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INTRODUCTION 

JAMESTOWN today is an island—the site of the first permanent 
English settlement in America and capital of the colony of 

Virginia for almost a century, 1607-98. I t grew from the first 
settlement in 1607 into a town and then declined as the plantation 
system developed, scattering the population of the colony far and 
wide along the shores of the deep rivers. Jamestown was aban­
doned as the capital over two centuries ago, with the burning of 
the fourth statehouse in 1698. All a t tempts to force its develop­
ment and to continue it as the chief town in Virginia had failed. 
Eventually, the town site became farm land and little remained 
above ground to show later generations that "James Ci t ty" was 
once the principal town and center of government for Virginia. 

This account of Jamestown is not an at tempt to present a short 
history of the town. It is a presentation of excerpts and selections 
from records, laws, accounts, and descriptions made by men who 
lived in, or were associated with, "James Towne." Jamestown 
was a life and blood development; it was human, normal, and 
natural , with emergencies that tested the calibre of its men and 
leaders. Nothing makes this clearer than the documents them­
selves. 

EDWARD M. R I L E Y 

CHARLES E. H A T C H , J R . 

Colonial National Historical Park, 
Yorktown, Virginia. 
November 29, 1941. 
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i . T H E F I R S T LANDING 

TH E story of Jamestown has its roots in English history, yet for 
convenience it can be said to have started with the grant of a char­

ter by King fames I of England to the Virginia Company of London in 
the spring of 1606. This charter, carrying rights to settle, explore, 
and govern limited sections of the New World, made possible the first 
permanent English settlement in America. The Virginia Company, 
organized on a joint stock basis, resembled other such colonizing and 
trading companies of the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries that 
began primarily as profit-making enterprises. Its membership em­
braced all classes of English society. By the end of 1606 the company 
had projected and organized an expedition with the purpose of settling 
in the New World and Captain Christopher Newport, its commander, 
was ready to sail from London. The history of the voyage and the 

first landing is quaintly told by Master George Percy as follows: 

ON Saturday the twentieth of December in the yeere 1606. the fleet fell from 

London, and the rift of January we anchored in the Dowries: but the winds con­

tinued contrarie so long, that we were forced to stay there some time, where wee 

suffered great stormes, but the skilfulnesse of the Captaine wee suffered no 

great losse or danger . . . 

The three and twentieth day [of March] we fell with the Hand of Mat tanenio , 

in the West Indies. The foure and twentieth day we anchored at Dominico, 

within fourteene degrees of the Line, a very faire Hand, the Trees full of sweet 

and good smels; inhabited by many Savage Indians. . . . 

The tenth day [of April] we set saile, and disimboged out of the West Indies, 

and bare oure course Northerly. . . . The six and twentieth day of Aprill, 

about foure a clocke in the morning, wee descried the Land of Virginia. The 

same day wee entred into the Bay of Chesupioc directly, without any let or 

hinderance. There wee landed and discovered a little way, hut wee could find 

nothing worth the speaking of, but faire meddowes and goodly tall Trees, with 

such Fresh-waters running through the woods, as I was almost ravished at the 

first sight thereof. . . . 

T h e nine and twentieth day we set up a Crosse at Chesupioc Bay, and named 

tha t place Cape Henry. Thir t ie th day, we came with our ships to Cape Comfort; 

where we saw five Savages running on the shoare. . . . 

The twelfth day [of May] we went backe to our ships, and discovered a point of 

Land, called Archers Hope, which was sufficient with a little labour to defend our 

selves against any Enemy. The soile was good and fruitful!, with excellent 

good Timber . . . . If it had not beene disliked, because the ship could not ride 

neere the shoare, we had setled there to all the Collonies contentment . 
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The thir teenth day, we came to our seating place in Paspihas Countrey, some 

eight miles from the point of Land, which I made mention before: where our 

shippes doe lie so neere the shoare tha t they are moored to the Trees in six fathom 

water. 

The fourteenth day, we landed all our men, which were set to worke about the 

fortification, and others some to watch and ward as it was convenient. . . . 

The fifteenth of June we had built and finished our Port , which was triangle 

wise, having three Bulwarkes, at every corner, like a halfe Moone, and foure or five 

pieces of Artillerie mounted in them. We had made our selves sufficiently strong 

for these Savages. We had also sowne most of our Corne on two Mounta ines . 

I t sprang a mans height from the ground. 

Observations in 1607 BY M A S T E R G E O R G E P E R C Y . 

2. JAMESTOWN ISLAND 

IN their first act, the choice of a site for settlement, the coloni sts 
violated the helpful instructions which they had brought with them 

from England. These instructions stressed that they select a health­
ful location which could be defended easily. Jamestown as a point 
for settlement proved none too desirable, at least from the standpoint 
of health, as a later observer noted. 

The place, on which the towne is built, is a perfect Peninsula, or tract of land 

allmost wholly incompast with water. Haveing, on the Sowth side the River 

(Formerly Powhetan, now called James River) 3 miles brode, incompast on the 

Nor th , from the East pointe, with a deep creeke, rangeing in a cemicircle, to the 

west, within 10 paces of the River; and there, by a small Istmos, tack'd to the 

Continent . 

This Iseland (for so it is denominate) hath for Longitude (East and West) nere 

upon two miles, and for La t t i tude about halfe so much, beareing in the wholl[e] 

compass about 5 miles, litle more or less. It is low ground, full of Marches and 

Swomps, which makes the Aire, especially in the Sumer, insalubritious and un-

hel thy: I t is not at all replenished with springs of fresh water, and tha t which 

they have in their wells, brackish, ill sented, penurious, and not gratefull to the 

s tumack; . . . Bacon's and Ingram's Proceedings. 

3. T H E N A T I V E S 

BE F O R E 1607 the native inhabitants of Virginia had been little 

affected by contact with the whites, and they were quick to greet 

the first English settlers to the New World. As later events were to 

prove, the Indians could be friends, or enemies, and accordingly could 
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render assistance, as they did in the early years of the colony, or destruc­
tion, as they did in the massacres of 1622 and 1644. fohn Smith, 
who dealt successfully with the natives, has left us an account of them 
as they appeared while their ways of life were still unmodified by the 
white man's influence. 

O F T H E N A T U R A L I N H A B I T A N T S O F V I R G I N I A 

The land is not populous, for the men be fewe; their far greater number is of 

women and children. Within 60 miles of James Towne there are about some 5000 

people, but of able men fit for their warres scarse 1500. To nourish so many 

together they haue yet no means, because they make so smal a benefit of their 

land, be it never so fertill. . . . The people differ very much in s ta ture , especially 

in language. . . . 

Some being verv great as the Sesquesahamocks, others very little as the Wigh-

cocomocoes: but generally tall and straight, of a comely proportion, and of a colour 

browne when they are of any age, but they are borne white. Their haire is 

generally black; but few have any beards. The men weare halfe their heads 

shaven, the other halfe long. . . . 

They are inconstant in everie thing, but what feare constraineth them to keepe. 

Craftie, t imerous, quicke of apprehension and very ingenuous. Some are of 

disposition fearefull, some bold, some cautelous, all Savage. Generally covetous 

of copper, beads, and such like trash. They are soone moved to anger, and so 

malitious, tha t they seldome forget an iniury: they seldome steale one from an­

other, least their coniurers should reueale it, and so they be pursued and punished. 

T h a t they are thus feared is certaine, but tha t any can reveale their offences by 

conjuration I am doubtfull. Their women are carefull not to bee suspected of 

dishonesty without the leave of their husbands. 

Each household knoweth their owne lands and gardens, and most live of their 

owne labours. 

A Map of Virginia With a Description BY CAPTAIN J O H N SMITH. 

4. POLITICAL WRANGLINGS 

WH I L E the natives were at first generally friendly, the colonists 
encountered many hardships in their new environment. To 

the disadvantages of an unhealthy location were added the rigors of a 
new climate and deficient food supply. Conditions would have been 
difficult even if complete harmony had existed in the little settlement. 
Such unfortunately was not the case, as can be seen in the ousting of 
President Wingfield of the Council as told by himself. 
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By this tyme, the Councell had fully plotted to depose Wingfeild, the then 

President; and had drawne certeyne Artycles in wrighting amongst themselues, 

and toke their oathes upon the Evangelistes to observe them: the effect whereof 

was, first/ 

T o depose the then President 

To make Master Ratcliff the next President 

Not to depose the one the other 

Not to take the deposed President into Councell againe 

Not to take Master Archer into the Councell, or any other, without the Consent 

of every one of them. To theis they had subscribed, as out of their owne mouthes, 

at severall tymes, it was easily gathered/ . . . 

Septem. The 10 of September, Master Ratcliff, Master Smyth, and Master 

Martynn, came to the Presidentes Tenn t with a warrant , subscribed under their 

handes, to depose the President; sayeing they thought him very unworthy to be 

eyther President or of the Councell, and therefore discharged him of bothe. . . • 

I was comytted to a Serjeant [Sergeant], and sent to the Pynnasse; but I was 

answered with, " I f they did me wronge, they must answere i t / " 

A Discourse of Virginia (1608) BY EDWARD M A R I A W I N C F I E L D . 

5. E A R L Y E X P L O R A T I O N S 

WR A N G L I N G S among the leaders of the colonists did not block 

all worth-while accomplishments. Spurred on by the demands 

of the London Company for profits, Captain Newport, in the fall of 

1608, made an expedition up the fames River into the Indian country, 

hoping to find gold and an access to the western sea. 

The ships having disburdened her selfe of 70 persons, with the first gentle­

woman and woman servant tha t arrived in our Colony; Captaine Newport with 

al the Councell, and 120 chosen men, set forward for the discovery of Monacan: 

leaving the President at the fort with 80. (such as they were) to relade the shippe. 

Arriving at the falles, we marched by land some forty myles in 1 daies and a 

halfe; and so returned downe to the same path we went. Two townes wee dis­

covered of the Monacans, the people neither using us well nor ill: yet for our 

securitie wee tooke one of their pett ie Werowances [chiefs], and lead him bound, to 

conduct us the way. 

And in our returne [we] searched many places wee supposed mynes, about which 

we spent some time in refining; having one William Callicut a refiner, fitted for 

tha t purpose. From tha t crust of earth wee digged, hee perswaded us to beleeve 

he extracted some smal quanti t ie of silver (and not unlikely better stuffe might 

bee had for the digging). With this poore trial, we were contented to leave this 

faire, fertill, well watred countrie. 

The Proceedings of the English Colonic in 

Virginia . . . 1606, till this present 1612, . . . 
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6. S M I T H P U T S THE COLONISTS TO W O R K 

OU T of the internal dissensions there arose a forceful leader in the 
person of Captain fohn Smith. Under his strong, yet sometimes 

harsh, leadership real and necessary projects were completed. 

Now we so quietly followed our businesse, tha t in three moneths \Febr.-April 

1609] wee made three or foure Last of Tar re , Pi tch, and Sope ashes; produced a 

tryall of Glasse; made a Well in the Fort of excellent sweet water, which till then 

was wanting; built some twentie houses; re-covered our Church: provided Nets and 

W[e]ires for fishing; and to stop the disorders of our disorderly theeues [thieves], 

and the Salvages [Savages], built a Blockhouse in the neck of our Isle, kept by a 

Garrison to entertaine the Salvages t rade, and none to passe nor repasse Salvage 

nor Christian without the presidents order. Thir t ie or forty Acres of ground we 

digged and planted. Of three sowes in eighteene moneths, increased 60 and od 

Piggs. And neere 500. chickings brought up themselves without having any 

meat given them: but the Hogs were transported to Hog. Isle [Island]: where also 

we built a block-house with a garison to give us notice of any shipping, and 

for their exercise they made Clapbord and waynscot, and cut downe trees. 

J O H N SMITH, The Generall Historic of Virginia, 

New-England, and the Summer Isles . . . 1624. 

7. "STARVING T I M E " 

A T famestown the settlers now had crude houses, a church, and a 
J- \ . palisaded fort. Here there was hope in its season, and then dis­
tress. Smith was injured in a gunpowder explosion and in the fall of 
1609 returned to England. In the absence of his capable hand, in the 
winter of 1609-10, hunger and disease almost strangled this the first 
permanent English settlement in America. Affairs in Virginia 
reached the lowest ebb. This period, during which nine-tenths of 
the colonists perished, came to be called the "Starving Time." 

Now all of us a t t James Towne beginneinge to feele tha t sharp pricke of hunger 

which noe man trewly descrybe bu t t he which hath Tasted the bitternesse thereof 

A worlde of miseries ensewed as the Sequell will expresse unto you in so mutche 

tha t t some to satisfye their hunger have robbed the store for the which I caused 

them to be executed. Then haveinge fedd uponn horses and other beastes as 

long as they Lasted we weare gladd to make shifte with vermine as doggs Ca t t s 

Ra t t s and myce All was fishe tha t t came to Ne t t to satisfye Crewell hunger as 

to eate Bootes shoes or any other leather some colde [could] Come by And those 
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CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH 

Smith as shown on his map of New England first published in 1614. 
Original plate in the William L. Clements Library 
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POCAHONTAS 

The Indian maid, Pocahontas, through her friendship with Captain John Smith 
and marriage to John Rolfe, became a real aid to the colony. This illustration 
is from the Seventeenth-century portrait formerly at Booton Hall, Norfolk, 
England, and now in the National Gallery of Art, Mellon Collection, Washington, 
D. C. Reproduced through the courtesy of the National Gallery of Art. 
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being Spente and devoured some weare inforced to searche the woodes and to 

feede upon Serpents and snakes and to digge the earthe for wylde and unknowne 

Rootes where many of our men weare C u t t off of and slayne by the Salvages. 

And now famin begineinge to Looke gastely and pale in every face tha t t notheinge 

was spared to mainteyne Lyfe and to doe those things wch seame incredible . . . 

To eate many [of] our men this starveing T y m e did Runn Away unto the Sal­

vages whome we never heard of after. 

A Trewe Relacyon BY G E O R G E PERCY. 

8. SIR T H O M A S DALE 

FOLLOWING this great crisis, and the near abandonment of the 
colony in June 1610, new life was instilled into the colony in 1611 

by the arrival of a new deputy governor, Sir Thomas Tale. Under his 
direction the existing communal system was abolished and a more 
stringent code of laws, suitable to the harsh conditions of a savage 
land, was introduced. Copies of these laws have been preserved, and 
a selection from them reads: 

There shall no man or woman, Launderer or Launderesse, dare to wash any 

uncleane Linnen, drive bucks [wash clothes], or throw out the water or suds of 

fowle cloathes, in the open streete, within the Pallizadoes, or within forty foote 

of the same, nor rench, and make cleane, any kettle, pot, or pan, or such like 

vessell within twenty foote of the old well, or new P u m p e : nor shall any one 

aforesaid, within lesse then a quar ter of one mile from the Pallizadoes, dare to doe 

the necessities of nature , since by these unmanly, slothfull, and loathsome im­

modesties, the whole Fort may bee choaked, and poisoned with ill aires, and so 

corrupt (as in all reason cannot but much infect the same) and this shall they 

take notice of, and avoide, upon paine of whipping and further punishment , as 

shall be thought meete, by the censure of a martiall Court . . . . 

Hee [the governor] shall not suffer in his Garrison any Souldier to enter into 

Guard, or to bee drawne out into the field without being armed according 

to the Marshals order, which is, tha t every shot shall either be furnished with 

a quilted coate of Canvas , a headpeece, and a sword, or else with a light 

Armor, and Bases quilted, with which hee shall be furnished: and every Targiteer 

with his Bases to the small of his legge, and his headpeece, sword and pistoll, or 

Scuppet provided for tha t end. And likewisee every Officer armed as before, with 

a firelocke, or Snaphaunse, headpeece, and a Target , onely the Serieant in Garrison 

shall use his Halbert , and in field his Snaphaunse and Target . 

For the Colony in Virginea Britannia. Lawes 

Divine, Moral/ and Martial, &c. c. 1610-11. 
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g. SOME INDUSTRIAL BEGINNINGS 

IT was expected that Virginia would yield a profit to Company and 
settlers and a search for profitable ventures was a dominating 

theme at Jamestown. Early in 1608 "masts [for ships], cedar 
["logs"], blacke wallnutt, clapboarde" and "Gould oare [gold ore] 
. . . which . . . proved dirt" were sent home. With the arrival of 
the Second Supply in the fall of 1608 effort was renewed with some 
success and additional proofs were sent home. 

Captaine Newport being dispatched with the tryals of pitch, tarre, glasse, 

frankincense and sope ashes, with that clapboard and wainscot [which] could bee 

provided, met with Mr. Scrivener at point Comfort, and so returned for 

° c ' ' ' Proceedings of the English Colony 

Many things were attempted. Among them were glassmaking and 
sericulture. 

. . . the country wants not salsodiack enough to make glasse of, and of which we 

have made some stoore [store] in a goodly house sett up for the same purpose, with 

all offices and furnaces thereto belonging, a Iitie without the island, where James 

towne stands. . . Th( Historh Qj TramUe int0 y;rgi„ia 

Britannia by William Strachey 

The silke wormes sent thi ther from England, in seeds the last winter [1614], 

came forth many of them the beginning of March, others in A-prill, Maye and June, 

thousands of them grown to great bignesse, and a spinning, and the rest well 

thriving of their increase, and commodity well knowne to be reaped by them, we 

have almost assurance (since sure I am) no Country affordeth more store of 

Mulberry trees, or a kind with whose leafe they more delight, or thrive better. 

A True Discourse of the Present Estate 

of Virginia by Ralph Hamor 

10. TOBACCO 

IT was in tobacco, thanks to the experimental efforts of John Rolfe, 
that Virginia found an economic basis that made the colony profit­

able. Tobacco established an economy and directly and indirectly 
shaped many of the institutions in the colony. 

. . . the valuable commoditie of Tobacco of such esteeme in England (if there 

were nothing else) which every man may plant , and with the least par t of his 

labour, tend and care will returne him both cloathes and other necessaries. For 

the goodnesse whereof, answerable to west-Indie Trinidado or Cracus (admit there 

[ 9 ] 
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hath no such bin returned) let no man doubt . In to the discourse whereof, 

since I am obviously entered, I may not forget the gentleman, worthie of such 

commendations, which first tooke the pains to to make triall thereof, his name 

Mr John Rolfe, Anno Domini 161a, part ly for the love he hath a long time borne 

un to it, and par t ly to raise commodity to the adventurers , in whose behalfe I 

witnesse and vouschafe to holde my test imony in beleefe, tha t during the time 

of his aboade there, which draweth neere upon sixe yeeres, no man hath laboured 

to his power, by good example there and worthy incouragement into England 

by his letters, then he hath done, witnes his mariage with Powhatans daughter 

[Pocahontas] . . . A Trug Discourse 0j the present Estate 

of Virginia BY RALPH HAMOR. 

By the time of Rolfe's experiments the use of tobacco had not become 

universal in all quarters. There was some stubborn opposition to its 

development in Virginia. No one had stronger feeling on the subject 

than King fames I of England. In 1604 he had written: 

And surely in my opinion, there cannot be a more base, and yet hurtfull, 

corruption in a Countrey, then is the vile use (or other abuse) of taking Tobacco 

in this Kingdome, which hath mooved me, shortly to discover the abuses thereof 

in this following little Pamphle t . 

The pamphlet to which he referred was his A COUNTERBLASTE TO 

TOBACCO, which ended with a harsh warning: 

Have you not reason then to bee ashamed, and to forbeare this filthie novelt ie , 

so basely grounded, so foolishly received and so grossely mistaken in the right 

use thereof? In your abuse thereof sinning against God, harming your selves 

both in persons and goods, and making also thereby the markes and notes of 

vanitie upon you: by the custome thereof making your selves to be wondered 

at by all forraine civil Nat ions , and by all strangers tha t come among you, to 

be scorned and contemned. A custome lothsome to the eye, hatefull to the Nose, 

harmefull to the braine, dangerous to the Lungs, and in the blacke stinking fume 

thereof, neerest resembling the horrible Stigian smoke of the pit tha t is 

bottomelesse. A Co!inlerb/asle t0 Tobacco BY KING JAMES I 

Despite royal disapproval, opposition from other quarters, and 

competition from the regions already producing it, tobacco very soon 

became the economic cornerstone of Virginia. 

1617 Captaine Hamar . . . In March . . . set saile 1617. and in May he 

arrived at fames towne . . . In fames towne he found . . . the market­

place, and streets, and all other spare places planted with Tobacco . . . the 

Colonie dispersed all about , planting Tobacco. 

JOHN SMITH, The Generall Historic of Virginia . . . 
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1619 All our riches for the present doe consiste in Tobacco, wherein one man by 

his owne labour hath in one yeare raised to himselfe to the value of 2001. 

[pounds] sterling; and another by the meanes of sixe servants hath cleared 

at one crop a thousand pound English. LETTER BY JOHN PORY, 1619. 

1623 At the end of theis 4 Yeares there 's noe Comoditie but Tobaccoe, . . . 

An answere to a Declaration of the present state of Virginia. 

1626 We find that nothing hath hindred the proceedings of Art ts Manual] 

t rades, and staple comodities more then the want of mony amoungst us; 

which makes all men apply themselves to Tobacco, . . . (which is our 

money) . . . 

LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL, MAY 17, 1626. 

1 1 . " J A M E S T O W N E , " 1 6 1 4 AND 1 6 1 6 

AFTER years of bitter experience, the discovery of a method of 
U\. curing tobacco furnished Jamestown and Virginia a staple com­
modity and assured the economic success of the venture. By 1614 the 
outlook had improved greatly. To the eyes of Ralph Hamor, in that 
year, at "James Towne," there was progress and even prosperity. 

. . . James towne scituate, upon a goodly and fertile Island: which although 

formerly scandoled with unhealthfull aire, we have since approued as healthfull 

as any other place in the country: and this I can say by mine own experience, 

that tha t corn and gardaine ground (which with much labour beeing when we 

first seated upon it, a thick wood) wee have cieered, and impaled, is as fertile as 

any other we have had experience and triall off. The Towne it selfe by the care 

and providence of Sir Thomas Gates, who for the most part had his chiefest resi­

dence there, is reduced into a hansome forme, and hath in it two faire rowes of 

howses, all of framed Timber , two stories, and an upper Garret , or Corne loft 

high, besides three large, and substantiall Storehowses, joyned togeather in 

length some hundred and twenty foot, and in breadth forty, and this town hath 

been lately newly, and strongly impaled, and a faire platforme for Ornance in the 

west Bulworke raised: there are also without this towne in the Island, some very 

pleasant, and beutifull howses, two Blockhouses to observe and watch least the 

Indians at any time should swim over the back river, and come into the Island, 

and certain other farme howses. 

The commaund and government of this towne, hath master John Scarpe, 

Liftenant to Captain Francis West, Brother to the right Honourable, the Lord 

Lawarre. 

A True Discourse of the Present Estate of Virginia BY RALPH HAMOR. 
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Two years later, in 1616, John Rolfe wrote of Jamestown and 
Virginia. 

At James Towne . . . are 50 [people] under the commaund of Leiftenaunte 

Sharpe, in the absence of Captaine Frances West Esquire, Brother to the right 

Honorable the Lord Lawarre whereof 32 are Farmors. All these maintaine 

themselves with food and raiment. Mr. Richard Buck Minister there a verie 

good Preacher. 

[In all Virginia] . . . the number of Officers and Laborers are 205. The Farmors 

81 besides 65 woemen and chilldren in every place some, which in all amounteth 

t o 351 persons: a smale number to advaunce so greate a Worke. 

A True Relation of the State of 

Virginia BY JOHN ROI.FF. 

1 2 . T H E B E G I N N I N G S OF H O M E R U L E 

IN 1619 a deeply significant event took place at Jamestown. Due 
largely to the efforts of Sir Edwin Sandys, treasurer of the Virginia 

Company, the first legislative assembly in America convetied in the 
church at Jamestown in the late summer of that year. This assembly 
contained the embryo of representative self-government. 

The most convenient place we could finde to sitt in was the Quire of the Churche 

Where Sir George Yeardley, the Governor, being sett downe in his accustomed 

place, those of the Counsel of Es ta te sate nexte him on both hands excepte onely 

the Secretary then appointed Speaker, who sate right before him, John Twine, 

clerke of the General assembly, being placed nexte the Speaker, and Thomas 

Pierse, the Sergeant, s tanding at the barre, to be ready for any service the 

Assembly shoulde comaund him. But forasmuche as men's affaires doe little 

prosper where God's service is neglected, all the Burgesses tooke their places 

in the Quire till a prayer was said by Mr. Bucke, the Minister, tha t it would 

please God to guide and sanctifie all our proceedings to his owne glory and the 

good of this Planta t ion. . . . 

Having convened, the assembly first passed on the eligibility of its 
members. Then attention was directed toward the "greate Charter, or 
commission of privileges, orders and laws, sent by Sir George Yeardley 
out of Englande." After study and debate the assembly passed several 
petitions, which if allowed, would clarify and supplement these docu­
ments as well as bring them in better conformity with conditions in Vir­
ginia. From the first the right of self-government was taken seriously. 
The thirde Petition humbly presented by this General Assembly to the Treas-
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urer, Counsell and Company is, tha t it may plainly be expressed in the great Com-

ission (as indeed it is not) tha t the antient Planters of both sortes, viz., suche as 

before Sir Thomas Dales' depar t were come hither upon their owne chardges, 

and suche also as were brought hither upon the Companie 's coste, maye have 

their second, third and more divisions successively in as lardge and free manner 

as any other Planters . Also that they wilbe pleased to allowe to the male 

children, of them and of all others begotten in Virginia, being the onely hope of a 

posteri ty, a single share a piece, and shares tor their issues or for themselves 

because that in a newe plantation it is not knowen whether man or woman be more 

necessary. . . . 

The tifte Petition is to beseeche the Treasurer , Counsell and Company tha t , 

towards the erecting of the University and Colledge, they will sende, when they 

shall thinke it most convenient, workmen of all sortes, fitt for that purpose. 

The sixte and laste is, they wilbe pleased to change the savage name of Kic-

cowtan, and to give tha t Incorporation a new name. . . . 

On August 2 attention was focused on the fonnulation of laws for the 

colony. Included among those proposed and enacted were measures 

looking to the correction of the people, the economic welfare of the 

community, and the defense of the colony. 

hirst , in detestation of Idlenes be it enacted, tha t if any man be founde to live 

as an Idler or renagate, though a freedman, it shalbe lawful for tha t Incorpora­

tion or Plantat ion to which he belongeth to appoint him a Mr to serve for wages, 

till he shewe apparent signes of amendment . . . 

About the plantation of Mulbery trees, be it enacted that every man as he is 

seatted upon his division, doe for seven yeares together, every yeare plante and 

maintaine in growte six Mulberry trees at the least, . . . 

Be it further ordained by this General Assembly, and we doe by these presents 

enacte, tha t all contractes made in England between the owners of the lande and 

their Tenan t s and Servantes which they shall sende hither, may be caused to be 

duely performed, and tha t the offenders be punished as the Governour and Counsell 

of Es ta te shall thinke jus t and convenient . . . 

T h a t no man do sell or give any Indians any piece shott or poulder [powder], or 

any other armes, offensive or defensive upon paine of being held a Tray tour to the 

Colony, and of being hanged as soon as the facte is proved, without all redemption. 

On August 4, after one last petition, the assembly was prorogued 

by the Governor. This petition, aiming as it did at the power to veto 

the company's laws, may easily have alarmed him. 

Their last humble suite is, t ha t the said Counsell and Company would be pleased, 

so soon as they shall finde it convenient, to make good their promise sett downe at 

the conclusion of their commission for establishing the Counsel of Eistate and the 

General Assembly, namely, that they will give us power to allowe or disallowe of 
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