classic history of Yosemite National Park in this building.
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