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The Bertrand during excavation, summer of 1969. (Photo © 1971. National 
Geographic Society.) 



Publications in Archeology 11 

THE 
STEAMBOAT 

BERTRAND 
History, Excavation, and Architecture 

by Jerome E. Petsche 

National Park Service 
U. S. Department of the Interior 

Washington 1974 

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printinp Office 
Washinerton, D.C. 20402 - Price $3.15 

Stock Number 024-005-00530 



As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of 
the Interior has basic responsibilities for water, fish, wildlife, miner
al, land, park, and recreational resources. Indian and Territorial 
affairs are other major concerns of America's "Department of Nat
ural Resources." The Department works to assure the wisest choice 
in managing all our resources so each will make its full contribution 
to a better United States—now and in the future. 

This publication is the result of a study of an archeological and his
toric site on Federal land for which the National Park Service has 
had responsibilities. It is printed at the Government Printing Office, 
and may be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington, D. C. 20402. 

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data 

Petsche, Jerome E 
The steamboat Bertrand. 

(Publications in archeology, 11) 
Bibliography: p. 
Supt. of Docs, no.: I 29.59:11 
1. Bertrand (Steamboat) 2. Shipwrecks— 

Missouri River. I. Title. II. Series. 
E51.U75no. 11 [VM461.5.B47] 9l3'.031'08s [917.82*2] 

72-600352 



Publications in Archeology* 
Archeological Research Series 

1. Archeology of the Bynum Mounds, Mississippi (PB 177 Ofil)** 
2. Archeological Excavations in Mesa Verde National Park, Colo

rado, 1950 (PB 177 062)** 
3. Archeology of the Funeral Mound, Ocmulgee National Monu

ment, Georgia (PB 177 063)** 
4. Archeological Excavations at Jamestown, Virginia (PB 177 

064)** 
5. The Hubbard Site and other Tri-wall Structures in New Mexi

co and Colorado 
6. Search for the Cittie of Ralegh, Archeological Excavations at 

Fort Raleigh National Historic Site, North Carolina 
7A. The Archeological Survey of Wetherill Mesa, Mesa Verde Na

tional Park, Colorado (Wetherill Mesa Studies) 
7B. Environment of Mesa Verde, Colorado (Wetherill Mesa Stud

ies) 
7C. Big Juniper House, Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado 

(Wetherill Mesa Studies) 
7D. Mug House, Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado (Wetherill 

Mesa Studies) 
8. Excavations in the 17th-Century Jumano Pueblo,Gran Quivira, 

New Mexico 
9. Excavations at Tse-ta'a, Canyon de Chelly National Monu

ment, Arizona 

Publications in Archeology 
10. Ruins Stabilization in the Southwestern United States 
11. The Steamboat Bertrand: History, Excavation, and Architec

ture 

Anthropological Papers 
1. An Introduction to Middle Missouri Archeology 
2. Like-a-Fishhook Village and Fort Berthold, Garrison Reser

voir, North Dakota 

*Concurrent with the establishment of the Office of Professional Publications, Na
tional Park Service, the name of the Archeological Research Series has been changed to 
Publications in Archeology. The numbering of the volumes will not change. The series 
entitled Anthropological Papers is discontinued. 

**These publications are no longer available from the Superintendent of Docu
ments. They may be ordered by title (and parenthetical code number) by writing to: 
Clearinghouse, U.S. Department of Commerce, Springfield, Virginia, 22151. These 
reports are available in two forms: microfiche at 95 cents per document, or paper copy 
at $6.00 per volume, prepaid. 



Figure 1. The hulk of the Bertram/with two-thirds ol the cargo removed; 
view to the south. The decking, with the exception of a small portion amid
ships, starboard side, is removed. Note the surrounding well point system 
and depth of the stern to grassy surface in upper left-hand corner of photo
graph (ca. SO feet). Early salvaging activity can be seen in the extreme bow-
where the forecastle was chopped and torn awav. (Photo courtesy of Wood-
manofthe World Magazine. Omaha. Nebraska.) 


